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Secondary Data Review: 
Horn of Africa #2  
27th of July – 14th September 
 
Date of publication:                 September 15

th
, 2011 

Prepared by:                           ACAPS, Geneva  
Nature of the crisis:                 Drought/Complex emergency                     
This document focuses specifically on the impact of the drought on Somalia and resulting 
displacement of Somali affected population.  
 

NOTE: This document is an update of the SDR published on the 26
th

 of July. The 
updated information is represented with red dots throughout the document.  
 
About this document: This Secondary Data Review is a desk study in which estimates of scale, 
severity and likely impact of a natural or man-induced disaster are determined. The document aims to 
inform decision making for preparedness and emergency response. Information has been gathered 
through a review of secondary data, field studies on-going during the emergency, contact with individuals 
working in the field, use of lessons learned and experience from past similar crises or disasters. The SDR is 
intended to complement and integrate assessment-related information from other agencies and feedback is 

welcome on how this document can be improved (Operations@acaps.org). ECB and ACAPS thank 
agencies and NGOs who have shared the data and analysis which made this report possible. 
Disclaimer: Information provided is provisional as it has not been possible to independently verify field 
reports. As this report covers highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may decrease with time. 
Please use the most recent update. 

  
 
Disaster Update (26th July – 14th September, 2011) 
 

 According to new assessments in Kenya and Somalia, together with updated 
refugee figures, 13.3 million people, including 841,130 refugees are currently in 
need of assistance across the Horn of Africa (UNOCHA, 8/9).  

 Famine has been declared in six areas of southern and central Somalia: the 
agropastoral livelihood zone of southern Bakool region, Lower Shabelle region, the 
Balcad and Cadale districts of Middle Shabelle region, the Bay region, the Afgoye 
corridor internally displaced persons (IDP) settlement, and the Mogadishu IDP 
community. Currently 750,000 Somalis are affected by famine and are at risk of 
death (FSNAU, 5/9).  Very high rates of malnutrition among young children indicate 

that all age groups have been severely affected. 

 As of 31
st
 of August, 272,932 Somalis had crossed international borders in 2011. In 

August alone, Kenya received 27,719 refugees, Ethiopia 3,150, Djibouti 725 and 
Yemen 3,718 (UNHCR 25/08, UNHCR 08/09). 

 On the 6
th

 of August, the Al-Shabaab withdrew from Mogadishu, allowing for better 
access to more people in need of assistance. According to the UNHCR, some 1.5 
million Somalis are internally displaced, mostly in the south-central region of the 
country (DG ECHO 05/09). About a third of them are in Mogadishu (OCHA 11/08). 

 

Current food security situation and forecast (FEWSNET/FSNAU 13/9) 
     

August 2011           December 2011 forecast                     

                
                                                                                             

 Somalia: The most affected areas of Somalia are in the 
South, particularly the regions of Middle and Lower 
Shabelle, Middle and Lower Juba, Bay, Bakool, Benadir, 
Gedo and Hiraan. 

 Kenya affected districts include Turkana, Mandera, Wajir, 
West Pokot, Garissa and Garbatulla. 

 Ethiopia affected districts include Somali, Afar, southern Oromia and SNNP 
regions. 
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http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.ecbproject.org/
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Key priorities 

 
Most affected areas  
Somalia: 

 Drought and conflict affected areas of Somalia, especially the six areas where 
famine has been declared namely the four regions of Bay, Bakool, Lower Shabelle 
and Middle Shabelle, and the Afgoye corridor IDP settlement and the Mogadishu 
IDP community 

 Areas where short term and local displacement is anticipated (Bakool, Hiraan, 
Gedo, Lower Juba, Bossaso, Gallkacyo). 

 
Kenya and Ethiopia:  

 Dadaab camps with surrounding areas. 
 Dollo Ado camps and surrounding areas. 

 
Most affected groups 

 4 million Somalis in acute food crisis, especially those also affected by on-going 
conflict and those in rural, remote areas. 750,000 people are in famine and 3.3 
million people need life saving assistance households that depend on livestock and 
seasonal, poor Somalis, Kenyans, Eritreans and Ethiopians affected by drastic 
increases in food prices. 

 Malnourished IDP’s and refugees, particularly children <5 and pregnant and 
lactating women. Somali refugees lacking documentation. Displaced and refugee 
households, especially women and child-headed households,  

 Elderly people in Somalia. Children at risk of military recruitment, child soldiers, 
and separated children. Women and children at risk of Gender Based Violence 
(GBV). 
 

Priority Interventions 
 
Somalia 

 Roll out vaccination campaigns against measles in all affected areas 

 Treat suspected cases of cholera and take preventive action in all affected areas 

 Increase humanitarian access to drought and conflict affected Somalis, provision of 
food in kind, cash or food vouchers in Somalia, especially Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle, to address famine. Support pastoralist asset protection with emergency 
fodder and water, deworming campaigns, veterinary services and vaccination. 

 Scale up of primary and secondary health care services for drought and conflict 
affected individuals including mobile and rural outreach with basic medical 
services. Increase access to safe water, improved sanitation and hygiene kits for 
populations at risk. Hygiene kits should be adapted to address cholera prevention. 

 Assessment of medical needs and rapidly register all Somali IDP’s. Implement safe 
site planning for displaced women and/or children and ensure safe shelter for 
victims of sexual violence and trauma. Establish coordination mechanisms within  

 
the provision of protection, legal, psychosocial, and medical response for those 
affected by violence. 

 Register and provide documentation for new refugees entering camps and IDP’s in 
urban and rural areas of Somalia. Provide temporary and transitional shelter for the 
displaced and refugees. 

 Treatment of malnourished children countrywide with feeding centres and 
supplement 

 
Refugee camps Kenya and Ethiopia 

 Increase registration capacity to cope with the large influx of refugees 

 Increase protection surveillance on distress migration routes. 

 Provide shelters for refugees awaiting registration outside the camps. 

 Scale up the Ifo II opening (as well as other extension camps) in order to relocate 
refugees. Ensure minimum services are in place prior to scaling up, particularly 
referral systems for pregnant women. 

 For vulnerable Somali refugees, identify safe areas for children in camps, earmark 
locations and ensure protection and access to basic services for particularly 
vulnerable households 

 
 

Information gaps and needs 
 
 Mapping of on-going and planned assessments (Survey of survey (SoS)). 

 Updated baseline information, including population figures.  

