
 

           Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring, Nepal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   2 

Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 29, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• World Health Organization has named the new variant of COVID-19 discovered in South Africa Omicron, has called it 
‘virus of concern’; world in alarm over the new variant; many countries have banned flights and travelers from 8 South 
African countries; South Africa has complained that it is being ‘punished’ with travel bans for having detected the strain 
first; World Trade Organization has postponed its meeting scheduled from November 30  

• Nepal has decided to ban entry of South African citizens in the wake of outbreak of a new variant of concern Omicron; 
World Health Organization has asked Nepal and other countries in Southeast Asian Region to be prepared against the 
new variant of COVID-19; health desk at the Tribhuvan International Airport put on alert; everyone urged to keep 
following health safety protocols; no new variant has been confirmed in Nepal in gene sequencing done as of now  

• Nepal reported 154 new COVID-19 cases, 2 deaths on November 28  

• Experts have suggested that Nepal take immediate decision on WHO-approved booster dose as frontliners and those 
with underlying medical conditions need to be given the dose  

• Caution and adhering to all safety health protocols advised even if one is fully vaccinated to be safe from infection as 
vaccine does not provide 100 per cent safety from COVID-19 infection 

 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The World Health Organization has named the new variant of COVID-19 found in South Africa as Omicron and also  
classified it as a variant of concern. Along with South Africa, this variant has also been found in Belgium, Israel, Botswana, and 
Hong Kong as of now.2  

The new Omicron coronavirus variant, identified in South Africa, but also detected in Europe and Asia, is raising concern 
worldwide given the number of mutations, which might help it spread or even evade antibodies from prior infection for 
vaccination. News of the new variant prompted countries to announce new travel restrictions and sent drugmakers scrambling 
to see if their COVID-19 vaccines remain protective. The World Health Organization classified the B.1.1.529 variant or 
Omicron, as a SARS-CoV-2 “variant of concern”, saying it may spread more quickly than other forms of coronavirus. The new 
variant has over 30 mutations in the part of the virus that current vaccines target. The mutations are likely to render certain 
COVID-19 treatments ineffective, said Dr David Ho, Professor of Microbiology and Immunology at Columbia University.3 

Fears mounted on November 27 that a highly infectious new coronavirus strain was pushing its way into Europe as the world 
brought the shutters down to contain the new Omicron variant. Britain confirmed its first two infections and suspected new 
cases emerged in Germany and the Czech Republic, while Dutch authorities quarantined 61 passengers from South Africa 
who tested positive for COVID-19. South Africa complained it was being “punished” with air travel bans for first detecting the 
strain. South Korea, Australia and Thailand joined the United States, Brazil, Canada, and a host of other countries around the 
world restricting travel from the region.4  

Global authorities reacted with alarm on November 26 to a new coronavirus variant detected in South Africa, with the 
European Union and Britain among those tightening border controls as researchers sought to find out if the mutation was 
vaccine resistant. Hours after Britain banned flights from South Africa and neighboring countries and asked travelers  
returning from there to quarantine, the World Health Organization cautioned against hasty travel bans. One South African 
scientist expert labeled London’s ban a symptom of “vaccine apartheid”, though European Commission Chief Ursula von der 

 
2 Onlinekhabar 
3 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
4 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Leyen said the EU also aimed to halt air travel from the regions, and several other countries including India, Japan, and Israel 
toughed curbs.5 

South African scientists have detected a new COVID-19 variant in small numbers and are working to understand its potential 
implications, they said on November 25. The variant — called B.1.1.529 — has a “very unusual constellation” of mutations, 
which are concerning because they could evade the body’s immune response and make it more transmissible, scientists  
told reporters at a news conference. Early signs from diagnostic laboratories suggest the variant has rapidly increased in  
the most populated province of Gauteng and may already be present in the country’s other eight provinces, they said. South 
Africa has confirmed around 100 specimens as B.1.1.529, but the variant has also been found in Botswana and Hong Kong, 
with the Hong Kong case a traveler from South Africa. As many as 90 per cent of new cases in Gauteng could be B.1.1.529, 
scientists believe.6 

South African scientists detected a small number of the variant called B.1.1.529 on November 23 in samples from November 
14-16. The country has identified around 100 cases of the variant mostly from its most populated province Gauteng. The World 
Health Organization will decide if it should be designated a variant of interest or variant of concern.7 

