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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
      Date: June 3, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 4,524 new COVID-19 cases, 101 deaths on June 2, recovery rate climbed to 80.8 per cent; no one in  
64 households of Chepang community of Saipam infected with COVID-19, they’re more worried about famine than 
coronavirus; Mugu has recorded its first COVID-19 fatality  

• Nepal starting to see deaths due to mucormycosis (black fungus), some infected being treated in Nepalgunj, Birgunj, 
Kathmandu, according to Health Ministry; 3 have died in Birgunj, 5 sent to India for further treatment  

• Nepal in dire need of COVID-19 vaccines, if no help received soon, situation of hardship will continue, says WHO 
Representative to Nepal; WHO okays Sinovac-produced COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use  

• Government to table an ordinance against those who attack healthcare workers, will carry a fine of Rs 200,000  
and a jail term of 4 years  

• Malnourished kids at risk of death as nutrition rehabilitation centers turned into COVID-19 isolation centers 
 

 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on June 2 reported 4,524 new cases of COVID-19 and 101 fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate climbed to 80.8 
per cent, as opposed to 80.2  per cent previously.2 

The recovery rate of people infected with COVID-19 has reached 80.8 per cent in Nepal in recent days, as per the Ministry of 
Health and Population.3 

No one is infected with COVID-19 in the 64 households of the Chepang Community living in Saipam village of Chitwan, but 
they have been affected by the pandemic. The crop harvested from the fields is not sufficient for them to survive for a year. To 
sustain their livelihoods, they used to work as daily wager laborers too, but there is no work due to the pandemic. They are 
more worried about famine than the COVID-19 infection.4 

A 70-year-old man has died due to COVID-19 infection in Mugu, becoming Mugu’s first COVID-19 casualty.5 

A team of health experts including healthcare workers have been mobilized in the Gandaki Province to control and contain the 
COVID-19 from spreading at the community level. 6 

COVID-19 infection has reduced by nearly double in the Sudurpaschim Province. According to doctors, it has been possible 
due to the prohibitory orders imposed there.7 

The number of people testing positive for COVID-19 has been decreasing in the past four days in Sindhuli.8  

People with COVID-19 have started to die due to the black fungus infection called mucormycosis. Some have died, while some 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Baarhakhari 
4 Kantipur 
5 Setopati 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Onlinekhabar 
8 Kantipur 
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are undergoing treatment in hospitals of Nepalgunj, Birgunj, and Kathmandu, according to Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, 
Spokesperson of the Ministry of Health and Population.9 

Three people have died due to mucormycosis in Birgunj. Five people have been sent to India for further treatment.10 

The grant of 1 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines from China, most of which arrived on June 1, may provide some respite 

from the ongoing second wave of the pandemic as people between 60 and 64 years of age will be inoculated with them. The 

situation in Nepal continues to be dire. The speed of the surge in case has resulted in acute shortages of essential supplies, 

according to World Health Organization’s Nepal representative Dr Rajesh Sambhajirao Pandav, who added Nepal’s health 

system is bursting at the seams and if Nepal does not receive vaccine supplies soon, we can expect a continuation of the 

hardship we are seeing now.11 

The government has prepared to send the China-gifted vaccine to all seven provinces on June 2. It will be given to the people 

from the ages 60 to 64 years.12 

The COVID-19 vaccine gifted by China will also be given to Nepali citizens above the age of 18 who live in districts sharing 

borders with China.13 

The World Health Organization has given approval for emergency use of COVID-19 vaccine produced by the Sinovac 

Company of China.14 

Thousands of senior citizens in several districts of Lumbini Province are awaiting the second dose of COVID-19 vaccines. 

They have expressed their displeasure and concerns as the government authorities have not been able to procure the second 

dose so far.15 

 
9 Annapurna Post 
10 Annapurna Post 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Baarhakhari 
14 Onlinekhabar 
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Many have taken the COVID-19 vaccine in Province 1 on the basis of their access to power. However, those including police 

officers deployed in the field amidst the pandemic are yet to get it. 16 

The government has made preparations to bring an ordinance with a provision of fine up to Rs 200,000 and four years jail term 

for those who attack healthcare workers. It will be presented before the Cabinet in a couple of days.17 

An Assistant Health Worker of Koshi Hospital was beaten by police while he was returning home after wrapping up his duty.18 

President of the Bheri Hospital Development Committee Pramod Dhital has warned the healthcare workers of the hospital to 

stop the protest. They have been staging protests everyday demanding action against those people who had attacked the 

doctors and nurses at the hospital. Dhital has called the demonstrations a drama, warning them to stop it. 19 

