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Kinshasa, May 5, 2014 (caritasdev.cd): Thursday, April 25, 2014 on 
the outskirts of Kinshasa, Plateau Bateke, the launching ceremony of 
crops of  sweet potato took place in cultivated fields Caritas 
Development Kinshasa, democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), as 
part of its agricultural activities with the central government, through 
the provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in 
the capital. 

On this occasion, in the nonce, the Abbe Nzungu Bruno, Director of 
Caritas Development Kinshasa, said that it has reached 80% of 
assignments for sweet potato (80 hectares) and 90 % (180 hectares) 
of assignments for cassava, reports caritasdev.cd 

 

  

According to the Abbe Director of Caritas Development Kinshasa , it is expected area planted about 2,160 tonnes 
and 1,600 tonnes of cassava , sweet potato , which will be sold on the markets of Kinshasa . The priest said that 
apart from the field of food security, Caritas Development Kinshasa also involved in areas such as emergency 
social protection , the promotion of health care and many others. Then Mr. Abbot Bruno Nzungu discussed the 
challenges facing the development Caritas- Kinshasa : lack of tractors and other agricultural equipment , the 
trucks to facilitate the evacuation of agricultural products to the City Centre, inadequate financial resources to 
assist vulnerable , etc. . The Director of Caritas Development Kinshasa hoped that such dynamic support and 
collaboration between its structure and the Provincial Executive will continue and spread to other areas where it is 
already operational. Previously, the priest had thanked the President of the Republic Joseph Kabila 's efforts to 
pacify the country and agricultural development (...) 



 

- First serve the vulnerable  people 

Mr. Abbot Bruno Nzungu spoke in the presence of the Governor and the Deputy Governor of the city - province of 
Kinshasa , members of the Provincial Government of the capital, the mayor of the town of Maluku , members of 
the Caritas development Kinshasa, Kinshasa seminarians led by two priests for their " immersion" in agricultural 
activities as well as other guests. The Director of Caritas Development Kinshasa came after the welcome of Mr. 
mayor of the town of Maluku . The word of Mr. Abbot Bruno Nzungu read , Mr. provincial Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development has delivered his speech for the occasion , followed by the launch of the harvest by Mr. 
Governor of the city - province of Kinshasa, Andre Kimbuta , launch which took place at the site Ngwene II. 
Addressed by the press in full harvest , Governor Andre Kimbuta appreciated the work done by Caritas-
Development Kinshasa in this context, work is not aimed at any particular gain, but whose primary concern is to 
serve the public , including vulnerable in the area of food safety 



.  

- 7 sites operated by Caritas- Development Kinshasa which Nkomo with 100 hectares of cassava 

Robert Mandiangu Mizele , Development Officer at Caritas Kinshasa , told caritasdev.cd collaboration between it 
and the central government , through the Provincial Government of the capital, is an idea born in 2012 from the 
commitment by the Prime Minister Augustin MATATA Ponyo . In the case of the first city, Kinshasa Caritas among 
the beneficiaries of this government initiative in agricultural policy and food security. Assignments selected for the 
Catholic structure were 200 hectares of cassava and sweet potato 100 hectares . The selected sites operated by 
Caritas- Development Kinshasa Plateau Bateke are number 7 and 4 of which are own land belonging to said 
Catholic structure. These sites are Maku (25 hectares 25 hectares of cassava and sweet potato ) , Ngwene (50 
hectares of sweet potato and cassava 25 hectares ) , Nkomo (100 hectares and 5 hectares of cassava , sweet 
potato achieve full planting activity ) Kitshini I and II Kitshini (both totaling 30 hectares of cassava) 

It should be noted that Kitshini I, II and Kitshini Maku, maize has been associated with planned assignments. As 
for the site Ngwene, it should be noted that there Kinshasa Caritas operates 25 acres of sweet potatoes and 25 
hectares of cassava, Ngwene I (25 hectares of cassava. Ngwene A II are operated 20 hectares of sweet potato 
and Ngwene III 10 hectares of sweet potato. 



 

- Successful Work with members of farmers' organizations 

Caritas Development Kinshasa had to rely for his work field to members of peasant organizations Plateau Bateke 
who were paid for their service. This represented an average of 50 people per site and at the head thereof is set 
whenever an agronomist. They proceeded at different sites and trimming, planting and weeding . The work of 
mechanization ( plowing, harrowing and ridging ) were achieved through leased tractors . 

The first harvest is the culmination of the first phase of the joint project . The next harvest is expected in 
December 2014. Starting this agricultural activity occurred in November 2013. 's Early work was to take place in 
July of the same year. Despite the late start , the Caritas Development Kinshasa the challenge because it is a 
serious and organized structure. The Ministry of Agriculture organized raids on a given field to ensure that the 
Caritas Development Kinshasa advanced in his field work time . Robert Mandiangu wanted to address all of these 
elements , noting that the leased Caritas Development Kinshasa , failing her own tractor , tractor has not made it 
easier for the Catholic structure whenever the fault immobilized . [071/2014] 
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