
 

           Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring, Nepal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   2 

Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: June 18, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,768 new COVID-19 cases, 39 fatalities on June 17; COVID-19 infection soaring in Mugu’s 
Mugamkarmarong Rural Municipality; positivity stands at 70 per cent in Sindhuli, one person dying of COVID-19 every 
day; Kanchanpur seeing a steady decline in infections in past two weeks  

• Monsoon doubles risk of COVID-19 infections as temporary shelters for the flood-displaced could turn into coronavirus 
hotspots; Health Ministry urges all to stay alert in the face of floods and landslides, maintain health protocols  

• People showing post-COVID-19 symptoms visiting hospitals fearing they’ve been reinfected due to lack of proper 
counseling  

• Nationwide seroprevalence study yet to be conducted  

• Modality of prohibitory orders to be changed across the nation, final decision to be made after observing state of 
COVID-19 infection till June 21; smart lockdown will probably be enforced then 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• Government going ahead with its decision to buy 4 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine from Chinese company 
Sinopharm; will buy 1 million in first lot, bring remaining 3 million gradually in lots of 500,000;  
inoculation will start in July-August  

• Elderly people in Chitwan’s remote areas run away from homes to avoid taking COVID-19 vaccine; Rautahat locals turn 
out in good numbers for second dose of Covishield vaccine; Nepalis with multiple entry visas flying to USA to get 
COVID-19 vaccine 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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 ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 615,984 on June 17 with 1,768 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 
24 hours. Thirty-nine more COVID-19-related fatalities were logged. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 88.6 per cent, 
while the fatality rate stands at 1.6 per cent.2 

Health officials in Mugu have raised concerns about the high rate of coronavirus infections in Mugamkarmarong Rural 
Municipality. The local body has dispatched health teams to several villages to run Antigen Tests on the local population after 
many villagers came down with fever and cold. The infection rate is declining in other local units but is soaring in 
Mugamkarmarong, according to Baliraj Budha, the health unit chief of the local body.3 

COVID-19 infection rate stands at around 70 per cent in Sindhuli, the record of the District Health Office Sindhuli showed. The 
risk of COVID-19 spread is still there, the data shows we are not out of danger yet as at least one person is dying of COVID-19 
every day in Sindhuli, according to Amrit Karki, the in-charge of the COVID-19 Hospital in Sindhuli.4 

COVID-19 infection is being confirmed in more than half of the total population who test for it in Sindhuli. The infection has not 
reduced in both the PCR and Antigen tests.5 

Hesitancy to get tested for COVID-19 among the general public has been one of the major reasons responsible for the lack of 
a significant decrease in the rate of infection. The officials at the Ministry of Health and Population say that the public, despite 
showing symptoms of COVID-19, are not going for tests. So, it is necessary to take the message to the public that every fever 
and common cold until proven is a sign of COVID-19, they say. There is a need for a risk communication strategy at this point 
in time, they say.6 

 
2 THT Online 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 The Kathmandu Post 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nagarik 
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Health institutions in Kanchanpur have been seeing a steady decline in coronavirus caseloads in the past two weeks with 
health officials reporting a drop in the infection rate. According to Siddharaj Bhatta, Public Health Inspector of the District 
Health Office, COVID-19 infection rate is at 5 per cent in the district at present.7 

The monsoon mayhem in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic has now doubled the risk of infections. There is no other 
option than to keep the displaced at temporary shelters, which in turn can turn into coronavirus hotspots.  The priority now is 
saving the lives of people and moving them to safe locations, according to Nima Gyalgen Sherpa, Chairman of Helambu Rural 
Municipality in Sindhupalchok, one of the districts worst hit by monsoon floods. The COVID-19 scare is there, but do we have 
any other option, Sherpa asked. Doctors say more people are likely to be put in mass accommodations in the coming days 
exposing them to the risk of contracting the virus. There is a higher chance of cluster infections in the camps/shelters of the 
displaced people, according to Dr Biraj Karmacharya, an epidemiologist who heads the Department of Community Program at 
Dhulikhel Hospital, who suggests that authorities ramp up tests and isolate the infected.8 

