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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
 
 
      Date: May 31, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reports 3,702 new COVID-19 cases, 109 deaths on May 30; country seeing a decline in infections, health experts 
suggest prohibitory orders can be relaxed gradually  

• Government has allocated Rs 122.7 million (7.5 per cent) of total budget to health sector; 30.56 per cent of budget for 
health sector earmarked for control and containment of COVID-19 pandemic  

• Buying COVID-19 vaccine from China is easier said than done — Chinese firm Sinopharm has asked Nepal to sign a 
non-disclosure agreement for commercial procurement; Health Ministry advises against local levels procuring vaccines 
on their own  

• Government will administer second dose of COVID-19 vaccine to those who’ve have taken the first, adult citizens will be 
given the vaccine: PM KP Sharma Oli  

• Black fungus seen in 4 COVID-19 patients at Nepalgunj’s Bheri Hospital, sent to Kathmandu for treatment; shortage of 
Amhotericin-B used in the treatment of black fungus  

• All swab samples of Sindhuli’s Marini Rural Municipality test positive, 68 per cent test positive on contact tracing; 
residents of Dalit-Musahar Basti of Lahan showing COVID-like symptoms for past 2 weeks  

• Bheri Hospital healthcare workers manhandled by relatives of patient who died undergoing treatment at the hospital, 
ICU vandalized; two more patients died as doctors had to run for their life; 6 more patients died as healthcare workers 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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held a protest program the next day; Nepal Medical Association demand action against the culprits, ordinance to ensure 
safety of healthcare workers  

• 8 COVID-19 patients died at Pokhara-based Western Regional Hospital after the hospital ran out of medical oxygen on 
May 28; Gandaki provincial government says no one died due to disruption in oxygen supply; Gandaki Province 
lawmakers demand investigation into the matter  

• Kanchanpur and Chhatradev appoint medical staff to their health posts to extend best possible care for the locals there  

• Vietnam detects hybrid variant of Indian and UK variants of COVID-19 which spreads quickly by air 
 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Healthcare professionals reach Gorkha’s remote Barpak after more than 200 show COVID-19-like symptoms, 13 deaths 
in a week  

• Ramping up testing is not enough to break the chain of infection; it has to be backed by contact tracing, strictly isolating 
the infected, monitoring health condition and ensuring going to hospital if health deteriorates; monsoon brings threat of 
other seasonal diseases and epidemics  

• Consumer rights activists not optimistic about delivery promise made by state-run food trading companies; price of 
edible oils has almost doubled in recent days  

• National Education Board suggested to prepare an exam model for Secondary Education Examinations and Class XII 
only after analyzing the country’s COVID-19 situation; Shuvatara School shuts down due to crisis triggered by COVID-
19 pandemic 

 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal reported 3,702 new COVID-19 cases in the past 24 hours on May 30, a notable decrease from the previous day's  
count wherein 4,311 infections were logged. This is the lowest figure recorded in Nepal since May 1. As many as 109  
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fatalities were reported.2 

The COVID-19 infection has been declining in the country in the past few days. The pressure of patients has been decreasing 
in hospitals. Health experts have suggested that the prohibitory orders can be loosened gradually as the infection rate has 
been declining.3 

With the decrease in the number of COVID-19 tests done, the number of infected people has also decreased.  
Joint Spokesperson of the Ministry of Health and Population Samir Kumar Adhikari said that there was a decline in the number  
of tests done on May 29 as it was Saturday. As for the reduction in May 30’s tests, the Ministry is investigating the  
laboratories, he said.4 

The Federation of Rural Municipality has drawn the attention of the government towards the spread of COVID-19 infection in 
rural areas. It has asked the government to ensure vaccine for all citizens as soon as possible.5 

COVID-19 infection has started to decline in the mid-Tarai areas in recent days. However, the number of critically ill patients 
has not reduced.6 

The death rate of COVID-19 patients has reduced drastically in the hospitals of Banke. Everyday 15-17 people had been dying 
due to the infection, which has come down to four in the past 24 hours on May 30.7 

A total of 4,015 persons succumbed to COVID-19 in the past two months, according to the Ministry of Health and Population.8 

Twenty-three staff members including two assistant professors of the Tribhuvan University have lost their lives due to COVID-
19 as of now.9 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Setopati 
4 Ratopati 
5 Ratopati 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Ratopati 
8 Nagarik 
9 Setopati 
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Changunarayan Municipality is sealing the Nagarkot area for a week as the spread of COVID-19 infection is seen to be rapid.10 