Along with Sunakothi-based Nutritional Rehabilitation Home in Lalitpur, three other such facilities in Biratnagar, Nepalgunj and 

Hetaunda have been converted into isolation centers. The residents of these homes, severely and moderately acute 

malnourished children, were discharged despite knowing that they needed institutional care and treatment. Doctors say 

severely acute malnourished and moderately acute malnourished children are not getting treatment means they are at a higher 

risk of dying from malnutrition.20 

 

OTHER(S) 

 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
16 Onlinekhabar 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 Setopati 
19 Setopati 
20 The Kathmandu Post 
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National News 

The Chief District Officers of the three districts of Kathmandu Valley have decided to extend the COVID-19 prohibitory orders 
for a week starting on June 4 while easing some of the restrictions.21 

Kathmandu Valley authorities have extended prohibitory orders till June 14. Under this extension, the convenience stores will 
be allowed to open till 9:00 am.22 

Local people are struggling to get food items delivered from the state-owned Food Management and Trading Company, and 
Salt Trading Corporation under the rules of the existing prohibitory orders. Many do not even know that these two government 
companies are providing such a service.23 

The prohibitory orders imposed to control the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic have made it difficult for the poor, 
especially those who are daily wage laborers, to fulfill their hand-to-mouth needs.24 

President Bidhya Devi Bhandari has been embroiled in a controversy after writing to the heads of different nations begging for 
COVID-19 vaccine. The experts of diplomatic affairs have called this immature. They have said it is an attempt on her part to 
improve her controversial image and become popular.25 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Pradeep Kumar Gyawali has said he has been frustrated with the unnecessary discussions going 
around regarding the vaccine diplomacy initiated by the President. If the critics of this move would understand the basic 
protocols, then there would not be a problem. He defended the move while also emphasizing that protecting citizens’ lives by 
bringing vaccines into the country is the most important thing for now.26 

Dr Shanta Sapkota, Director of Bir Hospital, is on leave after Dr Jageshwar Gautam, the newly appointed Chief Executive 

 
21 The Kathmandu Post 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 The Himalayan Times  
24 Ratopati 
25 Nayapatrika 
26 Nagarik 
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Officer of the Hospital that has been turned into a COVID-19 Unified Central Hospital took over her office room. While  

Dr Sapkota has said she has nothing much to do with the arrival of Dr Gautam, he has said that she did not leave  

the office despite his prior notice, and that the Ministry of Health and Population has sent him to take over everything at the 

Unified Hospital.27 

The government has changed the leadership and work procedure of COVID-19 Crisis Management Center for the control and 

containment of COVID-19. However, bureaucracy continues to dominate in the decision making process, like the ban of 

morning walk amidst the prohibitory orders by the Chief District Officer. The political leadership and local level public 

representatives do not seem to have any role to play.28 

A conflict started after the bodies of COVID-dead were not allowed to be cremated at the Muktighat of Itahari. The Ghat 

Protection Committee has banned cremating of such bodies. The locals have supported the move saying COVID-19 infection 

will spread via air.29 

Doctors have warned people infected with COVID-19 against taking medicines randomly as it can be harmful for them. 

Infectious disease expert Prof Dr Janak Koirala said that one should not take steroids, vitamins, and antibiotics without 

consulting a doctor.30 

The government has listed 78 hotels including seven five star hotels as quarantine hotels for those arriving in Nepal from 

foreign nations via air so as to prevent them from spreading the COVID-19 infection at the community level.31 

Nearly 11,000 Nepalis have returned to Nepal since the imposition of prohibitory orders in the country, according to the 

Department of Immigration.32 

 
27 Setopati 
28 Ratopati 
29 Baarhakhari 
30 Baarhakhari 
31 Onlinekhabar 
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An official of the Ministry of Health and Population has said the original decision to set up ICU beds and provide ventilators to 

the Okhaldhunga Community Hospital was changed by Deputy Prime Minister Ishwar Pokharel. He ordered them to provide 

ventilators along with setting up ICU beds in the District Hospital Okhaldhunga. This was due to the political pull and push — 

Pokharel denied giving help to the community hospital as the request had been made via Yagya Raj Sunuwar, the member of 

now dissolved House of Representatives. Apparently, he is a supporter of UML leader Madhav Kumar Nepal which is why 