 Regularly updated information on displacement and return movements within south 
Somalia, situation at the areas of origin 

 Recent and updated morbidity monitoring data including outbreaks 

 Detailed information on household and market cereal stock levels in sentinel sites, 
remittance flows. 

 Detailed reports on food security and nutrition situations are available for Somalia 
(FEWSNET, FSNAU), but little information is available from NGOs on the ground. 
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Recent and on-going assessments 
 

The following list is certainly not exhaustive and is based on publicly available information. Several 
assessment initiatives are now underway at refugee camp locations in Kenya and Ethiopia and in 
communities in Somalia. 

 

Kenya: The 2011 Long Rains Food Security Assessment (concluded in August 2011) 
reported 3.75 million food insecure people in Kenya. Of these, an estimated 1.4 million 
pastoralists residing predominantly in north and northeastern pastoral areas are at 
Emergency levels (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) phase 3) and 
2.35 pastoralists and marginal agricultural farmers are in Crisis (IPC 3) and Stressed 
(IPC 2) phases. An estimated 400,000 refugees residing in Dadaab refugee camps are 
classified in Emergency (IPC 4) (FEWSNET, 7/9).  

 

Somalia: During July 2011, FSNAU conducted 17 locally representative nutrition and 
mortality surveys across southern Somalia (FSNAU 20/7). WFP, in collaboration with 
the Danish Refugees Council, is planning in-depth urban food and nutrition security 
assessments in 16 districts of Mogadishu (OCHA 8/7). A recent ICRC nutrition 
assessment includes data from 39 clinics and 18 outpatient therapeutic feeding centres 
(Red Cross 13/7).  

 

Ethiopia: Community-level surveillance is being carried out in 34 woredas of eight 
zones in Amhara. WHO supported the assessment of AWD outbreak risks in North 
Shewa and Oromia zones (OCHA 4/7).  
 

Recommendations for further assessments 
 

A Survey of Survey (SoS) including a mapping of existing datasets, ongoing and 
planned assessments has recently started in order to provide better clarity on 
geographical areas and sectors covered by current field assessments in Somalia, and 
to identify information gaps and needs. Access to the SoS should be restricted, 
especially when assessments are planned in conflict areas. It is recommended that 
similar SoS’s be done for Ethiopia and Kenya.  

 
A centralized Information management platform in Nairobi would make it possible to 
gather, aggregate and analyse (with the support of cluster/sectors focal points) the 
available needs related information, and produce multi sector summary reports on 
needs assessment findings in the three affected countries. Ideally, these reports should 
to be kept short (15 page max per country), user friendly, and provide links to more in-
depth information if necessary. 
 
 

Operational Constraints 
Lack of humanitarian access  
 The Al-Shabaab’s withdrawal from 

Mogadishu on August 6
th
, improved 

humanitarian access to affected areas 
and populations (UNICEF 11/08). 
However, insecurity remains a concern 
for humanitarian actors in the Somali 
capital (OCHA 12/08) 

 Access into Somalia is improving 
gradually, as organizations re-enter into 
parts of Gedo, Hiiran, Lower and Middle 
Shabelle and the Dobley district in 
Middle Juba (Logistic cluster 18/08) 

 Armed opposition groups frequently 
threaten humanitarian workers, 
journalists, and civil society activists 
with attacks (HRW 2011). News of a lift 
of the ban on international agencies (LA 
Times 14/7) was premature. Al-
Shabaab denied it, calling reports of 
famine propaganda (BBC 22/7) 

 According to WFP, 2 million food 
insecure people in South Somalia are 
inaccessible (WFP 24/07). 

 Since September 08, 18 aid agencies 
have been expelled from the south central region of Somalia under the control of Al-
Shabaab (HIP 2011).  

 
Insecurity and ongoing conflict 
 Conflict in south central Somalia continues to cause civilian casualties and massive 

displacement. The combined impact of political instability, violent conflict, and 
drought has largely exhausted coping mechanisms of the majority of Somalis 
(UNHCR July 2011).  

 Humanitarian workers, human rights defenders, journalists, and members of civil 
society in Somalia continue to be killed, abducted, and subjected to violence (OCHA 
Prot 2010) (OCHA 5/11).  

 The theft of food assistance in Mogadishu has been reported by journalists. This has 
been condemned by WFP, adding that it would rigorously investigate any allegations 
of theft of humanitarian food (OCHA 18/08). 

 
Insufficient financial humanitarian resources 
 In Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia, exponential increases in numbers of IDP’s and 

persons in need mean current funding sources are insufficient. Additional funding 
across all sectors and agencies is urgently needed to meet basic needs (UNICEF 
8/7)  

http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1254223
http://www.fsnau.org/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/110708_Weekly%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%2327%2C%201-8%20July%202011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/425604
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_1604.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_2074.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/110812_Weekly%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%2332,%205-12%20August%202011_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_2151.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/en/world-report-2011/somalia
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jul/14/world/la-fg-africa-drought-20110715
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jul/14/world/la-fg-africa-drought-20110715
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14246764
file:///C:/Users/Operation%20manager/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Susan/AppData/Local/Temp/WFP
https://dl-web.dropbox.com/get/SDR%20-%20Eastern%20Africa%20Drought/10.%20Key%20documents/Somalia/110615%20ECHO%20-%20HIP%20SOMALIA.pdf?w=a23c8858
http://www.unhcr.org/4e172ba19.html
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Resources/FactSheets/tabid/2732/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Resources/FactSheets/tabid/2732/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/MapCentre/ThematicMaps/tabid/2724/language/en-US/Default.aspx#access
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Regional%20Sitrep%20no10.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38979&Cr=Horn+of+Africa&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38979&Cr=Horn+of+Africa&Cr1=
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Lessons Learned from past crises – Flash appeal 
 
 Tens of thousands of lives can be saved from the current food crisis, but the window 

of opportunity to do so is extremely limited; rains beginning now will only provide food 
starting in December 2011 (FSNAU). 

 Supporting livestock is a key nutrition and livelihood intervention to reduce the impact 
of drought.   

 Emergency interventions can undermine recovery and subsequent development if 
they are not assessed with a longer-term perspective. Examples in the agricultural 
sector are emergency seed distribution that may impact negatively on community 
seed systems or local seed supply chains, and livestock support though water 
trucking that may change the traditional mobility structures and promote conflict 
(FSNWG July 2011). 

