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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: September 6, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 976 new COVID-19 cases, 20 deaths on September 5, first time in 3 months that fresh infections 
reported in 3 digits; number of people showing COVID-19-like symptoms has increased across the nation in recent days  

• Chief District Officer of Kathmandu has called for a meeting of local levels, teachers and guardians regarding reopening 
of schools, decision to be reached after the meeting; health experts warn it is too risky to reopen school now stating 
children are not vaccinated; if they get infected, it could lead to grave complications  

• Kathmandu has allowed movie halls, nightclubs, dohori restaurants to reopen at 50 per cent capacity  

• World Health Organization monitoring new coronavirus variant of concern named ‘Mu’ that originated in Colombia; 
warns this variant shows possible signs of possible resistance to vaccines  

• Herd immunity has developed in Nepali population but it remains to be seen how effective it is, says infectious disease 
expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun based on result of recent seroprevalence study done by Health Ministry; health experts say 
preliminary result of the study is misleading which could lead to complacency resulting in a spike in new infections  

• An additional 6,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines (Vero Cell) arriving by October 15: Health Ministry 
 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 769,271 on September 5 with 976 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours. This is the first time in three months that Nepal has reported fresh infections in three digits. The countrywide 
COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,838 with 20 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 94.5 per cent, 
the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, and the active COVID-19 case count currently is 31,248.2 

Every eight out of 20 patients visiting Lumbini Provincial Hospital of Rupandehi show COVID-19 like symptoms. However, their 
PCR test report comes back negative. The patients showing COVID-19 like symptoms have increased in the Sukraraj Tropical 
and Infectious Disease Hospital of Kathmandu, but when tested they are found to be suffering from malaria, dengue and other 
seasonal influenza. The number of people showing COVID-19-like symptoms has increased across the nation in recent days.3 

After the dilemma about the reopening of schools in Kathmandu, Chief District Officer Kali Prasad Parajuli has called for a 
meeting between local levels, teachers and guardians. A decision will be made as per the discussions in the meeting. 
However, experts have been warning against reopening as the risk of COVID-19 infection still exists.4 

On September 2, the Kathmandu Metropolitan City’s education department announced its plans to allow schools to reopen 
from next week. However, educationists and the Guardians’ Federation say they think the government decision is guided by 
vested interest. “I see a sinister game here because we might be inviting a catastrophe all because of the government’s 
immature decision,” said Binay Kusiyaiat, a professor at Tribhuvan University.5 

It will be risky to reopen schools at present as the risk of COVID-19 infection is still there, experts have pointed out. They have 
warned that if the children, who have not been vaccinated, get infected there will be maximum infection and complications, and 
the nation won’t be able to manage their treatment.6 

The local levels across the nation are preparing for reopening of schools with the relaxation of prohibitory orders due to the 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Baarhakhari 
4 Setopati 
5 The Kathmandu Post 
6 Kantipur 
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decline in the cases of COVID-19 infection. However, there is a challenge to protect these children from the infection if they go 
to schools. Experts have advised that the schools have to be reopened only after strengthening the management of schools as 
the risk of the infection is still there.  The schools have to make preparations based on the risk of infection in the area, as per 
Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, infectious disease expert.7 

The local levels across the nation are eager to reopen schools as the government has introduced an action plan with the 
provision of smart lockdown. The local levels of urban areas with a high number of students including Kathmandu Valley  
have decided to start in-person classes. The Ministry of Education has prepared the action plan that has envisioned running 
classes in shifts, turn-by-turn and with full attendance of students. However, schools are preparing to reopen with full 
attendance of students using just this option. Experts have warned that the situation might deteriorate if the health protocols 
are not followed completely.8 

Schools that were shut for a long time due to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic resumed their in-person classes from 
September 3 in Kailali in line with the decision of COVID-19 Crisis Management Center, Kailali.9 

The schools in local levels of Dang with fewer cases of COVID-19 can now be reopened adhering to the public health protocols 
as per the directives of smart lockdown. All 10 local levels there have been instructed to present a report before the District 
COVID-19 Crisis Management Center on whether the schools can be reopened or not based on the rate of infection, death 
rate, and rate of new COVID-19 cases there.10 

The local levels of Khotang have started in-person classes in morning and day shifts with a decline in the cases of  
COVID-19 infections there.11 

Students have been kept from going to school due to the COVID-19 pandemic. They are limited to the confines of their homes 
and this has led to the psychological problems in them.12 

The Kathmandu District Administration Office on September 3 decided to allow cinema halls, dance and nightclubs to operate 

 
7 Nayapatrika 
8 Kantipur 
9 The Himalayan Times 
10 Baarhakhari 
11 Ratopati 
12 Nagarik 
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with a maximum of 50 per cent occupancy. According to the decision, dohori and dance restaurants can operate till 12:00 

midnight and nightclubs till 2:00 am. They must follow the 50 per cent occupancy limit. Chief District Officer of Kathmandu Kali 

Prasad Parajuli said the lockdown was lifted to balance the health risk and livelihood although certain restrictions were still 

required as per the smart lockdown guidelines. Health experts say that the sudden lifting of all restrictions might lead to  a 

surge in infections as “reported infections per day are more than 1,000 but still don’t know how many people are getting 

infected in reality,” according to Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Chief of Clinical Research  Unit at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious 

Disease Hospital.13 

The party palaces of Kathmandu Valley that had been shut down for 17 months have officially reopened from September 2. 

