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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: June 8, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 3,370 new COVID-19 cases, 92 deaths on June 7  
• Nepal signs non-disclosure deal with Chinese drugmaker Sinopharm to procure COVID-19 vaccine  
• Nepal proposes three modalities to Denmark to procure COVID-19 vaccine from the European nation; Health Ministry 

says it is not aware of the number of doses Denmark will provide; Department of Health Services says no significant 
progress made in the procurement process of COVID-19 vaccines from others  

• Health Minister Sher Bahadur Tamang says COVID-19 vaccine procurement is government’s priority; government is 
already readying for third wave of the pandemic  

• Rights activists says women’s right to bodily autonomy in grave danger due to the pandemic; increased threat of sexual 
violence against differently-abled women especially during prohibitory orders  

• Facing starvation and no means to earn their livelihood, Badi women demand Sudurpaschim government to legalize sex 
work  

• Number of suicides has gone up by 1.5 per cent this fiscal year as compared to last 
 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Ordinance on security of healthcare workers welcomed  

• Shortage of paracetamol in the market, pharmacies believe manufacturers have created artificial shortage to raise price 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal reported 3,370  new COVID-19 cases on June 7, 92 COVID-19 related deaths, while the recovery rate climbed to 84.2 
per cent as opposed to 83.5 per cent on June 6.2 

The rate of COVID-19 infection as well as cases of infection has started to decrease in Birgunj, as such the isolation centers 
and hospitals are also emptying. The infection rate, which had reached nearly 70 per cent some four weeks ago, has come 
down to 10 per cent at present.3 

None of the health protocols required to prevent the spread of COVID-19 infection is being followed in the rural areas of  
Jumla. People are neither wearing masks nor using sanitizer, washing their hands or maintaining social distance. It is  
crowded everywhere. The local administration has issued prohibitory orders, but nor are the orders being followed or  
villagers aware about it.4 

The Nepal Army has been seeing a decline in the number of COVID-19 infections among its ranks in the past two weeks. A 
total of 374 personnel are infected in the Nepal Army at present.5 

Four members of a family tested positive for COVID-19 when they did a PCR test at the Decode Lab of Bagbazar a week ago. 
However, when they were tested again the next day, their reports came back negative. Now they are confused as to which 
report is the correct one.6 

The COVID-19 infection has spread among the inmates of the prison in Jumla — 15 inmates have tested positive.7 

Nepal has signed a non-disclosure agreement with the vaccine maker Sinopharm to procure Chinese shots despite questions 
whether such an agreement can be signed legally remains unanswered. The non-disclosure agreement was signed on June 4 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Annapurna Post 
4 Nagarik 
5 Baarhakhari 
6 Baarhakhari 
7 Baarhakhari 
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between the Department of Health Services and Sinopharm electronically … after the Ministry of Health and Population 
authorized the director general to sign the agreement, according to an official at the department.8 

Nepal has started diplomatic efforts with the Danish government for the AstraZeneca vaccine. Denmark has bought and stored 

2,400,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine but the country has been inoculating its citizens with the Pfizer vaccine. Nepal has 

proposed three modalities before Denmark to provide the vaccine — it has asked Denmark to provide the vaccine either as 

support, on loan, or to let Nepal buy it.9 

On June 6, Management Chief of the Department of Health Services Dr Bhim Singh Tinkari informed that Denmark is giving 

1,400,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine to Nepal. However, the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) is not aware of 

this. Denmark is interested in providing the vaccine to Nepal, but the amount has not been specified, according to Dr Krishna 

Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson of MoHP.10 

The officials at the Department of Health Services have claimed that Nepal has made no significant progress in the 

procurement of vaccines. The responses to the letters sent by Nepal have arrived, but there has been no progress in the 

procurement process, as per them. American company Johnson & Johnson has expressed its desire to give vaccines to Nepal 

but it is yet to give its reply on the doses, date and cost of the vaccine.11 

Newly appointed Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang has said his priority is to free Nepalis from  

the COVID-19 pandemic. He also said the arrangement of vaccines has been given priority as a way to be protected  

from the infection.12  

Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang has said they have been having regular discussions with donor 

agencies and friendly nations to bring the second dose of COVID-19 vaccine needed for those above the age of 65 who have 

