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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 24, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 313 new COVID-19 cases, 9 deaths on November 23  

• Nepal postpones resumption of Covishield supply under COVAX from November 22 to 29; nearly 6,000,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines to arrive within next month-and-half  

• 69.9 per cent of total population does not still have access to COVID-19 vaccines, according to Health Ministry; 
Government aims to inoculate entire population above 18 years of age by mid-December  

• Nepal and India sign MoU on Reciprocal Recognition of Vaccine Certificate between the two nations  

• Nepal to send 150 swab samples of COVID-19-infected to UK’s Public Health England for whole-genome sequencing 
 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 313 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 819,699, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,509 with nine fatalities on November 23. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, the fatality 
rate at 1.4 per cent, while the country’s active COVID-19 case count currently is 7,300.2 

The resumption of India supplying COVID-19 vaccines to the global COVAX vaccine-sharing platform after eight months was 
delayed on November 22 when Nepal requested a postponement, two sources told Reuters. The Serum Institute of India was 
scheduled to ship Covishield doses through COVAX to Nepal on November 22, but the country now wants them only around 
November 29, said one of the sources, a Nepal health ministry official. He declined to explain the reasons for the delay. A 
Nepal health ministry spokesperson had no immediate comment. SII did not respond to a request for comment.3 

Nearly 6,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in Nepal from three companies within the next one-and-a-half months. 
According to Upendra Dhungana, Chief of the Supply Division of the Department of the Health Services, the said doses of 
vaccine will be of Pfizer, Vero Cell and Covishield. Nearly 1,500,000 doses out of the total vaccine will arrive within November, 
while the remaining doses will arrive phase-wise — Nepal is procuring the 6,000,000 doses under the COVAX facility from the 
Serum Institute of India.4 

A total of 69.9 per cent of the total population still do not have access to the COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal, according to the 

Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). But it has said that the number of people who need to get the vaccine is reducing as 

the vaccine is administered to the population above the age of 12. As of now 26.2 per cent have taken the complete dose of 

the vaccine across the country, while 30.1 per cent have taken the first dose.5 

The government said that it had started work to provide COVID-19 vaccination to the entire population above 18 years of age 

in the country by mid-December. Until now the government has been providing vaccines to specific age groups. But now 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
4 Nagarik 
5 Nayapatrika 
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onwards, people of any age group can get the vaccine. The government has also prepared to provide vaccine on a regular 

basis through vaccination centers set up at places where people’s movement is high. Such centers will be set up with the 

support of local levels across the country.6 

In order to meet the target to vaccinate all eligible citizens by the end of Chaitra (March 13, 2022) against COVID-19,  

the government is currently dedicated to procure and import the vaccines. While the vaccination drive has been running 

continuously, Nepal has also been receiving vaccines from different donor countries which have completed their own 

vaccination drives.7 

Nepal’s Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada and Indian Ambassador Vinay Mohan Kwatra have signed the 

Memorandum of Understanding for the reciprocal recognition of the Vaccine Certificate between Nepal and India. With this, the 

COVID-19 vaccinated travelers of both countries can travel across Nepal and India with ease.8  

Nepal is working to send swab samples of COVID-19-infected people every month to the United Kingdom for conducting 

whole-genome sequencing tests. The National Public Health Laboratory (NPHL) said the move is aimed at keeping tables on if 

new variants have been circulating in the country. “Since we do not have the capacity to carry out whole-genome sequencing 

on a large scale, we are planning to send swab samples to the UK,” said Dr Runa Jha, Director at the NPHL. “Our plan is to 

send at least 150 swab samples every month.” The Ministry of Health and Population has signed an agreement with the Public 

Health England for conducting whole-genome sequencing of SARS-CoV-2, which causes COVID-19. The Public Health 

England has agreed to perform the tests free of cost.9  

 

 

 
6 The Himalayan Times 
7 Baahrakhari 
8 Onlinekhabar 
9 The Kathmandu Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City (KMC) has started to administer the COVID-19 vaccine to everyone above the age of 18. 
The vaccine can be got from hospitals designated by KMC and in all its 32 wards.10  

In order to ease the distribution of COVID-19 vaccine to all citizens, the government is set to administer the vaccine from four 
locations in Kathmandu — Vayodha Hospital in Balkhu, Jadibuti Prasodhan Kendra, Koteshwor, Naya Buspark in Gongabu, 
and Kalanki Chowk. The vaccine is being administered from November 21 to December 20.11 

The Pfizer vaccine is being administered from the Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital for children aged 12 to 17. A crowd 
of college and school students can be seen on the hospital’s premises to get the vaccine. The vaccine, received under the 
COVAX facility, is being administered from November 21 to children of the said age group.12 

International News  

Germans faced the stark warning on November 22 that they would be either “vaccinated, cured or dead” from COVID-19 by 
the end of winter, as Austria took the dramatic step of returning to a partial lockdown. “Probably by the end of this winter, as is 
sometimes cynically said, pretty much everyone in Germany will be vaccinated, cured or dead,” German Health Minister Jens 
Spahn said, as he urged more citizens to get the jab. Outgoing Chancellor Angela Merkel warned that Germany’s current 
COVID-19 curbs — including barring the unvaccinated from certain public spaces — “are not enough”. Belgium and the 

 
10 Onlinekhabar 
11 Baahrakhari 
12 Baahrakhari 
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Netherlands meanwhile condemned the clashes that rocked weekend protests against new anti-COVID-19 measures, meant 
to contain a surge in infections sweeping parts of the continent.13  

The Australian government expects 200,000 vaccinated foreign students and skilled workers will soon return without 
quarantining when the country further relaxes pandemic restrictions next week. From December 1, students, skilled workers, 
and travelers on working vacations will be allowed to land at Sydney and Melbourne airports without needing to seek 
exemptions from a travel ban, Prime Minister Scott Morrison said on November 22.14 

Bars, restaurants, and gyms can reopen in Auckland from early December, but customers will be required to show proof 
they’ve been fully vaccinated, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said on November 22.15  

Britain will review its COVID-19 travel rules in January and aid looking at reforming its airport slots system as part of a wider 
new aviation strategy.16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
14 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
15 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
16 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV24MM_075  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

