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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: October 22, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 470 new COVID-19 cases, 8 deaths on October 21; rate of COVID-19 infections up from around 6 per 
cent on October 10 to 12 per cent on October 19  

• Doctors have advised all to take health precautions as risk of waterborne diseases along with COVID-19 infection is 
high in flood-, landslide-affected regions 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 470 new coronavirus infections in last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 807,522, while the death toll 
climbed to 11,326 with eight fatalities on October 21. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.2 per cent, the fatality rate 
at 1.4 per cent, while the active COVID-19 case count currently is 11,315 against 11,579 a day before.2 

From around six per cent daily test positivity rate on October 10, the rate had increased to around 12 per cent on  
October 19. And public health experts warned that the number of new cases and the positivity rate could increase in the 
coming days as neither the authorities concerned, nor the public appear to be taking the risk of the infection seriously.  
“People celebrated this Dashain forgetting COVID-19 and its consequences,” said Dr Anup Bastola, Director at Sukraraj 
Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital. “We have to wait one more week to find out to what extent the virus has spread 
during the Dashain holidays.” 3 

The rate of COVID-19 infection has spiked again in Nepal. The rate of infection was less than five per cent on October 11. This 
was the lowest rate of daily infection since the beginning of the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The infection was 
confirmed in 596 people in 12,404 tested. The infection was confirmed in 1,096 on October 19. According to Dr Neeraj Bam, 
COVID-19 Focal Person of Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital, COVID-19 infection might increase after Dashain.4 

The risk of waterborne diseases along with COVID-19 infection is high in flood- and landslide-affected regions of the country.  
Doctors have advised all to maintain health precautions to be safe from the diseases.5 

 

 

 

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 Annapurna Post 
5 Annapurna Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The government’s plan to administer COVID-19 vaccine to 33 per cent of the total population before Dashain has failed. 
According to the Immunization Division of the Department of Health Services, the vaccine has been administered to only 22 
per cent of the total population as of October 21.6 

The United States is providing 100,000 doses of Pfizer vaccine under the COVAX facility to Nepal — the vaccine will arrive this 
week, according to Dr Sagar Dahal, Chief of the Immunization Division.  The government is planning to administer this vaccine 
to those above the age of 12, and those with underlying health conditions.7  

The number of tourists is increasing in Nepal with the reopening of the country to foreign tourists. At present 5,000 tourists are 

arriving in Nepal every day. It was nearly 300 tourists per day in the previous month.8 

International News  

British hospitals are on edge and people should wear masks and come forward for vaccines to stop them being  
overwhelmed by a rising wave of COVID-19 cases, senior medical figures said on October 20 as the government resisted  
calls for new measures.9  

 
6 Setopati 
7 Setopati 
8 Annapurna Post 
9 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   5 

Russian President Vladimir Putin on October 20 backed the Cabinet’s proposal to declare a non-working week and keep 
Russian workers away from their offices as coronavirus deaths surged to another daily record. The government task force on 
October 20 reported 1,028 coronavirus deaths over the past 24 hours, the highest number since the start of the pandemic. 
Putin said he supports the Cabinet’s proposal to introduce a nonworking period starting October 30 and extending through the 
following week, when four of seven days already are state holidays.10  

Singapore will extend its social curbs to contain the spread of COVID-19 for around a month to ease the pressure on the 
healthcare system, the government said on Wednesday.11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
11 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21OCT22MM_054  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