 
8 The Kathmandu Post 
9 Nayapatrika 
10 Setopati 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Onlinekhabar 
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already received the first dose. He also claimed the vaccine will arrive soon while urging them to have patience. 13 

Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang has said the government has already started preparations against 

the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic. He has said children’s hospitals will be operated in all seven provinces as the experts 

have pointed out that the children will be more affected in the third wave.14 

With the wide-ranging impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on human rights, women’s right to bodily autonomy must be protected 

to ensure that they can make choices about their bodies and future without any violence, said rights activists. Reports from 

Nepal Police, National Women’s Commission and non-governmental organizations show an increase in sexual violence during 

the current pandemic. Child marriages are taking place and girls are forced to become pregnant at a young age, according to 

Rachana Sunar, an advocate for women’s rights working in Karnali, adding that this shows that women’s right to choose who, 

when and whether to marry is under threat, which is a violation of bodily autonomy, which is all about empowering women to 

make informed choices.15 

The threat of sexual violence and harassment against differently-abled women has increased during the prohibitory orders, 

according to Tika Dahal, President of Nepal Disabled Women Association. They were unsafe in the past too, but they have 

become more vulnerable with the imposition of the prohibitory orders, as per Dahal. As eight to 10 people are forced to stay 

together in limited rooms at present, there is a high risk of violence, she said.16 

The Badi women on June 6 submitted a memorandum to the Sudurpaschim Province Chief Minister Trilochan Bhatta 

demanding that they be given the license to engage in sex work if the government could not fulfill their demands. The Badi 

Community Promotion Development Society former executive director Shibiram Rana Badi said that giving license for 

prostitution would give the women opportunity for their livelihood if the government could not provide them with employment. 

 
13 Baarhakhari 
14 Ratopati 
15 The Himalayan Times 
16 Kantipur 
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Badi women are starving to death due to the pandemic, but the three tiers of government are turning a blind eye to our 

problems, according to Nepali Congress Province lawmaker Umadevi Badi.17 

The number of people committing suicide has increased in this fiscal year. It has increased by about 1.5 per cent as compared 

to the data till the end of Baisakh (May 14) of the last fiscal year and this fiscal year. According to the Nepal Police, the impact 

of COVID-19 is being seen on the data of suicide. Psychologists and psychiatrists have pointed out that problems like loss of 

jobs and financial problems created by the pandemic cause mental problems in people, which can lead to suicides.18 

The ordinance on the security of healthcare workers and health organizations has been issued amending the existing Security 

of Health Workers and Health Organizations Act. As per the ordinance, one can be jailed up to three years and fined up to Rs 

200,000 for beating up healthcare workers. Likewise, one will be jailed up to five years if s/he sets ablaze the healthcare 

facilities. The Nepal Medical Association has welcomed the ordinance stating their demand of 16 years has been addressed.  

This is a great achievement, and we will make the necessary changes gradually, it has said.19 

There has been a shortage of paracetamol — a drug essential for the treatment of COVID-19 patients — for a long time. The 

owners of pharmacies suspect that the drug manufacturers must have created an artificial shortage in the market to hike the 

price of the paracetamol.20 

 

OTHER(S) 

 
17 The Himalayan Times 
18  
19 Nayapatrika 
20 Nayapatrika 
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National News 

COVID-19 VACCINATION DRIVE 

Citizens above the age of 18 years living in areas that share the border with China will get the China-gifted COVID-19 vaccine. 
The government is preparing to give the vaccine to those between the ages 60-64 years inside the Valley, and between the 
ages of 62-64 years outside the Valley.21 

Initially, the government had planned to inoculate those between the ages 60-64 years outside the Kathmandu Valley too. 
However, the current stock of vaccine does not seem to be sufficient to inoculate them, which is why the age group eligible for 
getting the vaccine has been changed to 62-64 in case of those living outside of the Valley, according to Dr Jhalak Sharma, 
Chief of the Immunization Division.22 