Fourteen members of a family have been infected with COVID-19 in Hariban Municipality of Sarlahi.11 

Eighty-nine people of three local levels of Dolakha have been infected with COVID-19 from a wedding ceremony held at 
Kalinchowk Rural Municipality of the district. The prohibitory orders are stringent in the district headquarters, but weddings and 
feasts continue to take place in the villages, according to Arjun Poudel, Chief of District Health Office there.12 

Thirty residents of Kankasundari Rural Municipality of Jumla have returned home from isolation centers after recovering  
from COVID-19.13 

The government has allotted around 7.5 per cent — Rs 122,770,000,000  — of the total budget of the upcoming fiscal year for 
the control of COVID-19 and development of health infrastructure. The budget has allotted Rs 37,530,000,000 to the control 
and containment of COVID-19 pandemic. This is 30.56 per cent of the total budget allotted for the health sector. Some of the 
highlights of the budget include — all eligible citizens will be given COVID-19 vaccine free of cost, hospitals with at least 100 
beds must have their own oxygen plants, 50 per cent risk allowance for healthcare workers deployed for the treatment of 
COVID-19 infected, and set up of 50-bed infectious disease hospitals in the provinces, and a 300-bed infectious disease 
hospital at the center, among others.14 

The government has allocated a budget of Rs 122.7 billion to the Ministry of Health and Population for improving the health 
sector. The government, keeping in view, the number of coronavirus infection in the country has increased the budget in the 
health sector, according to Minister for Finance Bishnu Prasad Paudel.15 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic last year, the three layers of government have spent a total of Rs 23.16 billion on 
COVID-19 prevention and control measures until April-end, according to the Economic Survey 2020-21 unveiled on May 28. 

 
10 Kantipur 
11 Ratopati 
12 Kantipur 
13 Nagarik 
14 Kantipur 
15 The Himalayan Times 
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The survey shows that a majority of the budget was spent on quarantine beds, isolation beds, ICUs, ventilators and High 
Dependency Units.16 

China’s announcement on May 26 to provide 1 million doses of vaccine to Nepal in grants has raised hopes that it would  

pave the way for procuring more vaccines from the north. However, purchasing vaccines from China does not look as easy as 

it sounds, according to officials. At least three government officials from different ministries and a diplomat based in Beijing 

said a proposal from Sinopharm had already been under consideration in Kathmandu. The Chinese firm’s condition that Nepal 

sign a non-disclosure agreement for commercial procurement has put officials in a fix. A non-disclosure agreement implies a 

legally binding contract, establishing a confidential relationship which would mean many details including the price are not 

made public.17 

China has proposed to immediately provide 1,000,000 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. As per the proposal, Nepal has to 

import 800,000 doses from Beijing, while the remaining 200,000 doses will be sent to Kathmandu from Kunming by the Tibet 

government.18 

The government will provide 1,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine that it will be bringing from China to people between the 

ages 60-64.19 

There will be a breakthrough regarding the import of COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal within the next eight to 10 days, according to 

Pradeep Gyawali, Minister of Foreign Affairs. He informed that the Ministry has been in regular touch with the vaccine 

producing companies and countries, while China and the USA seem to be preparing to make the vaccine available to Nepal 

very soon.20 

 
16 The Kathmandu Post 
17 The Kathmandu Post 
18 Nayapatrika 
19 Baarhakhari 
20 Nagarik 
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The Ministry of Health and Population has told the local levels not to procure COVID-19 vaccines on their own. It has said it is 

the responsibility of the federal government to do so. This request has come at the time the local levels have been seeking 

permission from the Ministry to buy the vaccines on their own.21 

The Dhangadi Sub-Metropolis has requested the Ministry of Health and Population to grant them permission to buy the 

COVID-19 vaccines.22 

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has said the government will administer the second dose of anti-COVID-19 vaccine at any cost 

to those who have taken the first dose. He also said adult citizens will be given the vaccine.23  

Dr Taranath Pokharel, Director of the Family Welfare Division, has said there is a very slim chance for people above the age of 

