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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: October 25, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 522 new COVID-19 cases, 3 deaths on October 24; COVID-19 infection rate has increased across the 
world in the past few days, over 50,000 new cases seen for the first time in 3 months on October 21 in UK  

• After US Food and Drug Administration’s recommendation for a Janssen vaccine booster dose, public health experts 
suggest authorities to secure additional doses of the vaccine so that booster shots can be given to those who’ve taken 
the first shot; Health Ministry seeking Cabinet permission to purchase 6 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, 
100,620 doses to arrive under COVAX on October 24; children above 12 years of age will be given the Pfizer vaccine 
immediately after Tihar and Chhath festivals  

• Those who’ve taken COVID-19 vaccine less likely to succumb to different health-related problems other than  
COVID-19 than those who haven’t: US Center for Disease Control and Prevention report  

• National Trauma Center doctors say they’ve not received COVID-19 risk allowance, 27 staged a sit-in in protest  

• Kathmandu schools have reopened from October 21 
 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 522 new coronavirus infections in last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 809,056, while the death toll 
climbed to 11,348 with three fatalities on October 24. The total coronavirus recoveries stand at 787,507. The highest numbers 
of infections were recorded in the Capital with 159 cases on October 24, while Nuwakot was second with 58 cases. Nepal's 
COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.3 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.4 per cent, while the active COVID-19 case count 
currently is 10,201.2 

The rate of COVID-19 infection has increased across the world in the past few days. For instance, more than 50,000  
new cases were seen for the first time in three months on October 21 in the UK.  This is the highest daily infection  
recorded since July 17.3  

The US Food and Drug Administration last week recommended a booster dose of Janssen vaccine developed and 
manufactured by Johnson & Johnson.  The booster dose of the vaccine has been recommended to be administered at least 
two months after the first dose. With the new recommendation, there are now concerns if over 1.5 million people in Nepal who 
have received the Janssen vaccine should be considered “fully” immunized. Until the US FDA recommendation, Janssen was 
considered a single-shot vaccine. “We are aware of the FDA recommendation, but we have not taken any decision regarding 
the booster dose,” said Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson for the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). “We 
have been told that Janssen is a single-shot vaccine and we still believe in it.” Sagar Dahal, Chief of the National Immunization 
Program, said, “I am not aware of the recommendation for a second dose of the Janssen vaccine. As the Janssen vaccine 
doses were shipped by the US through COVAX under grant assistance, the MoHP does not have any plan to purchase 
additional doses from the manufacturing company. Public health experts say COVID-19 has actually left the entire scientific 
community confused with new situations evolving over the months and the research has continued on the vaccines and their 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Annapurna Post 
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doses as well. In this context, according to the experts, it would be better if authorities pull out all the stops to secure additional 
doses of Janssen vaccine as well so that booster doses could be given to those who have taken first shots.4  

The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) is preparing to ask the Cabinet for permission to purchase 6 million doses of 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. Officials said that a Cabinet permission is needed as they plan to purchase the vaccine 
through a non-disclosure agreement with the vaccine manufacturing company.  Meanwhile the MoHP said that the COVAX 
facility will deliver 100,620 doses of Pfizer0-BioNTech vaccine on October 24.5 

The 100,000 doses of Pfizer vaccine will arrive from the USA in Nepal on October 25. The USA is providing the vaccine to 
Nepal under the COVAX facility.6 

The government is set to administer Pfizer vaccine to children above the age of 12 immediately after Tihar and Chhath 
festivals. The vaccine will be given to the children above the age of 12 with underlying health conditions.7 

Nepal has so far received 18,857,590 doses of Vero Cell, AstraZeneca and Janssen and vaccinated 6,546,237 people fully.  
As many as 8,594,274 people have taken at least one dose. A little over 21 per cent of the over 30 million population has  
been fully vaccinated in Nepal. If those who have taken partial doses were to be counted, the vaccination progress stands at  
a little over 28 per cent.8 

A study has shown that those who have taken the COVID-19 vaccine have a less chance of dying due to different health-

related problems other than COVID-19 as compared to those who have not taken the vaccine. The report was published on the 

website of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) of the USA.9 

Doctors working at the National Trauma Center did not get the COVID-19 risk allowance even during Dashain. Twenty-seven 

doctors had even staged a sit-in protest but they have not got the risk allowance even as of now. Lack of timely release of 

 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
5 The Kathmandu Post 
6 Nagarik 
7 Ratopati 
8 The Kathmandu Post 
9 Onlinekhabar 
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salary and allowances has made it difficult to address their household expenses, the doctors have said.10 

Schools, that had remained shut due to the risk of COVID-19 pandemic, have reopened from October 21 in Kathmandu. 

