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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: June 24, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,511 new COVID-19 cases, 81 deaths on June 23; Parbat’s Painyun Rural Municipality sealed till June 
29 after 20 out of 50 people test positive; number of districts with more than 500 active COVID-19 cases has come 
down to 36; number of COVID-19 patients has decreased in Kailali’s Tikapur Hospital, only 1 COVID-19 patient 
admitted in last 10 days  

• US has announced distribution of 55 million of 80 million doses of America’s own COVID-19 vaccine supply, 16 million 
earmarked for Asia; Nepal not to get the vaccines directly from US, may get it via COVAX  

• China’s Sinopharm to provide 4 million doses of Vero Cell vaccine to Nepal in next 2.5 months, first 1 million to be 
provided within June, 2 million in July, 1 million in August  

• Dang’s Badi and Kusunda communities face dire times due to the prohibitory orders 
 
 

 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 627,854 on June 23 with 1,511 more people testing positive for COVID-19 in the past 
24 hours, while 81 more COVID-19-related fatalities were added taking the total death toll to 8,894. Nepal's COVID-19 
recovery rate stands at 90.5 per cent, while the fatality rate stands at 1.5 per cent.2 

The Painyun Rural Municipality-7 Bhorle of Parbat has been sealed for a week until June 29. The step was taken after 20 out 
of 50 people from a ward tested positive in Antigen Test.3 

The number of districts with more than 500 active cases of COVID-19 infection has come down to 36 on June 23 — it was 43 
on June 15, according to the Ministry of Health and Population.4 

The number of critically-ill COVID-19 patients being admitted to hospitals has reduced by 43 per cent in nearly a month, 
according to the Ministry of Health and Population.5 

The number of COVID-19 infected patients has decreased in the Tikapur Hospital of Kailali. Only one person infected with the 
virus was admitted at the hospital in the past 10 days, while a total of 10 patients are undergoing treatment there.6 

The Ministry of Health and Population has said that among the various variants of COVID-19 found in Nepal, the Delta variant 
has been reported to be the most infectious. Likewise, the Kappa variant is 58 per cent more infectious than other variants,  
as per Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry. In Nepal, Delta, Alpha, and Kappa variants have been 
confirmed as of now.7  

 
2 THT Online 
3 Onlinekhabar 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Setopati 
6 Nagarik 
7 Baarhakhari 
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The US government on June 22 announced a distribution list for 55 million of the 80 million doses of America’s own vaccine 
supply that President Joe Biden had pledged to allocate by the end of June in a bid to end the pandemic globally. For the 80 
million doses, the US will share 75 per cent through COVAX and 25 per cent will be targeted to help deal with surges around 
the world. The US government has also developed an allocation plan for these 55 million doses of vaccine. Nearly 14 million 
will go to Latin America and the Caribbean countries, and 16 million to Asia. The Asian countries include India, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka among others.8 

Nepal will not get the vaccine directly from the US, which has announced to give 80,000,000 doses to various nations of  
the world. The US has announced plans to provide 55,000,000 doses directly to Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh and  
other poor nations of South Asia, but Nepal is not included in that list. Nepal might get vaccine support from the US  
via the COVAX program.9  

The Chinese company Sinopharm has confirmed that it will provide 4,000,000 doses of Vero Cell vaccine to Nepal in the next 

two-and-a-half months. According to the Nepali Embassy in Beijing, Sinopharm has assured that Nepal will be able to buy 

1,000,000 doses within June, 2,000,000 doses in July, and 1,000,000 doses in August, as per its convenience. However, there 

is no possibility of 1,000,000 doses of Covishield vaccine that Nepal bought from India arriving immediately. Yet Nepal has 

been continuously asking the Indian government and producer Serum Institute of India to provide the vaccine.10 

Nepal has been making diplomatic efforts to bring the Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine from Denmark. However, the 

country has not yet given a clear answer.11 

The people from Badi and Kusunda communities of Dang have been affected by the prohibitory orders. While the traditional 

profession of the Badi community of making maadal (musical drum-like instrument) was already in crisis, the people from the 

 
8 The Himalayan Times 
9 Baarhakhari 
10 Nayapatrika 
11 Nayapatrika 
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Kusunda community had been surviving as daily wage laborers. The prohibitory orders have robbed them of their chance to 

earn their livelihood with no work to do.12 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Revealing his achievements in 19 days as Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang said he has ensured that 
the COVID-19 vaccine will be supplied to Nepal. He has claimed that the vaccine procurement process has already begun and 
he will take the moral responsibility if there will be a delay in the procurement due to the current political development. He was 
relieved of his position after the interim order of the Supreme Court on June 22.13 

Claiming that the shortage of vaccine is being addressed, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has said all Nepalis will be given the 
vaccine against COVID-19 within 2021.14 

VACCINATION DRIVE and DEMAND 

A total of 2,400 people who had taken the first dose of Covishield vaccine took the second dose in Lalitpur Metropolitan City 
(LMC) on June 23. The vaccine was given to the senior citizens above the age of 77 who are permanent residents of LMC.15 

The Tribhuvan University has started inoculating its teachers and staff with the COVID-19 vaccine from June 22. It inoculated 
500 people on the first day of the vaccination drive that will continue till June 23.16 

 
12 Baarhakhari 
13 Setopati 
14 Baarhakhari 
15 Baarhakhari 
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A total of 200 teachers and professors have lost their lives to COVID-19 as of now. Despite the fact that teachers and 
professors are human sources that work on the frontline, the government has not paid attention to their safety, as per the 
stakeholders. Countries like Russia had given the vaccine to teachers along with doctors, however the Ministry of Health and 
Population has not taken it seriously even after the request of the Ministry of Education. If the educational institutions reopen, 
the teachers, professors and students who have not taken the vaccine will be at risk.17 