65 to get the second dose of Covishield vaccine within 12 weeks of them getting the first shot. However, he said this vaccine 

will work even if the booster dose is given after 12 weeks.24 

President Bidhya Devi Bandari has written a letter to US President Joe Biden requesting to provide anti-COVID-19 vaccines  

to Nepal.25 

President Bidhya Devi Bhandari has sent a letter to Russian President Vladimir Putin, requesting him to facilitate the vaccine 

procurement process for Nepal.26 

In the last two weeks, black fungus infection has been seen in four COVID-19 persons in Bheri Hospital of Nepalgunj. One 

person showing symptoms similar to that of black fungus has already died. According to Naresh Shrestha, Officer at the Health 

Office Banke, those showing black fungus symptoms have been sent to Kathmandu for treatment.27 

 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 The Himalayan Times 
23 Kantipur 
24 Ratopati 
25 Kantipur 
26 Onlinekhabar 
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There has been a shortage of Amphotericin-B, a medicine used for the treatment of mucormycosis, also known as black 

fungus. This infection is being seen in COVID-19 recovered people with diabetes and low immunity. Doctors have suggested 

importing at about 12,000 vials of this medicine needed for at least 100 such people.28 

When swab samples were tested in four wards of the Marini Rural Municipality of Sindhuli, COVID-19 infection was confirmed 

in all samples. When contact tracing was done and swabs tested, infection was confirmed in 68 per cent of those tested. The 

infection is spreading at a dangerous rate, and thus more tests are being done after sealing the wards.29 

The residents of the Dalit-Musahar Basti of Lagraha in Lahan Municipality-15 of Siraha have been suffering from high fever for 

the past two weeks. Up to six members of a family have got fever, but they have not been able to undergo a test for COVID-19 

due to financial problems and also due to the fear of the infection itself.30 

The relatives of a person who died due to COVID-19 while undergoing treatment at the Bheri Hospital of Nepalgunj 

manhandled healthcare workers there. Along with beating the healthcare workers, they also broke the ICU of the hospital.31 

Healthcare workers jumped down from the first floor of the hospital building when they were attacked by a dead patient’s kin. 

The Bheri Hospital has said two patients died as the doctors had fled due to the attack on them.32 

Six COVID-19 patients who were in critical condition and undergoing treatment at Bheri Hospital of Nepalgunj died on May 28. 

The deaths come at a time when healthcare workers at the hospital have launched agitation protesting an attack on April 27 

night. Agitating healthcare workers protested for almost the entire day and warned that they would not return to work until the 

attackers were held.33 

 
27 Kantipur 
28 Kantipur 
29 Kantipur 
30 Kantipur 
31 Kantipur 
32 Nayapatrika 
33 The Himalayan Times 
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The Nepal Medical Association has asked the government to take action against those involved in the Bheri incident where the 

healthcare workers were beaten by the relatives of a patient who died while undergoing treatment at the Bheri Hospital for 

COVID-19. They have also demanded that the government issue an ordinance to ensure safety of healthcare workers within 

seven days. It has warned to initiating protest programs if the demands are not addressed.34 

Eight COVID-19 patients undergoing treatment at the Pokhara-based Western Regional Hospital died after the hospital ran out 

of medical oxygen on May 28 night. The supply of oxygen to the hospital was delayed by half-an-hour and it could not manage 

oxygen on time; eight patients died because of it, according to Dr Sharad Chandra Baral, the COVID-19 focal person at the 

hospital.  According to the supplier Pokhara Oxygen Gas Pvt Ltd, the production of oxygen was halted for around 45 minutes 

on May 28 noon due to a power cut at the plant.35 

The Gandaki Provincial government has claimed no one lost life due to the shortage of oxygen in the Western Regional 

Hospital of Pokhara. The provincial government's spokesperson Ram Sharan Basnet has claimed the supply of oxygen was 

undisturbed in the hospital. He also said the investigation into the matter is going on and the government will not apologize 

before the truth is revealed.36 

Parliamentarians of the Provincial Assembly of Gandaki Province have demanded an investigation into the death of patients 

due to a shortage of oxygen at the Western Regional Hospital. Eight people including a new mother died between 4:00 pm of 

May 28 and morning of May 29 after the supply of oxygen was stopped.37 

Kanchanpur residents can easily access health care now as most of its primary healthcare centers have recently hired medical 

staff. With health posts converted into COVID hospitals, authorities have started to appoint doctors in Kanchanpur to extend 

