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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 
      Date: October 11, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 565 new COVID-19 cases on October 10; COVID-19 infection has reduced by 60 per cent in 1 month, 
according to Health Ministry  

• Level of antibodies against COVID-19 drops after 60 days in those who’ve taken Vero Cell, Covishield shots; 82 per 
cent antibodies present in those who’ve taken both doses of COVID-19 vaccine, 55 per cent in those who’ve taken one 
dose  

• 1 million doses of Covishield to be given to those aged 18 years and older: Health Ministry  

• With COVID-19 restrictions lifted, complacency in people have gone up while PCR testing has declined 
 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Kakarbhitta checkpoint still to resume full operations, while Bhadrapur checkpost is completely closed 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on October 10 reported 565 new coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally to 802,198. 
In its regular situation report, the Ministry of Health and Population did not mention the death toll over the past 24 hours. It, 
however, reported 10 COVID-19-related fatalities, which included the number of deaths managed by Nepal Army on different 
dates. The countrywide death toll has now reached 11,231. The number of active cases stands at 15,024.2 

The COVID-19 infection has reduced by 60 per cent in Nepal. According to the Ministry of Health and Population, the infection 
reduced by 60 per cent in a period of one month.3 

The level of antibodies against COVID-19 in individuals who are fully vaccinated with Vero Cell and Covishield drops after 60 
days, a study conducted by the Nepal Health Research Council has found. The study report published on October 8 revealed 
the continued presence of antibodies for 150 days among the fully vaccinated individuals but at a reduced level. It was also 
found that the level of antibodies grows in the first 60 days. The level of antibodies for Vero Cell vaccine was at 81.6 per cent 
during 31-60 days, and it dropped to 66.7 per cent during 91-150 days. In the case of Covishield, the level of antibodies was at 
84.7 per cent during 31-60 days and it dropped to 53.9 per cent during 91-150 days.4  

A study done about the efficacy of the vaccine in Nepal has released a report about the immunity power against COVID-19 in 
people who have taken the vaccine against it. In the report released by the Nepal Health Research Council, presence of 82 per 
cent antibodies was found in those who have taken the both doses of vaccine, while 55 per cent antibodies have been found in 
those who have taken only one dose.5 

The 1 million doses of the Covishield vaccine received from the Serum Institute of India on October 9 will be given to people 

aged 18 years and older. “Unlike in the past, we do not have any priority group for the vaccine now,” said Dr Samir Adhikari, 

Joint Spokesperson for the Ministry of Health and Population. “Districts can provide the jabs to people setting their own priority 

 
2 Kathmandupost.com 
3 Ratopati 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
5 Nagarik 
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as per the availability of the doses.” The second dose of the vaccine will be provided after 12 to 16 weeks of the first dose, 

according to Dr Adhikari.6 

With the government lifting all restrictions imposed to contain the spread of COVID-19, complacency has grown in all sectors 

with public health measures being ignored amid increased public mobility. What is concerning is that the number of PCR tests 

have also declined of late and authorities do not seem concerned about the growing risks.7  

The government decided to reopen all border checkpoints that Nepal shares with India from September 21. But due to the 

obstruction from the Indian side, the reopening of two big checkposts of Jhapa — Kakarbhitta and Bhadrapur — have been 

affected. The Kakarbhitta checkpost has not reopened fully, while the Bhadrapur checkpost is completely closed.8 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

It has been found that four per cent of the total population of Nepal has been affected by mental health problems. The 
condition of the patients with mental health issues has become complicated due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A study has 
shown that the number of mentally ill people has increased due to the social, economic and educational complications and 
inequality caused by the pandemic.9  

 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 Nayapatrika 
9 Ratopati 
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Children and young people could experience the impact of COVID-19 on their mental health and well-being for many years to 
come, UNICEF warned in its flagship report published on October 6.10 

The Provincial Corona Special Hospital was shifted to Rapti Provincial Hospital in Tulsipur on October 8. Sixty additional beds 
have been installed at the Rapti Provincial Hospital.11  

The economic activities had slowed down due to the high rate of COVID-19 infection last Dashain and Tihar. However, this 

Dashain, the market has seen natural mobility of people — the clothes, food, bus and airline companies have benefitted from 

the mobility of people due to Dashain rush.12 

Travel restrictions and an economic slowdown triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic have delivered a massive wallop to 

Nepal’s luxury hotels, decimating the revenues and profits, and the dazed hospitality industry is still struggling to recover  

amid huge losses. The country’s posh hotels have posted the highest-ever losses in the last fiscal that ended in mid-July;  

and based on the current scenario, mainly tourist arrival figures, the industry could take up to two years or more to return to 

pre-COVID-19 levels, insiders say.13 

The tourist movement has increased with the onset of the festival season in the tourist destination at Bhedetar, Dhankuta. A 

local hotel entrepreneur, Jitendra Ramdali Rai said that the place had worn a deserted look after the COVID-19 outbreak, but 

people’s movement has increased in the area of late.14 

The government is set to remove the time restrictions on night businesses. The Cabinet meeting last year had directed  

the Ministry of Tourism and Home Affairs to make a protocol regarding the operation of the night businesses, keeping in mind 

the state of the COVID-19 infection. But neither have the traders followed the time restriction as mentioned in the protocols,  

nor has there been effective monitoring from the police and District Administration Office. Amidst this scenario, Home Minister 

 
10 The Himalayan Times 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 Nayapatrika 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
14 The Himalayan Times 
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Balkrishna Khand has formed a 14-member work committee to study and set the protocols regarding the operation of  

night businesses.15 

The umbrella organization of working journalists in Nepal — the Federation of Nepali Journalists — has decided to take the 

agenda of press freedom and rights of working journalists in the context of the COVID-19 crisis. FNJ senior Vice-Chair 

Ramesh Bista shared the view that they were preparing to set up a separate mechanism at the central level to deal with and 

promote the labor rights of journalists.16  

International News  

Singapore is opening its borders to more countries for quarantine-free travel as the city-state seeks to rebuild its status as an 
international aviation hub, and prepares to reach a “new normal” to live with COVID-19. From October 19 fully vaccinated 
people from eight countries including Britain, France, Spain and the United States, will be able to enter the island without 
quarantining if they pass their COVID-19 tests, the government said on October 9.17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 Kantipur 
16 The Himalayan Times 
17 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21OCT11MM_047  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

