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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 22, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 232 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death on November 21; pressure of COVID-19 patients has not reduced in 
ICUs as compared to the decreasing number of infections  

• Pfizer vaccine being given to children aged 12-17 years in Kathmandu and Lalitpur districts from November 21; Vero 
Cell and AstraZeneca shots to be given from four bus stops of Kathmandu from November 21; COVID-19 vaccination 
drive has not resumed after Tihar as vaccine demand looks saturated; Parbat has begun vaccination of everyone above 
18 years of age  

• Pregnant women afraid of getting COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal as they fear it might put the unborn child at risk  

• Experts have advised the government to make preparations to arrange COVID-19 vaccine booster dose as it has 
already been 6 months since people got the second dose  

• Vendor in Wuhan market identified as first known COVID-19 case, according to US study  

• Zimbabwe’s resistance to COVID-19 has stupefied scientists as they see the country doing better even when they don’t 
have the vaccines or resources to fight the pandemic 

 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 232 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 819,019, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,496 with one fatality on November 21. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, the fatality 
rate stands at 1.4 per cent, while country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 7,164.2 

The pressure of COVID-19 patients in the ICU has not reduced in ratio of the reduction of the number of COVID-19 infected. 
The majority of them are senior citizens. Many people, who have taken complete dose of the vaccine, have become seriously 
ill, according to virologist Dr Anup Banstola.3 

There are zero active cases of COVID-19 in six districts of the country — Okhaldhunga, Manang, Mustang, Humla, Dolpa,  
and Jajarkot.4 

The Pfizer vaccine against COVID-19 is set to be given to children aged 12 to 17 from November 21 in Kathmandu and 
Lalitpur districts. It was being given to only people with chronic illnesses above the age of 12 before this. Now it will be given to 
all above the age of 12 if they have chronic diseases along with children aged 12 to 17.5  

With the number of people seeking COVID-19 vaccination significantly down, health authorities in Kathmandu have decided to 
provide the jabs regularly at the Capital’s four bus stops from November 21. Officials hope that those who have not taken the 
jabs until now for various reasons will benefit from the new arrangement. “We will provide COVID-19 jabs from our booths set 
up at New Bus Park, Koteshwor, Kalanki and Balkhu,” said Gyan Bahadur Oli, COVID-19 Focal Person at the Public health 
Division at the Kathmandu Metropolitan City. “Both AstraZeneca and Vero Cell vaccines will be provided from those places.” 6 

The vaccination drive against the COVID-19 that halted before Tihar has not yet resumed in the Kathmandu Metropolitan City, 
barring the Pfizer vaccination targeted at chronically ill patients of various ages which started this week at various hospitals. 
And this is the second time the metropolis has stopped vaccination campaigns after very few people came for immunization. “It 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nayapatrika 
4 Baahrakhari 
5 Baahrakhari 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
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seems that residents of Kathmandu have already received the coronavirus vaccine,” said Gyan Bahadur Oli, COVID-19 Focal 
Person at the Public Health Division of the metropolis. “There is no point continuing the program when the vaccine demand 
seems to have saturated, and people are not coming for the jabs.” He said the metropolis will resume vaccination in the 
coming days targeting the migrant population, which might have returned from villages after celebrating the festivals.7 

The vaccination for everyone above the age of 18 against COVID-19 has begun in Parbat. The drive aims to administer the 
vaccine to people above the age of 18 to 45 of all the seven local levels of the district.8 

Pregnant women tend to fear getting the COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal. Many of them fear that the vaccine might put  

the unborn child at risk, according to doctors. Also, as the government has not clearly mentioned if the vaccine should be  

given to pregnant women and lactating mothers, there are incidents of healthcare workers not administering the vaccine to 

such people. However, the World Health Organization recommended six months ago that pregnant women and lactating 

mothers can take the jab.9  

Experts have advised the government to make preparations for the arrangement of booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccines. 

As the vaccination drive started a long time ago, time has come to begin administering the booster dose as well, they have 

said.  Dr GD Thakur, Member of the National Immunization Advisory Committee and former director of the Epidemiology and 

Disease Control Division, has said that as it has already been six months that people got the second dose of the vaccine, it’s 

time the booster dose be given.10 

The first known COVID-19 case was a market vendor in the Chinese city of Wuhan, and not an accountant who  

appeared to have no link to the market but whose case contributed to speculation the virus could have leaked from a lab, 

according to a US study.11 

Earlier this week, Zimbabwe recorded just 33 new COVID-19 cases and zero deaths, in line with a recent fall in the  

 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 Setopati 
9 Kantipur 
10 Kantipur 
11 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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disease across the continent, where World Health Organization (WHO) data show that infections have been dropping  

since July. Although it is still unclear what COVID-19’s ultimate toll will be, that catastrophic scenario has yet to  

materialize in Zimbabwe or much of the continent. Scientists emphasize that obtaining accurate COVID-19 data, particularly in 

African countries with patchy surveillance, is extremely difficult, and warn that declining coronavirus trends could easily be 

reversed. But here is something “mysterious” going on in Africa that is puzzling scientists, said Wafaa El-Sadr, Chair of global 

health at Columbia University. “Africa doesn’t have the vaccines and the resources to fight COVID-19 that they have in Europe 

and the US, but somehow they seem to be doing better,” she said. Fewer than 6 per cent of people in Africa are vaccinated. 