 
34 Onlinekhabar 
35 The Kathmandu Post 
36 Onlinekhabar 
37 Setopati 
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the best possible care to the local people within their own local unit. Most of the local units in Kanchanpur have appointed 

medical doctors and started treating COVID-19 patients in their own localities.38 

The Chhatradev Rural Municipality and Sheetganga Rural Municipality of Arghakhanchi have appointed doctors at the two 

primary healthcare centers there. The functioning of the centers had been affected amidst the pandemic due to a lack of 

doctors there.39 

Authorities in Vietnam have detected a new coronavirus variant that is a combination of the Indian and UK COVID-19 variants 

and spreads quickly by air, the health ministry said on May 29.  The new variant is very dangerous, according to Health 

Minister Nguyen Thanh Long and that authorities would soon announce the name and detailed characteristics of the newly 

discovered variant.40 

A rapidly spreading COVID-19 outbreak has left factories operating below capacity in Vietnam’s industrial northern provinces, 

where suppliers for Apple, Samsung and other global tech firms are located, industry sources said.41 

A team of healthcare professionals reached Barpak of Gorkha on May 28 after more than 200 people showed COVID-19 

symptoms there while 10 lost their lives in the past one week. The team conducted Antigen Tests of 722 individuals, out of 

which 58 tested positive.42 

Thirteen persons have died in Gorkha’s Barpak village in the past one week. While three were COVID-19 positive, others too 

are said to have developed symptoms similar to coronavirus.43 

The COVID-19 infection has been seen in 82 people of Barpak, Gorkha — it was confirmed in 24 people on May 28, and 58 

 
38 The Kathmandu Post 
39 Annapurna Post 
40 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
41 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
42 Kantipur 
43 The Himalayan Times 
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people on May 29. The report of another 342 people is yet to come.44 

Nine people have already lost their lives in the past one week in Barpak Sulikot 1 and 2 of Gorkha. Three of them tested 

positive for COVID-19 while the rest of them also had been showing COVID-like symptoms, but were not tested. The death 

rate is increasing every day but those going for the last rites of the dead have not been following health protocols.45 

The positivity rate of coronavirus infections in Nepal was above 40 per cent for weeks. When there is insufficient testing, 

positivity rates remain high and according to the World Health Organization (WHO), a positivity rate above 5 per cent signals 

that the infection is spreading uncontrollably. In Nepal tests are simply not being conducted in enough numbers with only some 

20,000 PCR tests being reported daily and Antigen Tests numbering less than 500. The government has announced that 

Antigen Tests will be ramped up significantly — 25,000 a day. However, experts say increasing testing is welcome but this 

alone is not enough. Authorities must test trace the contacts of infected people, put suspected cases into quarantine and 

infected persons in isolation, make sure that the infected are not coming out and meeting people, monitor their health 

conditions, and ensure they go to hospitals if their conditions deteriorate, according Dr Prabhat Adhikari, an infectious disease 

and critical care expert.46 

Along with the rains, monsoon also brings a number of diseases. This year with Nepal’s fragile health system battling the 

second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of seasonal epidemics will mean a double whammy, especially  

Nepal. Thousands of people from across the country get ill with dengue, malaria, kala-azar, scrub typhus, Japanese 

encephalitis, jaundice, typhoid, diarrhea, and cholera during the monsoon. Scores die, according to the Epidemiology and 

Disease Control Division. Public health experts have warned that at a time when the entire focus of the authorities is on 

containment and management of the rising coronavirus cases, the country could face several other epidemics, which is normal 

in the monsoon season.47 

State-run food trading companies — Food Management and Trading Company and Salt Trading Corporation — will deliver 

 
44 Setopati 
45 Kantipur 
46 The Kathmandu Post 
47 The Kathmandu Post 
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groceries to people’s homes after the government extended the lockdown and ordered almost all stores to close down. 

