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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: June 17, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 2,014 new COVID-19 cases, 52 deaths on June 16; COVID-19 infection increasing in 10 districts since 
last 14 days; though infection rate has come down to around 20 per cent, some places still stand at 50 showing crisis of 
the pandemic in rural areas; Nepal will not see another peak in infections in second wave, but risk of people not 
exposed getting infected still exists, says infectious disease expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun  

• World Health Organization appeals to international community to provide COVID-19 vaccines to Nepal; government to 
buy 4 million doses of Chinese Sinopharm vaccine  

• Some hospitals say they have not received the healthcare materials sent by the Department of Health Services 
 
 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Ex-ambassador Bijaykant Karna says Prime Minister KP Oli government’s vaccine diplomacy is a complete failure; no 
response to President Bidhya Devi Bhandari’s missives to different heads of states seeking COVID-19 vaccines is a 
diplomatic failure, say observers 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's COVID-19 caseload reached 614,216 on June 16 with 2,014 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 
24 hours. Meanwhile, the total coronavirus recoveries stand at 543,521 with 3,082 discharges. In the past 24 hours, 52 more 
COVID-19-related fatalities were logged, taking the total death toll to 8,558. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 88.5 per 
cent, while the fatality rate stands at 1.6 per cent.2 

The COVID-19 infection has been increasing in 10 districts of the country since the last 14 days. The infection is increasing in 
Udayapur, Panchthar, Terhathum, Nuwakot, Rolpa, Humla, Rukum (West), Dailekh, Doti, and Bajura districts, according to Dr 
Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population.3 

The infection rate of COVID-19, which was 30.8 per cent in Nepal two weeks ago, has come down to 19.04 per cent. It is a 
good sign that the infection rate is decreasing, as per public health experts. However, they argue that it is still not a good sign 
that the infection rate is at around 20 per cent though it has already been more than 45 days since the imposition of prohibitory 
orders in the country. The infection rate of Antigen Test has also reduced to 16 per cent from 37.39 per cent — however the 
infection rate is at 50 per cent in certain places. This indicates the crisis of the pandemic in rural areas, according to pandemic 
expert Dr Kedar Baral. The infection has reduced in urban areas but has increased all of a sudden in rural areas, he said.4 

There is no way COVID-19 infection will peak again in Nepal in this second wave, according to infectious disease expert Dr 
Sher Bahadur Pun. However, the risk of people who have not yet been exposed to the virus getting infected is still there, he 
said.5 

The number of COVID-19 tests and infected people have been declining in recent days. The rate of positive cases was 
recorded at 52 per cent since the beginning of the second wave. On June 15, it was 22.56 per cent. The number of people 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Onlinekhabar 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Baarhakhari 
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coming for tests is half the testing capacity, according to Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health 
and Population.6 

The number of COVID-19 cases and deaths due to the infection have been decreasing in Rautahat in the last few days. The 
decline in cases is due to the imposition of prohibitory orders.7 

The COVID-19 infection declined by 10 per cent in the month of Jestha (May-June) as compared to Baisakh (April-May) in 
Sudurpaschim Province.8 

The number of critically ill COVID-19 patients requiring ICU has reduced by 32 per cent in a period of one month. There is no 
acute shortage of ICUs like in the past month. Despite all ICUs being packed in the hospitals of Kathmandu Valley, there is no 
shortage like in the past.9 

A total of six people showing COVID-19 like symptoms have died since June 2 in Aathrai Triveni Rural Municipality-1 of 
Taplejung. However, none of them got tested for COVID-19. If anyone shows symptoms of cough, cold, and fever, people tend 
to hide it and stay in the village rather than go for a test, according to Indra Bajgain, Secretary of the Ward. They do not go for 
the test even when asked to do so personally, he informed.10  

The World Health Organization (WHO) has appealed to the international community to provide 1,400,000 doses of 
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine to Nepal. Taking to Twitter on June 16, Dr Rajesh Sambhajirao Pandav, the WHO 
Representative to Nepal, requested for the vaccine support. Nearly 1,400,000 people of Nepal are waiting for the second dose 
of vaccine after the Serum Institute of India did not supply Covishield vaccine to Nepal.11 

 
6 Kantipur 
7 Ratopati 
8 Onlinekhabar 
9 Setopati 
10 Annapurna Post 
11 Onlinekhabar 
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The Government has decided to buy 4 million doses of the Chinese Sinopharm vaccine. Officials confirmed that a Cabinet 
meeting on June 14 took a decision to that effect as per a proposal moved by the Ministry of Health and Population, but the 
details like price and when the vaccines will arrive were not immediately known.12 

The Department of Health Services on May 9 had informed that it had sent ventilators, oxygen concentrators, oxygen cylinders 

and other healthcare materials to 348 health institutions across the nation. Most of the hospitals have not received all the 

healthcare materials sent them.  The Department’s list states that it sent three ventilators to the Seti Provincial Hospital, but the 

hospital has said it has not received any ventilator from any source. The Mahakali Hospital has also said it has not received 

any healthcare material from the Department during the pandemic. The Bhaktapur Hospital has also said it has not received 

the ventilators it was supposed to get as stated in the Department’ list. 13 

Former ambassador Bijaykant Karna has commented that the vaccine diplomacy of the government has failed completely. It 

failed as Nepal lost its trustworthiness, he said while pointing out Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s strategy to use foreign policy 

to save his government as one of the responsible factors in the failure.14 

In the last week of May, President Bidhya Devi Bhandari was busy writing to several heads of states seeking their help in 

procuring COVID-19 vaccine for Nepal; but nothing has come of it as yet. The then foreign minister Pradeep Gyawali had 

announced that there would be a breakthrough on vaccine procurement within 15 days. Not only has there been no response 

on vaccines, there has not even been any “reciprocal response” on the President’s letters from any heads of states. Observers 

say that not receiving any response to the President’s letter for weeks is a diplomatic failure.15 

 

 
12 The Kathmandu Post 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

All seven provinces on June 15 unveiled their budgets for the next fiscal year 2021-22 putting maximum focus on constructing 
advanced healthcare systems and infrastructure, and allocating funds to vaccinate all people against the coronavirus.16 

The Bibeksheel Sajha Party has expressed its concern over the fact that the federal and provincial governments did not bring 
any program for the entrepreneurs affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in their budget for the upcoming fiscal year.17 

The District Administration Office Chitwan has extended the prohibitory orders till June 24.18 

The Federation of Nepal Chamber of Commerce and Industries has demanded the government keep entrepreneurs, laborers, 

and other workers in priority who are directly associated with the economy while giving the COVID-19 vaccine.19 

An oxygen plant has been set up at the Janakpur Sub-Metropolitan City of Province 2.20 

A non-governmental organization Pratima-Nima Memorial Academy has provided healthcare materials worth Rs 25,000,000 

needed for the treatment of COVID-19 patients to 13 government hospitals of Lumbini Province.21 

 
16 The Kathmandu Post 
17 Ratopati 
18 Baarhakhari 
19 Nayapatrika 
20 Onlinekhabar 
21 Onlinekhabar 
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International News  

The mutation of the Delta variant of COVID-19 — B.1.617.2.1 — has been reported in India. According to VK Pal, chief of the 
specialist group of the COVID-19 vaccine drive of India, they are studying the mutant variant, and one does not need to worry 
at present.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 Onlinekhabar 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   8 

 

Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN17MM_33B  
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