A slew of nations moved to stop air travel from southern Africa on November 26, and stocks plunged in Asia and Europe in 
reaction to news of a new, potentially more transmissible COVID-19 variant. Within a few days of the discovery of the new 
variant, it has already impacted on a jittery society that is sensitive to bad COVID-19 news with deaths around the globe 
standing at well over 5 million. There are fears that the new variant could be even more contagious than the current 
predominant one and could bypass the effectiveness of the vaccination campaigns. Israel, one of the world’s most vaccinated 
countries, announced on November 27 that it has detected the country’s first case of the new variant in a traveler who returned 
from Malawi. The new variant immediately infected stock markets around the world. Major indexes fell in Europe and Asia and 
Dow Jones futures dipped 800 points ahead of the market opening in the US.8  

Hungary will impose restrictions on travelers from Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe, the government said on November 27. On November 26, all 27 European Union member states “agreed on the 

 
5 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
6 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
7 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
8 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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need to activate the emergency brake & impose temporary restrictions on all travel into EU from southern Africa”, the current 
Slovenian presidency of EU said on Twitter.9 

Mauritius will suspend all commercial passenger flights from South Africa from November 28 due to the new coronavirus 
variant Omicron, its foreign affairs ministry said on November 27.10  

Thailand said on November 27 it would ban travelers from eight South African countries where a new COVID-19 strain has 
emerged.  People from Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, and Zimbabwe would be 
barred entry from December.11  

The Indian government has decided to maintain high alert in all its states with the finding of a new variant Omicron of COVID-
19 in South Africa. The central government has asked all states to take steps for the control while also giving speed to the 
vaccination drive.12  

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi told officials on November 27 to review plans to ease travel restrictions as concerns rise 
over the new Omicron variant of COVID-19. The world’s second-worst affected country by the pandemic had only on 
November 26 decided to resume international passenger flights from countries deemed “at risk” of the coronavirus, while 
ordering tightened border screening. But after the World Health Organization declared the new variant to be “of concern”, Modi 
highlighted the need for monitoring all international arrivals, their testing as per guidelines, with a specific focus on countries 
identified “at risk”, the government said in a statement after he officials to review the COVID-19 and vaccination situation.13 

India issued an advisory to all states to rigorously test and screen international travelers from South Africa and other  
“at risk” countries amid concerns over a new coronavirus variant, after easing some of its travel restrictions earlier this  
month. The federal health ministry said reports of mutations in the new variant, identified as B.1.1.529, had “serious public 
health implications”.14 

 
9 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
10 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
11 Agence France Presse (in The Himalayan Times) 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
14 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   6 

The World Trade Organization is postponing its conference of government ministries set to open on November 30 after 
Switzerland initiated new travel restrictions following the emergence of a worrying new coronavirus variant, officials said.15 

Nepal has decided to ban the entry of South African citizens to Nepal after the Omicron variant of the COVID-19 virus was 
detected in South Africa and other nations. The Ministry of Home Affairs has instructed the Department of Immigration, 
Tribhuvan International Airport Office, and local administration offices of the border areas to make the necessary arrangements 
to restrict the entry of people from South Africa. All South African citizens, except for those coming for official, diplomatic, or 
emergency purposes will be denied entry, as per Phanindra Mani Pokharel, Spokesperson of the Ministry.16 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has asked Nepal to be prepared against the new variant of COVID-19 — Omicron. 
Issuing a press release on November 28, the WHO has advised Nepal and other Southeast Asian nations to maintain a high 
alert. Dr Poonam Khetrapal Sing, Regional Director of WHO Southeast Asia Region, has asked the countries to give high 
priority to vaccination along with maintaining social distance and compulsory wearing of masks as the Omicron variant is  
of high risk.17 

A new variant of COVID-19 — B.1.1.529 — has been found in South Africa and it has mutated at a high speed. The  
scientists are worried as they fear that the vaccines against COVID-19 developed as of now will not be effective against this 
variant and the infection rate might also increase. Nepal government has said it has kept the health desk at the Tribhuvan 
International Airport on alert with the detection of the new variant in South Africa. There will be testing, sequencing, and 
quarantining of those coming from South Africa, according to Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry of 
Health and Population.18  

