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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: June 16, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,681 new COVID-19 cases , 41 deaths on June 15; a total of 3,790 COVID-deaths were recorded in 
month of Jestha (May-June), the highest since the start of the pandemic; infection has not come down, just less number 
of tests being done, says health expert; 21 persons from Rawatbada village return home from isolation center after 
recovering from COVID-19; ex PM Jhalanath Khanal admitted in hospital for assumed post-COVID-19 symptoms 

• Government arranges free treatment for mucormycosis patients if infected while undergoing treatment for COVID-19  
• Health Ministry to buy 12,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine  
• Experts call for an equitable vaccination program; Family Welfare Division concede disregard for government directives 

leading to massive misappropriation in ongoing vaccination drive; tanker drivers withdraw protest, will be given COVID-
19 vaccine from June 16  

• Bridge at Manang’s Timang waterfall washed away by May 27 flood leading to difficulties in delivery of healthcare 
materials to the district hospital 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Attacks on women and children have gone up during the pandemic, 53 such cases reported daily across the country on 
an average 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal reported 1,681 new COVID-19 cases on June 15, and 41 deaths. The country’s recovery rate stands at 88.3 per cent 
while the fatality rate stands at 1.6 per cent.2 

The month of Jestha (May-June) saw the highest number of COVID-19 deaths in Nepal since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic. A total of 3,790 persons lost their lives when nearly 170,000 were infected with the COVID-19 in the said duration.3 

Dr Biraj Karmacharya, a public health expert at Dhulikhel Hospital, pointed out that the number of new cases of COVID-19 has 
not reduced in reality despite the data of the Ministry of Health and Population showing a decline in daily cases. He stated that 
the infection is increasing at the community level. The number of tests being done is less which is why a less number of cases 
is being seen than the real number of infections, he said.4 

The people in Rawatbada village of Tatopani Rural Municipality-6 of Jumla are happy as 21 people from the same village have 
returned home from the isolation center after recovering from COVID-19.5 

Former prime minister and UML leader Jhalanath Khanal has been admitted to Norvic International Hospital as he had a fever 
since the last nine days. Doctors treating him assume he is suffering from post-COVID-19 symptoms as he had tested positive 
on May 1 and recovered.6 

Mucormycosis (black fungus) has been seen in 16 COVID-19 infected people in Nepal as of now, according to the 
Epidemiology and Disease Control Division. The government has arranged free treatment if someone gets infected with 
mucormycosis while undergoing treatment for COVID-19. However, the infected person has to bear all the expenses if s/he 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nayapatrika 
4 Nagarik 
5 Nagarik 
6 The Himalayan Times 
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has to undergo surgery after the report of COVID-19 comes negative. It is difficult to get the medicines that the patients need to 
use after the surgery in Nepal.7 

The Ministry of Health and Population has decided to buy 12,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine. It sent the proposal to buy 

the said amount of vaccine sufficient to inoculate 6,000,000 persons (20 per cent of the population) to the Cabinet on June 14. 

The government is preparing to buy the Chinese vaccine Vero Cell. It is also preparing to buy vaccines produced in other 

countries if available.8 

Former foreign minister Pradeep Gyawali had said on May 28 that there will be a breakthrough on the issue of COVID-19 

vaccine within 15 days. He had also revealed that the government planned to buy 10,000,000 doses of vaccine from China and 

the USA. However, there are no signs of Nepal getting any vaccine as of now. None of the nations have said they will give the 

vaccine to Nepal. Nepal has not even received any response to the letters sent by President Bidhya Devi Bhandari to the 

heads of different nations requesting vaccine support.9 

The ongoing COVID-19 immunization program in Kathmandu restarted on June 14 after a suspension of three days. The 

Kathmandu Metropolitan City had returned 6,000 doses of the vaccine to Health Office, Kathmandu last week after it could not 

withstand the pressure of people seeking vaccination. The situation arose because of the authorities’ failure to ensure fair and 

equitable administration of vaccines, according to experts. It has been reported that clever and influential people have been 

getting jabs for themselves and for their people, according to public health expert Dr Sharad Onta. Government officials too 

concede this is happening across the country. The problem has arisen because of a lack of clarity on when the next lot of the 

vaccine will arrive, experts say. However, the government is nowhere close to securing any vaccine deal, according to an 

official at the Department of Health and Sciences.10 

The Family Welfare Division has said there has been a massive misuse of the Vero Cell vaccine. The government decided to 

give the vaccine to people aged 60-64, but people of other age groups have been found to be taking the jab, according to the 

 
7 Baarhakhari 
8 Nayapatrika 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 The Kathmandu Post 
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Division. It said that the public representatives of local levels as well as those people who are in the district coordination 

committee of COVID-19 vaccination drive were found to be misusing their approach to get the vaccine.11 

The tanker drivers have withdrawn their protest program after the government agreed to give them the COVID-19 vaccine.  

