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Humanitarian Agencies respond as Fighting 
continues in Libya

of several thousand who arrived at the centre when fighting 
began in Sabha, will receive food, water, shelter and medical 
aid in Chad before they are taken to their final destinations in 
Chad or elsewhere in Africa.

About 50,000 children are currently reported to be internally 
displaced and humanitarian partners are supporting the 
Ministry of Education to make sure that the displaced children 
have access to education and recreational activities. The 
Ministry of Education reports that learning activities have 
resumed in most primary, middle and secondary schools, 
except in areas where fighting continues. Student attendance 
is reported to be at 90 per cent in the eastern part of the 
country, but many children and adolescents are in need of 
psycho-social support. 

Humanitarian actors are working with LibAid, the national body 
established for the coordination of humanitarian assistance, 
to address the protection concerns of third country nationals 
(TCN) and internally displaced persons (IDPs). Some TCNs and 
IDPs have experienced systematic harassment and arbitrary 
arrest in Misrata. 

OCHA with humanitarian partners have developed a 
Common Humanitarian Action Plan that outlines strategies 
and activities to address residual humanitarian needs from 
October to December. The plan includes a humanitarian exit 
strategy, as all humanitarian actors are likely to phase out 
substantive humanitarian programming by the end of the year. 
Residual humanitarian needs beyond the end of December 
will be incorporated into Technical Cooperation Programmes 
in 2012.

The US$407 million Regional Flash Appeal for Libya, which 
expired in September, has been nearly 62 per cent funded.

See also http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info/

African migrants are prevented from illegally crossing the sea to the 
Italian island of Lampedusa by the rebel forces now in control in 
Libya. Photo: Jeremy Relph/IRIN

Humanitarian agencies responded with essential medicines and 
other supplies to clinics and field hospitals as fighting continued 
in Sirte, around Bani Walid and parts of southern Libya during 
September. Response operations also included Sabha, where 
lack of access hampered humanitarian activities.

The Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya, George Charpentier 
(see article below), who recently returned from leading a joint 
humanitarian assessment team in Misrata and the outskirts of 
Sirte, voiced concern for the civilians left in Sirte. He reiterated 
the responsibility of all parties to protect them and those 
providing humanitarian aid inside the city, where fighting has led 
to displacement. 

 “Local communities and charities are taking the lead in providing 
assistance to the vulnerable,” Mr. Charpentier said. “UN agencies 
and NGOs are supporting their efforts as and where needed.” 
Both the military alliance NATO and the European Union have 
echoed strong concerns for the safety of civilians in Sirte and 
called for access for humanitarian agencies to those affected.

In response to the ongoing crisis, World Health Organization 
(WHO) has provided the Ministry of Health with medical and 
surgical kits, and the World Food Program (WFP) has dispatched 
200 metric tons of food for distribution to 25,000 internally 
displaced people from Sirte. The agency also prepositioned food 
in Misrata, Tripoli, Benghazi and Zarzis (Tunisia), ready to be 
dispatched to various locations in need in Libya. 

Meanwhile, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
has evacuated more than 1,200 African migrants from a transit 
centre in Sabha to Chad. The migrants, part of a large group 
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New Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya 
appointed

The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ms. 
Valerie Amos, has appointed 
Deputy Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General, Mr. Georg 
Charpentier, as Humanitarian 
Coordinator for international 
relief in Libya. As Humanitarian 
Coordinator, he will coordinate 
international humanitarian 
activities of UN agencies and 
partners in support of those 
affected by recent and on-going 
conflicts. Mr. Charpentier will work 

closely with Libyan authorities to 
ensure an effective transition of UN programmes from relief 
to recovery.

Civil Unrest in Syria: 7 Months on

Humanitarian concern for Syria continues as the civil unrest 
enters its seventh month. The UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights says security forces have killed more than 
2,900 people, using tactics that may amount to crimes against 
humanity. Thousands of others have been injured, displaced 
or detained since mid-March in what appears to be a much 
harsher response to anti-government protests than was the 
case during uprisings in Egypt and Tunisia earlier this year. 

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has 
released nearly US$980,000 to projects related to the 
crisis. Interventions have been carried out by the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO), the UN’s Population Fund 
(UNFPA) and the World Health Organization (WHO). Projects 
have supported livelihoods and food security of migrant 
farmers and herders, reproductive health services - including 
emergency obstetric care and psychosocial services - and 
emergency replacement of medical supplies and equipment 
for Palestine refugees.

A UN humanitarian mission, led by OCHA, took place from 
20 to 25 August primarily to assess the scale of the overall 
humanitarian situation and identify any needs that could 
be met by urgent international humanitarian action. A 
main conclusion of the mission was that the humanitarian 
situation in Syria could be characterized as having pockets 
of humanitarian needs, but that they together could not be 
described as a country-wide humanitarian crisis urgently 
requiring international assistance.

During September, the protests appeared to be relatively 
localized. However, analysts say the risk of civil war is 
increasing, the humanitarian news and analysis network IRIN 
writes in a recent article.