Consumer rights activists have complained that closing down grocery stores and implementing home delivery will make  

it difficult for residents who have to live from day to day. This is just a charade as the promised delivery service will not  

provide relief to consumers impacted by the lockdown, according to Madhav Timilsina, President of Consumer Rights 

Investigation Forum.48 

The price of essential items like edible oil has almost doubled in recent times as unscrupulous traders try to take advantage of 

the political instability and a society living amid a tense situation. Prices rose steeply after the government announced snap 

elections and shut down the markets completely as it enforced a more stringent lockdown, according to President of the 

Consumer Rights Investigative Forum Madhav Timilsina.49 

The committee formed to study the management and holding of the Secondary Education Examinations and Class XII exams 

has suggested the National Education Board (NEB) to hold the exams only after analyzing the pandemic situation. It has 

suggested NEB to plan an exam model accordingly.50 

The National Education Board has sought government’s approval to conduct Secondary Education Examination using 

alternative methods. It has come to the conclusion that exams can’t be conducted in the physical presence of students amidst 

the spread of COVID-19 infection.51 

The top management of Shuvatara School in Lamatar, Lalitpur has decided to shut down the school citing deep financial crisis 

triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic. The school management informed all its students, guardians, teachers and well-wishers 

that the school would be closed for at least the next two academic sessions.52 

Central member of Nepali Congress Gagan Thapa has asked the chief of the Medical Education Commission to make a 

 
48 The Kathmandu Post 
49 The Kathmandu Post 
50 Nagarik 
51 Setopati 
52 The Himalayan Times 
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decision to not hold the post-graduate medical exam as scheduled in Asadh (June/July), but postpone it by four/five months. 

This will allow the students to work freely in the pandemic, he has said.53 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The Province 1 government had given the second dose of Covishield vaccine to about 100 businessmen on May 28. They 
businessmen were being given the booster dose secretly in a movie hall there when the locals got to know about it, and 
protested it. As such the healthcare workers giving the vaccine as well as the businessmen fled the scene.54 

The chiefs of security agencies of the country have told Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli that it will be possible to hold  
the elections in the time set if the chain of infection is broken and vaccine is arranged at the community level before  
the date of elections.55 

The administrative bodies of Kathmandu Valley are preparing to ease the prohibitory orders after June 3. The plan is to allow 

the convenience stores to open in the morning. More banks and financial institutions will be allowed to operate.56 

PEOPLE’S PLIGHT and CURSE of STIGMATIZATION 

A 70-year-old man from Talkot Rural Municipality-5 of Bajhang was chased away from the village by villagers because he 

tested positive for COVID-19. After starving for two days, he was rescued by the chairperson of the rural municipality, but his 

 
53 Nagarik 
54 Nayapatrika 
55 Kantipur 
56 Baarhakhari 
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health condition is critical.57 

A cook and his wife have been hit hard as the hotel he was working in has closed due to the prohibitory orders. He has neither 

food to eat nor money to pay for his wife’s treatment.58 

Lack of oxygen in the remote districts of Karnali Province has affected the treatment of critically-ill COVID-19 patients. As such 

these patients are being referred to hospitals outside the districts for treatment. This has added to the financial burden of the 

locals there.59 

The women from the Badi community Dhangadhi have been visiting government offices of the area to seek help to solve their 

hand-to-mouth problem. They have been forced to do so after losing their source of income due to the prohibitory orders. They 

used to work as daily wage laborers.60 

Farmers stood in long lines to get fertilizers in Chitwan amidst the prohibitory orders. The lines were long and crowded raising 

the risk of COVID-19 infection, but they were worried more about the fertilizers. Even then they had to return empty-handed 

after queuing for hours.61 

The farmers of Myagdi are in bed or in hospitals due to COVID-19 when they should be busy in their fields. Some are in home 

isolation while some are undergoing treatment for COVID-19 at hospitals.62 

The source of income of autorickshaw drivers of Rupandehi has dried up due to the prohibitory orders. They are facing 

problems to pay off loans as well as address their daily needs because of this.63 

Fifty-four individuals in Ghunsa Ward-6 of Phaktalung  Rural Municipality were taken ill with headaches, followed by common 

 
57 Nayapatrika 
58 Annapurna Post 
59 Annapurna Post 
60 Onlinekhabar 
61 Nayapatrika 
62 Onlinekhabar 
63 Setopati 
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fold, fever and diarrhea in the next few days since the start of May. There are a total of 42 families in the Ghunsa area. The 

majority of patients have recovered and the situation is under control, according to Prabin Rai, the only health worker in all of 

Ghunsa. He had informed the rural municipality about the spread of a disease similar to COVID-19, but local people were 

hesitant to get tested because of the stigma attached to COVID-19, especially in rural areas.64 

HOSPITALS and HEALTHCARE FACILIITES 

The Ministry of Health and Population has said that one should not give oxygen to anyone without a doctor's consultation. It 

has also said that a doctor’s consultation is required to change the amount of oxygen to be given to the patient.65 

