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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: September 24, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 941 new COVID-19 infections, 13 deaths on September 23; though COVID-19 infections have been 
declining Health Ministry has told all to remain alert as mutation might lead to increase in infections 

• Doctors worry about double whammy of seasonal flu and COVID-19 infections as winter sets on and cases of seasonal 
flu are rising  

• Cabinet has decided to reopen all southern border checkpoints that have remained shut since the first lockdown last 
year; on-arrival visa to be issued to tourists visiting Nepal; risk of spread of COVID-19 infection projected to increase in 
Province 2 with the reopening of checkpoints on Nepal-India border as people are entering without undergoing proper 
health checkups  

• Kathmandu Metropolitan City to reopen schools for in-person classes from September 26 
 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 788,769 on September 23 with 941 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 11,072 with 13 more fatalities. The country's active 
COVID-19 case count currently is 20,743 against 21,139 a day before, while the recovery rate stands at 96 per cent and 
fatality rate at 1.4 per cent.2 

At a time when the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has been alerting people that the third wave of COVID-19 
pandemic may begin in the country, the rate of infection and death has been declining here. Despite the decline, there is a 
chance of the mutation of a new virus which might lead to an increase in the infection, the MoHP has warned.3 

With the winter season approaching, there are concerns about possible outbreaks of seasonal flu, which could put further 
pressure on the country’s health system that is already strained due to the COVID-19 crisis. Cases of seasonal flu are already 
being reported in various hospitals, and with the highly contagious Delta variant of the coronavirus circulating in communities, 
doctors fear a double whammy of seasonal influenza and COVID-19.4  

The number of children suffering from fever and common cold is on the rise in Kanchanpur, Sudurpaschim Province.  
|Around 40 children have been visiting the Mahakali Provincial Hospital in Mahendranagar on a daily basis, according to 
doctors at the hospital. Health officials say most children visiting the hospital are found suffering from viral infection, although 
COVID-19 infection cannot be ruled out. On Thursday, five children below the age 15 were found suffering from COVID-19  
in Dodhara Chandani Municipality.5 

The Cabinet meeting on September 21 decided to reopen all the Southern border checkpoints that have remained shut  

down since the imposition of the lockdown for the first time last year to control and contain the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
2 THT Online 
3 Baarhakhari 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
5 The Kathmandu Post 
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However, the local administrations have not got official instructions regarding the decision which is why the border  

checkpoints are still closed.6  

The Cabinet meeting of September 21 has decided to open the on-arrival visas for tourists visiting Nepal — it had stopped 

issuing on arrival visas to control the COVID-19 pandemic since last year.7 

It has been projected that the risk of COVID-19 will increase in Province 2 with the reopening of the border checkpoints. 

According to Bijay Kumar Jha, Director of Health Directorate of Province, the risk has increased as people entering Nepal from 

India are being allowed entry without any health checkups.8 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City has decided to reopen schools from September 26 after its Education Division gave  

the permission for the same.9 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has said the government aims to inoculate all eligible citizens with the COVID-19 vaccine 
by Baisakh (April-May, 2022).10  

 
6 Kantipur 
7 Nayapatrika 
8 Onlinekhabar 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Onlinekhabar 
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A total of 149,711 people have taken the complete doses of the COVID-19 vaccine in Chitwan.11 

A total of 47.94 per cent people have taken the COVID-19 vaccine in Kathmandu district.12 

The people above the age of 45 will be given the Vero Cell vaccine in Dang from September 24 to 26.13 

Children under the age of two are not getting the food or nutrients they need to thrive and grow well, leading to irreversible 
developmental harm, according to a news report released by United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on September 22.  
The report ‘Fed to Fail? The crisis of children’s diets in early life’ released ahead of the UN Food Systems Summit this week 
warns that rising poverty, inequality, conflict, climate-related disasters, and health emergencies such as the COVID-19 
pandemic, are contributing to the ongoing nutrition crisis among the world’s youngest, and that has shown little sign of 
improvement in the last 10 years.14 

In a report released on September 22, the United Nations Children's Fund has said the quality of food of children below the 
age of two has declined in Nepal and other countries since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. The unavailability of food 
and nutrition needed for the growth of these children can affect their development, the report added.15 

The government is set to construct a 300-bed well-facilitated infectious disease hospital at the Sukraraj Tropical and  

Infectious Disease Hospital.16  

The PCR machine bought with the support of the Bagmati Province government to conduct tests for COVID-19 in the District 

Hospital Ramechhap has been stored in the godown due to the delay by the stakeholders concerned.17 

The government has introduced a provision according to which tourists who have taken both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 

 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Baarhakhari 
13 Setopati 
14 The Himalayan Times 
15 Setopati 
16 Nayapatrika 
17 Onlinekhabar 
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do not need to stay in quarantine upon their arrival in Nepal.18 

Back to Life has handed over healthcare materials worth Rs 10,000,000 to Karnali Provincial Hospital to help it in the treatment 

of COVID-19 patients.19  

International News  

US President Joe Biden announced on September 22 that the US is doubling its purchase of Pfizer’s COVID-19 shots to share 
with the world to 1 billion doses as he embraces the goal of vaccinating 70 per cent of the global population within the next 
year. The stepped-up US commitment marks the cornerstone of the global vaccination summit Biden convened virtually on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assembly, where he encouraged well-off nations to do more to get the coronavirus under control.20 

Police in Melbourne arrested more than 200 people after projectiles thrown by protesters injured two officers on September 22, 
the third consecutive day of demonstrations against COVID-19 curbs. Gold balls, batteries and bottles were among the items 
thrown at police during the protests held in defiance of stay-at-home orders after a two-week closure of building sites to rein in 
infections, which rose again in the state of Victoria.21 

 

 

 

 

 

 
18 Baarhakhari 
19 Ratopati 
20 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
21 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21SEPT24MM_036  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

