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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: October 27, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 569 new COVID-19 cases, 11 deaths on October 26  

• As world mulls booster shots, experts urge Nepali authorities to take decision on vaccinating the population, booster 
shots on time to protect people 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 569 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 810,298, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,372 with 11 fatalities on October 26. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.3 per cent, the fatality rate 
at 1.4 per cent, while the active COVID-19 case count currently is 10,296.2 

A total of 23.37 per cent of the population have got the COVID-19 vaccine in Province No 1.3 

While Nepal still has a long way to go when it comes to “fully” vaccinating its population — around 56 per cent of the population 
is still awaiting vaccination — debates have arisen if the government should start thinking about booster doses. Some experts 
say it’s time authorities started considering booster shots while scaling up drive to inoculate the rest of the population. “Several 
national as well as international studies show that antibody level in vaccinated people wanes over time,” said Dr Anup 
Subedee, an infectious disease expert. “Authorities should also take decisions on booster shots for Nepalis. If not all can be 
covered, at least people with compromised immunity and frontline health workers should be the priority.” Drug regulatory 
authorities of Europe and the United States have recommended booster shots to older and at-risk people and to those having 
compromised immunity. Experts fear that if the rich and developed nations start hoarding or book booster shots in advance, 
countries like Nepal may not be able to secure sufficient doses of COVID-19 vaccines for its population. “After all we have to 
protect our population from COVID-19 infections, prevent the third wave and continue our economic activity,” said Dr Subedee. 
“If we have to take booster doses, why not make the decision on time.” 4 

 

 

 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Baarhakhari 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The United States-donated 100,620 doses of Pfizer vaccine arrived in Nepal on October 25. “We are planning to administer the 
vaccine from November 14 onwards to people aged above 12 and people suffering from diabetes and cancer among various 
other chronic diseases,” said Krishna Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population.5  

The healthcare workers of Gandaki Province, appointed on contractual basis, have not received their COVID-19 risk allowance 
or salaries for the past three months. The Ministry of Social Development had appointed 444 staff on a contractual basis in 
April-June. But when the government was changed on June 12, the Ministry of Social Development got separated from the 
Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). However, the problem was created as the account of the COVID-19 trust was not 
transferred to MoHP.6  

The new surgical building of Bir Hospital is being used as a COVID-19 dedicated hospital.  A total of 56 people infected with 

COVID-19 are undergoing treatment at the ICU and general wards of the hospital as of October 25. The PCR tests of around 

100 to 150 people are being done every day.7  

Australia is opening its borders to foreign nationals from November. However, Nepali students who have got the visa to 

Australia but are studying online in Nepal might be allowed to enter Australia from December only, according to Deepak 

Khadka, Honorary Consulate General of Nepal for New South Wales.8  

 
5 The Himalayan Times 
6 Kantipur 
7 Baarhakhari 
8 Setopati 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   5 

International News  

Russia reported another daily record of confirmed coronavirus cases on October 25 as a surge in infections has prompted the 
Kremlin to tell most people to stay away from work starting later this week. The Russian government’s coronavirus task force 
tallied 37,930 new confirmed cases in 24 hours, the highest number since the start of the pandemic. The task force also 
reported 1,069 deaths in the same period, slightly fewer than a record of 1,075 reached over the weekend.9  

Children as young as three will start receiving COVID-19 vaccines in China, where 76 per cent of the population has been fully 
vaccinated and authorities are maintaining a zero-tolerance policy towards outbreaks. Local city and provincial level 
governments in at least five provinces issued notices in recent days announcing that children aged 3-11 will be required  
to get their vaccinations. The expansion of the vaccination campaign comes as parts of China take new clampdown measures 
to try to stamp out small outbreaks.10 

South Korea on October 25 unveiled three-phase strategy to get back to normal from the coronavirus with all limits on 
gatherings and distancing gone by February, after it achieved a goal of vaccinating 70 per cent of its people in the weekend. 
The scheme begins next Monday and is due to run until February 20, 2022, by when all distancing curbs will be scrapped 
except for mask-wearing mandates, a government panel said.11  

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
10 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
11 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21OCT27MM_057  
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