 Tight coordination and integrated interventions between Livelihood and Food 
Security, WASH, Health and Nutrition sectors is requested to maximize the impact 
(FSNWG July 2011). 

 Cash transfer programming may be a valuable option in the current context: give 
people money so they can buy what they need. 

 

Displacement 
 
 Historically, those fleeing their homes were financially and physically able to leave, 

while those remaining behind were often worse off (IRIN 15/07). 
 In previous displacements, the majority of the displaced were women and children as 

many men remained behind in Mogadishu to protect assets and property (IDMC 
2010). These groups may have differential access to services, and not addressing 
these disparities can further marginalize them. 

 IDP’s are among the most vulnerable people in Somalia. IDP’s are not protected by 
local or de facto authorities, nor are they protected by traditional clan-based systems 
(IDMC 2010). 

 Puntland's relative safety attracts many IDP’s from the southern parts of Somalia 
(IDMC 2010). However, there have been reports of Puntland authorities sending 
IDP’s to south central Somalia (IDMC 2010). Puntland IDP’s fall into three 
categories. First, people in transit through Puntland to Yemen and other points 
abroad. Second, short term IDP’s, displaced through local conflict or natural 
disasters, who may return home quickly. The third category is long-staying IDP’s, 
who are not in transit and have relocated due to conflict in southern Somalia or 
drought in central Somalia (CAP 2011). 

 IDP’s in Somalia often need basic emergency assistance. However, some long term 
IDP’s have similar needs to their host communities and local integration is a viable 
option for certain populations (CAP 2011). 

 Over 80% of southern Somalis state war as the main obstacle to return. 
Reintegration is complicated by general poverty, scarcity of water, lack of services 
and unemployment. In addition, access to property restitution after many years of 
conflict is problematic (IDMC 2010) 
 

Affected population figures - Regional level 
( 

Country 
Local population in 

need of assistance as of 
September 9th 

Somali displaced 
as of September 8th 

Djibouti 146 000 17,532 

Kenya 3 800 000 487,649 

Somalia 4 000 000 - 

Ethiopia 4 600 000 182,057 

Total 12 546 000 841 130 
Sources: OCHA 09/09, UNHCR 08/09  

Affected people in Somalia   
 

 
Sources used: FSNAU 2011, FEWSNET 2011, UNDP 2005 
 
Disclaimer:  common population figures are a challenge for the humanitarian response in Somalia. The 
UNDP estimates are for 2005 and based on projections from much older census data. These estimates do 

not reflect population growth since 2005 or the large population movements across Somalia, and 
therefore do not provide a credible denominator for key indicators. CAP 2011 population 
estimates are 7,502,654. 

Region September
Forecast October 

- December

UNDP    2005  

 Total   

 Population

Comparison

North Awdal 2 2 305,455  Acute Food Insecurity Phase

Woqooyi  Galbeed 2 2 700,345 1 None or minimal

Togdheer 3 ` 402,295 2 Stressed

Sanaag 4 4 270,367 3 Crisis

Sool 3 3 150,277 4 Emergency

Bari 3 3 367,638 5 Catastrophe/Famine

Nugaal 3 3 145,341

Central Mudug 3 ` 350,099

Galgaduud 4 4 330,057

South Hiraan 4 5 329,811

Shabelle  Dhexe    (Middle) 5 5 514,901

Shabelle  Hoose    (Lower) 5 5 850,651

Bakool 5 5 310,627

Bay 5 5 620,562

Gedo 4 5 328,378

Juba    Dhexe    (Middle) 4 5 238,877

Juba    Hoose    (Lower) 4 5 385,790

Total 6,601,471

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_report_173.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_report_173.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/426076
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/5C16BB05140EABDBC125777000353557/$file/Somalia+-+July+2010.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/5C16BB05140EABDBC125777000353557/$file/Somalia+-+July+2010.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/5C16BB05140EABDBC125777000353557/$file/Somalia+-+July+2010.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/5C16BB05140EABDBC125777000353557/$file/Somalia+-+July+2010.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/humanitarianappeal/webpage.asp?Nav=_emergency_en&Site=2011&Lang=en
http://ochaonline.un.org/humanitarianappeal/webpage.asp?Nav=_emergency_en&Site=2011&Lang=en
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/5C16BB05140EABDBC125777000353557/$file/Somalia+-+July+2010.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/DR-2011-000029-KEN_0907.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/Total%20Population%20in%20AFLC%2C%20HE%20and%20Famine%20in%20Somalia.pdf
http://www.fews.net/Pages/Horn-of-Africa-Emergency.aspx
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 39% of Somalia's population is urban.  
Among them, 8% are in food and 
livelihood crisis and 13% of them are in 
emergency. 
 

 61% of Somalia's population is rural.  
Among them, 13% are in crisis, 31% 
are in emergency, and 11% are in a 
catastrophic situation. 

 
 In all, 42% of all Somalis are in crisis 

or worse. Conditions currently. 

 

 

 

 

Displacement profile 
There are an estimated 1.46 million displaced people in Somalia. About a third of them 
(470,000 people) are in Mogadishu (OCHA 11/08). 
 
Returns:  
A considerable number of IDP’s have started to return from IDP camps in the Afgooye 
corridor and other parts of Mogadishu, to districts recently abandoned by Al-Shabaab, 
specifically Boondheere, Abdulaziz, Hodan and Karaan. This movement is expected to 
persist as long as the capital continues to be the major distribution point for 
humanitarian aid. Displacement from other parts of Somalia to Mogadishu is also 
ongoing. On 13

th
 of August, the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) declared a 

state of emergency for 3 months in parts of the capital formerly controlled by Al-
Shabaab, as well as in the city’s IDP camps, aimed at ensuring the security of the 
displaced.  

 
In Lower Juba, there are reports of displacement from villages in Jamaame and Jilib 
districts. Over 100 people left one single village of 550 (Adeed Geri). These people are 
thought to be on their way to Kismayo and on to Dhobley on the Somali-Kenya border. 
Previous reports indicate that many more agropastoral villagers in Lower Juba have 
already left their homes. In Bay region, an estimated 2,500 IDP households (15,000 
people) formed new settlements around the town of Burhakaba, and are currently not 
receiving any assistance. Also, according to a local NGO, in the district of Sablale in 
Lower Shabelle an estimated 1,500 IDP households (9,000 people) are in need of 
immediate assistance. The same NGO reports that IDP’s are continuing to arrive at the 
KM 50 camp in Lower Shabelle, where an estimated 6,000 household (36,000 people) 
are currently living. These IDP’s require immediate food, health, water, and sanitation 
assistance (OCHA 17/08). 
 
