
Current population

4,591,939

 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE:SITUATION OVERVIEW:

REGIONAL QUARTERLY UPDATE - DECEMBER 2015

IMPACT OF FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES ON 
THE MARKET: EVIDENCE FROM LEBANON
After two years of voucher-based food assistance programming in Lebanon, WFP
conducted a market assessment to explore how markets responded to the increased
demand for food. The study looks at the impact of WFP's programme on the food
supply chain, specifically focusing on the micro-level impact of food assistance on
market supply chains and market performance.

Contrary to expectations, the study finds that the influx of refugees correlates with a
proportional increase in food imports. Syrian refugees have boosted the demand for
imported goods, and supply chain flexibility proved sufficient to meet this surge. The
study also finds that the Lebanese food sector has managed to fulfil the additional
demand of 1.2 million refugees mainly through imports. However, while the impact
on consumer prices has so far been limited, the report warns that deflationary
pressures could soon impact the country’s overall ability to cope, particularly as the
number of people living below the poverty line increases.

Other key findings indicate that there are large revenue differences between WFP
contracted and non-contracted shops. Large shops and WFP-contracted shops are
those mainly adjusting to the demand from Syrian refugees for specific products,
including those imported from Syria. Market monitoring and analysis also found that
the prices of staple commodities consumed by Syrian refugees vary significantly
across the six governorates. For example, the average price of rice in January and
February 2015 was nine per cent higher in Beirut and seven per cent higher in South
Lebanon compared to the national average. This can have implications for the cost of
the average monthly food basket, which ranges from USD 25.8 in North Lebanon to
USD 29.7 in Beirut.

Based on these findings, the report recommends increasing the number of WFP-
contracted shops in selected areas and engaging with more actors in the supply chain
to improve food security gains for Syrian refugees. The full report can be downloaded
at www.data.unhcr.org.

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:
In Turkey, the food security sector continues to provide support to Syrian refugees in
eleven camps, with monthly transfers to beneficiaries amounting to USD 3 million. In
December, 3RP partners reached approximately 264,448 beneficiaries, bringing the
total number of persons receiving food assistance to 774,914 and exceeding the
planned end-of-year target by 25 per cent.

In Lebanon this month, the Food Security sector partners reached around 700,000
Syrian refugees, Palestine refugees from Syria and vulnerable Lebanese with food
assistance. To expedite the identification of the most vulnerable households, 3RP
partners also continue to work closely with the American University of Beirut to
develop a desk-based targeting formula.

In Iraq, WFP reached a total of 50,548 beneficiaries with food vouchers in the nine
camps in Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI). The voucher transfer values in December
were maintained at USD 19 per person for extremely food insecure families, and at
USD 10 per person for moderately food insecure families. The transition from paper
vouchers to SCOPE electronic vouchers in Darashakran and Kawergosk refugee
camps is currently underway.

In December in Egypt, distributions and e-voucher uploads took place from 21 to 28
December in six governorates, with WFP reaching 59,970 Syrian refugees and
Palestine refugees from Syria.

In Jordan, 3RP partners reached over 530,000 beneficiaries with food vouchers or
other forms of food assistance. With the increase in refugee numbers at the border
between Syria and Jordan, partners are providing ready to eat food to support
refugees. Each ration covers a seven day period, and around 34,000 parcels have
been resourced in December. This is enough for a two week response for 17,000
beneficiaries. 3RP partners continue to work closely together with the Government
of Jordan to scale up the humanitarian response and to meet the needs of refugees.
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NEEDS ANALYSIS:
The majority of refugees from Syria rely on humanitarian food assistance as their
primary source of food. Without such support, refugee vulnerabilities would increase,
particularly affecting groups such as female-headed households, children, the elderly,
those with chronic illness, and persons with disabilities.

The threats to agriculture could also have long-term repercussions if unaddressed. The
crisis is putting increasing pressure on scarce natural resources and the uncontrolled
entry of diseased plants and animals from Syria could devastate the region's food
chain. As conflict and displacements continue, the lack of funding for agriculture
interventions would seriously undermine efforts to protect and restore food security,
employment, economic growth, the natural resource base and social cohesion
throughout the region.
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