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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 4, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 395 new COVID-19 cases, 7 deaths on November 3; nearly 10 per cent of new COVID-19 cases are 
found to be those who’ve taken 1 dose of COVID-19 vaccine  

• China handed over 1.6 million doses of Sinopharm vaccine to Nepal on November 3 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 395 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 813,828, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,434 with seven fatalities on November 3. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.5 per cent, the fatality 
rate at 1.4 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 9,123.2 

Out of the new cases of COVID-19 infection, nearly 10 per cent of them have been found to have taken one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine. However, amongst those admitted to hospitals who are seriously ill, very few have been vaccinated. Mostly people 
with underlying health conditions and senior citizens comprise the seriously-ill COVID-19 infected patients who have been 
admitted to the hospital even after taking the vaccine.3 

China has given 1,600,000 doses of the Sinopharm vaccine to Nepal.  Chinese Ambassador Hou Yanqi handed over the 
vaccine to Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada on November 3.4 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada has done field inspection of different immunization centers where the COV 
ID-19 vaccine is being administered. He inspected the immunization centers in Koteshwor and Balkhu and expressed his 
commitment to continue operating them even after Tihar.5 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Kantipur 
4 Onlinekhabar 
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The government has started administering the public traveling outside the Valley towards their hometowns and villages  
to celebrate the Tihar festival with COVID-19 vaccine at various check posts — at Gongabu Buspark, Kalanki, Balkhu  
and Koteshwor.6 

The government has issued a scheme to distribute cash amounts to poor families affected by the COVID-19 pandemic  
by publishing a notice in the Nepal Gazette. With this the process of distributing Rs 10,000 to such families has started.  
The responsibility of identifying, recording, and handing over the cash to pandemic-affected poor families has been given to  
the local levels.7  

The public and artistes have been criticizing the decision of the local administration regarding the restrictions on deusi-bhailo 

programs citing COVID-19 as the reason.  They have pointed out that while night clubs are allowed to operate all night, the ban 

on deusi-bhailo at night is an attack on our culture. They have also said the government should make proper security 

arrangements rather than adopting such restrictive measures.8  

The Insurance Board has presented two alternatives before the Ministry of Finance regarding the payment of COVID-19 

insurance. Minister of Finance Janardan Sharma had instructed the Board to find the alternatives as the insurance amount to 

be paid was very high and the government was not able to pay it back.9 

The British Ambassador to Nepal Nicola Pollitt has said that she is ready to work together for the development of women 

entrepreneurship and innovation in Nepal. Stating that women entrepreneurs are facing problems not only in Nepal but also in 

the UK, she mentioned that COVID-19 has exacerbated the issues faced by women entrepreneurs. She also underlined the 

critical role mentorship plays in promoting women entrepreneurs and their innovative businesses.10  

 

 
5 Setopati 
6 The Himalayan Times 
7 Ratopati 
8 Ratopati 
9 Kantipur 
10 The Himalayan Times 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV04MM_063  
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https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