The administrations of all three districts of the Valley had issued a notice to allow their reopening following health protocols  

on September 1.14 

The World Health Organization (WHO) said it was closely monitoring a new coronavirus ‘variant of interest’ named Mu, 

warning that the new variant shows signs of possible resistance to vaccines, reports PTI. Mu, also known by its scientific name 

B.1.621, was first identified in Colombia in January 2021. Since then, there have been ‘sporadic reports’ of cases and some 

larger outbreaks in South America and Europe, WHO said in its weekly bulletin on the pandemic on August 31. Mu variant 

cases have also been reported in the UK, Europe, the US and Hong Kong. The new variant was added to the WHO’s watchlist 

on August 30 after it was detected in 39 countries and found to possess a ‘constellation of mutations that indicate potential 

properties of immune escape’. Mu is the fifth variant of interest to be monitored by WHO since March.15 

US pediatric COVID-19 hospitalizations have surged since Delta became predominant, but a new study that offers a first look 

at the relevant data suggests that fears the variant causes more severe disease are unfounded. The paper by Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention also found that between June 20 and July 31, 2021, unvaccinated adolescents were more 

than 10 times more likely to be hospitalized than those were unvaccinated.16 

 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
14 Kantipur 
15 The Himalayan Times 
16 The Kathmandu Post 
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Based on the recent seroprevalence study done by the Ministry of Health and Population, it was concluded that nearly two-

thirds of the population in Nepal (more than 20,000,000) had developed antibodies against COVID-19. This data indicates that 

herd immunity has developed in Nepal, according to infectious disease expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun. However, the question is 

— how effective is this herd immunity, he pointed out.17  

On August 30, the Ministry of Health and Population released a statement that said a preliminary report of the nationwide 

seroprevalence study showed 68.6 per cent of the country’s population has already developed antibodies to COVID-19. 

Officials said that the detection of antibodies in a large number of people, both vaccinated and unvaccinated, should be taken 

positively. They also claimed that a large-scale outbreak of COVID-19 is unlikely in the immediate future. Public health experts 

have warned that the preliminary results of the seroprevalence study, which is confusing and misleading, could increase 

complacency in all sectors and lead to a spike in new infections.18 

It has been confirmed that an additional 6,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in Nepal. According to the Ministry of 

Health and Population, 4,400,000 doses of Vero Cell vaccine procured by the government will arrive by October 15. Likewise, 

an additional 1,600,000 will arrive from China by the end of September.19 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The second wave of COVID-19 pandemic in Nepal is showing severe impacts among the most vulnerable people in Nepal in 

 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 The Kathmandu Post 
19 Kantipur 
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aspects such as their livelihood, food security and nutrition, health and education. According to a report on ‘Multi-sectoral 
Impact of the COVID-19 Second Wave in Nepal, 2021’ recently published by World Vision International, restrictions on 
movement and lockdowns have affected all aspects of life, from the ability to earn a living, attend school, purchase food and 
medicines, and provide access to health services and routine vaccinations. The reports’ analysis of the impact of COVID-19 on 
households affirms the need to expedite multi-sectoral response in the midst of the ongoing effects of COVID-19.20 

The health ministers of the member countries of the World Health Organization South-East Asia Region will deliberate next 
week to expedite the key issues regarding the ongoing pandemic and measures in a bid to reinvigorate essential health 
services and achieve universal health coverage.21  

The annual 74th meeting of the regional executive committee of the World Health Organization will begin in Nepal from 
September 6. In the meeting to be held till September 10, there will be discussions on the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic among 
others in the South-East Asia countries.22 

Kirtipur Municipality will not allow entry to people who are not wearing face masks. The campaign, launched on September 5, 

aims to make people wear masks mandatorily as a medium to be safe from COVID-19 pandemic.23  

The Ram Leela, that has been staged every year in Nepalgunj’s Ram Leela ground for the past 152 years, will not be staged 

this year too, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It was not staged last year as well.24 

The prohibitory orders have been relaxed to an extent in Banke amidst the surge in the cases of COVID-19 infection there. 

Health experts are worried due to this and have warned that the relaxation of the orders may create negative consequences.25 

The installation of a liquid oxygen plant has begun at the Seti Provincial Hospital of Dhangadhi. It has a capacity of  

 
20 The Himalayan Times 
21 The Himalayan Times 
22 Ratopati 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 Nagarik 
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2,000 liters.26 

A total of 355 traders and entrepreneurs of Jumla, affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, have been rehabilitated by a nutrition 

and rehabilitation project initiated in coordination with World Vision. They have been given financial and other support to 

operate their businesses.27 

The Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal has ordered international airlines companies to submit the details of the passengers as 

well as the rate of flights. The decision has been made after the complaints that the airline companies charged exorbitant fees 

in regular and chartered flights during the COVID-19 pandemic were made.28  

After remaining shut for nearly 18 months in compliance with government’s direction to control the spread of coronavirus 

pandemic, casinos resumed operations from September 4.29 

International News  

Some cities in Brazil are providing booster shots of the COVId-19 vaccine even though most people have yet to receive their 
second jabs, in a sign of the concern in the country over the highly contagious Delta variant. Rio de Janeiro began 
administering the boosters on September 1, while Salvador and Sao Luis started on August 30, and the most populous city of 
Sao Paulo will begin from September 6.30 

 

 

 
26 Onlinekhabar 
27 Nagarik 
28 Nayapatrika 
29 The Himalayan Times 
30 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21SEPT06MM_022  
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