The drivers and helpers — of tankers supplying petroleum products in Bagmati Province — will be given the vaccine  

from June 16.12 

The organization department of Nepali Congress has asked the government to make its vaccination drive against COVID-19 

more effective.13 

Disabled people in Pokhara have demanded that they be prioritized for COVID-19 vaccines saying they were at higher risk 

than others and therefore should be protected and prioritized for the vaccine.14 

The Independent Transport Workers Association of Nepal has demanded that transport workers be given the COVID-19 

vaccine. The representatives met Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang to put forth their demand. 15 

The flood of May 27 swept away the temporary wooden bridge at the Timang waterfall of Chame Rural Municipality in Manang. 

It has become difficult to carry the oxygen cylinders and other healthcare materials for COVID-19 patients due to this — people 

are forced to cross the waterfall via a very risky temporary bridge. Lack of roads has affected the PCR tests too — the District 

Hospital of Manang is unable to send the swab samples to Pokhara for the test. The hospital has an ICU ward but lacks trained 

human resource to operate it.16 

Brutal attacks on women have increased markedly during the pandemic. According to the data of the Nepal Police, in three 

months from February to 13 to May 14, a total of 4,773 cases of violence against women and children have been reported. As 

 
11 Nagarik 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Baarhakhari 
14 The Kathmandu Post 
15 Onlinekhabar 
16 Nayapatrika 
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per the data on average 53 such cases are reported daily across the country. Nepal Police Spokesperson Senior 

Superintendent Basanta Bahadur Kunwar said the cases of violence against women and children have been rising every day 

despite most of the country remaining under prohibitory orders because the majority of perpetrators involved family members 

and acquaintances who saw the victims as easy targets.17 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Children who have lost their parents to COVID-19 will get Rs 5,000 per month as social security allowance in Gandaki 
Province. Likewise, the families of those who have lost their lives to COVID-19 will get Rs 50,000. It was revealed during the 
Province’s budget announcement on June 15. According to Krishna Chandra Nepali, Chief Minister of the Gandaki Province, 
they have focused their budget on the control of COVID-19.18 

The Bagmati Province has allocated Rs 2,000,000,000 to provide free vaccines to its citizens, along with Rs 3,000 per month 
as allowance for the children who have lost their guardians to COVID-19. It was revealed during the announcement of the 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year on June 15.19 

The Sudurpaschim Provincial government has allocated Rs 2,425,890,000 for the health sector in its budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year — the access to vaccine and quality improvement of laboratories are a part of this budget announcement.20 

The Karnali Provincial government has allocated Rs 539,300,000 for the control of COVID-19 pandemic for the upcoming fiscal 

 
17 The Kathmandu Post 
18 Onlinekhabar 
19 Onlinekhabar 
20 Ratopati 
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year — providing free vaccines to all, setting up of oxygen plants, and setting up of health desks are some of the programs the 
budget will address.21  

The Bagmati Province will focus its upcoming budget on the control of COVID-19 pandemic along with the health sector.22 

The Province 2 government has allocated Rs 200,000,000 to buy oxygen cylinders, remdesivir, COVID-19 test kits and other 
healthcare materials needed to control the COVID-19 pandemic. It was revealed during the announcement of its budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year on June 15.23 

Province 1 government has allocated Rs 440,000,000 for the upcoming fiscal year for the control of COVID-19 pandemic. It 
was revealed at the provincial government’s budget announcement on June 15.24 

Minister of Economic Affairs and Planning of Lumbini Province Baijanath Chaudhary has informed that the provincial 
government has allocated the budget required for testing needed to control the COVID-19 pandemic, to ease the supply of 
oxygen, to arrange for free treatment of COVID-19 patients, and to manage the quarantine and isolation centers for the 
upcoming fiscal year. The budget was announced on June 15.25 

The District Administration Office of Bajhang has given permission for the reopening of all sectors except party palaces, hotels 
and crowded areas. The decision comes after the district recorded just 350 active cases of COVID-19.26 