 

Mogadishu IDP’s concentration:  
 
The numbers of IDP arrivals into Mogadishu in 2011 has been extraordinarily high due 
to drought related issues. The largest influx of IDP’s occurred in January 2011, 
however, trends indicate that since March, the rate of influx has been steadily 
increasing. During the third quarter of 2011 (July to Sep), a total of 34,200 people have 
arrived in Mogadishu, of which UNHCR estimates that 99% were displaced due to 
drought (UNHCR, 5/9). 

 
According to a preliminary assessment conducted by UNITAR/UNOSAT, as of August 
22

nd
, a total of 226 IDP shelter concentrations were identified within the urban extent of 

Mogadishu, this is a significant increase to the 188 concentrations identified in the end 
of July. Within the urban extent of Mogadishu it has been estimated that there is more 
than 41,000 shelter structures (UNITAR/UNOSAT, 22/08). 

 
Map of estimated number of IDP shelter structures by district in Mogadishu 
 

 
Source: UNOSAT 16/08 
 
Severe drought is leading to a considerable increase in migration flows, from rural to 
urban areas, and across international borders. Population movements involve 
refugees, asylum seekers, and large numbers of migrants and pastoralists (IOM 19/7). 
UNHCR estimates that due to violence in the south and central regions of Somalia and 
the severe drought across the country, a quarter of Somalis are now either internally 
displaced or living outside the country as refugees (UNHCR 5/7). Large segments of 
the Somali population have been displaced multiple times, in particular in the south 
central region (IDMC 2010).  
 
 
 

Source: FSNAU 09/11 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Regional%20Sitrep%20No.%209_%2011%20August%202011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Somalia%20Situation%20Report%20No.%209%2017%20August%202011.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4e53ca3313.html
http://maps.unosat.org/HA/DR20110714HOA/UNOSAT_HOA_DR2011_MogadishuIDP-22AUG2011_Report_v2.pdf
http://www.unitar.org/unosat/node/44/1577
http://reliefweb.int/node/426613
http://reliefweb.int/node/423862
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/5C16BB05140EABDBC125777000353557/$file/Somalia+-+July+2010.pdf
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Somali refugees 
 
Currently, there are some 879,000 Somali refugees and asylum seekers in neighbouring countries, with Kenya, Yemen, 
Ethiopia and Djibouti hosting more than 90% of them. Additionally, more than 1.4 million Somalis are internally displaced, 
mostly in the south-central part of the country. 
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demography Somali Refugee population  Source : UNHCR September 2011 

 

Age Female Male 

      

0 to 4 10% 10% 

5 to 11 13% 14% 

12 to 17 7% 7% 

18 to 59 20% 17% 

60+ 1% 1% 

 

 
Kenya 

 
 UNHCR reports that 155,000 refugees have arrived in Dadaab camps as of 29th August. Daily arrivals have decreased 

to between 1000-1200. According to UNHCR, the average daily arrival rate at Dadaab camp between August 1st and 
27th was 1,200 refugees (UNHCR, 27/8). Dadaab camp consists of three camps; Ifo, Dagahaley and Hagadera camp 
which mainly accommodate Somali refugees (OCHA 29/6).  
 

 Somali refugees continue to flood into Kenya, outpacing the ability to process them for formal registration. The 
registered population of the Dadaab camps is now over 400,000 (UNOCHA, 8/9). 
 

Ethiopia 
 
 Somali refugees cross into Ethiopia along the entire border, and in order to have access to aid, many Somalis move to 

the refugee camps in Dollo Ado.  
 

 At present, the four refugee camps in Dollo Ado (Okolmanyo, Malkadida, Kobe and Hilaweyn) and the Transit Centre are 
accommodating a total of 121,279 refugees (UNOCHA, 8/9). There are approximately 250 new arrivals daily into the 
Dollo Ado area, According to UNCHR figures, the Dollo Ado refugee camps had a total population of 40,479 refugees at 
as of December 2010, meaning an influx of more than 80,000 refugees in 2011 (UNCHR, 2/9). There are substantial 
flows of Somali refugees arriving in Gode, Ethiopia. 

 
 In Dollo Ado, 80% of the 121,000 refugees are children under 18 (UNOCHA, 8/9). The Minimum Initial Service Package 

(MISP) should be implemented to prevent excess neonatal and maternal morbidity and mortality. 
 
 The situation in Ethiopia is further complicated by the return of thousands of Ethiopian migrants from Yemen, where 

evacuation operations started in 2010. Major return areas are Oromiya, Tigray, and the Southern Nations, Nationalities 
and People's Region, and Amhara region. The impact of these returns to resource-constrained communities has not yet 
been fully assessed, but it is estimated that about 30% returned to drought-affected areas (IOM 19/7). 

Country 
of 
Asylum 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Total Somali 
refugee population 
by 08/09 

Kenya 9,958 10,176 11,334 10,636 9,214 32,383 41,334 27,719 487,649 

Ethiopia 6,792 2,016 4,072 6,749 12,045 24,042 19,610 3,150 182,057 

Djibouti 384 293 359 246 398 425 833 725 17,532 

Yemen 1,735 2,136 2,130 1,571 1,655 1,189 1,118 3,718 191,875 

Total 18,869 14,621 17,895 19,202 23,312 58,039 64,010 35,312 879,133 

Source: UNHCR 25/08, UNHCR 08/09 
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http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/download.php?id=262.pdf&name=DAILY%20UPDATE%20EM%20RESPONSE_27082011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_1446.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1254414
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1254414
http://www.unhcr.org/4e663b719.html
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1254414
http://reliefweb.int/node/426613
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_2113.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php
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Current situation 
 Following the below-normal 2011 spring rains in the eastern Horn of Africa, food 

security among pastoralists and populations in marginal farming areas sharply 
deteriorated. In addition to below-normal harvests, shortages of grazing resources 
for livestock resulted in abnormal migrations, whereby pastoralists travel long 
distances and group animals in areas with limited remaining pasture and water. 
Livestock health and market prices have deteriorated markedly, with milk 
production declining, affecting child nutrition (FSNAU, 8/7). 

