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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Over 10,000 people affected by dengue fever in Mandera 
• Increase in measles in Dadaab: five deaths and 113 cases in the last week of September.  
• Ifo hospital is over capacity - 115 medical consultations per clinician per day 

 
I. SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Whilst outbreaks of communicable diseases are being contained, water and vector-borne diseases are 
spreading in northwest and northeastern areas of the country.There is increasing prevalence of malaria 
in the Rift Valley and over 10,000 people have now reportedly been affected by dengue fever in Mandera 
town.  
 
According to a new report by the Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), mosquitoes in Kenya have 
developed some resistance to the most common chemicals used treated nets. WHO has commissioned 
a new study to be carried out in Western Kenya to determine whether treated bednets are still a sufficient 
control tool.    
 
The government has scaled up security operations on the Somali border and along the coast after 
abductions of two foreigners in recent weeks. Six patrol bases have been established near the border 
with Somalia at Manda, Shella, Kiwayu and Kipuni.  
 
Although food insecurity is gradually set to improve from the onset of rains this month, it will take several 
months to reduce needs at household level. The rate of inflation has reached 20 per cent. 
 

II. HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 

 FOOD 
 
Of the estimated 3.75 million food insecure, WFP is assisting approximately 1.4 million people and 
550,000 refugees, and aiming to reach 2.8 million beneficiaries by the end of the month. The food 
security situation is expected to gradually improve following the November harvest but it will take several 
months to reduce needs at household level.There are continued pipeline delays attributed to transport 
problems and congestion at Mombasa port.  
 

 NUTRITION 
 
Of the estimated 385,000 cases of severe and moderate acute malnutrition, 208,635 are being targeted 
for assistance and 147,471 are being reached. The majority of cases are in drought affected 
northwestern and northeastern counties of Turkana, Mandera and Wajir.  
 
16,533 children under five are being treated for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 72 in-patient 
stabilization centres and 899 outpatient feeding programmes. 67,374 children are being treated for 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in 542 outreach sites and 655 supplementary feeding sites in drought 
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affected areas. An additional 217 outreach sites will be established in the coming weeks to scale up 
MAM interventions. 
 
In Isiolo, nutrition survey results indicate Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates of 18.6 per cent and SAM 
rates of 3 per cent, not significantly higher than those recorded a year ago when GAM was 14.2 per cent 
and SAM was 1.5 per cent. In Laikipia, results indicate GAM rates of 10 per cent and SAM rates of 1.8 
per cent.The next round of nutrition surveys are expected to begin next week in Mandera, Turkana 
Marsabit and Wajir counties. A preliminary report will be released at the end of October.  
 

 HEALTH 
 
Dengue Fever: An estimated 10,000 people have now been affected by the outbreak in Mandera. An 
alert has been issued to health workers at all levels, a press release has been circulated to advise the 
public to seek early treatment and the government and partners are heightening surveillance and case 
management. A household community-based assessment is ongoing in Mandera and one case has been 
reported in Wajir district while surveillance and vector assessments continue in Isiolo, Eastleigh (Nairobi), 
Mandera, Wajir and Dadaab. UNHCR are partners are monitoring the dengue situation in Dadaab and so 
far no cases have been reported.  
Malaria: Flooding in Turkana and Pokot areas has caused a spread of malaria in the Upper Rift Valley, 
with outbreaks in Turkana, Kakuma and surrounding districts. All health facilities in the drought-affected 
areas of Eastern, North Eastern and Rift Valley provinces are using prepositioned anti-malarial drugs and 
supplies to ensure that these areas can respond effectively during the onset of rains.   
Polio: The polio immunization campaign has concluded in the affected districts of Kenya with 
administrative results showing 128 per cent coverage (more children were reached than expected), soon 
to be validated by independent monitors. A further preventative polio campaign is planned for October 
22. 5.8 million doses of bivalent polio vaccine have been procured.   
Dysentery/Acute Watery Diarrhoea/Cholera: A cholera prevention and control strategy has been 
developed by the WASH sector. Training will be carried out during October/November 2011.  
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
The WASH sector is focusing on hygiene and sanitation promotion throughout the country to limit the 
spread of water-borne disease. The Kenya Red Cross is mobilising medical outreaches and conducting 
hygiene promotion campaigns in Turkana Central, Turkana North, Mandera, Marsabit and Wajir, training 
volunteers in hygiene promotion in emergencies and reaching 3,300 beneficiaries.  Another 
WESCOORD member has completed the first session of training for seven water management 
committees, focusing on hygiene in West Pokot, East Pokot, Samburu and North Wajir. A rapid hygiene 
promotion intervention is ongoing in Turkana, targeting 75 health facilities (63 per cent of all health 
facilities). By the end of September, the intervention was completed in 10 facilities; 250 community health 
workers were trained in hygiene and sanitation; and promotion for approximately 10,000 households had 
been undertaken.  
 
Sanitation activity is still low relative to water and hygiene activities.  The September 
WASH/WESCOORD 4W (who, what, when and where) showed that sanitation activities contributed only 
3.6% of drought responses. Hygiene activities were 22% of all activities; water contributed 61%; and the 
remaining activities consisted of coordination, monitoring and WASH non-food item distribution. In a 
recent UNICEF rapid assessment in Tana River County, several samples of water delivered by water 
truck were tested and all were found to be unchlorinated and to have high turbidity.  
 

