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It´s been five (5) days since Category 2 Hurricane Sandy hit the East of Cuba on Thurs. Oct. 25 

 

Hurricane Sandy is the most 

devastating hurricane to strike 

eastern provinces of Cuba in the 

past 50 years.  

 

The second most important city in 

the country (Santiago de Cuba) in 

terms of economics and strategic 

position has been severely 

affected, with important short-

term and mid-term implications for 

the whole of eastern Cuba and the 

country as a whole.  

 

“Sandy” has important urban 

implications, leaving in Santiago de Cuba thousands of people without houses as well as without access to 

electricity and water.  

 

Over 188,000 dwellings (an increase of 17,000 since the last report) have been damaged, according to 

ongoing assessments.   

 

The electricity supply in Santiago continues to be of concern with approximately 85% of the population 

(approx. 890,700 people) are without electricity, and it is unknown when it can be restored.  123 out of 124 

electric circuits were damaged.  

______ 
Note: All the information in this report has been taken from Cuban official media (TV, radio, and press) and statements from Cuban 

authorities.  Sources: Newspapers Granma, Juventud Rebelde, Sierra Maestra, Ahora.  Radio stations: Radio Rebelde, Radio Habana 

Cuba, Radio revolución, Radio Angulo; Press agencies: Prensa Latina (PL) y Agencia de Información Nacional (AIN); Web sites: 

Cubadebate. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 

• Hurricane Sandy severely affected the city of Santiago de Cuba, the second largest in the country 

with a population of 500,000 and key economic importance in the eastern region and the rest 

of the country. 

• Assessments are still ongoing in most affected provinces (Santiago de Cuba, Holguín and 

Guantánamo). Santiago de Cuba and Holguin (the second and third most largely populated 

provinces respectively have been the hardest hit provinces). Housing, infrastructure and 

agriculture are the most affected sectors. 

II. OVERVIEW OF THE SITUATION 
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The recovery phase decreed by the Cuban Civil Defense is ongoing for Santiago de Cuba, Holguín and 

Guantánamo, and for the central provinces of Cienfuegos, Villa Clara, Sancti Spiritus and Ciego de Avila 

(indirectly affected by flooding from rains that followed hurricane “Sandy”) 

 

 

The Cuban Civil Defense, in coordination with government officials, continues to assess damages and provide 

assistance to the territories.  

 

Priority continues to be given to the distribution of construction materials for the reconstruction of houses, 

including cement, roof tops, windows and doors.  Additionally, enough kerosene for 10 days usage is being 

distributed for cooking and light for houses that still don’t have access to electricity.  Other supplies provided 

by the government include blankets, food and powder milk, along with sanitary products and fuel. Work 

towards the restoration of electricity supply continues. 

 

Santiago de Cuba: 

Antonio Maceo International Airport has reopened its daily operations 

4 out of the 41 electric circuits have been partially reestablished in the city of Santiago de Cuba. One of the  

units of the thermoelectric plant Antonio Maceo is generating electricity.  

7 million of cubic meters of rubble and fallen trees have been removed from the streets 

 

Holguín: 

81 % of water services and 65 % of electric service are operational  

6 of the main hospitals are completely operational  

 

Guantánamo: 

Water, rail services, communication, bread distribution units are functional, and 60% of electric services has 

been reestablished. 500 tons. of cement  were provided by national authorities 

 

Central provinces: 

In 6 areas of the Municipality of Martí (Province of Matanzas) citizens were vaccinated due to contamination 

of wells. A hygiene and sanitation campaign is ongoing to disinfect contaminated wells. 

 

 

Damage assessments are ongoing and official information has not yet been provided.  The following 

information has been compiled from official media sources.  Numbers are still preliminary and will probably 

keep increasing over the next days:  

 

Although there has been improvement in electricity supply in the City of Santiago de Cuba, it remains low; in 

Guantanamo 40% of the population is without electricity, about 157 electrical posts  are down, and in 

Holguin approximately 35% of the population lack electricity.  

 

In each of the Eastern provinces there are reports of damaged commercial centers; in Holguín an estimated 

500 centers are affected (warehouses, stores, food services)  

 

HOUSING: Over 188,000 dwellings (an increase of 17,000 since the last report) have been damaged. 

Considering that in Cuba, extended families often live in the same house (consisting of 3-4 generations), this 

could represent 1.13 million people affected.   