 In total, 4 million people are currently in crisis nationwide; among these, 3.3 million 
people need immediate, lifesaving assistance.  2.6 million of these are in the south 
(FSNAU, 5/9)  

 According to FSNAU, there are currently 450,000 malnourished children in 
Somalia, 190,000 of whom suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM). Of these, 
an estimated 336,000 children, representing 75% of all malnourished children, are 
in the south (OCHA, 6/9). 

  Famine, defined by high mortality and very high malnutrition levels, has been 
declared in six areas of southern and central Somalia: the agropastoral livelihood 
zone of southern Bakool region, Lower Shabelle region, the Balcad and Cadale 
districts of Middle Shabelle region, the Bay region , the Afgoye corridor internally 
displaced persons (IDP) settlement, and the Mogadishu IDP community (FSNAU 
5/9).  

 2011 has seen the lowest Gu production since 1995.19% of the Gu 2010 season 
and 32% of the 5 year average (2006-2010). These production figures include the 
major cereal producing regions of Lower Shabelle and Bay, which in a normal gu 
season account for 75% percent of the total cereal production of southern 
Somalia. Cereal prices remain high in the face of shortfall in local production. 
Thus, a high cost of living will continue to limit purchasing power and access to 
food for market dependent persons, particularly urban people, IDP’s, and the rural 
poor (FSNAU 5/9). 

 Local cereal prices across the south are far above average (over triple the prices 
of 2010 in certain areas). The high prices have eroded the value of wages, and 
combined with the reduction in crop production, have resulted in large food deficits 
(FSNAU, 5/9).  

 Across all livelihoods, poor households (~30% of the population) are unable to 
meet basic food needs and have limited ability to cope with these food deficits 
(FSNAU, 20/7) 

 FSNAU anticipates famine in agro-pastoral and riverine areas of Gedo and Juba, 
and agro-pastoral areas of Middle Shabelle and Hiraan by December 2011. 

 

Forecast 
 Preliminary estimates from the ongoing assessments indicate that crop production 

is one-fourth to one-third of the expected level in the south. 
 

 Both labour‐ and goat‐to‐cereal terms of trade continued to decline and are 

significantly lower than a year ago in most of the southern markets. Absolute food  
 

 
 prices and the size of food price increases continue to be highest for local cereals 

in Bay, Middle Juba, and Lower Shabelle Region. 
 Southern Regions: Given current levels of malnutrition, mortality, and humanitarian 

response, in combination with the likelihood of increasing prices and a harsh dry 
season, food security is expected to deteriorate over the coming months.  

 Local cereal prices are likely to continue rising in the south. The price of rice is 
expected to remain stable and to act as a ceiling on the price of local maize and 
sorghum. 

 Though some localized concerns have been raised, current main season harvest 
prospects for Ethiopia, Kenya, are near average. 

 Despite good Hagaa rains in Juba, which could improve pasture and water, large 

livestock in‐migration to Lower Juba from Kenya and parts of Gedo, particularly in 

Afmadow district, will result in immediate pasture depletion in the area (FSNAU 
16/08). 

 

Key priorities 
Most affected areas 
Southern Somalia, specifically Bay, Bakool, Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, the 
Afgoye corridor and the Mogadishu’s IDP community. Forecasts for the next month 
indicates that the entire southern Somalia may be in famine state.  
 
Most affected groups 
 Poor farmers and agro-pastoral communities with no cereal stock and who cannot 

afford to buy the staple cereals. 
 Urban poor, IDP’s and poor pastoralists in the central regions, where cereal prices 

remain very high. 
 Refugees crossing borders into Kenya and Ethiopia presenting exceptionally high 

malnutrition prevalence. 
 Pastoralist lacking access to animal health, grazing areas and marketing 

opportunities.  
 
Recommendations for intervention 
A massive multi sectoral response is critical to prevent additional deaths and total 
livelihood/social collapse: 
 
Urban poor, IDP’s, refugees and poor farmers: 
 General food distribution, including wet feeding (use of food voucher possible), 

blanket or targeted supplementary feeding (for moderately and severely 
malnourished children and families), food for work, food for training, food for 
assets; emergency school feeding and take home rations for girls, institutional 
feeding for TB/HIV patients and families. 

 Cash interventions to enable grain purchase, to pay off debts with traders, to 
purchase food arriving in markets and facilitating movement to areas where food 
availability may be greater. 

http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-May-June-2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/taxonomy/term/529
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1253957
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Nutrition-Update-May-June-2011.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU_FEWSNET_050911_press_release.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/
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Recent outbreaks                                                                                      
 Acute watery diarrhea 

(AWD) has increased 
across Somalia, mostly 
affecting children. 
Confirmed cholera 
outbreaks are ongoing in 
Mogadishu (Banadir region, 
particularly severe among 
IDP’s community), the 
Afgooye corridor, Baidoa 
(Bay region), Xarardere, 
Bursalah, Godldogob, and 
Hobyo district (Mudug 
region), Awdhegle and 
Wanlaweyne district (Lower 
Shabelle region). The 
cholera outbreak in Baidoa 
is considered under control 
(UNHCR June 2011, WHO 
16/08). 

 This sudden increase of 
AWD has various reasons: 
the numerous informal IDP 
settlements with makeshift 
shelters, poor sanitation 
and limited access to safe 
water, limited capacity of 
existing health providers to 
access those informal, and 
the high level of 
malnourished children due 
to the ongoing famine 

making them much more prone to waterborne (WHO 16/08). 
 Confirmed measles and suspect dengue fever cases have been identified in 

Mogadishu (Banadir region) and in the Dollo Ado camp in southern Ethiopia. 
Dengue fever is confirmed in Galbeed region of Somaliland. According to WHO, 
the numbers of suspected measles cases in Somalia has increased by over 660 
percent compared to the same time last year. In July, 1,019 suspected measles 
cases and 31 related deaths were reported in south and central Somalia 
compared to 133 cases in July 2010. The main causes and major factors for a 
measles outbreak in Somalia are low vaccine coverage, malnutrition, population 

movements, and over-crowded IDP camps (FSNAU, 24/8) 

 According to the WHO and MERLIN, 60% of children under 5, and 40% of 
women of child-bearing age need to be vaccinated against measles (OCHA 
08/11). 

