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II. Situation Overview 

Eight weeks into the disaster, the situation remains alarming with poor coverage of all essential sectors. 

Some areas are still difficult to access. In Sindh, there are reports of populations located between the Left 

Bank Outfall Drain and the border with India which haven’t been reached yet.  

The second round of food distribution has been initiated in four districts of Sindh, while the first round of 

food distribution reached almost 2.9 million beneficiaries. There is an urgent need for wheat seeds to be 

planted on time for the Rabi season and to avoid missing the optimum planting date (15 November for 

early planting, 1 December for late planting). The number of camps is decreasing, but people are returning 

to villages with little or nothing left and there is an urgent need for clean water and sanitation facilities. The 

occurrence of water borne diseases (including acute watery diarrhea), vector borne diseases (including 

dengue and malaria) and acute respiratory infections is reportedly increasing in districts severely affected 

by the floods. The onset of winter in mid-November in most of the flood-affected areas will increase the 

needs in terms of shelter.  

27% of the assessed funding requirements have been received so far (96.5 million of 357 million US$ 

requested in the Rapid Response Plan launched on 18 September 2011). In the absence of additional 

funding, it is estimated that most stocks will soon be depleted. The Revised Response Plan is scheduled to 

be launched the last week of November. 

It has been reported that women’s privacy and sense of security is less than before the floods and there are 

reports of violent incidents against women, boys and girls. To date, 232 child and/or women friendly 

protective spaces have been established in flood-affected districts in Sindh where 41,000 children and 

5,000 women are receiving services. Training on protection principles and humanitarian coordination has 

been delivered. Mass radio coverage with child safety and protection messages is ongoing, completed by 

interpersonal community-based communications reaching 10,000 community members so far.  

 

 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• The data from the recently completed joint UN-Government Detailed Needs Assessment is being 

analyzed and Clusters will develop their response plans accordingly allowing members to submit 

their projects for peer review. The Revised Response Plan is scheduled to be launched the last 

week of November.  

• Since the beginning of the floods, food was distributed to approximately 2.9 million persons and 

13,400 families received agricultural support. 950,000 persons were provided with essential 

medicine. The provision of emergency shelter reached 440,000 households and 900,000 persons 

received clean water. 

• There is an urgent and critical need for planting in the areas where water has receded, in order 

not to miss the optimum planting date. Needs are further increasing with the onset of winter 

and the outbreak of water and vector borne diseases. 
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 

Needs: To date the Government of Pakistan and the humanitarian community report ongoing 

distributions of emergency shelter to 439,829 households in Sindh and Balochistan, indicating that 70% of 

the total affected households have not received any shelter assistance so far.  

The third round of data collection by the Temporary Settlement Support Unit (TSSU) has been completed 

and preliminary analysis estimates that approximately 5,000 settlements remain in nine most-affected 

districts. The report is currently being compiled. 

The large scale of destruction of schools (9,250 in Sindh and 531 in Balochistan) is affecting the education of 

more than 733,000 children (693,750 in Sindh, 39,825 in Balochistan). 60% children are reportedly out of 

school due to the unavailability of facilities or teachers and 70% of children are lacking learning material. 

Response:  

 

Type of assistance Cluster target (70% of the 

houses damaged or 

destroyed)  

Response Distributions 

reported 

(24 October- 

1 November) 

Gap 

Emergency Shelter 
(tents and tarpaulins) 

1,034,973 439,829 
  

65,002 58% 

Blankets 
(2 per household) 

2,069,946 126,572 8,524 94% 

Kitchen sets 
(1 per household) 

1,034,973 75,002 6,054 92.8% 

Tool Kits 
(1 per 5 households) 

206,995 7,681 3,842 96.3% 

 Bedding and Mats 
(2 per household) 

 2,069,946 106,266 ——— 95% 

 

The Shelter Cluster has released a draft Shelter and TSSU strategy focusing more on early recovery and 

capacity building.  

In Sindh, the Education ERWG members (UNICEF, Save the Children and HANDS) reached 75,000 children 

and adults through the establishment of temporary learning centres (TLCs), provision of education supplies, 

recreational kits, and orientation for teachers. In Balochistan, UNICEF provided education supplies to 4,300 

children 

Gaps & Constraints: Water is receding at a slow rate, making some areas inaccessible due to standing 

water and mud. Because of the lack of funding, Cluster members are unable to meet the remaining needs. 