Nearly 1,273,338 people have filled up an online form for the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine in a period of one month. 
However, filling up the form does not guarantee that one will get the vaccine, according to Dr Anil Thapa, Chief of the 
Information Management Unit. However, whenever the vaccination drives are conducted, those who have filled up the form will 
be prioritized based on protocols set for that drive.23 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City (KMC) has listed 32 immunization centers to provide the first dose of Chinese vaccine. It has 
specified one center in each ward of KMC where the five-day vaccination drive will begin from June 8.24 

The Lalitpur Metropolitan City will inoculate its citizens between the ages 60 and 64 with the China-gifted vaccine on  
June 8 and 9.25 

The government is preparing to give the AstraZeneca vaccine produced in other countries as the second dose to those  
who have got the Covishield vaccine as the first dose after the Serum Institute of India expressed its inability to send  

 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 Setopati 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 Onlinekhabar 
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the Covishield vaccine.26 

The Democratic Lawyers’ Association has demanded that the government keep all lawyers on the priority list for COVID-19 
vaccine as they have been working in the frontline during the pandemic.27 

A total of 48,257 people have taken the second dose of Vero Cell vaccine in Bhaktapur.28 

Prohibitory orders have been imposed in 75 districts of the country since the past one-and-a half months to break the chain of 
COVID-19 infection. District COVID-19 Crisis Management Centers have been extending the time of prohibitory orders, but 
there have been complaints about no efforts being made to ease public life. In this context, the Ministry of Home Affairs has 
said the districts can withdraw the prohibitory orders on their own depending upon the rate of infection there.29 

The High Court of Province 2 has issued a show cause notice to the government on not providing relief to the poor during the 

prohibitory orders.30 

Minister for Financial Affairs and Planning for Province 2 Bijay Yadav has said that the upcoming budget will focus on the 

health sector. It will focus on the COVID-19 pandemic — the budget will be released to control, treat and contain the second 

wave of COVID-19 pandemic.31 

The Lalitpur Metropolitan City (LMC) sent a letter to the government seeking permission to buy the Covishield vaccine on its 

own for the second time on June 7. It has asked the government to either provide the Covishield vaccine for its citizens or to let 

it buy them at the LMC’s expenses. It had first sought permission on May 30.32 

The COVID-19 infection has been declining but the number of bodies of COVID-dead as well as of others (non-COVID deaths) 

 
26 Setopati 
27 Baarhakhari 
28 Ratopati 
29 Baarhakhari 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 Setopati 
32 Setopati 
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has not reduced at the Pashupati Aryaghat. So, the Pashupati Area Development Trust has started preparations to prepare 

pyres at some other place as it has stated that it is facing difficulties in the management of bodies.33 

The Department of Food Technology and Quality Control has said there is no evidence of COVID-19 infection being 

transmitted from food, and has urged the consumers to eat a fresh and balanced diet every day.34 

The Supreme Court has given an interim order to not stop the sale of products online and their home delivery during the period 

of prohibitory orders.35 

HOSPITALS AND HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 

The Ministry of Health and Population has instructed the Social Development Ministry of all provinces and District 

Administration Office of all districts to take action against hospitals that have been charging more money for the treatment of 

COVID-19 patients than specified by the government.36 

The Nepalgunj Medical College Teaching Hospital has resumed OPD service from June 6 with the decrease in the  

COVID-19 cases here. Before this it had been operating COVID-19 dedicated service only as there had been a rapid spread of 

the infection.37 

Mayor of Kathmandu Metropolitan City (KMC) Bidya Sundar Shakya has urged people who have problems staying in home 

isolation, or who need isolation facility with oxygen support to stay at KMC’s isolation center.38 

The healthcare workers of Bagmati Province have not got their risk allowance since the past seven months.39 

 
33 Baarhakhari 
34 Baarhakhari 
35 Onlinekhabar 
36 Baarhakhari 
37 Onlinekhabar 
38 Baarhakhari 
39 Ratopati 
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HELP and AID 

Chairperson of Diprung Chuichumma Rural Municipality of Khotang Bhupendra Rai is busy in the rescue and treatment of 

COVID-19 infected people. He has been carrying COVID-19-infected senior citizens on his back up to the vehicles as there is 

no access to roads in all areas of the village. He then drives them personally to the hospital from there.40 