 
Nutrition  
 Based on the most recent data available for each region, the average GAM 

prevalence was 36% and the SAM prevalence was 16%. Exceptionally high GAM 
rates (>40%) are registered in Bakool Pastoral and agropastoral, Bay 
agropastoral, Hiran agropastoral, Lower Shebelle Agropastoral and Pastoral, and 
Afgoye IDP areas (FSNAU 5/9) 

 
Situation by region:  
 
Somalia: 
 Mogadishu (Banadir): Malnutrition is high among the Afgooye IDP’s with a GAM 

rate of 39% and SAM of 15%. 
 Middle/Lower Juba: Recent data indicates a GAM prevalence of 40% among 

riverine populations and 34 and 31% for Agropastoral and pastoral populations 
respectively. 

 Middle Shabelle: half of its population (280,000) lives in crisis. Middle Shabelle 
has high malnutrition rates, with the agropastoral area having GAM rates of 35%. 

 Bakool: has at least 70% (210,000 people) of its population is in acute food and 
livelihood crisis. During the past week, 12,000 beneficiaries received a one-
month food ration while 6,700 people received cash for work. Bakool has GAM 
prevalence rates of over 40% in both agropastoral and pastoral areas (FSNAU 
5/9). 

 Gedo: Recent surveys indicate the GAM prevalence of 39% in riverine areas, 
27% among agropastoral and 32% among the pastoral population (FSNAU, 5/9). 
This is an apparent reduction in previously recorded GAM rates, however 
approximately half of people in crisis are receiving general food distribution, food 
vouchers, cash for work and cash relief programmes. In addition, a wet feeding 
programme has recently been initiated in the region (OCHA 12/08). 

 Bay: Famine was declared in the Bay region by the FSNAU on September 5
th
. 

The highest recorded level of acute malnutrition is in Bay, where the GAM 
prevalence is 58%. The U.S. Center for Disease Control (CDC) has verified these 
findings (FSNAU, 5/9). 

 
Kenya:  
 A recent MSF Nutrition survey led in Dagahaley camp in June 2011 shows 31% 

GAM for children 0-6 months, 38% GAM for children 6-59 months and 43% GAM 
for children 5-10 years. SAM is about 17% for both age groups. A retrospective 
mortality survey showed that the main causes of death were “diarrhoea” and 
“cough/difficult breathing“ 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_152.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/Somalia-Dekadal-4th-24August2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_123.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_123.pdf
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/Overall-Nutrition-Situation-Gu-2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/somalia
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Ethiopia 
 Somali refugees are arriving in Ethiopia in critically poor state of health. In Dollo 

Ado’s Kobe camp, the SAM rate of children is 19%. In the newest camp, 
Hilaweyn, the SAM is 16%, while in the older camps (Melkadida and 
Bokolmanyo), the SAM rates are 10% and 7% respectively (UNCHR, 2/9).   

 

Mortality   
 
 In the Dollo Ado camps of Ethiopia, the health situation is critical with Crude 

Mortality Rate (CMR) and Under 5 Mortality Rate (U5MR) of 4.5/10,000/day and 
14.9/10,000/day respectively. Some drought affected areas of HOA witnessed 
heavy rains during the week thereby increasing the risk of outbreaks of diarrhea 
diseases and malaria (WHO 23/08) 

 Tens of thousands of people have died in the past three months (FSNAU, 5/9). 
The exact number of drought related deaths are unclear. However, death rates 
from surveys in the Shabelle region show about 340 excess deaths per day. 
About 300 of these deaths are children under the age of 5.  If this level were to 
continue for a month, it represents 10,000 deaths due to the famine in this one 
district alone. Population-wide death rates are above the Famine threshold 
(2/10,000/day) in the Bay, Bakool and Middle Shabelle (Balcad and Cadale) 
agropastoral livelihood zones, and more than double the Famine threshold in 
Lower Shabelle and among IDP’s in the Afgoye corridor and Mogadishu.  

 Under-5 death rates are higher than 4/10,000/day in all areas of the south except 
Juba pastoral. Under-5 death rates meet or exceed 13/10,000/day (equivalent to 
10 percent of children under five dying every 11 weeks) in riverine and 
agropastoral areas of Lower Shabelle and among Afgoye and Mogadishu IDP’s 
(FSNAU, 5/9). 

 In the Kobe camp in Dollo Ado (Ethiopia), an average of ten children under 5 
have died every day, due to a combination of malnutrition and measles outbreaks 
(UNHCR 16/08). 

 

Key priorities – Health 
 
Most affected groups:  
Women, children, pregnant/lactating women, especially vulnerable displaced 
persons, and residents in conflict and/or famine affected areas.  
Immediate public health risks include acute malnutrition, water and food-borne 
diseases, diseases associated with crowding, vaccine preventable diseases and 
vector-borne diseases. 

 

Most affected areas (CAP 2011): 
 Greater Mogadishu, including the Afgooye and Balcad corridors. 
 Areas where short-term and local displacement is anticipated (Bakool, Hiraan, 

Gedo, Lower Juba, Bossaso, Gaalkacyo). 

 Regions underserved but with anticipated access (North Galgaduud, Lower 
Shabelle and Mudug). 

 
Recommendations for intervention for Health and Nutrition: 
 
The greatest risk of morbidity and mortality is from communicable diseases. Measles 
and malnutrition exacerbate each other, resulting in high death rates with 
complications, including diarrhoea and pneumonia. Therefore the following is 
recommended: 

 
 Vaccination of children starting at 6 months against measles is a high priority. 

Other Expanded Programmes on Immunization should be strengthened, 
including polio. 

 Promote health education and hygiene against cholera and dysentery. 
Strengthen cholera treatment with pre-positioning of supplies. 

 Maintain and expand integrated disease surveillance and reporting network for 
disease early warning alert and outbreak detection. At a minimum require weekly 
reporting of alerts and potential outbreaks. Investigate all outbreak rumours. 

 Treat moderate acute malnutrition of children and pregnant/lactating women 
(stabilization centres, outpatient therapeutic, supplementary feeding). Distribute 
nutrition supplement for children <2 and pregnant/lactating mothers to prevent 
acute/chronic malnutrition (FFT, FFA, wet feeding programmes). 

 Maintain rapid nutrition surveys where comprehensive assessments are not 
possible. 

 Promote trauma and emergency surgery, especially in conflict-affected areas, 
including reproductive health interventions of: emergency obstetric care, pre- and 
post-natal care, sexual transmitted infection prevention, blood safety 
interventions, and GBV prevention.  

 Scale up primary and secondary health care, including mobile and outreach 
services (maternal, child and nutrition health care) and referral systems. 
Establish and maintain functional and staffed health facilities to secure essential 
medicines and medical supplies, and to pre-position supplies for emergency 
response.  