 

FOOD SECURITY 

Needs: Some 3 million flood-affected people remain highly vulnerable and in need of immediate food 

assistance in Sindh and Balochistan provinces. Needs are currently being redefined as per the findings of 

the multi-sectoral needs assessment. 

Approximately 3.6 million people urgently require agricultural support to resume food production and 

income generation activities. 
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Time is running out to plant Rabi (winter) wheat. Urgent donor support is needed as there are 2-3 weeks 

left to order wheat seeds in time for Rabi. Although planting will still be possible in some areas by the start 

of December, every planting day missed after the optimum planting date (15 November for early planting; 

1 December for late planting) results in a loss of a 16 kg of wheat per acre per day.  

Zaid Rabi season, a critical planting opportunity for cash crops (e.g. sunflower), other staple crops (e.g. 

pulses) and vegetables, follows the wheat planting period. To date, approximately 66% of water has 

receded across all affected districts. Planting in the majority of areas will therefore be possible for zaid Rabi 

planting.   

As for livestock, urgent needs remain in terms of emergency feed and veterinary support to ensure 

continued livestock survival, as well as planting multi-cut green fodder to sustain surviving livestock in the 

coming months.  

Response: WFP reached 2.8 million beneficiaries with a first round of distributions in 11 districts in Sindh. 

To date, WFP’s second round of distribution has started in Mirpur Khas, Benazirabad, Sanghar and 

Tharparkar for 102,380 beneficiaries. In addition, 37 NGOs have reached a total of 756,356 beneficiaries in 

13 districts of Sindh.  

General food distributions have started in Balochistan. So far, 60,555 beneficiaries have received a WFP 

monthly ration in the four districts of Naseerabad, Kalat, Lasbela and Killah Abdullah.  

To date, 13,385 families in five districts of Sindh have been reached with agricultural support: 

- 9,832 households received wheat straw (emergency animal feed) through Oxfam and FAO; and 

- 3,553 households received livestock vaccination support through OSDI, SADA, SDDO1.  

Of this total, nearly 832 families received livestock assistance between 27 October and 1 November. 

Gaps & Constraints: The Food Security Cluster funding situation remains critical. The shortfall amounts 

to US$ 142 million, equivalent to 82% of the total requirements. 

 

HEALTH 

Needs: 329,253 patient consultations reported through DEWS during the last week in Sindh included 30 

alerts for acute watery diarrhea, 12 for neonatal tetanus, 5 for measles, 4 for dengue, 4 for malaria and 2 

for pertussis. Leading causes for seeking health care in flood-affected areas are acute respiratory infections 

(11.2 Mio consultations), skin diseases, acute diarrhea, suspected malaria and unexplained fever. According 

to field reports, the general occurrence of water borne diseases, vector borne diseases and acute 

respiratory infections is increasing in districts severely affected by the floods. 

Response:  WHO has distributed essential medicine with population coverage of 897,000 people in Sindh 

and 53,000 in Balochistan. The medicines have been distributed through Department of Health, EDO 

(Health) and implementing partners.   

WHO, through its internal Healthy Life Promotion Unit, is working on health promotion in flood-affected 

communities, in order to support other direct health interventions that WHO is implementing through the 

DEWS program, nutrition interventions and the environmental health sector. 18 health messages have 

been developed by the communication/social mobilization sub-cluster and aired by radio channels with the 

help of PEMRA in Sindh. UNICEF has concluded contracts with 3 national channels for message 

dissemination through 11 stations. 

Using health as an entry point to access and respond to survivors of Gender Based Violence, UNFPA has 

deployed mobile service units (MSU) in 8 flood affected districts through Government and NGO partners. 

                                                 
1
 Organization of Social Development Initiatives (OSDI); Sindh Agriculture Development Association (SADA); Sindh Desert Development Organization 

(SDDO) 
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These MSUs offer GBV screening and medical response services. A total of 165 GBV survivors have received 

medical services through these mobile units and, additionally, 55 have received psychosocial counselling. 

Gaps & Constraints: Funding constraints are hampering the lifesaving health response. Due to cold 

weather, risk of diseases is high in the flood affected areas where affected population especially children 

and women are living in adverse weather conditions. Partners need to focus on water borne diseases and 

ARI which is on rise due to the cold weather and exposed living condition for children. 

Nutrition and immunization coverage needs to be strengthened. Frequent interruptions in infant feeding 

practices due to displacement, the poor hygienic/sanitation environment and limited access to health 

facilities are further increasing the vulnerability of survival of the acutely malnourished children, leaving 

them vulnerable to common infections. 

