
This report is produced by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration wit
Humanitarian Development Partnership Team (HDPT).  

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Information Bulletin No. 20
09 October – 23 October 2012 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• LRA attack in the south-east 

• Food assistance in CAR 

• Improved access to healthcare in the south

Background and Security 

LRA attack in the south-east 

On 13 October, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel 
group attacked the village of Gougbéré
eastern town of Obo. As a result of the attack, a 1
old boy died while three people (a man, woman and girl
were abducted. However, the rebels released 
female captives on the same day. 

Insecurity in the western region 

On 15 October, the CAR military (FACA) was confronted 
by unidentified armed men who were trying to control the 
road between Baboua and Béloko in the western
The Baboua/Béloko road is the main road linking Bangui 
to Douala (Cameroon) mostly used for the importation of 
goods into the CAR.  

The unidentified armed group left the road on the same 
day and FACA elements were deployed to the 
CAR/Cameroon border. No casualty has been reported.

Humanitarian/Development activities

Strengthening early recovery activities 

On 19 October, the Early Recovery cluster established its 
network in order to increase the effectiveness
and sustainability of its activities.  

The main objective of this network is to coordinate 
recovery activities being undertaken by the various 
clusters to ensure better coherence and synergy
network is composed of focal points
humanitarian clusters with the main aim
early recovery activities are integrated into humanitarian 
projects. 

Areas of intervention: 

• Strengthen and increase cross-cutting aspects within 
the framework of early recovery activities;

• Organise inter-cluster post
assessments; 

• Contribute in the setting up of e
mechanisms, preparedness and response to crises

• Strengthen the participation of 
international institutions in early recovery activities;

• Ensure capacity building for local and civil 
institutions  for the coordination and management of 
socio-economic services and infrastructure;
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activities  

On 19 October, the Early Recovery cluster established its 
network in order to increase the effectiveness, visibility 

The main objective of this network is to coordinate early 
undertaken by the various 

to ensure better coherence and synergy. The 
cal points from other 

in aim of ensuring that 
early recovery activities are integrated into humanitarian 

cutting aspects within 
early recovery activities; 

cluster post-crises needs 

e in the setting up of early warning 
mechanisms, preparedness and response to crises; 

the participation of national and 
international institutions in early recovery activities; 

Ensure capacity building for local and civil society 
institutions  for the coordination and management of 

economic services and infrastructure; 

• Strengthen and improve monitoring and evaluation
projects; 

• Ensure the mainstreaming 
aspects and HIV/AIDS in early recovery 

• Create a network of early 
development partners. 

So far, early recovery is one of the least funded sectors in 
the 2012 revised Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP), 
with a 16% funding rate. Adequate funds are required to 
ensure that populations in need have access to basic 
social services and infrastructure.

Contact Brou Djekou: djekou.brou@undp.org
information. 

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) program

UNICEF WASH funding (in U.S. $) 

In 2013, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
WASH program will focus on the following strategic 
objectives: 

• Provide access to drinking 

• Provide access to basic sanitation infrastructure in 
compliance with the required 
standards;  

• Improve hygiene sensitization activities
practices of the target population

• Ensure capacity building 
regards to construction, maintenance and 
management of WASH infrastructure

• Improve the collaboration between different actors 
(Government, international 
the management and response to 
emergencies; 
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Populations targeted by WASH interventions are: Internal 
Displaced Persons (IDPs), returnees, refugees and local 
residents. WASH activities cover the Haute-Kotto (north-
east), Haut-Mbomou (south-east), Mbomou (south-east), 
Nana-Gribizi (north-central), Ombella M'poko (south- 
west), Ouham (north-west) and Vakaga (north-east) 
prefectures. 

Contact Freddie Mantchombe: fmantchombe@unicef.org 
for more information. 

Food assistance in CAR 

Official launch of blanket feeding: On 10 October 2012, 
an official ceremony was held to launch the blanket 
feeding program, aimed at preventing chronic 
malnutrition within the framework of the World Food 
Programme’s (WFP) country program. The ceremony 
was chaired by the Minister of Health and the WFP 
Representative. Participants included government 
officials, NGOs and United Nations Representatives. 

Beneficiaries receiving food rations. Photo-PAM 

During his speech, the WFP Representative explained 
the importance of this program which is crucial during the 
lean season because it helps in reducing the rate of 
chronic malnutrition. It also contributes towards improving 
food security in the CAR. The Minister of Health also 
mentioned that malnutrition and food insecurity are major 
challenges in the CAR. 

Rations composed of Plumpydoz for children and 
Nutributter (all rich nutritional supplements) for pregnant 
and lactating women were distributed to beneficiaries by 
the NGO, Catholic Organisation for Relief and 
Development Aid (CORDAID) in charge of implementing 
the program. Beneficiaries also participated in 
sensitization sessions on: the use of food rations, 
hygiene and nutrition for infants and young children. 

Contact Armelle Siopathis: siopathisa@yahoo.fr for more 
information. 

Mid-term FBP project: The Food by Prescription (FBP) 
project was launched in February 2010 by the Ministry of 
Health. The FBP is a short-term assistance designed for 
the nutritional rehabilitation of malnourished people living 
with HIV (PLWHA) and undergoing antiretroviral 
treatment (ART).  

This program is carried out through evaluation and 
regular monitoring of their nutritional status, nutritional 
supplement distribution, education and nutritional 
counseling. The project is being implemented in Bangui 
and was funded by Ireland and the Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). 

On 18 October, the Ministry of Health and WFP carried 
out a mid-term project review. About, 640 people out of 
the initially planned 1,200 people have benefited from the 
FBP and a total ration of 12.4 MT has been distributed. 
The daily ration per person consists of 250g super sweet 
cereal and 25g vegetable oil. However, a few challenges 
were noted during the project implementation process: 
the number of beneficiaries reached was lower than the 
initial targeted figure; complaints received from 
beneficiaries regarding the quantity of rations include; 
rejection, abandonment, distance and having to share 
rations with family members. 

Contact Désiré Shaleur Watat: 
desireshaleur.watat@wfp.org for more information. 

Improved access to health care in Obo 

On 17 October, Anissa one of three infants is recovering 
from malaria in the pediatric ward of the hospital in Obo 
(south-east). “When Anissa had fever, vomiting and 
diarrhea, I brought him here. We have been here for 
three days now. He is getting better and will be able to 
leave today,” says Anissa’s father Mbodoli Moris. 

The recurrent attacks on civilians by the LRA in the 
south-east have had devastating effects on health 
services and infrastructure. In 2012, assistance was 
provided to the hospital with funding from the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID), 
the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), 
and UNICEF in partnership with the international NGO 
Merlin. 

“In January, a team of one doctor, two midwives, three 
nurses, a laboratory technician and a community health 
worker arrived in Obo. Medicine and equipment were 
transported by road and air. The hospital consults about 
80 patients per day, and there is enough staff to attend to 
all of them. Surgeries and emergency care are also being 
carried out at the hospital. We are also pleased because 
there is high demand for vaccinations” explained Dr. 
Calvin of Merlin. 

Contact Colette Boughton: cboughton@unicef.org for 
more information. 
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