Tanahun District Administration Office has decided to extend the prohibitory orders till June 21 as the number of coronavirus 
cases has not decreased.27 

The prohibitory orders have been extended till June 22 with some relaxations in Dang.28 

 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 Annapurna Post 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 Onlinekhabar 
26 Baarhakhari 
27 The Himalayan Times 
28 Onlinekhabar 
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The schedule to reopen schools has been affected in Birgunj after the local administration extended the prohibitory orders till 
June 20. The Birgunj Metropolitan City originally planned to reopen schools from June 15.29 

The relaxed prohibitory orders in Kathmandu Valley has increased traffic jams in the city, according to the Metropolitan Traffic 
Police Division.30 

The employees at Kohalpur-based Nepalgunj Medical College have started an agitation citing delay in their remuneration. 

They started their agitation from June 14 saying they have not received salary and allowance for the past four months.31 

The film workers have demanded the government provide the filmmakers 50 per cent grant assistance on the total investment 

of films made before the COVID-19 pandemic which could not be released. They have also asked the government to provide 

50 per cent grant assistance on the total loss the film halls have suffered due to the lockdown and prohibitory orders.32 

The decennial 12th national population census, which was earlier postponed to the next fiscal year due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, still looks uncertain amid the continued threat of the pandemic and planned mid-term parliament elections in 

November and the local elections.33 

The Supreme Court has ordered the Ministry of Finance to collect taxes 30 days after the prohibitory orders are lifted.34 

The tea garden of former king Gyandendra Shah in Damak of Jhapa will be shut down after most of the laborers working there 

have tested positive for COVID-19.35  

The Kathmandu District Administration Office has fined the owner of Elite Fitness Center in Teku Rs 100,000 for opening a 

 
29 Onlinekhabar 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 The Himalayan Times 
32 Baarhakhari 
33 The Kathmandu Post 
34 Setopati 
35 Nayapatrika 
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gym during the prohibitory orders.36 

HELP and AID 

Healthcare materials including oxygen concentrators, masks, and sanitizers provided by the Nepal Medical Association and 

other organizations have been distributed to all local levels of Sindhupalchowk.37 

Three donor agencies — Shanghai Jade Buddha Temple (China), Shanghai Jue Qun Cultural & Educational Foundation 

(China), and Tan Ngak Buay, and Kee Meng Lang Foundation Ltd (Singapore) — have provided medical supplies to Nepal to 

fight the COVID-19 crisis.38 

Relief has been distributed to 105 poor households in Wards 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of the Biratnagar Metropolitan City who have 

been affected by the prolonged prohibitory orders.39 

Calling for support from international community, Amnesty International has urged Nepal’s politicians to set aside their 

differences and take decisive action in the coming weeks to save thousands of lives as the country endures a harsh second 

wave of COVID-19.40 

Former Speaker Onsari Gharti and former minister Barshaman Pun have distributed healthcare materials — oxygen 

concentrators, oxygen bags, masks, Antigen test kits among others — in Rolpa.41 

HOSPITALS and HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 

The Ministry of Health and Population has prepared to allocate a COVID-19 Unified Provincial Hospital in each of the seven 

provinces. According to Dr Jageshwar Gautam, Chief of the COVID-19 Unified Central Hospital, they will allocate the hospitals 

 
36 Setopati 
37 Onlinekhabar 
38 The Himalayan Times 
39 The Kathmandu Post 
40 The Himalayan Times 
41 Onlinekhabar 
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that are currently under the federal government as the COVID-19 unified hospitals of the provinces.42 

A 10-bed ICU has come into operation at Rapti Academy of Health Sciences in Ghorahi of Dang from June 15. It is also 

preparing to operate a 20-bed ICU, 10-bed pre-ICU and six-bed NICU for children keeping in mind the possibility of children 

being more affected in the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic.43 

Nepal Police has arrested two persons from Lokanthali of Bhaktapur for producing low-quality hand sanitizers. It had raided  

the godown of Medigraph Group of Companies and found that it had been using methanol chemical deemed harmful  

to human health.44 

International News  

Many Indian states eased coronavirus restrictions on June 14 including the capital Delhi. Experts have cautioned against a full 
reopening as India has vaccinated only about 5 per cent of its estimated 950 million adults with the necessary two doses, 
leaving millions vulnerable.45 

 

 

 

 

 

 
42 Baarhakhari 
43 Setopati 
44 Setopati 
45 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN16MM_32B  
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