
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Tensions mount in Jonglei’s 

Pibor County as fighting 

between rebel militia and the 

South Sudan army continued 

in Likuangole and spread to 

Gumuruk. 

 At least 245,000 people have 

been affected by seasonal 

flooding across the country. 

Humanitarian organizations 

continued to provide relief 

including emergency shelter, 

household items and hygiene 

assistance to people in need. 

 Humanitarian partners 

worked to curb an outbreak 

of Hepatitis E which has 

caused the death of 19 

people to date in refugee 

sites in Upper Nile State.  

 

 

 

BASELINE 

Population  (NBS) 8.26 
million 

GDP per 
capita 
(SSNBS) 

 $1,546 

% pop living 
on less than 
$1.25 per day 
(UNDP) 

51% 

Life 
expectancy 
(Health 
Survey 2006) 

42 years 

Under-five 
mortality 
(MoH) 

135/1,000 

<5 global 
acute 
malnutrition 
rate (SSNBS) 

18.1% 

 

 

  
Situation overview 
The security situation in Jonglei State’s Pibor County was tense and unpredictable as 
fighting between rebel militia and the South Sudan army continued in Likuangole and 
spread to nearby Gumuruk. Up to 7,000 inhabitants of Likuangole village remained 
inaccessible and in possible need of humanitarian assistance. Relief organizations 
continued to respond to at least 245,000 people affected by flooding across the country, 
where heavy rains have affected all 10 states. Humanitarian agencies were also focused 
on responding to over 172,000 Sudanese refugees in Unity and Upper Nile states, were 
efforts are underway to curb a Hepatitis E outbreak which has caused the death of 19 
people so far. 

UN deadline expires as presidents meet in Ethiopia 

The UN Security Council deadline for the governments of South Sudan and Sudan to 
comply with UNSC Resolution 2046 and reach agreements on oil, citizenship, disputed 
border areas and demarcation, expired on 22 September without any substantial 
progress reported. A presidential meeting of the two states’ leaders took place in Addis 
Ababa on 23 September, but no readout of the meeting has yet been publicized. The 
latest round of talks bringing together the two countries resumed on 4 September in the 
Ethiopian capital, and will continue into next week with both presidents, key advisors and 
the African Union mediating team in attendance. 

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Tensions high in Jonglei State 
as clashes continue 

Fighting between rebel militia and the 
South Sudan army continued into its 
second month in Likuangole in 
Jonglei’s Pibor County, with the latest 
clashes reported on 22 September, 
according to UN Security. Fresh 
hostilities over the weekend in the 
town of Gumuruk were thought to 
have displaced thousands of civilians, 
in addition to 7,000 previously 
displaced in nearby Likuangole town. 
In light of the recent insecurity over 
the past week, international NGOs 
began downsizing their presence 
from Pibor as a precautionary 
measure, and also because of 
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An IOM staffer helps a mother and baby onto a bus carrying South 

Sudanese returnees from Juba to Torit (IOM). 

Jonglei State, South Sudan.  
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Over 245,000 people  

have been affected  

by seasonal flooding 

across the country, 

according to inter-

agency assessments. 
 

 

 

2.4 million 
Food-insecure people targeted 
(4.7 million at risk of food 
insecurity.  

Source: CAP MYR 2012) 

 

 

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

208 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 167,931 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures  
as of 15 September 2012. 

 

 

REFUGEES 
Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro    42,606 

Gendrassa     10,987 

Jammam    18,846 

Yusuf Batil    34,112 

Total  106,551 

 
Numbers in Unity  

Nyeel        907 

Pariang     1,223 

Yida   63,558 

Total   65,688 

  

Source: UNHCR, figures as of  
22 September 2012. 

 

 

flooding. As of 24 September, ten staff were relocated from Pibor, leaving eight 
relocatable NGO staff on the ground.  

Humanitarian response ongoing to flood-affected communities 

The response continued to at least 245,000 people affected by seasonal flooding across 
the country, as new flooding reports continued to be received. In the worst affected state 
of Jonglei, increased flooding was reported in Duk and Uror counties. In Uror, an inter-
agency assessment carried out from 13-14 September identified water, sanitation, 
hygiene, health, food and the provision of household items as the most pressing needs of 
those affected by the floods. The response is already ongoing by partners on the ground. 
The Logistics Cluster helicopter continued to deliver lifesaving relief to close to 195,000 
flood-affected people across Jonglei that could not be reached by road because of the 
heavy rains. Over 40 metric tons of aid, including medical and nutrition supplies, has 
been delivered to flood-affected communities since 14 September. 