The Nepal Academy of Fine Arts has requested the Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation to arrange for COVID-19 
vaccine for artists.18 

The transportation sector’s laborers’ organizations met the Minister for Physical Infrastructure and Transportation Basanta 
Kumar Nembang and demanded that the COVID-19 vaccine be made available to them immediately.19 

The sellers of LP gas have decided to stop the supply of gas in Kaski from June 24 as protest against the government for not 
putting them in priority to get the COVID-19 vaccine.20 

The Supreme Court on June 22 issued an interim order to the government to start providing the second dose of Covishield 

vaccine to people above 65 years of age who have already received their first dose.21 

A writ petition has been filed at the high court of Tulsipur demanding control and containment of the third wave of COVID-19 

pandemic and quality health service.22 

The healthcare workers of nine health institutions of Helambu Rural Municipality of Sindhupalchowk have been visiting the 

tents of locals displaced by the floods to distribute medicines and healthcare materials that include COVID-19 kit. Seven 

people infected by COVID-19 have been staying in home isolation in this rural municipality.23 

 
16 Kantipur 
17 Nayapatrika 
18 Kantipur 
19 Nagarik 
20 Onlinekhabar 
21 The Himalayan Times 
22 Nagarik 
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An oxygen plant will be set up at a tropical and infectious disease hospital situated at Aanpudanda of Lekhnath in Pokhara 

Metropolitan City. It will produce 6,000 litres of oxygen per day.24 

The vehicles carrying essential supplies have been facing obstruction since the implementation of the odd-even rule in the 

Kathmandu Valley amidst the prohibitory orders. Before the odd-even number system was put in place, all vehicles carrying 

essential goods were allowed to ply on the roads without obstruction. However, police personnel have been stopping such 

vehicles that do not follow the odd-even rule, though it is not applicable in case of vehicles carrying essential supplies.25 

Dhading District COVID Management Committee meeting has decided to extend the prohibitory orders till June 29, with some 

relaxations in place.26 

The prohibitory orders have been extended till July 1 with some relaxations in place in Chitwan. Private vehicles will be allowed 

to run on the basis of the odd-even number system, while shops will be allowed to open three days a week.27 

The government has freed domestic airlines to operate half the number of flights they were conducting before COVID-19, and 

opened up several international routes as it moved to loosen the lockdown and get the economy moving. According to Tourism 

Ministry officials, domestic services may resume from June 27.28 

The Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation has decided to resume domestic flights from July 1. The international flights 

will resume from June 24 to specified destinations.29 

From early morning on June 22, the crossroads at Indrachowk were full of street vendors — over two dozen of them selling 

food, vegetables, clothes, kitchen utensils and other household items — and shoppers and joggers. Suddenly a police siren 

 
23 Baarhakhari 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 Kantipur 
26 The Himalayan Times 
27 Onlinekhabar 
28 The Kathmandu Post 
29 Onlinekhabar 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   8 

screamed at a distance and vendors ran helter-skelter clutching their wares. Today was the first day my son and I came here 

for business, but the City police chased us, said Laxmi Thapa, who sells socks and ladies’ undergarments. She said she had 

thought they would be able to start street vending with the easing of restrictions, but she was wrong. According to the City 

Police Chief Dhanapati Sapkota, street vending is still restricted and that they would be stricter from June 23 onwards against 

street vending and would patrol the streets from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm.30 

When the 15th five-year plan was announced in 2019, the growth target for the fiscal year 2021-22 was 9.9 per cent, that for 

2022-23 was 9.6 per cent and it was 10.3 per cent for 2023-24. The National Planning Commission has kept the target set by 

the periodic 15th five-year plan, that lasts from 2019-20 to 2023-24, unchanged for the following two fiscal years. The targeted 

growth would be achievable in normal times, according to Krishna Parajuli, member of the NPC, but with no end of the 

pandemic in sight, whether it is achievable is open to question.31 

Deputy Mayor of Hetaunda Sub-Metropolitan City Meena Lama has informed that they have prepared the plans, programs, 

and budget of the upcoming fiscal year putting the control and management of the COVID-19 pandemic in high priority.32 

HELP and AID 

Nimbus has distributed more than 1,000,000 masks to over 50 organizations in 170 places across Nepal.33 

Global Gorkha Society has handed over 40 oxygen concentrators worth Rs 7,000,000 to the health institutions there.34 

Heifer International Nepal provided financial support to three local levels of Nuwakot — Bidur, Belkotgadhi, and Shivapuri 

municipalities — to help in the control of COVID-19 infection.35 

 
30 The Kathmandu Post 
31 The Kathmandu Post 
32 Ratopati 
33 Nayapatrika 
34 Nagarik 
35 Annapurna Post 
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International News  

India’s vaccinations over the next few weeks could fall short of the pace set on the first day of a federal campaign unless it 
makes inroads in its vast hinterlands and bridges a shortage of doses, experts said on June 22. The 8.6 million doses injected 
on June 21 represented a record two-fold jump as India kicked off free inoculations for all adults. This is clearly not sustainable, 
according to Chandrakant Lahariya, an expert in public policy and health systems. With such one-day drives, many states have 
consumed most of their current vaccine stocks, which will affect the vaccination in the days to follow, he added.36  

India wants to resume exports of coronavirus vaccines but can’t do so until its domestic needs are met, the head of the 
country’s COVID-19 task force Vinod K Paul said on June 18.37 

India is doing its homework to export the COVID-19 vaccine to neighboring countries in limited quantities by the end of July or 
the first week of August. Indian officials have been assuring Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh regarding the supply of vaccine 
though they have not set the dates yet.38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
36 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
37 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
38 Onlinekhabar 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN24MM_38B  
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