There is a risk of the spread of Omicron via flights in Nepal. However, Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the  
Ministry of Health and Population said there is no direct risk of the new variant for Nepal as there are no direct flights from 
Nepal to South Africa, where the Omicron variant was first discovered. The risk of the spread of infection is through those who 
enter Nepal via transit points of various countries, he said and added that the health desk at the Tribhuvan International Airport 

 
15 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
16 Onlinekhabar 
17 Ratopati 
18 Kantipur 
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is in a ready state. Arrangements have been made for quarantining those who return from the countries with the risk of 
infection, he informed.19  

In the wake of the new COVID-19 variant reported lately in South Africa the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has 
urged people to remain cautious and follow the health safety protocols. The variant classified B.1.1.529 could spread to Nepal 
as well. So, people visiting Nepal through South Africa should compulsorily stay in a week-long quarantine facility, said MoHP. 
There is no need to worry as the variant has not been reported in Nepal, but caution is necessary, said Dr Samir Kumar 
Adhikari, Joint Secretary at MoHP. “So, there is need to follow health protocols.” 20 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has said the new variant of COVID-19, Omicron, has been spreading at a rapid speed 
in Europe and America. The new variant, which has been spreading the fastest as of now, might take the form of a pandemic, 
according to WHO. It has also warned everyone to be cautious till more studies are done on it as the variant has been found to 
be highly infectious and those already infected with the COVID-19 in the past are at a high risk. Meanwhile, according to Dr 
Runa Jha, Director of National Public Health Laboratory, no new variant has been confirmed in Nepal in the gene sequencing 
done as of now. Likewise, Nepal has sent 150 samples to the UK for gene sequencing.21 

Experts have advised the government to keep people who have returned from countries where the new variant of COVID-19 
Omicron has been found or suspicious people in mandatory 15-day quarantine. The experts have so advised as the new 
variant poses more risk than the Delta variant. However, according to Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at the 
Ministry of Health and Population, there has been no decision made regarding the provision of mandatory quarantine. The 
meeting of the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center on November 28 might decide on this, he said.22 

As many countries are scrambling to contain the possible spread of the Omicron, a highly transmissible coronavirus variant, 
health authorities in Nepal say they are still analyzing the situation. Officials said that they have alerted all agencies concerned 
about the new virus variant and associated risks. “We have informed all agencies concerned about the outbreak of a new virus 
variant in African countries and asked them to step up surveillance,” said Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson for the 

 
19 Annapurna Post 
20 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
21 Nayapatrika 
22 Kantipur 
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Ministry of Health and Population. “We are analyzing the situation and the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center’s meeting 
scheduled for Sunday could take some measures regarding prevention.” 23 

Scientists have claimed that the Omicron variant is five times more infectious than the Delta variant of coronavirus. After two 
people were confirmed with the Omicron variant, India has already introduced stringent measures on flights as well as border 
areas. The risk of the variant entering Nepal has increased, but the government has made no preparations for its prevention. 
The officials are only discussing the new variant. The COVID-19 Crisis Management Center (CCMC) has remained inactive 
since Asoj (September-October). The CCMC is currently under the Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers is 
being led by the Secretary of the Prime Minister’s Office Maheshwor Neupane — as its coordinator Balananda Sharma has 
already been removed from the position. According to Neupane, the November 29 meeting of the CCMC analyzed the  
situation brought on by the Omicron variant, while deciding to monitor those returning from South Africa along with sending 
them to quarantine. However, the final action will be taken only after the CCMC makes its work procedures and gets it 
approved from the Cabinet, he said.24  

Nepali leaders are busy gathering crowds in the name of their parties’ general conventions. But such activities can aid in the 
spread of the COVID-19 infection. At a time when the world has again started to restrict travel as the study on the new variant 
Omicron is going on, Nepali politicians have however been gathering crowds. But it is time to maintain caution, and the 
government and political leadership need to be responsible.25 

Nepal recorded 154 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 820,878, while the death 

toll climbed to 11,523 with two fatalities on November 28. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, the fatality 

rate at 1.4 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 6,966.26  

Experts have advised that the Nepal government take a decision on the use of World Health Organization (WHO)-approved 

booster dose of COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible. They have requested the government to begin the discussion on this 