In Western Equatoria State, inter-
agency assessments were carried out 
in Ibba, Mundri East and Nzara 
counties in response to reported 
flooding, identifying close to 4,000 
people affected. In Mundri East where 
the majority of those affected were 
located, some 3,000 people were 
identified in need of emergency 
shelter and household items.  

Northern Bahr el Ghazal saw a 
marked escalation of localized floods, 
with four of the five counties in the 
state reporting flooding. Inter-agency 

assessments reported that over 6,800 
people have now been affected by 

flooding in the state. In Aweil town, an estimated 2,100 people have moved and settled 
on dry railway and roads, after their homes were destroyed. The high waters have 
reportedly begun to recede. The response is ongoing to these people with emergency 
shelter, household items, safe drinking water and health services being provided.  

Refugee update 
Humanitarian partners in Upper Nile State work to curb Hepatitis E  

The number of Sudanese refugees in Upper Nile State’s Maban County who have died 
from Hepatitis E reached 19 people over the week, with 539 cases diagnosed to date, 
according to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR). The outbreak of Hepatitis E was 
announced by the Ministry of Health on 13 September. Humanitarian organizations 
continued to scale up prevention interventions to curb the outbreak, including intensive 
sensitization of communities to hygiene practices, constructing additional hand-washing 
stations, increasing access to safe drinking water, and improving overall sanitation 
conditions in the camps.   

Efforts continue to improve water and sanitation in Upper Nile refugee sites  

Continued efforts by relief organizations engaged in water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) activities has led to improved water availability and sanitation in all refugee 
camps in Upper Nile State. Water supply levels have improved over the past several 
months and currently the average water supply level in Maban County is 13.5 litres per 
person per day. The highest provision is in Doro camp, hosting the largest population, 
with 17 litres per person per day. The lowest remains Yusuf Batil camp, which was set up 

Families wade through water in Dor payam in Lakes State, to reach 
higher ground in Awerial County (OCHA).  
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in July, providing 9.2 litres per person per day. The Sphere Standard internationally 
recommended level of water is 15 litres per person per day.  

Borehole drilling was ongoing in Yusuf Batil, Doro and Gendrassa sites over the week. In 
addition in Yusuf Batil camp, a rig able to drill to 300 metres arrived to begin drilling 
additional boreholes that access deeper water sources, in an effort to avoid 
overstretching or depleting local water sources. 

The treatment and distribution of water from the nearby river initially set up as a back-up 
to improve water availability in Yusuf Batil was put on hold. This will allow organizations to 
verify whether there is a risk of Hepatitis E contamination by the river. The US Centre for 
Disease Control and WASH partners are reviewing the issue.  

1,000 new arrivals reach Yida in poor health  

Over 1,000 Sudanese refugees 
arrived in Unity State’s Yida 
over the week, having fled 
conflict in Southern Kordofan. 
The number is up from 
approximately 350 per week in 
mid-August. Young children are 
arriving in increasingly poor 
health, according to health 
partners on the ground. At the 
end of August, 3.3 per cent of 
children under five arriving were 
severely malnourished and 5.89 
per cent moderately 
malnourished. This has 
increased to 6.87 per cent 
severely malnourished and 7.63 
per cent moderately 
malnourished as of 15 
September, according to the 
NGO Samaritan’s Purse. This 
increases concerns that the 
humanitarian situation in Southern Kordofan is worsening. High energy biscuits are being 
provided to all children under five on arrival, and malnourished children are referred to the 
supplementary feeding programme. A new nutritional screening for pregnant and lactating 
women recently began. 

Returns to South Sudan 
Government-organized returnee flights commence 

Some 160 extremely vulnerable returnees were flown from Khartoum to South Sudan on 
19 September by the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), with support from the 
African Inland Church, the South Sudan Embassy and the Sudanese IDP Centre. Plans 
are in place to fly some 2,000 vulnerable returnees in the coming weeks from Khartoum, 
with destinations of  Juba, Malakal, Aweil and Kwajok. Humanitarian partners will provide 
emergency assistance as needed for the returnees in transit.  