 PROTECTION 
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The Peace and Development Forum and Uwiano Platform for Peace organised a Mau Conflict Mitigation 
Forum in Kuresoi District. Key protection concerns among the IDPs, evicted from the Mau forest, were 
lack of access to basic assistance, forced relocation and/or resettlement with exclusion from the 
decision-making process, no redress mechanisms, sexual exploitation, crime and use of children to 
commit crime and child labour. The Mau Conflict Mitigation Forum agreed that IDPs will maintain peace 
as durable solutions were being sought and organise a grassroots resettlement committee was formed 
bringing together all Mau IDP camp leaders and incorporating area leaders to channel their grievances. 
 
A consultant has been identified to draft the IDP Bill and the draft legislation is expected to be made 
available by end October 2011. On 30 September the President signed the Female Genital 
Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) Bill into law establishing legislation that prohibits the practice of female genital 
mutilation and safeguards against violation of a person’s mental or physical integrity through FGM/C. 
 

 AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 
 
Whilst there has been significant rainfall in the west of the country, the north east remains very dry with 
livestock constrained to dry season grazing areas. According to the Kenyan Government, eight million 
livestock have been lost.  The climate forecast is for average to above average rains across Kenya 
increases the risk of flooding and livestock diseases related to floods, in particular Rift Valley Fever. FAO 
is among those agencies providing seed to farmers; procurement is in process for a total of 256 tons of 
drought tolerant seed for distribution to drought affected areas along the Turkwel, Kerio and Tana rivers 
as well as agro pastoralists in the Kitui, Mwingi, Makueni areas. In support of pastoral livelihoods, FAO 
Kenya is delivering veterinary drugs and cold chain equipment and procuring 2,000,000 doses of PPR 
vaccine.  In preparation for the increased risk of floods, FAO is supporting increased disease surveillance 
for Rift Valley Fever and is procuring 400,000 doses of Rift Valley Fever vaccine. 
 
MULTI SECTOR ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES     
 
Food and Nutrition: General food distribution, blanket and target 
supplementary feeding and school feeding are ongoing in the camps. In 
response to the growing population, there have been proposals for the 
increase in sheds at the distribution centre in Ifo camp, which served 
approximately 175,000 people last cycle.  Food distribution for families in 
Kambioos will commence on 20 October for 15,000 people. WFP is 
carrying out an information campaign at food distribution points. 
 
Health: There has been an increase in the number of medical 
consultations in Ifo camp to an average of 65 consultations registered per 
clinician per day. MSF Spain is registering 115 consultations per clinician 
per day. UNHCR report that the capacity of Ifo hospital needs to be 
increased to cater for a population of nearly 200,000. Measles-related 
deaths increased with five deaths and 113 cases reported during the last 
week of September.  Seven cases of cholera have been confirmed with 
one case in Hagadera camp acquired locally. One case of dengue fever 
was confirmed in Dadaab town, a Kenyan national who had returned from 
a visit to Mandera. 
 
WASH: The level of WASH service provision in Ifo II and Kambioos has not matched the pace of the 
relocation. Oxfam reports a delay in the supply of construction materials for latrines and CRS has been 
approached to bridge the gap. 
 
Education: Access to education remains a challenge in the new areas with the pupil-teacher ratio is 
below minimum standards. In Ifo II, 18 classes are fully occupied with only 8 teachers available. 
 

Registered refugees  
in Kenya 

(source: UNHCR) 
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Dagahaley 125,958 

Hagadera 141,475 

Ifo 122,321 

Ifo II East 25,323 

Ifo II West 36,853 

Kambioos 8,258 

Kakuma 83,371 

Nairobi 53,799 

TOTAL 592,876 
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III. COORDINATION 

WASH and WESCOORD sub cluster meetings were held for the first time in Turkana, Garissa and 
Mandera. Turkana WESCOORD group will meet monthly, while Garissa WESCOORD group will meet 
fortnightly.  
 
For all sector and working group meetings, workshops and forums in Kenya, please refer to the regularly 
updated meetings calendar on the OCHA Kenya website.  
 

IV. ONGOING/UPCOMING ASSESSMENTS 

Food: WFP have been conducting a year long urban food assessment in major urban and peri urban 
areas. Results to be released on 26 October. 
 
Nutrition: The cluster is conducting a micronutrient assessment across the country targeting children 0-
14 years, women of reproductive age (15-54 years) and men 15-54 years. The assessment will be 
completed by November and will provide information of current micronutrient deficiencies 
 
Protection: 17 - 23 October: Inter-agency team on the Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
(PSEA) scheduled to arrive in Nairobi on en route to Dadaab for a one-week mission. The first phase of 
the protection assessment has been finalised in Turkana and the second phase being finalised in the Rift 
Valley.  UNHCR and KNCHR are planning an assessment of the IDP population  and formerly displaced 
persons in selected  IDP hosting sites within Rift Valley province. 
 
Dadaab: A child protection rapid assessment was conducted on 13-15 September in Dadaab led by 
Save the Children. The results are being finalised to be released by UNHCR. Kenya Red Cross and 
IFRC conducted a joint assessment in Dadaab, focusing on health and WASH interventions as well as 
camp management. Help Age are carrying out a nutrition survey for elderly persons over the age of 60.  
 

V. FUNDING 

As of 11 October, $503 million of the requested $740 million has 
been funded for the EHRP 2011+.  
 
Details online here: 
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&appealID=917 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
  
CONTACTS: 
 
Aeneas Chuma, Humanitarian Coordinator 
 
Ben Parker, Interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa 
parkerb@un.org, +254 733 860 082 
 
Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office 
lavandhomme@un.org, +254 710 602 326 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail ochakenya@un.org 
OCHA press releases are available at www.unocha.org or www.reliefweb.int. 
 

740 million 
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67 % 
funded 
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