Ramji Ram, a student pursuing MBBS at National Medical College of Birgunj, has been giving consultation to COVID-19 

suspects visiting the bastis (rural countrysides) of Rautahat since the past eight days.41 

The youth of Taplejung have been active in helping people affected by COVID-19 in the district. A youth of Fungling 

Municipality of Taplejung has provided food to the 350 families who lost their jobs due to the prohibitory orders. Another youth 

provided rice to 200 families.42 

Medicines and healthcare materials have been delivered via helicopter to Upper Dolpa. The three rural municipalities there had 

asked for help after people showing COVID-19 -like symptoms were reported there. They have been showing symptoms since 

the past two weeks.43 

The Lumbini Provincial government has decided to add Rs 100,000,000 to its COVID-19 fund.44 

Newly appointed Minister for Social Development in Karnali Province Yagya Bahadur Budha Chhetri has released a budget of 

Rs 16,000,000 to buy COVID-19 vaccine needed for the citizens here.45 

The Nepal Municipality Association has written to its international partners for help in providing COVID-19 vaccines to Nepal. It 

has written to the US Embassy in Nepal, European Union, Swiss Embassy, as well as municipality associations of Britain, 

 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Kantipur 
42 Annapurna Post 
43 Baarhakhari 
44 Ratopati 
45 Ratopati 
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Canada, Netherlands, and Germany with a request to give COVID-19 vaccines to Nepal.46 

The Chinese Communist Party has provided 21,000 pieces of masks to Nepal Workers Peasants Party as a support against 

the COVID-19 pandemic. They have been distributed to different hospitals of Bhaktapur.47 

Actress Manisha Koirala has provided healthcare materials to the Karnali Academy of Health Sciences and Teaching  

Hospital of Jumla. The PPE sets, glasses, N95 masks, dexona tablets are some of the materials provided via the Manisha 

Koirala Foundation.48 

The British College and National Innovation Center have announced social welfare support to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. 

They will jointly provide healthcare materials needed for healthcare workers deployed in the frontline of COVID-19 treatment.49 

The Nepal Communist Party Maoist (Center) has distributed healthcare materials — masks, oxygen generators, oximeters, 

oxygen cylinders — among others to all seven provinces in the country.50 

The youth of Bhimsen Thapa Rural Municipality of Gorkha have arranged for five oxygen cylinders needed for the COVID-19 

infected people there.51 

Police on June 5 raided a house in Gwarko, Lalitpur Metropolitan City, and arrested two persons for allegedly producing and 

selling substandard hand sanitizers.52  

The cadres and leaders of Nepal Communist Party Maoist (Center) have been working to manage the bodies of COVID-dead 

in Rupandehi along with the Nepal Army.53 

 
46 Kantipur 
47 Nagarik 
48 Baarhakhari 
49 Baarhakhari 
50 Ratopati 
51 Ratopati 
52 The Himalayan Times 
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Many targeted enterprises have not benefitted from the government’s Business Continuity Credit scheme introduced through 

the budget for the current fiscal year 2020-21 to provide subsidized credits to micro, small and medium enterprises and tourism 

enterprises affected by the pandemic.54 

The prolonged lockdown has meant that restaurants are closed, and grocery stores and butcheries are allowed to open only 

briefly, as a result of which stray canines have been starved, and hence more aggressive. Veterinarian Dr Rakesh Chand is 

not surprised to hear of the dogs being aggressive. Stray canines attack people when they face starvation because they have 

very limited sources for food, and with the rise in temperature they become thirsty and this leads to them becoming even more 

aggressive, he says.55 

International News  

Britain’s Health Secretary says the delta variant, which is fast becoming the dominant coronavirus variant in the UK, is 40 per 
cent more transmissible compared to the country’s existing strains. Matt Hancock acknowledged on June 6 that the rise in 
delta variant cases may delay the government’s plan to lift most remaining lockdown restrictions on June 21.56 

The US will give Taiwan 750,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine, part of President Joe Biden’s move to share tens of millions of 
jabs globally, three American senators said on June 6 after the self-ruled island complained that China is hindering its efforts to 
secure vaccines as it battles an outbreak.57 

 

 

 
53 Ratopati 
54 The Kathmandu Post 
55 The Kathmandu Post 
56 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
57 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN08MM_26B  
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