Despite the reduced movements over the past weeks, humanitarian partners remained on 
alert for any increase in new arrivals, as over 40,000 returnees are estimated to be 
prepared to depart Khartoum and Kosti as soon as affordable transit to South Sudan 
becomes available. To discuss these and other issues, a delegation from the Government 
of South Sudan, including the Chairperson of the RRC, visited Sudan during the week. 

On 16 September, over 150 returnees arrived in Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal after 
being transported by humanitarian partners from Juba, many of which will continue 

Refugee influx from Sudan’s Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan states into 
South Sudan. 

Young children are 

arriving in increasingly 

poor health to Unity’s 

Yida refugee camp, 

according to health 

partners on the 

ground. 

IOM estimates that 

about 125,000 people 

returned to South 

Sudan from Sudan 

since January 2012. 
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onwards to Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states. On 21 September, IOM 
transported 37 returnees to Torit in Eastern Equatoria. Overall, about 125,000 returns 
have now arrived in South Sudan in 2012, according to monitoring carried out by IOM and 
RRC. 

Urban land allocation remains a challenge to returnee reintegration 

As large proportions of returnees wish to settle in urban areas, land allocation continues 
to be a challenging issue for reintegration. Many returnees are attracted to urban areas 
due to the better availability of services, creating challenges for local authorities to 
balance the need to provide land to returnees, the rights of local landowners, the high 
demand for land in urban areas, and the need to limit the pull factor to the overstretched 
services in urban areas. 

In Upper Nile State’s Renk, about 11,000 returnees reside at the Abayok site, the majority 
of whom wish to remain there but do not have permanent land on which to settle. Many of 
these people are not originally from the area, and due to its proximity to Khartoum and 
more established basic services, local authorities are concerned that open land allocation 
will create an unmanageable pull of returnees to the town.  

In Eastern Equatoria’s Torit town, local authorities estimate that over 1,800 returnees 
remain in makeshift accommodation while land allocation issues are resolved, as local 
landowners are reportedly resisting providing them with land.  

In Kwajok in Warrap State, 240 returnees are camping at a bus station while they await 
land allocation in the town. Government authorities contend that they had indicated a 
different final destination originally and that the returnees have changed their minds, 
reportedly making it difficult for authorities to plan and accommodate. Negotiations to 
resolve the issue continue. In the meantime, humanitarian partners have provided food, 
household items and immunization services to the returnees.  

Humanitarian assistance continues for returnees in transit 

Humanitarian assistance continued to be provided to returnees who are stranded or in 
transit. Food and household item kits were distributed to 56 individuals who arrived in 
Kwajok on 20 September. Another 40 individuals arrived in Aweil in Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal were also provided with relief. Several sick children received healthcare, while 
verification and registration was done on arrival and local onward transport provided. 
Accommodation and food rations were also given to those destined for further counties 
before they received onward transport.  

Water and sanitation services have been upgraded at a transit site in Western Bahr el 
Ghazal’s Wau, including the rehabilitation of boreholes, hand pumps and latrines. 
Hygiene and sanitation promotion will be carried out in the coming week.   

Humanitarian planning and coordination 
CHF allocates US$40 million to priority humanitarian activities 

The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) Advisory Board allocated US$40 million towards 
urgent humanitarian activities in South Sudan on 20 September. The allocation will 
ensure the replenishment of core pipelines in health, nutrition, water and sanitation, non-
food items and emergency shelter, seeds and tools, and emergency education sectors. It 
will also ensure that essential common services and logistics support are in place in the 
most vulnerable areas of Greater Bahr el Ghazal, Jonglei, Lakes, Unity, Upper Nile and 
Warrap. The CHF allocation will support NGO frontline service providers in responding to 
humanitarian needs of vulnerable groups, particularly people displaced and returnees in 
areas with high levels of malnutrition. The pipelines will cater for the needs of tens of 
thousands of people who remain displaced from the contested Abyei area.  

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING  

1.2 billion  
requested (US$) 

627 million 
received (US$) 

54% funded 
 

Source: FTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report was prepared 
by the OCHA South 
Sudan office in 
collaboration with 
humanitarian partners.  
If you have inputs for  
the next edition, or 
questions/comments  
on the current issue,  
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org 
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