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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 23, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 367 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death on November 22  

• COVID-19 vaccine to be given to all pregnant women who’ve completed the first trimester; Lalitpur Metropolitan City to 
administer Covishield and Vero Cell doses from Sunday to Friday; Kathmandu Metropolitan City has set up 
immunization centers at 4 entry points to vaccinate those above 18 entering the Valley from other districts 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Pfizer vaccine being given to teens below the age of 18 but without prior announcement 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 367 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 819,386, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,500 with one fatality on November 22. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, the fatality 
rate at 1.4 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 7,269.2  

The government will now give the COVID-19 vaccine to all pregnant women. The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) 
has decided to give the vaccine mandatorily to all pregnant women — before this the vaccine was being administered  
only to high-risk pregnant women. According to MoHP, the vaccine is being administered to women who have completed  
the first trimester.3  

Lalitpur Metropolitan City has started to administer Covishield and Vero Cell vaccines every day except for Saturdays.  
The vaccine will be administered from Sunday to Friday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the District Public Health Office  
at Chhabahal.4 

The Health Office of Kathmandu Metropolitan City has set up immunization centers at four checkposts on the entry points to 
Kathmandu —Kalanki, Balkhu, Koteshwor, and Naya Bus Park. The COVID-19 vaccine is being administered to people 
entering Kathmandu Valley from other districts who are above the age of 18 from these centers.5 

Health authorities on November 21 opened the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for all children above 12 years old but 

without prior announcement. Hundreds of children were immunized with the vaccine on November 21, according to officials. 

“As very few people with comorbidities came for the Pfizer vaccine, we have decided to administer the jab to children above 12 

years old,” Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson of the Ministry of Health and Population said. Earlier the government 

had decided to provide it to people with compromised immunity. After health authorities decided to open the jabs for all, health 

workers including doctors informed their relatives and acquaintances to bring the children to hospitals for the vaccine, a staff at 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Ratopati 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Onlinekhabar 
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Civil Hospital said. “Around 1,500 children who do not have any comorbidities received the vaccine from various hospitals of 

the district,” Sambhu Kafle, Chief of the Health Office, Kathmandu said.6 

Health authorities on November 21 started vaccinating children above 12 years of age and teenagers below 18 years, using 

Pfizer vaccine in 24 hospitals across the country. “Since the stock of vaccine is limited, they are being given on a first-come-

first-serve basis. People should show birth certificates as proof of their age in the vaccination centers to get the jab,” said 

Samir Kumar Adhikari, Assistant Spokesperson for the Ministry of Health and Population.7 

 

OTHER(S) 

International News  

Tens of thousands of people marched through central Brussels on November 21 to protest reinforced COVID-19 restrictions 
imposed by the Belgian government to counter the latest spike in coronavirus cases. Many among the police estimate of 
35,000 at the rally were also against the government’s strong advice to get vaccinated and any possible moves to impose 
mandatory shots.8 

Austrians were enjoying a last day out in coffee houses and at Christmas markets on November 21 before the government 
imposes a nationwide lockdown to combat a growing fourth wave of coronavirus infections. The measures require people to 
stay at home apart from basic reasons like getting groceries, going to the doctor, and exercising.9 

French authorities are sending police special forces to the Caribbean island of Guadeloupe, an overseas territory of France, as 

 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
7 The Himalayan Times 
8 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
9 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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protests over COVID-19 restrictions erupted into rioting.10  

Yoshihilo Takeuchi, who ran a small restaurant in Okinawa, told only a few friends he had the coronavirus. When he didn’t 
answer phone calls from public health workers for three days, police went to his home and found him dead in his bed. He was 
among hundreds who have died while subject to “jitaku ryoyo” or a policy of having some COVID-19 patients “recuperate at 
home”. In many countries, those with COVID-19 stay home to isolate and recover, but critics say that in Japan, a country with 
one of the most affordable and accessible healthcare systems, people have been denied hospital care, and the policy 
amounted to “jitaku hochi”, or “abandonment at home”. Takeuchi’s sister and daughter of another man who died at home of 
COVID-19 have started an online support group for grieving relatives of such victims. Japan has seen caseloads fall 
dramatically in the past two months and the government has drawn up a road map to improve its pandemic response. A plan 
adopted on November 12 aims to have beds for up to 37,000 patients nationwide by the end of November, up from 28,000. 
Speaking up takes courage in a conformist society like Japan, and class action lawsuits are rare. But Kaoiri Takada, 
Takeuchi’s sister, and others in her group believe their loved ones were denied the medical care they deserved.11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
11 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   6 

Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV23MM_074  
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https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