The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has appealed to everyone to stay alert stating the risk of the spread of COVID-
19 and other water-related diseases may increase with the floods and landslides. Issuing a statement on June 17, Dr Samir 
Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at MoHP urged everyone to follow public health protocols while being involved in the 
rescue and relief operations.9  

People who have recovered from COVID-19 in Nepal are showing symptoms like lack of energy, fatigue, breathlessness, hot 

flashes, and dry cough. According to doctors, these are post-COVID-19 symptoms. With the lack of right counseling, many are 

revisiting hospitals worried if they have been infected with COVID-19 again. Every day about 18 people on an average visit the 

hospital after experiencing such symptoms, according to Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, coordinator of the Research Unit at Sukraraj 

Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital. Dr Bidesh Bista, Pulmonologist at Civil Hospital, said the number of people visiting 

OPD with post-COVID-19 problems has increased. Dr Neeraj Bam, Pulmonologist at Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital 

also admitted to the increase in the number of people showing post-COVID-19 symptoms.10 

 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 The Kathmandu Post 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Kantipur 
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A nationwide seroprevalence study, which was to be launched in the second week of January, has been postponed 

indefinitely. Experts say that the seroprevalence survey was necessary as it would provide data on the prevalence of 

coronavirus in communities, and help authorities prepare strategies for locating hotspots and taking necessary measures to 

contain the spread of the virus. Such a study can also tell authorities how many people in a specific population may have 

contracted the virus. However, the study has not started yet.11 

PROHIBITORY ORDERS 

The modality of prohibitory orders will be changed across the nation, according to Dr Balananda Sharma, Executive Director of 

the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center. The odd-even rule will be introduced for public and private vehicles, he informed, 

and government offices and other specific sectors will also be opened. However, the final decision will be made after observing 

the state of the COVID-19 infection till June 21.12 

The COVID-19 Management Directorate Committee has decided to enforce smart lockdown from the second week of Asadh 

(June 22). The June 16 meeting of the committee decided to control the risk of infection and resume production and supply of 

essential commodities simultaneously via smart lockdown.13 

The administration has taken the strategy to relax the prohibitory orders step-by-step in Kathmandu Valley. The pressure  

of vehicles has increased on the roads with the relaxation of some of the provisions of the prohibitory orders. However,  

the police have been continuing to impose restrictions on the roads with barricades that they had set up at the beginning  

of the prohibitory orders.14 

The meeting of COVID-19 Crisis Management Center has decided to resume the flights to Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,  

Japan, and Malaysia.15 

 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 Baarhakhari 
13 Setopati 
14 Setopati 
15 Ratopati 
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There has been a decline in the cases of COVID-19 infection in the country as the prohibitory orders were imposed on time. 

However, it can’t be guaranteed that the infection might not once again surge if prohibitory orders are relaxed altogether, 

according to Dr Sagar Rajbhandari, Director of Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital.16 

The Nepali Congress has opposed the ongoing prohibitory orders. It has said the public is struggling for daily survival as the 

government has focused only on prohibitory orders rather than on bringing the COVID-19 vaccine and treatment of people.17 

The government has proceeded with its decision to buy 4,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine from the Chinese company 

Sinopharm. In the June 16 Cabinet meeting, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli had informed that the procured vaccine will be 

used to inoculate people from Shrawan (July-August), a minister informed. The government is preparing to buy 1,000,000 

doses in the first lot, and will bring the remaining 3,000,000 doses gradually — 500,000 per lot.18 

VACCINATION DRIVE 

The elderly citizens of the remote areas of Chitwan have run away from their homes to avoid taking the COVID-19 vaccine.  

