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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
      Date: September 2, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,648 new COVID-19 cases, 20 fatalities on September 1; rate of COVID-19 is on the decline in Nepal 
for the last 2 weeks — recorded at 13.6 per cent on August 31 as against 20-22 per cent 2 weeks ago; some provinces 
still have high rate of infection with Karnali Province at top with 77.8 per cent test positivity; isolation centers in 
Makwanpur being shut down due to decline in new COVID-19 cases; Nepal has not had any discussion on COVID-19 
booster dose as its population has still not got the full dose of the vaccine  

• Prohibitory orders imposed 5 months ago lifted in Kathmandu Valley till September 16; movie halls to reopen from 
September 2 in full capacity  

• Nepal to begin clinical trial of mRNA vaccine developed by Chinese company next week from Dharan  

• Nepali returnees being inoculated with first dose of AstraZeneca vaccine at Gaddachauki border point; Indian nationals 
to be allowed entry from Kakadbhitta on production of PCR negative report or COVID-19 vaccination card  

• Public health experts warn against the reopening of schools now amidst the pandemic saying this move could prove to 
be costly  

• New variant of COVID-19 — C.1.2. — found in Africa, studies being carried out on how infectious it is 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Regular immunization of children affected due to COVID-19 pandemic as parents reluctant to take their children to 
health centers for inoculations due to fear of coronavirus infection 

• Nepal should not be excited at report of seroprevalence study on antibody formation, says Health Ministry 
 

  

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 764,295 on September 1 with 1,648 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,770 with 20 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 
recovery rate stands at 94.1 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, while active COVID-19 case count currently is 34,189. 2 

The rate of COVID-19 infection was recorded at 13.6 per cent on August 31; it has been on the decline for the last two weeks. 
The infection rate was at around 20 to 22 per cent two weeks ago in Nepal. 3 

The test positivity rate of COVID-19 has declined in Nepal in the past week. The average positivity rate across the country is at 
15.5 per cent for the past one week, according to the Ministry of Health and Population. Yet some provinces have a high 
number of people testing positive for the infection — the highest being Karnali Province, where infection has been confirmed in 
77.8 per cent of the population tested. 4 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nagarik 
4 Baarhakhari 
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The isolation centers in Makwanpur are being shut down with a decline in COVID-19 infection cases in the district. One of the 
reasons for shutting down the institutionalized isolation centers is also because most of the infected people prefer to stay in 
home isolation. 5 

Studies have shown that the booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine is needed to reduce the risk of infection as the 
effectiveness of the vaccine declines with time. However, as the population of Nepal has been deprived of the full dose of the 
vaccine, there are no discussions on the booster dose as yet. 6 

All three District Administration Offices of the Kathmandu Valley have removed the prohibitory orders that had been imposed 
five months ago. They have now issued new ‘orders’ applicable till September 16. As per the orders, people can now get 
involved in different activities adhering to health safety protocols. 7 

The film halls of Kathmandu Valley will be allowed to reopen from September 2. A meeting of the Chief District Officers of 
Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur made the decision to let them reopen in full capacity. 8 

The prohibitory orders have been removed from September 1 in Taplejung as the COVID-19 infection is declining in  
the district. 9 

Nepal will begin the clinical trial of mRNA vaccine developed by a Chinese company in a week’s time. According to Dr Krishna 

Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population, Deurali Janta Pharmaceuticals will begin the trial  

from Dharan. 10 

The District Health Office in Kanchanpur started providing COVID-19 vaccines to Nepali returnees from India at the 

Gaddachauki border point from August 26. “As per the government decision, we have been administering the first dose of 

AstraZeneca vaccine to those returning from India through the border point. Those who received the first dose will receive their 

 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7 Setopati 
8 Baarhakhari 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Ratopati 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   5 

second dose at their respective local units,” said Shivaraj Sunar, Chief at the District Health Office in Kanchanpur. According to 

Sunar, all returnees from India have to take the vaccine at the border point. “Returnees have to undergo Antigen testing at the 

border. Those who test positive are sent to isolation facilities, while the rest are given their first dose of the vaccine at the 

border,” said Sunar. 11  

Indian nationals will be allowed to enter Nepal from August 31 from Kakadbhitta provided they produce their PCR negative 

report or COVID-19 vaccination card. 12 

Amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Gokarneshwor Municipality in Kathmandu has allowed schools to resume in-

person classes starting August 31. Public health experts have warned that reopening the schools in the midst of a pandemic is 

like inviting another major catastrophe. They said children are highly vulnerable to the infection as they are not yet immunized 

against COVID-19. Moreover, strict adherence to public health measures at schools is almost impossible and there is no 

mechanism in place to monitor if the COVID-19 safety measures are followed strictly. 13 

