
          Outlook Highlights 

• Normal to above – normal 

rainfall is expected over the 

bulk of SADC Region.  

• Above-normal rainfall condi-

tions are expected over north-

ern Tanzania and Madagascar 

• Northern DRC, extreme north-

western Angola, south of 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe, 

eastern half of Botswana and 

South Africa are expected to 

receive normal to below-

normal  rainfall   

SUMMARY ON THE OF THE 

RAINY SEASON  

During October,  sporadic moder-

ate to heavy rains have been ob-

served in the northern and south-

eastern parts of continental SADC 

and over Madagascar.   

These episodic rains herald the 

commencement of the rainy sea-

son in the northernmost of contig-

uous SADC. However, the onset of 

the rains has to firmly set in across 

the bulk of SADC.  

Meantime, the November 2012 to 

January 2013 rainfall projections 

for SADC are mostly normal to 

above-normal, largely consistent 

with SARCOF-16 projections.  

• Details are on pages 3 and 4. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

ENSO UPDATE` 

Borderline ENSO-neutral/ 
weak El Niño conditions 
are expected to continue 
into summer period of 
2012-13, possibly 
strengthening during the 
next few months 
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Inside this issue: 

El Nino -Southern Oscillation 

• During September 2012, the trend towards El Niño slowed in 

several key oceanic and atmospheric indicators.  

• However, the Pacific basin reflects borderline ENSO-neutral/ 

weak El Niño conditions.  



 

.  

During September 2012, the atmosphere 
was still largely ENSO-neutral, as reflected 
by the sea-surface-temperature (SST) 
anomalies (Fig.3). Southern Oscillation   
Index (SOI) and near-average upper-level 
and lower-level winds across much of the 
Pacific confirm near neutral conditions.  
However, tropical convection increased 
near the Date Line, which is consistent 
with weak El Niño conditions.  
 
Therefore the current atmosphere and 
ocean indicate borderline ENSO-neutral/ 
weak El Niño conditions.  

The majority of climate models indicate that bor-

derline ENSO-neutral/ weak El Niño conditions 

will continue, and about half suggest that El Niño 

could develop, but remain weak (Fig. 4).  

There is persistent warmer-than-normal  SST 

conditions over the Mozambique Channel in the 

Indian Ocean. This will largely be conducive to 

the moisture feeding onto southeastern part of 

the sub-region (Fig.3).   

EL-NIÑ0 UPDATE  -   ENSO-NEUTRAL 

Fig.4:  Model forecasts for ENSO event a:above 
and b: below (Source: IRI) 
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Fig. 3: Mean global  oceans SST anomalies  for 
October 2012 period (Source: IRI) 

 

 



THE ONSET OF THE RAINY SEASON  
 
The rain tongue following the convergence 
zone is currently located in northern part of 
the SADC region stretching over Angola, 
northern Zambia and the eastern part of Tan-
zania, (Fig.5).  
 
Significantly below-normal rainfall conditions 
will be covering Botswana, South Africa, Zim-
babwe, and south Mozambique during the 
first week of November 2012 (Fig.6). 
 

THIRTY—YEAR MEAN RAINFALL (1961—

1990) FOR NOVEMBER—JANUARY 

 

The 30-year mean total rainfall map  for No-
vember to January is depicted in Fig. 7. This 
shows a maxima of above 500 mm over 
much of Malawi, Zambia, Angola, southern 
half of DRC , central and northern Mozam-
bique as well as Mauritius, Madagascar and 
Seychelles. The remainder of the region re-
ceives rainfall less than 400 mm gradually de-
creasing southwestwards up to southwest 
South Africa and Namibia where the mean 
rainfall is below 100 mm  during the period,
(Fig. 7). 

 

Fig. 6. Precipitation (percent of normal ) from 
 31 October to 07 Nov.2012 (Source: COLA) 
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  Fig. 5 Rainfall forecast from 31/10/2012 to 
06/11/2012 source: COLA

Fig. 7. Mean  30-year (1961-1990),   November to Jan-
uary rainfall for SADC countries 
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Map caption 

The number for each zone indicate the probabilities of 

rainfall in each of the three categories: Above normal, 

Normal and Below normal (Fig. 8). The top number 

indicates the probability of rainfall occurring in the 

Above-normal category, the middle number for Normal 

and the bottom number for  Below-normal. For exam-

ple, in the case of Zone IV there is a 35% probability 

for rainfall occurring in the above-normal category; a 

40% probability for rainfall in the normal category; and 

25% probability for rainfall for a below-normal catego-

ry. It is emphasized that boundaries between zones 

should be considered as transition zones. 

Note: This update is relevant only for three monthly 

time scales and relatively large areas. Local to month 

to month variations may occur. 

The users are strongly advised to contact their NMHSs 

for interpretation of this Outlook, finer details, updates 

and additional guidance. 
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FORECAST DETAILS 

Zone I: (Most of DRC and northern-most of Angola)  

Increased chances of normal to below-normal rainfall 

Zone II: (North-eastern half of Tanzania) 

Increased chances of above-normal to normal rainfall 

Zone III: (Central South Africa, western half of Bot-

swana, eastern half  of Namibia, south-east of An-

gola, south of DRC, extreme north of Zambia, half 

of Malawi, half of Tanzania, extreme north of 

Mozambique) 

Increased chances of normal  to above-normal rainfall 

Zone IV: (Central parts of Mozambique, north half 

of Zimbabwe, central parts of Zambia, extreme 

south of DRC, and southern half of Malawi) 

Increased chances of normal to above-normal rainfall 

Zone V: (Lesotho, eastern half of South Africa, Swa-

ziland, eastern half of Botswana, south half of Zim-

babwe  and southern Mozambique) 

Increased chances of normal to below-normal rainfall 

Zone VI: (Extreme southwest coastal of South Afri-

ca, western coastal area of Namibia and extreme 

south-western part of Angola)  

Increased chances of normal to above-normal  rainfall 

Zone VII: (Northern half  of Madagascar) 

Increased chances of above-normal to normal rainfall 

Zone VIII: (Southern Madagascar) 

Increased chances of above-normal to normal rainfall 

Zone IX: Mauritius 

Increased chances of normal to above-normal rainfall 

 

 

 

RAINFALL FORECAST (NOVEMBER—JANUARY 2011/12) 
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Fig 8. SADC rainfall outlook for  November to January  
2011/12  