The recovery rate of COVID-19 infected people who have opted to get treatment at local hospitals of Baglung has been better 

than those chartering helicopters to go to hospitals in urban centers. According to Dr Shailendra Pokharel, Medical 

Superintendent of Dhaulagiri Hospital, the hospitals in urban areas may be good during normal conditions. During the 

pandemic, such big hospitals of cities regard a couple of deaths as normal, but hospitals in the district levels work to ensure 

there is no single death.66 

It took three days for Tamakoshi Hospital of Ramechhap to refill oxygen cylinders. As there is no oxygen plant in the district, 

the health institutions there need to go to Panauti of Kavre to refill the cylinders. However, they don’t get to refill as soon as 

they reach the plants, and need to wait for their turn. They even need to go to Biratnagar to get the cylinders refilled when 

there is a shortage of oxygen in the Panauti plant.67 

The ICU of COVID-19 special hospital at Dhaago Karkhana of Butwal has been flooded with rainwater. Patients in critical 

condition have been managed in other places for now.68 

The Birat Medical College and Teaching Hospital on May 28 announced they would stop admitting new COVID-19 patients 

 
64 The Kathmandu Post 
65 Baarhakhari 
66 Ratopati 
67 Kantipur 
68 Kantipur 
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citing a shortage of oxygen. It has also discharged patients undergoing treatment there.69 

People with underlying health conditions, pregnant women and new mothers are finding it difficult to get health services in 

Ramechhap as all the government and most of the private hospitals of the districts are filled with COVID-19 patients.70 

A 25-bed isolation center has come into operation at the Gokarneshwor Municipality-4 of Kathmandu.71 

The local levels of Kaski have set up isolation centers with oxygen support.72 

The Pokhara Metropolitan City has made a 100-bed COVID hospital in an office building in 10 days.73 

The Nepal Chamber of Commerce and Nepal Medical Association have started a telemedicine service. People in Nepal and 

abroad affected by COVID-19 can get consultation via telephone calls as part of this service.74 

DUTY and RESPONSIBILITIES 

The local levels of Palpa have started free PCR tests at toles as there has been a daily surge in the COVID-19 cases.75  

A total of 165 COVID-19 infected people, who are staying in home isolation in Indrawati and Lisankhupakhar Rural 

Municipalities of Sindhupalchowk, are getting home visits from healthcare workers along with ‘home isolation kit’. The kit 

contains medicines like cetamol, antibiotics, and Vitamin C along with a digital thermometer, sanitizer, soap, and masks.76 

The District Coordination Committee Parsa on May 30 inspected the temporary COVID-19 hospital and isolation ward 

 
69 Kantipur 
70 Annapurna Post 
71 Onlinekhabar 
72 Ratopati 
73 Annapurna Post 
74 Baarhakhari 
75 Annapurna Post 
76 Kantipur 
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conducted by the Birgunj Metropolitan City.77 

The local levels of Kathmandu Valley have started to take action to control the spread of the COVID-19 infection. The 

Kathmandu Metropolitan City has initiated an extensive PCR testing campaign. It has also played an important role in 

managing vaccination drives for the residents here. President Bidhya Devi Bhandari has made efforts to request different 

nations to provide vaccines to Nepal.78 

The doctors of Dolpa and Jajarkot have complained of not getting their salary and allowance announced by the government. 

They have warned of stopping any kind of treatment of COVID-19 patients if their demands are not addressed.79 

HELP and AID 

A food and medical bank has been set up at Banepa after the extension of the prohibitory orders there to ensure that the 

jobless do not die due to hunger and disease.80 

Free health consultation will be given to COVID-19 infected people and other patients of Sudurpaschim unable to visit hospitals 

via the Sangsagai campaign, initiated by the youth of Kanchanpur.81 

Nearly Rs 13,400,000 has been collected for installing an oxygen plant at Bhaktapur Municipality-run Khwopa Hospital.82 

The Katari Municipality has decided to offer Rs 25,000 each to the families of those who have died due to COVID-19 in 

Udayapur.83 

Mahabu Rural Municipality of Dailekh has announced to provide Rs 50,000 to the family of people who have died due to 

 
77 Onlinekhabar 
78 Baarhakhari 
79 Ratopati 
80 Kantipur 
81 Onlinekhabar 
82 Kantipur 
83 The Himalayan Times 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   18 

