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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 25, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 305 new COVID-19 cases, 4 deaths on November 24; rate of COVID-19 infection based on tests done 
has been recorded at less than 4 per cent since beginning of Mangsir (November 17)  

• With public failing to show up, vaccination rates slump and local levels suspend vaccination drives; experts see the 
need to make sure people take the jab to beat the infection; Germany to provide 4,200,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
under COVAX from first week of December; Education Ministry has decided to vaccinate all school-level students 
against COVID-19  

• Large number of people visiting Patan Mental Hospital complaining of post-COVID-19 problems 
 
 

 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 305 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 820,004, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,513 with four fatalities on November 24. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, the fatality 
rate at 1.4 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 7,369.2 

The rate of COVID-19 infection on the basis of the tests done has been recorded at less than four per cent since the beginning 
of Mangsir (November 17) — 3.43 on November 17. The infection rate was more than 20 per cent in Shrawan (July 16-August 
16). Experts say that the infection can be said to have come under control if the infection rate is below five per cent, but we 
cannot say that the risk of infection is not there, they argue. Dr Dinesh Neupane, Public Health Expert of the John Hopkins 
University, says that it is necessary to speed up vaccination in Nepal. If the vaccination drive is not expanded and public health 
protocols are not followed, the infection may surge again.3 

In the rural areas of Makwanpur district, only around 35 per cent people have so far taken the COVID-19 vaccine. But the 
vaccination rate in Hetaunda, the headquarters of Bagmati Province, is around 80 per cent. And this is an assertion of Minister 
for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada. “Several wards have stopped the vaccination program, after no one sought the 
service,” he said. “Administering the jabs to those who have not taken any has become a challenge for us.” With vaccination 
rates declining, the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has asked all provincial and local governments to speed up the 
vaccination pace. “As per the analysis of the progress report of the vaccination as of now, pace of vaccination has to be sped 
up in coming days,” reads a statement issued by MoHP. The MoHP statement comes as more vaccines are set to arrive in the 
country within a few months. Public health experts said that internal management of the vaccine will be the next challenge and 
authorities need to make additional efforts to administer the vaccine to those who have not taken any jabs so far. Several local 
units including those in Kathmandu Valley have stopped the vaccination program, after very few people reach the 
immunization centers for the services.4  

 
2 THT Online 
3 Kantipur 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
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The German government will provide 4,200,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine under the COVAX facility from the first week of 
December. Preparations are being made to give the vaccine to Nepal within two weeks.5 

Classes have begun with the full presence of students from Mangsir (November 17). Keeping in mind the risk of the spread of 
COVID-19 infection, the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has said it has made preparations to inoculate all 
school-level students with the COVID-19 vaccine.6 

A large number of people have been visiting the Patan Mental Hospital complaining of different problems following the COVID-

19 pandemic. The post-COVID-19 problems are mostly seen in people who have been infected with COVID-19 or have lost 

their family members to the infection. According to psychologists, the measures implemented to be safe from COVID-19 

pandemic have created post-COVID-19 problems in many people. People with problems of sleeplessness, habit of repeating 

the same task, habit of doing the same thing mandatorily have been visiting the hospital following the two waves of the 

pandemic, according to psychologist Trishna Bista.7 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The COVID-19 Crisis Management Bill has been in the parliament for nearly a month. There is no law related to COVID-19 
since the COVID-19 Crisis Management Ordinance has become inactive. 8  

The materials needed for washing hands at public places in Bajura are useless. Hand washing stations were set up in public 
places, government offices, schools, and health organizations after COVID-19 cases started rising. The materials have not 

 
5 Nagarik 
6 Nagarik 
7 Baahrakhari 
8 Nagarik 
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been used even in the district headquarters Martadi. Suresh BK, a local of Khaptad Chhededaha Rural Municipality, said the 
materials were useless due to lack of water in many places. 9 

Nearly 12,000 students, who have got the permission to study in foreign universities, will benefit from the decision to open the 

borders of Australia and Japan following the COVID-19 pandemic. The risk of the loss of nearly Rs 7,000,000,000 of Nepali 

students has ended with this decision as they can now go to their respective universities to continue their studies.10 

International News  

Europe remains “in the firm grip” of COVID-19 and the continent’s death toll could top 2.2 million this winter if current  
|trends continue, the World Health Organization (WHO) warned on November 23. Europe is battling an upsurge in the 
pandemic that saw Austria return to lockdown this week, while Germany and the Netherlands are poised to announce new 
restrictions. Another 700,000 Europeans could die by March 1, the WHO said, in addition to the 1.5 million who have already 
succumbed to the virus.11  

The Netherlands started transporting COVID-19 patients across the border to Germany on November 23 to ease pressure on 
Dutch hospitals, which are scaling back regular care to deal with a surge in coronavirus cases. The number of COVID-19 
patients in Dutch hospitals has swelled to its highest level since May in recent weeks and is expected to increase further as 
infections jump to record levels.12 

The prime minister of France, who tested positive for COVID-19 on November 22, is being singled out on social media and 
beyond as the prime example of what not to do in the pandemic. Multiple videos are being circulated of a maskless Jean 
Castex vigorously shaking hands with elected officials in an enclosed space at a Paris mayoral congress on November 16. 
Angry users are pointing out that that goes against the official line that everyone should continue taking preventive measures.13 

 
9 The Himalayan Times 
10 Nayapatrika 
11 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
12 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
13 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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The COVID-19 crisis has had a devastating impact on migrant workers all over the world, in particular those employed in 
precarious low-wage sectors, says a new report by the International Labor Organization (ILO). Migrant workers were also 
targets of discrimination and xenophobia, says the report.14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
14 The Himalayan Times 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV25MM_076  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