 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Needs: Most flood-affected populations are returning to their homes or areas of origin and this is leading 

to a shifting demand on WASH supplies as they go back to places were resources and sanitation facilities are 

partially or fully damaged.  

Out of 2.5 million target population, the WASH Cluster continues to prioritize provision of WASH facilities in 

temporary settlements. The current strategy will however have to be revised within the framework of the 

Revised Response Plan in order to take into account that two-third of the displaced population have 

reportedly returned to their villages of origin.  

Of 325 water sources tested by WHO Environmental Health Team, over 86% were found contaminated. 

There is a need for protection of water sources and treatment of water supplies systems. 

Response: Twenty-nine WASH Cluster member agencies (2 UN, 10 INGOs and 17 NGOs/CBOs) are actively 

engaged in WASH activities. The table below summarizes the overall achievement to date. The Cluster is also 

working on detailed district level plans to ensure robust gaps analysis in the lead up to the revision of the 

Appeal. 

 

Province Assessed Needs Response (persons benefitted) Gaps 

Sindh 2.5 million Water:  898,718 64% 

Sanitation: ** 304,098 62% 

Hygiene Sessions:  578,653 76% 

No of persons provided with hygiene 

kits & soaps*** 
449,291 74% 

*Targets are preliminary based on current available data. An in-depth assessment is ongoing, targets will 

change based on assessment results 

**Sanitation targets are 800,000 

*** target H-kits: 1,750,000 

 

Gaps & Constraints: Funding still remains a major bottleneck for many Cluster agencies working to 

initiate and scale up the WASH response. More funds are needed to support the large returnee population 

and prevent an outbreak of disease as most of the resources in the villages are damaged and not 

functional, therefore putting the population at risk. If additional funds are not available immediately, 

several Cluster members will run out of resources in a few weeks. 
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LOGISTICS 

Needs: Humanitarian organisations currently involved in the flood response require storage space in 

several districts of Sindh. In some circumstances additional transport capacity is also needed, including 

boats in water locked areas. 

Response: The Logistics Cluster is providing temporary storage in ten facilities located across Sindh. 

Currently, the Cluster is storing 922 m3 of items for UNICEF, Merlin, WHO and DEEP. Further storage space 

is being allocated to accommodate requests from Handicap International, NRC and UN Habitat. 

The Cluster is also providing road transport for humanitarian cargo in response to specific requests for 

support. During the reporting period, at the request of WHO, the  Cluster provided transportation for 34 m3 

of health items and 53.4 m3 of food and non food items for ICF (a local NGO). Further transport request 

from WHO (Health items) is currently being processed. 

Three boats, provided by the Cluster, in coordination with PDMA, and operated by the local NGO Fisher 

Folk continue to be employed as ambulances and medical clinics in flood affected areas are still inaccessible 

by road.   

The Logistics Cluster is also extending its support to humanitarian organizations participating in the flood 

response by consolidating information on road access and providing GIS services. In addition to the 

preparation of maps, the Cluster has conducted GPS training for humanitarian actors currently involved in 

flood response. 

Gaps & Constraints: Additional pipeline information from humanitarian actors currently involved in the 

flood response is needed to assist the Logistics Cluster in forecasting storage requirements and anticipating 

transportation assistance requests.  The Cluster is also receiving fewer requests (storage and transport) 

than anticipated, since the humanitarian actors are underfunded. 
 

 

IV. Coordination 

 

The joint UN-Government Detailed Needs Assessment and the data analysis is being completed. Initial 

analysis has been presented at provincial level workshops hosted by local authorities on 30 October in 

Quetta and 31 October in Karachi. On 1 November, the results of the assessment were shared with the HCT 

along with the Strategic Framework for the revision of the response plan.  The HCT endorsed the Strategic 

Framework to be submitted to the Government which is currently considering the data of the needs 

assessment, the Strategic Framework for the Revised Response Plan and the recommendations for the 

activation of further Clusters. Clusters are currently finalizing the development of their response plans and 

their members are submitting projects for peer review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Funding 
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All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-

mail to: fts@un.org. 

 

VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
Janique Thoele, Reporting Officer, thoele@un.org, +92 346 856 3642 
Humaira Mehboob, Public Information Officer, mehboob@un.org, +92 346 856 3656  
For more information, please visit http://www.pakresponse.info/.  
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org 
 

 


