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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good 2012 cereal harvest  

 Import of cereals to significantly decline in the 
2012/2013 marketing year (July/June) 

 In spite of stable food prices the food security of 
vulnerable groups is still fragile 

Good cereal harvest in 2012 
In general, weather conditions in 2012 were satisfactory. The 
lack of rain observed in parts of Southern Georgia has resulted 
in lower soil moisture, although overall this has not badly 
impacted the cereal output, even though wheat and barley 
yields were slightly lower than last year. The second 
consecutive good harvest is also the result of the support 
measures implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture, which 
established machinery and extension service centres to help 
farmers. 
 
Wheat, barley, and maize production represent 18 percent, 
7 percent and 74 percent of total cereal production respectively, 
and the aggregated cereal output is estimated to be well above 
the five-year average. The maize harvest has almost been 
completed while wheat and barley are mainly winter crops. The 
planting of winter crops is now underway and sowing conditions 
are satisfactory. 

Import of cereals to significantly decline in 
the 2012/2013 marketing year (July/June) 
The country covers around 80 percent of its domestic cereal 
consumption needs by imports, mainly wheat, from Kazakhstan 
and the Russian Federation. In light of accumulated reserves 
and high international prices cereal imports are expected to 
decline in marketing year 2012/13 (July/June) as a result of 
ample reserves from last year high volumes of imports. Despite 
the decline in imports, the cereal import bill is expected to 
increase because of higher international wheat prices. 

In spite of stable food prices the food security 
of vulnerable groups is still fragile 
In August 2012, the domestic prices of staple foods remained 
stable, close to the level of a year ago (bread, pork, and 
mutton). A decrease of retail prices has been noted for wheat 
flour, milk, and potatoes. Bread and wheat flour prices reflect 
the overall decrease in import bills in the previous marketing 
year. According to official information from the Statistics Office 
of Georgia, the overall annual inflation rate for January to April 
2012 was 7 percent, and food inflation was 1 percent. However, 
the poverty level in the country remains higher than it was in 
2007, and there are 30 000 internally displaced persons who 
need government support to survive. In addition, the slowdown 
in economic growth in the country due to a deterioration external 
economic conditions and a decline of remittances from Russia, 
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Italy, and Greece has created concerns about the stability of the 
food security of vulnerable groups of the population who spend 
a large part of their incomes on food.   
 

 
 

 

 


