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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: November 12, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 301 new COVID-19 cases, 6 deaths on November 11; flu cases soar as winter sets in though COVID-19 
scare is not over yet  

• Nepal to obtain enough vaccines to immunize all adults against COVID-19 by mid-April, more than 50,000,000 doses of 
vaccine have been ensured as of now: Health Minister Birodh Khatiwada  

• Private hospitals found to have claimed up to 4 times more than the cost of treatment of COVID-19 patients presenting 
fake bills; government to reimburse the claims only after necessary investigation 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   3 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 816,060 on November 11 with 301 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 11,466 with six more fatalities. The country's active 
COVID-19 case count currently is 7,535 against 7,519 a day before, while the COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, 
and the fatality rate at 1.4 per cent.2  

With the onset of winter, influenza cases have started to soar at hospitals. These days, 40-50 people infected with influenza 
virus have been visiting the Outpatient Department of Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital for treatment daily. And what is 
concerning is that the coronavirus is still circulating in communities, but people have almost stopped following health safety 
measures — wearing face masks, handwashing and maintaining social distance. Although the number of COVID-19 cases has 
declined of late, people are still getting infected with the virus.3 

Nepal will obtain enough vaccines to immunize all adults against COVID-19 by mid-April and is focusing on getting doses into 
remote mountainous areas, Health Minister Birodh Khatiwada said on November 19. The government will hire workers and set 
up vaccination centers to meet the target, Khatiwada said. “We are going to meet our target or even exceed our goal because 
we are already getting enough vaccines,” he said. “We are going to hire more health workers so they are able to reach all 
remote corners of the country and set up new vaccine centers to reach all the population.” 4 

Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada has said more than 50,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine  
have been ensured as of now. He also informed that more help is coming regarding the vaccine and that should be  
sufficient for the country.5 

An additional 1,058,000 doses of Vero Cell vaccine arrived in Nepal from China on November 11. The government has 
procured the said doses through a cost-sharing scheme.6  

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
5 Setopati 
6 Baahrakhari 
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The government of Switzerland has provided 144,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine to Nepal under the COVAX facility.7 

Private hospitals that had agreed with the government to provide treatment to COVID-19 patients have claimed up to four 

times more compensation than the actual cost of the treatment. The government has decided to make the payment for claims 

only after investigations as the hospitals have been found to be presenting fake bills.8 

 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Excitement has been seen in domestic and international investors with the decline in the cases of COVID-19. The proposal for 
investment increased by 105 per cent this year during July to November as compared to the same period last year.9  

A PCR test done 72 hours prior is mandatory for all passengers coming to Nepal from abroad. However, the Nepali women’s 
cricket team, scheduled to return to Nepal from Bangladesh on November 11, went to the Dhaka International Airport without 
doing the PCR test. As such the airport staff there did not allow them to enter the airport. The team will now be returning to  
the country by bus.10  

 
7 Setopati 
8 Baahrakhari 
9 Nayapatrika 
10 Setopati 
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International News  

As vaccination rates rise in many parts of the world and even countries that previously had strict COVID-19-containment 
strategies gingerly ease restrictions, China is doubling down on its zero-tolerance policy. China continues this policy even as it 
says it has fully vaccinated 77 per cent of its 1.4 billion people and started giving booster shots.11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21NOV12MM_067 

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