 Reproductive health interventions: emergency obstetric and newborn care 
services, 24/7 referral system established for pregnancy-related emergencies, 
clean delivery kits, sexually transmitted infection prevention and treatment, GBV 
prevention and response support, and planning for comprehensive reproductive 
health services. Health education, hygiene promotion, and continued Expanded 
Programme on Immunization, especially against measles. 

http://www.unhcr.org/4e663b719.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_179.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/441080
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Somalia/$FILE/CAP_2011_Somalia_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
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Current crisis:  
 
Somalia:  
 The drought has caused a severe water crisis and extremely high prices of water 

(FSNAU 2011). In May there were 2.4 million people in need of WASH 
interventions due to poor rainfall, high water prices and conflict (WASH Cluster 
31/5). With the evolution of the recent crisis, the WASH Cluster is now targeting 
2.8 million people across Somalia with sustained access to safe water and 1.3 
million people with emergency sanitation until the end of 2011 (OCHA, 6/9). 

 Communities in south and central Somalia are particularly affected due to the low 
coverage of rural water and sanitation (ECHO 2011). 

 In Mogadishu there remains a need to sustain and increase WASH activities to 
forestall disease outbreaks that could greatly affect the already weak population 
(UNICEF 04/08, OCHA 12/08).  

 As can be seen in the map, the regions hardest hit by the drought also have the 
lowest access to improved water sources (dark blue) (WASH Cluster April 2011). 
 

Ethiopia:  
 Problems reported in Bokolmayo and Melkadida refugee camps include:  

irregular supply of water, poor quality of water, poor sanitation, and poor personal 
hygiene (ACF 2011). 

 In Somali region, the Government’s Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Bureau (DPPB) has requested that urgent water trucking activities be resumed in 
six woredas, including in Korahe zone and Warder zone (OCHA 04/08). 
 

Kenya:  
 Refugees in Dadaab have to cope with intense heat, very little water and 

poor sanitation. The lack of water in the outskirts is a real concern. MSF has 
found in some areas outside Dagahaley camp that refugees are receiving less 
than three litres of water per day (MSF 14/7).  

 

 

 
 
Key priorities 
 
Most affected areas:  
 Famine areas and areas with high malnutrition rates (WASH cluster 17/08) 
 Southern regions of Somalia and refugee camps in Dadaab (Kenya), Dollo Ado 

(Ethiopia), and recently parts of Eritrea 
 
Most affected groups: 
 Children, especially malnourished <5 years old 
 Newly arrived refugees in Kenya and Ethiopia 
 IDP’s and rural population within Somalia 
 
Recommendations for intervention (Guidance documents available at Somalia 
WASH Cluster): 
 Increase and ensure free access to safe water, sanitation services, and hygiene 

promotion for affected populations, especially in nutrition centres, to reduce the 
incidence of diarrhoea in malnourished children 

 Monitor water quantity and quality (especially by reporting on litres of 
water/person/day available, until now present in very few reports) 

 Rehabilitation/construction of boreholes, deepening of shallow wells in Somalia 
(through cash for work) 

 Provision of water to refugees and IDP’s, if necessary through water trucking. 
Voucher for water is also an option 

 Maintenance, chlorination, rehabilitation, protection, and extension of existing 
water (network) systems in Somalia. Support and train communities to chlorinate 
their water sources or treat water at the household level (MYR 2011)

http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/FSNAU-Quarterly-Brief-April-2011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/WASH/tabid/2831/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1253957
http://reliefweb.int/node/423966
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Somalia%20Weekly%20SitRep%233_04%20August%202011.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/somalia
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/WASH/tabid/2831/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Horn%20of%20Africa%20Interim%20Situation%20Report%204%20August%202011.pdf
http://www.msf.org.uk/Dadaab_malnutrition_20110714.news
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/WASH/tabid/2831/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/Clusters/WASH/tabid/2831/language/en-US/Default.aspx
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Somalia 
 
 Intense fighting, poor command over TFG forces, clan based divisions, and 

insecurity contribute to indiscriminate attacks on civilians (HRW 2010, UNSC 
28/4): 4,000 civilians casualties, including over 1,000 deaths, and numerous 
abuses against the civilian population (HRW August 2011). 

 
 

Child Protection 
 Widespread and systematic recruitment and use of children in armed conflict in 

southern and central Somalia is ongoing  (UNSC 28/4, Amnesty 19/7) with 
recruitment of child soldiers under age 15 by armed Islamist groups. Somalia's 
TFG has been found to be a party to recruiting, using, killing and maiming 
children in armed conflict. Abductions and forced or arbitrary deprivation of liberty 
are used by armed groups to forcibly recruit children (Amnesty 19/7). Children 
are mostly recruited through force and deception in schools, IDP settlements or 
refugee camps in neighbouring countries (HIP 2011). 

 Cases of rape and sexual violence against children have been reported (UNSC 
28/4). Somali children are denied access to education and killed or injured in 
indiscriminate attacks in densely populated areas (Amnesty 19/7). 

 
 

Human Rights Violations 
 Somalis fleeing from Al-Shabaab-controlled areas reported widespread human 

rights abuses. Al-Shabaab continues to carry out public beheadings and 
floggings; forcibly recruits both adults and children into its forces; imposes 
onerous regulations on nearly every aspect of human behavior and social life, 
and deprives inhabitants under its rule of badly needed humanitarian assistance, 
including food and water. The population in areas controlled by the TFG and its 
allies has also been subjected to violations of international human rights and 
humanitarian law, including arbitrary arrest and detention, restrictions on free 
speech/assembly, and indiscriminate attacks harming civilians (HRW August 
2011) 

 

 
 

 
  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_500.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_500.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia0811webwcover.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_500.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
https://dl-web.dropbox.com/get/SDR%20-%20Eastern%20Africa%20Drought/10.%20Key%20documents/Somalia/110615%20ECHO%20-%20HIP%20SOMALIA.pdf?w=a23c8858
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_500.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_500.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia0811webwcover.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia0811webwcover.pdf
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Ethiopia 
 
 Somali women and girls are facing an even greater risk of GBV, both during their 

journey out of Somalia, and upon arrival in Dollo Ado. Some refugees are 
experiencing violence during their journey, including rape, while crowded 
conditions, stress from difficult experiences, and a lack of resources may be 
resulting in an increase in GBV in the camps (IMC 01/08). 

