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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 26, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 281 new COVID-19 cases, 3 deaths on November 25; Kathmandu and Lalitpur are the only districts in 
Nepal with over 500 active COVID-19 cases  

• Health Ministry does not have a database on how many people have missed/not turned up for the second dose of 
COVID-19 vaccines  

• South African scientists say a new variant of COVID-19 — B.1.1.529 — carrying a high number of mutations has been 
found in South Africa; variant responsible for increase in number of infections in their country and has also been seen in 
Botswana and Hong Kong  

• Switzerland swaps places with COVAX in COVID-19 vaccine delivery scheme making delivery of vaccines possible to 
COVAX-aided countries by December-end 

 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 820,285 on November 25 with 281 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours. On the other hand, the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 11,516 with three more fatalities. The 
country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 7,349 against 7,369 a day before. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 
97.7 per cent, while the fatality rate stands at 1.4 per cent.2  

The number of active COVID-19 cases in Kathmandu Valley is 1,694 — 677 in Kathmandu, 546 in Lalitpur, and 471 in 
Bhaktapur. Kathmandu and Lalitpur are the only two districts in the country with more than 500 active COVID-19 cases. This is 
the first time after many weeks that the Capital’s COVID-19 caseload has topped 600.3  

Around 10 per cent of Kathmandu residents who took the first dose of either AstraZeneca or Vero Cell vaccine have not taken 
the second dose within the prescribed gap. Officials estimated that the figure was very high — until some months ago. “Over 
80,000 people who took the first dose had not taken the second dose until a few months ago,” said Sambhu Kafle, Chief of 
Health Office Kathmandu. “But a lot of people have taken the second dose after we started supplying the vaccine regularly.” 
According to Kafle, around 10,000 to 15,000 people have still not sought second doses. And what is alarming is the Ministry of 
Health and Population (MoHP) does not know the whereabouts of the people who took the first dose of vaccine but have not 
received the second. The MoHP does not have a database to track the people who are not seeking the second dose.4  

South African scientists have claimed that a new COVID-19 variant that carries a high number of mutations has been found in 

South Africa.  The new variant — B.1.1.529 — has a high number of mutations which is responsible for the increase in the 

number of infections in South Africa, they have said. The variant was seen in Botswana and Hong Kong too, in patients who 

had traveled from South Africa, they said.5 

Switzerland on November 24 agreed to swap places in the COVID-19 vaccine delivery queue, becoming the first country to 

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Himalayan Times 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
5 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in Setopati) 
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give up its slot in favor of the global equitable jabs access scheme. The switch means a million doses of US manufacturer 

Moderna’s two-shot vaccine will be made available to the COVAX alliance before the end of December. Switzerland will take 

COVAX’s slot and receive a million Moderna doses in 2022. “This collaboration shows that there is a quick and pragmatic way 

governments can ensure COVAX participants in lower-income countries have access to COVID-19 vaccines now,” said Seth 

Berkley, Chief Executive of GAVI, which handles the facility’s contracts. “I encourage other governments to follow this example 

and work with COVAX and manufacturers to amend delivery schedules.” 6 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Nepal’s hotels and restaurants are still straining to get back on their feet after the coronavirus disaster while most business 
sectors have moved into full recovery mode, a study released by the Nepal Rastra Bank on November 24 shows.7  

With a decline in the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been an ease in the operation of industries and factories.  According to 
the report of the Nepal Rastra Bank, a total of 87.2 industries and businesses have been operating at full strength at present 
and it has been estimated that the increase in the number of industries that have reopened is due to the decline in the impact 
of the pandemic.8  

The impact of COVID-19 is still seen in the industries of Nepal — they have not come into full operation and returned to the 
situation like that before the pandemic started in the country, according to a report of the Nepal Rastra Bank. A total of 2.3 
industries/businesses have not come into the operation yet, as per the report released on November 24. However, the situation 

 
6 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 Nagarik 
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has improved as compared to last year in the case of operation of industries and factories, as per the report — a total of 4.2 
per cent industries/business had not come into the operation last Baisakh (April-May 2020).9 

The government failed to collect targeted amounts of taxes from large enterprises while collecting more than the target from 
small and medium enterprises in the last fiscal year 2020-21. What is interesting here is that the small and medium enterprises 
were affected more by the COVID-19 pandemic but have contributed better to state coffers. According to the Annual Report 
2020-21 of the Inland Revenue Department, the Large Taxpayer Office collected around 80 per cent of its target, while the 
other tax offices collected 120 per cent of their target.10  

International News  

The head of the European Union’s Public Health Agency Andrea Ammon said on November 24 that COVID-19 vaccine 
boosters should be considered for all adults, with priority for those above 40 years, in a major change to the agency’s 
guidance. “Booster doses should be considered for all adult individuals prioritizing persons above 40 years of age,” Ammon 
said in a recorded statement, noting that boosters should be administered at least six months after completing the primary 
vaccine schedule.11  

An alarming fall in testing for COVID-19 threatens to undermine India’s efforts to contain the pandemic, the federal health 
ministry said on November 24 in a letter to state governments, as worries grew over fresh waves of infection abroad. India on 
November 24 reported 9,283 new COVID-19 cases, a day after recording 7,579 infections, the lowest in 543 days. But testing 
has hovered around 1 million per day for the past few weeks, less than half the capacity.12  

US President Joe Biden will require essential, non-resident travelers crossing US land borders, such as truck drivers, 
government, and emergency response officials, to be fully vaccinated from January 22, the administration plans to announce.13 

 
9 Annapurna Post 
10 The Kathmandu Post 
11 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
12 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
13 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV26MM_077  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