The administration of the Kathmandu Valley has shown flexibility regarding the reopening of schools here. An order issued by 

the administration has said the schools can be reopened after local levels’ consultation with the District COVID-19  

Crisis Management Center. 14 

The order issued by the Chief District Officers of Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur has stated that schools will not be 

allowed to run physical classes at present. If they have to run physical classes, it has to be within the framework of ‘smart 

lockdown’, it has stated. 15 

The schools that were shut down due to the spread of COVID-19 pandemic have started to reopen even though the pandemic 

has not come to an end. The local levels inside and outside Kathmandu Valley have consulted with the guardians and schools 

 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 The Himalayan Times 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Setopati 
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to reopen them in their respective areas. They have also claimed that the health protocols are being followed. However, the 

District Administration Office (DAO) Kathmandu has ordered that physical classes in Gokarneshwor Municipality that had 

started from August 31 be discontinued for now. Yet the Chief of the Municipality Santosh Chalise said they will continue with 

the physical classes. Some schools are reopening on their own despite the DAO Kathmandu banning all in-person classes. 16 

The community and private schools of Bajhang have resumed in-person classes that had stopped due to the COVID-19 

pandemic for a long time. 17 

A new variant of COVID-19 has been found in Africa. According to the National Institute for Communicable Diseases,  

the ‘C.1.2’ variant has been found in all provinces of the country. Studies are being done on how infectious the new 

coronavirus variant is. 18 

Regular immunization of children has been affected due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Department of Health Services has 

been conducting the immunization programs regularly, but the parents have been found to be hesitating to take their children 

to the health centers to get the shots. The Ministry of Health and Population has requested the guardians to ensure that their 

children do not miss the vaccine doses. 19 

Nepal cannot be excited about the report of seroprevalence study about the antibody development in people vaccinated 

against COVID-19, the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has said. As there is no confirmation till when the current 

level of antibody will work, this is no situation to be relaxed, Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at MoHP said. 20 

 

 
16 Kantipur 
17 Kantipur 
18 Kantipur 
19 Ratopati 
20 Baarhakhari 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   7 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

A total of 10,092,164 doses of vaccine against COVID-19 have been administered in Nepal as of now. 21 

The exams of Grade XII, postponed twice due to the COVID-19 pandemic, will be held from September 15. 22 

The investigation committee formed by the Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation has concluded that exorbitant fees 

were charged from passengers during rescue flights amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. Some airlines had charged more than 

the specified fees during such flights, the report states. 23 

Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Nepal Park Chong-suk on August 31 handed over 94 units of oxygen concentrators to 

the State Minister of Health and Population Umesh Shrestha. 24 

Members of the United States Utah Air National Guard’s 151st Air Refueling Wing in coordination with the US Transportation 

Command’s Denton Program for Private Donations have provided lifesaving equipment and humanitarian supplies to help 

reduce human suffering and assist with Nepal’s COVID-19 response. 25 

The Utah National Guard of the USA has provided humanitarian aid to Nepal in its battle against COVID-19 pandemic by 

donating supplies and equipment. 26 

 
21 Setopati 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 The Himalayan Times 
25 The Himalayan Times 
26 Baarhakhari 
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Stakeholders have urged the government to unveil a relief package for the media industry, which is reeling under crisis due to 

COVID-19. At an interaction on ‘Impact of COVID-19 on Nepal’s Journalism and Media Industry’ organized by Nepal Press 

Institute in association with the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology on August 31, the speakers said field 

reporting was decreasing and journalists were laid off due to reduced advertisements in the media while urging the government 

to extend the best possible support to the media industry. 27 

Entrepreneurs have said the hotel industry, which has been in crisis due to the COV ID-19 pandemic, needs support  

from the government. A team of Hotel Association Nepal met Finance Minister Janardan Sharma and requested him to  

save this industry. 28 

The Central Zoo, which had been shut down due to COVID-19 pandemic, reopened from August 16. However, not many 

visitors have turned up, which has reduced the zoo’s income. This has led to difficulty in arranging food for the animals there. 29 

International News  

Thai lawmakers on August 31 began a no-confidence debate targeting Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and five of his 
Cabinet members with the opposition focusing on charges the government bungled its handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. 30 

 

 

 

 

 
27 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
28 Onlinekhabar 
29 Onlinekhabar 
30 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 
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