 

Risk factors at Dollo Ado camps 
 According to international Medical Corps, several factors may have an impact on 

the GBV risks:In the current structure, there are no separate latrines or bathing 
facilities for females in Kobe camp or the Transit and Reception Centers. Women 
and girls have to walk to remote locations for privacy, and also to collect water, 
wood, and charcoal, exposing them to possible violence.  

 Both women and men expressed concern that conflict over limited resources, 
particularly fuel sources, could lead to violence against women and girls. A 
staggering 88% of Kobe refugees are younger than 18 years old. They may face 
increased risks of sexual abuse and forced prostitution. 

 The security presence is limited. There is no lighting in the Dollo Ado refugee 
camps or in the Reception and Transit Centers, and no permanent security 
presence in the camps. While ARRA Protection Officers and local police do patrol 
the Reception and Transit Centers, their identity and responsibilities are unclear 
among refugees and service providers alike. 

 There is no supply of post-exposure prophylaxis for HIV, a lifesaving treatment 
for survivors of rape, in either the ARRA-run Kobe Camp Health Center or the 
Regional Health Bureau-run Health Center in Dollo Ado (IMC 01/08). 
 

Kenya 
 
 Somalis seeking safety in Kenya contend with police harassment, arbitrary 

arrests, and deportation back to Somalia. Somali refugees en-route to the 
sprawling complex of refugee camps at Dadaab, Kenya, take hazardous back 
roads and use smugglers to avoid the Kenyan police and the official border post, 
that until recently remained closed. They are then at the mercy of well-organized 
networks of bandits who engage in robbery and rape (HRW August 2011). 

 80% of the refugees entering the Dadaab camp each day are women and 
children (DEC 14/7). These groups may have differential access to services that 
can further marginalize them. 

 

 
 
Key priorities 
 
Priority Areas 
 Conflict affected areas of Somalia – Mogadishu and other urban centers in the 

south central zone (HIP 2011) 
 Drought affected areas of Somalia 
 Dadaab camps and surrounding areas in northeastern Kenya 
 Refugee camps in Dollo Ado region of Ethiopia 
 
Priority Groups 
 Children: child soldiers, displaced and refugee children, children who are 

separated or alone, and children suffering from malnutrition 
 Women and girls who live on their own in refugee camps are particularly 

vulnerable and more at risk of sexual abuse (Amnesty 19/7) 
 Conflict affected Somali IDP’s  
 Somali refugees entering Kenya and Ethiopia without documentation and who 

remain unregistered even as they move into camps 
 
Recommendations for intervention 
 Protection of women and children should be prioritized by having a GBV 

coordinator in place to improve coordination of GBV prevention and response 
between health, legal, psychosocial, protection, and other sectors 

 Establish site-specific referral pathways and ensure communities are informed of 
these services 

 Ensure that essential drugs are readily available for rape victims, and that health 
care providers are trained in the clinical management of rape 

 Implement Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC) GBV Guidelines for 
minimum prevention and response interventions within each sector: WASH, 
Protection, HR, Nutrition, Health, Shelter and NFIs, Education and Community 
Services 

 Identify safe spaces for displaced and refugee children in Kenyan and Ethiopian 
camps, as well as urban areas experiencing high levels of displacement within 
Mogadishu 

 Earmark locations within refugee camps for especially vulnerable households 
(child, female and older person), which are near services and protection 

 Increase HR resources at camps and border crossings to register incoming 
refugees

http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/document.doc?id=207
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia0811webwcover.pdf
https://dl-web.dropbox.com/get/SDR%20-%20Eastern%20Africa%20Drought/10.%20Key%20documents/Somalia/110615%20ECHO%20-%20HIP%20SOMALIA.pdf?w=a23c8858
http://reliefweb.int/node/426781
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Current Issues 

 
 More than 4,000 drought victims are crammed in the Somali Government Camp 

in Mogadishu called Safety. Families have built their own homes at the camp with 
tree branches, wood and plastic sheets; there are no beds, people sleep on the 
floor (BBC 20/7). According to OCHA, 1,8 million people in Somalia require 
shelter and/or NFIs, and of these the Emergency Shelter and NFI cluster is 

targeting 1,287,490 people this year (OCHA, 6/9). 

OC0/08) 
Dadaab camp, Kenya 
 As of early September, 30,000 refugees have been relocated from Dadaab 

outskirts to the three extensions, namely Ifo II, Ifo III and Kambioos. Relocation to 
Ifo III extension has been suspended awaiting settlement of disputes with host 
community over plot ownership (OCHA, 8/9). 

 According to UNHCR, the average daily arrival rate at Dadaab camps between 
August 1st and 27th was 1,200 refugees (UNHCR, 27/8). 

 
Dollo Ado Camps. Ethiopia 
 According to UNHCR, as of September 2

nd
, the four camps in Dollo Ado, namely 

Bokolmanyo, Melkadida, Kobe and Hilaweyn, and the Transit Center 
accommodate a total of 120,871 refugees (UNHCR, 2/9). 

 As a result of the influx into Dollow over the past three months, a spontaneous 
site for IDP’s has sprung up on the banks of the Juba River, in an area known as 
Kasale. IDP’s there live in makeshift shelters and survive on donations of food 
from the local population. As the current influx has been ongoing for over three 
months now, the ability of the locals to support the IDP’s is severely stretched 
(UNHCR 05/08). 

 
Key priorities 
 
Priority Areas 
 Areas of new displacement in Somalia, especially Mogadishu and other urban 

centers 
 Refugee camps in Dollo Ado in Ethiopia and Dadaab in Kenya 

 
Priority Groups 
 Somali IDP’s, Somali refugees in Kenya, and Ethiopian refugee camps 
 Especially vulnerable IDP’s and refugees (female, elderly, and child headed 

households) 
 

 
 
 
Recommendations for intervention 
 Emergency shelter and NFI support for existing and new Somali IDP’s. 

Temporary or transitional shelter for stabilized IDP settlements with a high level 
of community organization, consent of the landowner (or clear land titled granted 
to IDP residents) and support of the authorities.   

 Provision of emergency shelter and basic NFIs for newcomers to camp locations 
in Kenya and Ethiopia (UNHCR July 2011). 

 Accelerate pipeline, and warehousing, of shelter materials to improve timely 
provision of emergency shelter to drought and conflict affected Somalis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Key background resources 
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