 

III. RESPONSE MEASURES TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT   

IV. PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ASSESMENT  



 
 3

 

 

 

 

# of houses Santiago de Cuba Holguin Guantanamo Rest of Provinces 

Affected, out 

of which 
137,000 41,759  8,750 670 

Total 

collapse 

15,300 1,800 111 No data 

Lost roofs 43,426 3,000 840 No data 

 

EDUCATION: Approximately 2,106 schools have suffered structural damage (600 more than in the previous 

report), 54% of which belongs to primary schools. 

• 920 schools have been damaged in Santiago de Cuba Province (80% of the total); classes have 

resumed in 5 out of the 10 municipalities. Damages are concentrated mainly in primary and 

secondary schools   

• 613 educational institutions have been damaged in Holguin (an increase of 113 from last report), 

73% of which are primary schools. 

• In Guantánamo, 177 affected schools  

 

HEALTH: 375 health centers have been reported to be damaged (of these 188 are in Holguín). Several 

hospitals in the three provinces are also reported to have some degree of damage. 

  

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE: Most of the water services in the province of Guantanamo have been 

reestablished. In the rest of the provinces repairs are under way, thus increasing access to water.  In the 

province of Holguin 29% of the population (about 300,800 people) is still without access to running water.  

 

AGRICULTURE: Over 96,980 hectares of diverse crops have been affected (an increase of 14,200 hectares 

from the last report).  Sugar cane remains the most affected crop, followed by plantain and banana, staple 

crops and vegetables. Poultry farms have been quite affected as well as the production of eggs – about 87 

farms have been reported affected in Guantánamo. In Santiago de Cuba, chicken farms are concerned about 

feed for the animal, which may run out soon. An initial estimate of 68 processing coffee  

 

FOOD SECURITY: The impacts on the agricultural sector will have severe implications in the rest of the 

country given the importance of the affected areas in the production of staple crops for the entire island  

 

LOGISTICS: The international airport in Santiago de Cuba city is open for daily flights. In Holguin, losses in 

transport are estimated at 668,894.71 Cuban pesos. 

 

EARLY RECOVERY AND TRANSITION TO DEVELOPMENT: While steps are being made towards recovery, the 

economic infrastructure in the whole region will need to be restored, particularly in the sectors of agriculture, 

repairs to housing, health, education facilities, and recovery of livelihoods.   

 

The country will rapidly need to move from short-term shelter to rebuilding permanent housing in the 

affected area, particularly in the city of Santiago, in order to recover livelihoods. This will be key to 

reactivating the economy of this area and avoiding instability.  
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United Nations is closely monitoring the impacts of hurricane “Sandy”, in liaising with the Ministry of Foreign 

Trade and Investment (MINCEX).  

 

The UN Disaster Management is monitoring the situation with the support of the UN Emergency Technical 

Team (UNETE) which has been meeting regularly since the hurricane impact and is liaising with Civil Defense 

and other national and local authorities. 

 

The UN Resident Coordinator is in contact with the diplomatic corps representing the main donors in Cuba 

and the Red Cross, in order to keep them updated with the latest information available. 

 

 

No resources have been leveraged at this stage. Possible sources of response funding have been identified by 

the UNETE and are being discussed and finalized with the Government of Cuba.  

 

 

Please contact: 

 

Barbara Pesce-Monteiro 

Resident Coordinator 

UN System in Cuba 

Email:  

barbara.pesce-monteiro@one.un.org  

Phone: (537) 204-1492 

 

 

Claudio Tomasi 

Alternate Coordinator UN Emergency Technical 

Team in Cuba 

E mail:  

Claudio.tomasi@undp.org  

Phone: (537) 204-1493 

 

Liudmila Curbelo / Miguel  Barreiro 

Coordination Officers 

UN System in Cuba 

Email: 

Liudmila.curbelo@one.un.org  

Miguel.barreiro@one.un.org  

Phone: (537) 204-1513 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit the UN Cuba website: www.onu.org.cu  

 

For more national information, please visit: 

� Cuba Meteorological Institute http://www.insmet.cu  

� Infomed Red De Salud Cubana  http://www.sld.cu/sitios/huracanes/ 

� Granma Newspaper http://www.granma.cubaweb.cu 

� Juventud Rebelde Newspaper   http://www.juventudrebelde.cu/  

 

 

 

To be added or removed from SITREP mailing list, please send an email to miguel.barreiro@one.un.org  

V. COORDINATION AND ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN BY THE UN 

VI. RESPONSE FUNDING 

VII. CONTACT 