Pokharel had made the decision.33 

The local levels of Jajarkot and Rukum have started preparations to publish the final results of different classes of schools 

based on the students’ performance in the different trimester exams of the academic year.34 

The government will rely heavily on external assistance to combat the COVID-19 pandemic with over 70 per cent of the funds 

expected to be received from donors.35 

A total of 16,052 people have taken the second dose of Vero Cell vaccine in Bhaktapur Municipality.36 

HOSPITALS and HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 

Human resources and healthcare equipment have been added to the Seti Provincial Hospital. It has added oxygen cylinders, 

oxygen concentrators, ICU equipment and 44 human resources for the treatment of COVID-19-infected people.37 

The KIST Medical College and Teaching Hospital has started free OPD for COVID-19 infected people.38 

The number of COVID-19 patients — who need oxygen support and ICU — being admitted to the Patan Hospital has not 

 
32 Onlinekhabar 
33 Annapurna Post 
34 Baarhakhari 
35 The Kathmandu Post 
36 Onlinekhabar 
37 Setopati 
38 Ratopati 
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reduced. However, the number of people coming for PCR tests has reduced. 39 

DUTY and RESPONSIBILITIES 

Nurses are playing an important role during the COVID-19 pandemic, but they have been facing mental stress and challenge. 

According to Prof Mankumari Rai, President of Nepal Nursing Association, their duty hours have increased and they are at 

high risk of infection. She also pointed out that despite the government having fixed Rs 20,000 to Rs 28,000 as the minimum 

salary of nurses, those in the private hospitals are paid as less as Rs 5,000 to Rs 8,000.40 

A COVID-19 infected woman has died after falling from the bed of COVID-19 Hospital of BP Koirala Academy of Health 

Sciences. Her family has blamed the hospital for utter carelessness and demanded an investigation into the case.41 

Ramechhap Municipality has started providing medicine to the COVID-19 infected people of the metropolis area by visiting 

their houses. The healthcare workers are on a door-to-door campaign to distribute the medicines as well as teach them the 

ways to use the medicine.42 

HELP and AID 

The Private and Boarding Schools Organization Nepal, Bhaktapur has started a COVID-19 relief fund to help principals, 

teachers and staff associated with it. It will provide financial support to its COVID-19 infected teachers and staff who are 

undergoing treatment at hospitals or are staying in home isolation.43 

The COVID-19 Rapid Action Taskforce in association with Rising America, Engage Nepal, and Guthi has provided 63 oxygen 

concentrators to the Korea-Nepal Friendship Hospital of Madhyapur Thimi Municipality.44 

 
39 Setopati 
40 Nagarik 
41 Nagarik 
42 Kantipur 
43 Ratopati 
44 Onlinekhabar 
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Fifteen hundred oxygen cylinders, among different other healthcare materials given by China, have entered Nepal via the 

Rasuwagadhi checkpost.45 

The Private and Boarding School Organization in Karnali Province has handed over 20 oxygen cylinders to the provincial 

hospital.46 

Angelina Shivashakti Trust of Nuwakot has provided oxygen concentrators and other healthcare materials to the District 

Hospital and other health institutions of the district.47 

Expressing its solidarity in Nepal’s fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, the French government has handed over healthcare 

materials to Nepal that include masks, Antigen Test kits, and ventilators among others.48 

The United Arab Emirates has sent nearly 12 tons of healthcare materials to Nepal to help the country fight the  

COVID-19 pandemic.49 

Leader of the Nepal Communist Party Maoist Narayan Kaji Shrestha has reached his home district Gorkha for the second time 

with healthcare materials.50 

International News  

Malaysia began a two-week national lockdown on June 1 with police checkpoints on road junctions around the capital Kuala 
Lumpur as authorities tackle a wave of COVID-19 infections that has hit record levels in recent weeks.51 

 
45 Nayapatrika 
46 Nagarik 
47 Onlinekhabar 
48 Setopati 
49 Ratopati 
50 Onlinekhabar 
51 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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London’s Heathrow Airport has reopened a terminal that was mothballed during the coronavirus pandemic to handle 
passengers now arriving from high-risk countries. Britain has barred travelers from a ‘red list’ of 43 coronavirus hotspots, 
including India, Brazil and Turkey. Starting June 1, red list arrivals will pass through the airport’s Terminal 3, which was closed 
in April 2020 as international air travel plummeted.52 

India could have as many as 10 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines available per day in July and August, compared with just 
under 3 million now, the government said, trying to allay concerns about shortages and mishandling of the program.53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
52 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
53 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN03MM_23B  
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