COVID-19 as funeral expenses.84 

Australian national Margarita Parrish Serrano and renowned climber Jangbu Sherpa have helped the people of Bajura district 

with food materials who are facing acute food shortage during the pandemic.85 

The UK and Finland have provided healthcare materials — face shields, surgical masks, ventilators, gloves, isolation gowns 

among others  to Nepal to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.86 

The King of Thailand Maha Vajiralongkorn has sent healthcare materials in a special flight to help Nepal fight the COVID-19 

pandemic. The materials include surgical masks, PPE sets, rapid Antigen Test kits, and oximeters.87 

The healthcare materials sent by Chinese government to help Nepal fight the COVID-19 pandemic have been handed over to 

Nepal at the Tatopani border checkpost. The Chinese government has provided 40 sets of portable ventilators, 10 units of DR 

machine, 20 units of portable ultrasound machines, and 30 units of anesthesia machine among others.88 

The government has decided to allow passenger flights to and from China, Turkey and Qatar from June 1.89 

The umbrella organization of hotel entrepreneurs, Hotel Association of Nepal (HAN), has demanded that the government 

introduce a holistic plan to revive tourism saying that the upcoming budget should bring programs to revive hotel and tourism 

industries, and incentives should be doubled.90 

The Paschimanchal Hotel Association, Pokhara has said they will be able to run the hotels only after the hotel operators, its 

staff, laborers are vaccinated against COVID-19. They have said they won’t run the business after prohibitory orders putting 

 
84 Nagarik 
85 The Himalayan Times 
86 Kantipur 
87 Setopati 
88 Onlinekhabar 
89 The Himalayan Times 
90 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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their staff and families at risk.91 

The Jhapa District Administration Office has extended the prohibitory orders by one week effective from May 28 till midnight  

of June 4.92 

The District Administration Office Dhading has extended the prohibitory orders for a week effective from midnight of May 29  

till June 5.93 

The food industry has been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic. The industry has reduced production by up to 50 per cent due 

to reduced demand. There is a stock of food as the production and supply chain has been broken by the prohibitory orders.94 

International News  

The World Health Organization experts are preparing a proposal on the next studies to be carried out into the origins of the 
virus that causes COVID-19, a spokeswoman said on May 28.95 

The United States and Britain are stepping up calls for the World Health Organization to take a deeper look into the possible 
origins of COVID-19, including a new visit to China where the first human infections were detected.96 

Coronavirus infections in the South Asia region surpassed 30 million on May 28, according to a Reuters tally, led by India.97 

Coronavirus infections, hospitalizations and deaths are plummeting across Europe. Vaccination rates are accelerating across 
Europe. Europe saw the largest decline in new COVID-19 infections and deaths this week compared with any other region, 
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while also reporting about 44 per cent of adults had received at least one dose of vaccine, according to the World Health 
Organization and European Center for Disease Prevention and Control.98 

The southern Chinese city of Guangzhou shut down a neighborhood and ordered its residents to stay home on May 29 for 
door-to-door coronavirus testing following an upsurge in infections that has rattled authorities.99 

India on May 27 scrapped local trials for “well-established” foreign coronavirus vaccines s it tries to accelerate the vaccination 
rollout to counter the world’s worst surge in infections. The move will allow imports of shots developed by Pfizer, Johnson & 
Johnson and Moderna with which India has been in talks with little success.100 

At least seven crematoriums and graveyards in India’s western city of Surat saw a more than three-fold rise in the  
number of cremations and burials last month as compared with a year ago, suggesting many more COVID-19 fatalities than  
an official tally.101 

British Health Minister Matt Hancock will face a grilling from lawmakers later on May 27 after the prime minister’s former chief 
aide accused him of lying and said he should have been sacked for repeated failings over the COVID-19 pandemic.102 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on May 27 that he disagreed with his former aide Dominic Cummings’ claim that tens 
of thousands of people died unnecessarily because of the government’s inaction on COVID-19.103 

Governments worldwide are facing strong evidence that fallout from COVID-19 has widened wealth gaps as well as wrecking 
economies, have expanded social safety nets and in some cases begun exploring bolder ways of tackling the imbalances.104 

Taiwan aims to cover 60 per cent of its population with at least one dose of coronavirus vaccine by October, the health ministry 
said on May 28, adding that the island’s infection rate was not good despite its pandemic curbs.105 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 
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