As such the vaccines that had been sent to the health posts of those remote areas have been returned to the district  

health office.19 

People, who had received the first shot of the Covishield vaccine three months ago, turned out in great numbers in Rautahat 

on June 16 to take the additional jab. The shots were given at the Nepal Army’s Bir Dal Battalion Vaccination Center in Gaur 

with the initiative of the District COVID-19 Crisis Control Management Committee.20 

Nepalis with multiple entry visas to the USA have started flying there to get the COVID-19 vaccine, according to travel 

entrepreneurs. Two weeks ago, many Nepalis flew there via chartered flights, and now they have started flying to the USA via 

 
16 Baarhakhari 
17 Setopati 
18 Setopati 
19 Kantipur 
20 The Himalayan Times 
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Qatar and Turkish Airways.  As the US has been giving vaccines to those traveling there on tourist visas, people from different 

nations have started visiting the country.21 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The World Bank will provide a loan of US$150,000,000 to Nepal to revive the economy affected by the prohibitory orders 
imposed for the control and containment of the COVID-19 pandemic.22 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City has decided to give a special discount to the taxpayers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it revealed in its annual programs and policies for the upcoming fiscal year on June 17.23 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City will conduct a call center for regular monitoring, consultation, and treatment of people 
infected with COVID-19, free of charge, it revealed in its annual programs and policies. It will also provide free-of-charge 
psycho-social consultation and telemedicine for such patients, along with arranging ambulance service, isolation service, 
COVID-19 hospital service, and oxygen support.24 

The BP Koirala Institute of Health Sciences, Dharan, which is operating a separate COVID-19 Hospital, has been performing 
complicated surgeries on COVID-19 patients. The hospital has performed surgeries on 20 COVID-19 patients so far after the 
second wave of COVID-19 began.25 

 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 The Himalayan Times 
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The BP Koirala Institute of Health Sciences has performed surgeries on 20 COVID-19 infected patients since the beginning of 
the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. They have done three neuro-related surgeries along with the surgeries of the 
small intestine, large intestine, appendix among others.26 

Preparations have been made for the treatment of COVID-19 patients in the Aamda Nepal Siddhartha Children and  
Women’s Hospital in Butwal. The hospital is working to prepare a well-equipped treatment center for children and  
pregnant/ lactating women.27 

The Bhaktapur Municipality has set up an oxygen plant at the Khwopa Hospital with an investment of Rs 12,336,000 collected 
from the public.28 

Chief Minister of Province 2 Lal Babu Raut inaugurated a 100-bed COVID-19 hospital in Janakpurdharm on June 17.29 

The Om Hospital and Research Center of Chabahil has unveiled its post-COVID-19 health check-up package. The package is 
announced for the timely treatment of health complications seen after recovering from COVID-19 and to prevent possible 
complications, the hospital has said.30 

The Nepali Congress has continued its campaign of distributing oxygen concentrators that it received from its well-wishers, 
cadres, and leaders of the party to public hospitals.31 

The Swiss government has donated medical supplies worth Rs 940 million to Nepal.32 

The National Human Rights Commission has warned that persons with disabilities, indigenous nationalities, migrant Nepali 
workers and indigent groups are being neglected and deprived of basic human rights as COVID-19 is spreading at the 
community level in Nepal.33 

 
26 Ratopati 
27 Onlinekhabar 
28 Kantipur 
29 Baarhakhari 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 Ratopati 
32 The Himalayan Times 
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People with disabilities, from the marginalized communities, and those who survived on daily wages have been suffering from 
starvation due to the COVID-19-induced prohibitory orders.34 

Police on June 15 raided Medigraph Group of Company Pvt Ltd in Lokanthali, Bhaktapur and arrested two persons for 
allegedly producing and selling substandard hand sanitizers.35 

International News  

The negative test reports of COVID-19 of more than 100,000 people who participated in the Kumbha Mela of Haridwar, India 
have been found to be fake. The fake reports were prepared by two private labs there between April 1 to 30. Even the name, 
contact number, and address of the people who were tested have been found to be fake. The rate of confirmation of COVID-19 
infection amongst the devotees who took part in the Kumbh Mela was very low as compared to other places.36 

When a devastating second wave of COVID-19 pandemic peaked in India in April and May, the numbers of people aged 
between 25 and 35 buying term insurance was 30 per cent higher than in the previous three months combined, said 
PolicyBazaar, India’s largest online insurance aggregator. Insurers did not reveal how many plans they sold citing business 
confidentiality, but many said it was in the ‘high thousands’.37 

 

 

 

 

 
33 The Himalayan Times 
34 Kantipur 
35 The Himalayan Times 
36 Onlinekhabar 
37 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN18MM_34B  
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