For months, the WHO has described Africa as “one of the least affected regions in the world” in its weekly pandemic reports. 

Some researchers say the continent’s younger population — the average age is 20 versus about 43 in Western Europe —  

in addition to their lower rates of urbanization and tendency to spend time outdoors, may have spared it the more lethal effects 

of the virus so far. Several studies are probing whether there might be other explanations, including genetic reasons or 

exposure to other diseases.12 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Work is underway to install an oxygen plant at the Mahakali Provincial Hospital in Mahendranagar, a major health institution of 
Sudurpashchim Province. Once completed, the plant can produce more than 100 cylinders of oxygen a day.13 

A total of around 1,700,000 people have bought the insurance against COVID-19. They have claimed insurance worth Rs 
14,940,000,000 but have not received compensation worth Rs 10,000,000,000.14  

 
12 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
14 Nayapatrika 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   6 

Ambassador and head of the delegation of the European Union to Nepal Nona Deprez expressed satisfaction that the 

assistance supplied by EU member states to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, including equipment and supplies, had reached 

the far corners of the country in Kalikot, Humla, Manang, Khotang, Solukhumbu, Taplejung, Kanchanpur and Jhapa.15 

International News  

Austria will become the first country in western Europe to reimpose a full coronavirus lockdown this autumn to tackle  
a new wave of infections and will require its whole population to get vaccinated as of February, the government said  
on November 19.16 

The lockdown will start on November 22 and initially will last for 10 days, Chancellor Alexander Schallenberg said.17 

A demonstration planned for November 20 in Amsterdam against coronavirus curbs was canceled after night riots in 
Rotterdam against a partial lockdown injured seven people and saw police firing warning shots.18 

The United States on November 19 authorized Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccine boosters to all people aged 18 and 
older, the Food and Drug Administration said. 19 

Pfizer said on November 18 it has reached an agreement to sell 10 million COVID-19 treatment courses to the US government 
for $5.3 billion, pending approval from regulators. The pharmaceutical giant asked the US Food and Drug Administration on 
November 16 for emergency use authorization for its Paxlovid antiviral pill which has been shown to cut hospitalization or 
death by nearly 90 per cent among newly-infected high risk patients treated within three days of the onset of symptoms.20 

South Korea reported its biggest daily jump in coronavirus infections since the start of the pandemic as hundreds of thousands 

 
15 The Himalayan Times 
16 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
17 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
18 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
19 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
20 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   7 

of masked students flocked to schools on November 18 for the country’s highly competitive college entrance exam amid 
growing concerns about the delta-driven spread. About 509,000 students were taking the one-day exam at 1,395 sites across 
the nation, including hospitals and shelters. Students were required to have their temperatures taken before entering 
classrooms, and those with fevers were sent to separate testing areas. The Education Ministry said that 68 infected students 
and 105 others in self-quarantine took the hours-long test in isolation. The 3,292 new cases reported by the Korea Disease 
Control Prevention Agency on November 17 marked the second straight day of over 3,000 cases.21 

The outsized impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on employment in the tourism sector in Asia and the Pacific has been 
confirmed by the new research from the International Labor Organization (ILO). Evidence from five countries where data is 
available — Brunei Darussalam, Mongolia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam — reveals job losses in tourism-related 
sectors in 2020 were four times greater than in non-tourism sectors.22 

Huge spending by the governments kept the world economy afloat during the pandemic as officials mobilized a fiscal response 
not seen in World War II to bolster household incomes and give businesses a fighting chance to survive the health crisis. But 
the resulting nearly $300 trillion pile of debt held by governments, businesses and households will leave many countries with 
vulnerable finances and weigh on efforts to address urgent challenges such as climate change and aging populations.23 

All players at the Australian Open must be vaccinated, tournament chief Craig Tiley confirmed on November 20, piling more 
pressure on world number one Novak Djokovic, who has refused to reveal is he has been inoculated.24 

The Philippines has approved a plan to allow entry soon to foreign tourists vaccinated against COVID-19, its tourism ministry 
said on November 19, following moves by other Southeast Asian countries to relax travel curbs.25  

 

 

 
21 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
22 The Himalayan Times 
23 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
24 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
25 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV22MM_073  
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https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