“The people are struggling to keep the peacefulness of 
their revolution,” a Syrian human rights activist with the 
UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights told IRIN. 
Read full analysis: 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=93842

Floods kill 10 in Algeria

A torrential downpour on the night of 1 October led to severe 
flooding in Algeria which claimed the lives of ten persons and 
injured hundred others in Al Bayyedh some 700km south-west 
of the capital Algiers. 

Government reports indicated that these are just preliminary 
estimates, as many people are still missing. The floods caused 
serious damage to private and public infrastructure including 
houses, roads and bridges. Eighty-two schools were affected 
by the floods and closed for several days, and public buildings 
were turned into field hospitals to treat the injured. The total 
cost of the loss could be in millions of dollars.

UN Humanitarian Fund gives US$17.6 million to 
Flood-affected in Pakistan

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has allocated 
US$17.6 million to provide water, food, shelter and healthcare 
to thousands of families devastated by floods in Pakistan.

“We are grateful for the immediate funding provided by the 
CERF, especially with UN relief stocks running low. This gives 
UN agencies flexible resources to continue to help save lives,” 
Timo Pakkala, Humanitarian Coordinator in Pakistan, said in 
a press release.

Mr. Georg Charpentier
Photo: UN
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Project for Palestinian Refugees at Rafah Re-startsThe assistance will target the most vulnerable families living 
in temporary settlements in the eight hardest-hit districts of 
Sindh, in southern Pakistan. Many of them had not recovered 
from Pakistan’s record-breaking floods of 2010. A range of UN 
and affiliated agencies will deliver the assistance in support of 
Government-led relief and recovery efforts. The aid includes 
emergency primary health care, emergency shelter materials, 
food, non-food items and livestock/agricultural support.

“This CERF allocation marks the largest single donation to the 
Pakistan Floods 2011 Rapid Response Plan so far,” said John 
Ging, OCHA’s Director of Operations. “The appeal has received 
only 16 per cent of $356 million needed to urgently reduce 
suffering and save lives. Families are in a fight for survival. 
Much more is needed now.”See also http://pakresponse.info/

Yemen on ‘Verge of Disaster’

Aid workers say Yemen is on the verge of a humanitarian 
disaster but as needs in the country increase, the delivery of aid 
is becoming ever more complicated, writes the humanitarian 
news and analysis agency IRIN.

Yemen is the poorest country in the Arab world with a rebel 
movement in the north, a secessionist movement in the south 
and al-Qaeda operatives at large. The country has now been 
tipped even further over the edge by a violent response to 
pro-democracy protests across its main cities, a fuel crisis 
and rising food prices. Compounded, these factors have 
turned chronic problems like malnutrition into acute crises. 
See full Yemen analysis on http://www.irinnews.org/

Bahrain to Review harsh Sentences to Medical 
Staff

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has welcomed a plan 
to re-try the cases of several Bahraini medical personnel 
convicted in a military court for their involvement in the pro-
democracy demonstrations earlier in the year.

In late September, a court in Bahrain handed down verdicts to 
medical professionals ranging from three years’ imprisonment 
to life sentences. Ban Ki-moon, as well as the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and The World 
Health Organization (WHO), immediately voiced concern 
about the harsh sentences.

In February, thousands of people began holding daily 
demonstrations in the capital Manama, protesting against 
corruption, political repression and widely perceived 
discrimination. Security forces, supported by forces sent 
from neighbouring Gulf countries, have largely quelled the 
demonstrations but sporadic incidents between security 
forces and pro-democracy protesters continue.

For more information, please contact:
Jens Laerke, OCHA, 00201095 558 662,
laerke@un.org

Between 2000 and 2008, around 3,400 families (30,000 
people) lost their homes in the Gaza Strip as a result of Israel 
Defense Forces’ (IDF) military operations during the Second 
Intifada. In Rafah alone, over 16,000 people were affected. 

Exacerbating an already difficult situation, further public and 
private infrastructure was destroyed or damaged, including 
several thousand refugee shelters, during the 2008-2009 
war in Gaza. The blockade in place since June 2007 has 
prevented reconstruction efforts, and Gaza has been under 
a sustained and tight closure.  

The Rafah Rehousing Project, which was launched in 2005 
by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), was halted for over 
three years. It has now restarted following the announcement 
in July this year of a partial lifting of the Israeli blockade. 
The two-phase project, which cost US$91.5 million, is being 
funded exclusively by the Government of Saudi Arabia 
through the Saudi Fund for Development. 

Overall the project will comprise some 1,485 houses and 
facilities including six schools, health and social service 
facilities, roads, sewage and electrical infrastructure. Work 
is currently progressing on the first 752 housing units, and 
Phase I of the project is scheduled for completion by the end 
of February 2012.

Many refugee families have been forced to wait for years to 
be re-housed following the destruction of their homes, often 
living in sub-standard conditions due to the suspension on 
importation of building materials into Gaza. The project is 
expected to have a major positive impact on the well-being 
of these families living in makeshift and often unsafe and 
unsanitary accommodation.

The Rafah Rehousing Project will comprise 1,485 houses and 
facilities. Photo: UNRWA (Gaza).