 
23 The Kathmandu Post 
24 Setopati 
25 Baahrakhari 
26 THT Online 
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immediately. They are of the opinion that the booster dose needs to be given to people with underlying health conditions, 

frontliners, among others immediately on the basis of priority and availability of the vaccines.27 

Even though COVID-19 cases have been falling in Nepal lately and the vaccination campaign has been scaled up, there are 

concerns about breakthrough infections. Of late people stopped following public health measures — wearing face masks, 

maintaining social distance, washing hands, and avoiding crowds. Vaccinated people have been behaving as if they got 

immune from the risk of COVID-19 infection and stopped following safety, which could be dangerous, according to doctors. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) on November 24 warned vaccinated people to remain cautious about the risk of 

COVID-19 infection. It said that it is concerned about a “false sense of security” in many countries and communities that 

vaccines have ended the pandemic, and that people who are vaccinated do not need to take any other precautions. “If you are 

vaccinated, you have a much lower risk of severe disease and death, but you are still at risk of being infected and infecting 

others,” WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.28  

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Preparations are being made to transfer Dr Anup Banstola, Director of Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital, who 
has played an important role during the two waves of the COVID-19 pandemic, to the SAARC Tuberculosis Center. The 
transfer letter has already been prepared upon the instruction of the Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada. Dr 
Manisha Rawal will take over his position, as per a source from the Ministry.29 

 
27 Kantipur 
28 The Kathmandu Post 
29 Baahrakhari 
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The Tulsipur Sub-Metropolitan City of Dang is set to administer the COVID-19 vaccine to those above the age of 18 in all its 
wards from November 28. They will be administered the Vero Cell vaccine.30  

The government has added nearly 20,000 beds in the hospitals across the country amidst the two waves of the COVID-19 

pandemic. It had added 19,811 beds till July. Amongst them, the highest number of additions is of High Dependency Unit 

(HDU) beds — there were zero HDU beds in government hospitals before the COVID-19 pandemic. Now there are 3,234 such 

beds. Likewise, the ICU beds have been increased from 524 to 2,944, while the ventilators from 222 to 1,036.31  

The Dhulikhel Hospital in Dolakha has brought the ICU and ventilators into the operation for the first time in Dolakha district. 

With this, the compulsion to take the patients to the hospitals in Capital for treatment due the absence of the ICU and 

ventilators has come to an end. Before this, a lot of COVID-19 patients of the district lost their lives due to the shortage of ICU 

and the ventilators. Meanwhile, the Charikot Hospital in the district has bought six ventilators and ICU worth Rs 30,000,000 but 

they have not come into the operation.32 

Different studies have shown that the cases of violence against women have increased across the world with the COVID-19 

pandemic. Likewise, according to the data of Nepal Police, a total of 4,732 cases were filed at the Nepal Police on violence 

against women in the fiscal year 2077/078 BS. The study has shown that as the women were forced to stay inside the house 

during lockdown, the cases of violence have increased.33  

Australia’s Ambassador Felicity Volk provided medical equipment worth Rs 4.2 million to the COVID-19 Unified Central 

Hospital at Bir Hospital under the National Academy of Medical Sciences on November 25. The equipment including ICU beds 

and equipment will be used to establish an emergency ward in the COVID-19 Unified Central Hospital.34 

 
30 Setopati 
31 Baahrakhari 
32 Kantipur 
33 Nayapatrika 
34 The Himalayan Times 
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International News  

The European Union’s drug regulator on November 25 authorized Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine for use on children from 5-11 
years old, clearing the way for shots to be administered to millions of elementary school pupils amid a new wave of infections 
sweeping across the continent. It is the first time the European Medicines Agency has cleared a COVID-19 vaccine for use in 
young children.35  

One hundred per cent of the United Arab Emirates’ population has received at least one dose of a vaccine against COVID-19, 
the health ministry has said. According to the UAE health ministry, “a total of 21,802,032 doses” of COVID-19 vaccine have 
been administered in the Gulf Arab nation. “One hundred per cent (of the population) has received one dose” while “90.18 per 
cent are fully vaccinated”.36  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
35 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
36 Agence France Presse (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV29MM_078  
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