Students are also happy to be able to go to school after a long time.11 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Due to the dilemma in the implementation of the government’s directives about rescuing and bringing home Nepali  
laborers stranded in foreign nations, the laborers without money have started returning home after taking loans. One of  
the objectives of the directives is to rescue the Nepali laborers in foreign lands who are in trouble due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. But as the majority of the people requiring help as per the provision of the directives have not received it, they  
have been criticizing the government.12  

A Nepali from Sankhuwasabha, who had been working in Kuwait, returned home when the COVID-19 pandemic started — the 
increase in infection in Kuwait and in the labor camps with hundreds of laborers made him want to return home.  But as he 
could not get any work after returning to Nepal, he went to Bahrain again. But the improper management of the workplace and 
the hot weather forced him to return to Nepal once again. Foreign employment opportunity has added the burden of loans 
rather than improving his economic condition.13 

 
10 Kantipur 
11 Nagarik 
12 Nagarik 
13 Kantipur 
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The business of Dhaka has slowed down in Palpa district due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The products are not getting space 
in the market due to a lack of domestic and international tourists in the area.14 

The Sino-Nepal Media Society has provided masks to media persons working on the frontlines. The Society on October 21 

provided 4,800 masks to the Press Center and 1,200 pieces each to Bhaktapur chapter of Federation of Nepalese Journalists 

and Madhyapur Communications Society.15 

International News  

The US on October 21 donated its 200 millionth COVID-19 shot to help vaccinate the rest of the world, the White House 
announced. The donated doses include more than 120 million in surplus from the US stockpile of shots as well as the  
initial deliveries of the 1 billion doses the Joe Biden administration has purchased from Pfizer for overseas donation by 
September 2022.16 

India celebrated the milestone of administering 1 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses on October 21 with the government 
promoting the achievement in song and video even as a recent drop in inoculations worries healthcare providers.  
India’s immunization campaign has covered three-quarters of its 944 million adults with at least one dose but only  
31 per cent with two.17 

Movie theaters in India’s entertainment capital Mumbai reopened on October 22 after more than 18 months of closure due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, the last of the many virus restrictions to go amid a decline in infections. Theaters opened to half 
capacity following the guidelines released last month, but struggled to lure the public back and mostly re-released earlier hits.18 

A new COVID-19 outbreak has spurred parts of China to increase restrictions on movement, with Beijing sealing off some 

 
14 Ratopati 
15 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
16 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
17 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
18 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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areas and northwestern regions imposing a range of transport curbs and closing public venues.19 

The Serum Institute of India (SII) has nearly quadrupled its monthly capacity of AstraZeneca shot to as many as 240 million 
doses and is prepared to export “large volumes” from January, its CEO told Reuters.20  

When Russia last year became the first country to launch a coronavirus vaccine called Sputnik V, it was hailed as a matter of 
national pride and a sign of its scientific know-how. But since the free immunization program in December 2020, only about a 
third of the country’s 146 million people have gotten fully vaccinated. The low vaccine acceptance is of increasing concern as 
Russia suffers a sharp rise in cases, setting records for infections and deaths nearly every day this month. On October 22, the 
national coronavirus task force reported 1,064 deaths and more than 37,000 new infections over the past 24 hours, another 
pandemic high. “I can’t understand what’s going on,” President Vladimir Putin said in a rare admission of bewilderment. “We 
have a reliable and efficient vaccine. The vaccine really reduces the risks of illness, grave complications and death.” 21 

Kid-size dose of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine appear safe and nearly 91 per cent effective at preventing symptomatic  
infections in 5- to 11-year-olds, according to study details released on October 22 as the US considers opening vaccinations  
to that age group. The shots could begin in early November, with the first children in line fully protected by Christmas, if 
regulators give the go-ahead.22  

Thailand announced rules on October 22 for its quarantine-free reopening to visitors from 45 countries. The capital Bangkok 
and other top destinations will reopen from November 1 to vaccinated visitors from 45 nations, who must produce negative 
COVID-19 tests before arrival, plus COVID-19 insurance cover of at least $50,000.23 

 

 

 

 
19 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
20 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
21 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
22 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
23 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21OCT25MM_055  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
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https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

