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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: October 21, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal recorded 535 new COVID-19 cases, 13 deaths on October 20  

• Nepal to receive 100,620 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech COVID-19 vaccine by October-end  

• Talk about COVID-19 vaccine booster dose is not relevant in a country where 67.4 per cent of the target population is 
waiting to get the vaccine: Dr Sher Bahadur Pun; Finance Minister Janardan Sharma has said COVID-19 vaccine needs 
to be available as global public property in Least Developed Countries and Landlocked Developing Countries 

 
 

 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 535 new cases of the coronavirus in the last 24 hours on October 20, which pushed the nationwide tally to 
807,052, while the death toll climbed to 11,318 with 13 daily fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.1 per cent, 
the fatality rate at 1.4 per cent, while the active COVID-19 case count currently is 11,579.2  

Nepal is set to receive 100,620 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech COVID-19 vaccine in the last week of October from the COVAX 
facility, officials at the Ministry of Health and Population said. It is part of the 13 million doses sufficient to inoculate 20 per cent 
of the total population committed by the COVAX facility, the UN-backed international vaccine sharing scheme. “We are 
informed that the vaccine will arrive within October,” said Sagar Dahal, Chief of the National Immunization Program. “Though 
the final date of vaccine delivery is not confirmed yet, we expect the jabs to arrive on October 26 or 27.” The MoHP has 
decided to provide the jabs from 22 hospitals throughout the country to people with compromised immunity.3  

Many people are asking when they will get the booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. But this question is not that relevant in 

the context that 67.4 per cent of the target population is still waiting to get the vaccine, according to Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, 

Coordinator of Clinical Research Unit at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital, Teku. The suspicion that there 

might be a decline in immunity power after six months of getting the vaccine has increased people’s interest towards the 

booster dose, as per Dr Pun.4 

The COVID-19 vaccine needs to be available as a global public property in the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and 

Landlocked Developing Countries, said Finance Minister Janardan Sharma during a ministerial level virtual meeting of LDCs.5 

A total of 32.6 per cent population above the age of 18 has got the complete dose of the COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal. 

According to the Ministry of Health and Population, 6,485,923 people have taken both doses of the vaccine in Nepal.6 

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Nagarik 
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A total of 18,858,710 doses of COVID-19 vaccine have arrived in Nepal as of now. Of the total doses of vaccine received, 

15,048,288 doses have been used, according to the data of the Ministry of Health and Population.7 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The government has been operating COVID-19 care unit in 79 hospitals for the treatment of people infected with COVID-19. 
The treatment is being administered free of cost in the COVID-19 care units of Kathmandu Valley as well as other parts of the 
country. There are 20 such units in the Valley.8  

International News  

Federal regulators in the United States are expected to authorize the mixing and matching of COVID-19 booster doses this 
week in an effort to provide flexibility as the campaign for extra shots expands.9  

Russia registered another daily record of coronavirus deaths on October 19 as rapidly surging infection rates raised  
pressure on the country’s healthcare system and prompted the government to suggest declaring a nonworking week.  
The government task force reported 1.015 coronavirus deaths over the past 24 hours, the highest number since the start of the 

 
6 Baahrakhari 
7 Nayapatrika 
8 Baahrakhari 
9 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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pandemic. That brought the total death toll to 225,325 — by far the highest in Europe. It also registered 33,740 new infections 
over the past day.10 

Romania reported record numbers of daily coronavirus deaths and infections on October 19 as a hospital system stretched to 
breaking point by the EU’s second-lowest vaccination rate ran out of ICU beds. New infections in the preceding 24 hours 
topped 18,800 while 574 people died of the virus, official data showed.11  

New Zealand counted its most new coronavirus cases of the pandemic on October 19 as an outbreak in its largest city grew 
and officials urged vaccinations as a way out of Auckland’s two-month lockdown. Health officials found 94 new local infections, 
eclipsing the 89 that were reported twice during the early days of the pandemic 18 months ago. Most of the new cases were in 
Auckland, but seven were found in the nearby Waikato district.12 

The cost of repaying debt raised to help households and businesses through the COVID-19 crisis will be dwarfed by those 
from long-term trends like funding pensions and health services as societies age, the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development said in a report on October 19. The OECD said governments will increasingly have to contend with the costs 
associated with ageing populations and rising prices for public services. That is on top of servicing the huge debts left by 
COVID-19, which will take decades to repay.13  

Unvaccinated tennis players and other athletes are unlikely to get visas to enter Australia, a government official said on 
October 19, putting Novak Djokovic’s Australian Open title defense and bid for the Grand Slam record in doubt.14 

 

 

 

 

 
10 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
11 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
12 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
13 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
14 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21OCT21MM_053  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

