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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
      Date: June 14, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,694 new COVID-19 infections, 46 deaths on June 13, lowest daily infection since April 19; people of all 
age groups in Nepal will be at risk in third COVID-19 pandemic wave, warn health experts; no health protocols followed 
in Sindhuil’s Madhibazar; infections increasing in Ramechhap with 80 per cent swabs testing positive, while Rupandehi, 
Banke, Dang see drop in cases  

• Lack of risk communication strategy to blame for healthcare workers being manhandled, people not taking risk of 
infection seriously, opine experts  

• President of Nepal Medical Council Dr Bhagwan Koirala says Nepal lacks experts in critical care, need to create a team 
under leadership of Critical Care Super Specialist(s) to operate ICUs  

• Freed haliya families in Bajura hit hard due to pandemic-induced crisis; Chepangs of Chitwan have not eaten any food 
grain in the past one week; Sadaya and Dalit communities of Siraha’s Golbazar suffering from starvation  

• 70 per cent of those who’ve lost their jobs due to COVID-19 in Nepal are women; number of children in child labor has 
risen to 160 million worldwide, millions more at risk due to COVID-19  

• Entertainment sector hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic; 25 laborers from entertainment industry have committed 
suicide in past one-and-half months 

 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal to get AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccines under COVAX; expected 348,000 doses of vaccine will not be enough 
to administer booster dose to 65-plus group who’ve got their first dose; government to write to the UK requesting 
AstraZeneca vaccine to administer booster dose to 65-plus population, according to Health Minister Sher Bahadur 
Tamang  

• Government directives not being followed, close ones of healthcare workers, political parties not from 60-64 age group 
getting vaccinated; government warns of immediate action against those flouting directives; very few elderly in 
Rupandehi get vaccinated due to rumors surrounding Chinese vaccine, many in Lumbini Province reluctant to get 
vaccinated; tanker drivers halt supply of petroleum products in the Valley demanding they be vaccinated; Kathmandu to 
resume vaccination drive on June 14 

 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal reported 1,694 new COVID-19 infections and 46 deaths on June 13. This is the lowest daily infections recorded in the 
country since April 19. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate climbed to 87.3 per cent as compared to 86.9 per cent on June 12.2 

People of all age groups in Nepal will be at risk of the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to health experts. Only 
about eight per cent population have taken the COVID-19 vaccine, and there is no certainty of the remaining population getting 
the shot. In such a situation, the age groups that have not taken the vaccine including children below the age of 18 are at risk, 
they have stated.3 

No public health protocols were followed at Madhibazar of Kamalamai Municipality, Sindhuli. There was a crowd of sellers and 
buyers at the weekly Saturday market despite the prohibitory orders issued in the district. Neither were the police personnel 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nagarik 
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interested in controlling the crowd, nor the public concerned about it. The locals are worried the COVID-19 infection might 
spread if social distancing and other public health protocols are not followed in the market.4 

The number of people infected with COVID-19 has been increasing in the rural areas of Ramechhap. People showing COVID-
19-like symptoms can be found in every household of most of the villages of the district. In the Antigen tests, 80 per cent of the 
cases have come out as positive. Not following public health protocol has increased the infection, according to Bhuwan Thapa, 
Officer of the District Health Office.5 

The number of COVID-19 cases has reduced in Rupandehi, Banke, and Dang of Lumbini Province, which had become the 
hotspots of the infection until three weeks ago. With the drop in infections, the pressure of patients in hospitals has also 
decreased. The beds allocated for COVID-19 positive patient are also emptying.6 

The beds of private and government hospitals in Kathmandu Valley allocated for the COVID-19 infected patients have started 
emptying. According to the Ministry of Health and Population, there are 2,769 general and HDU beds for COVID-19 infected 
patients in these hospitals, but only 1,018 people had been undergoing treatment in these beds as of 2:00 pm on June 12. 
However, it is still difficult to get ICU beds.7 

The Ministry of Health and Population has said it has not been able to conduct the tests for COVID-19 as per the target set in 
recent days. According to Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson at the Ministry, the tests being done at present are just 
half the capacity of the government. This is the reason behind the reduction in the number of new cases of COVID-19, as per 
Dr Paudel. The test positivity rate of Nepal is at 22.5 per cent this week.8 

After the latest round of vaccination began on June 8, there have been reports of healthcare workers in various districts being 
abused and manhandled by people for not being inoculated, according to officials at the Ministry of Health and Population 
(MoHP). As the infection has spread throughout the country and it is said that vaccines are a reliable medium to lessen the 
severity and the risk of deaths due to the infection, more people are now willing to get the jabs as compared to the earlier 
phase of vaccination when those above 65 were given their first dose. The official view of MoHP is that such incidents of 

 
4 Kantipur 
5 Annapurna Post 
6 Kantipur 
7 Kantipur 
8 Baarhakhari 
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conflict are not unnatural. We changed the priority group at the last hour and that might have infuriated some people, according 
to Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson, MoHP. Experts say a lack of risk communication strategy is to blame not 
only for poor communication and the subsequent manhandling of healthcare workers, but also for people not taking the risk of 
infection seriously. The lack of trust in the government is responsible for people resorting to violence, according to them.9 

A group of youth beat up two doctors of the Ayurvedic Hospital in Karnali Province — they had been returning home after their 
duty hours at the COVID-19 hospital. The reason for the attack is yet to be revealed.10 

A total of 1,261 COVID-19 infected people are undergoing treatment at ICUs, while 382 are hooked to ventilators in Nepal, 

according to a recent data of the Ministry of Health and Population. The daily rate of COVID-19 infection has been decreasing, 

but there has not been a satisfactory decline in the number of patients undergoing treatment in the ICUs and ventilators. 

According to the doctors and data of hospitals, there have been rare cases of people recovering and returning home after 

needing ICU or ventilator support. The number of COVID-19 infected patients in the ICUs and ventilators has decreased 

mostly after the death of patients undergoing treatment there. Dr Bhagwan Koirala, President of Nepal Medical Council, says 

many patients have lost lives due to lack of right treatment as Nepal lacks experts in critical care. There is a need for a team 

under the leadership of a Critical Care Super Specialist to operate an ICU, but none of the government hospitals have created 

a position for human resources needed for critical care yet.11 

The freed haliya families in Bajura have been hit hard due to the crisis induced by the pandemic. According to freed haliya 

Manabir Luwar, there are 48 freed haliya families in Pipaldali in Budhinanda Municipality-1 and they are facing serious food 

crisis. As the families didn’t have anything to earn their living, some of them returned to their old masters by leaving their 

homes, according to local civil society leader Janesh Bhandari.12 

 
9 The Kathmandu Post 
10 Nagarik 
11 Nayapatrika 
12 The Himalayan Times 
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The prohibitory orders issued to control the COVID-19 pandemic have affected people from the Chepang community of 

Chitwan who are daily wage laborers. Forty-five families of Pambung and Pangthali of Raksirang Rural Municipality in Chitwan 

have not eaten any food grain for the past one week. The children go to the forests in search of roots for survival.13 

The people from the Sadaya (Musahar) community and Dalit community of Golbazar Municipality and Karjanha Municipality 

respectively of Siraha district survive working as daily wage laborers. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has robbed them of 

their jobs and they are suffering from starvation. They don’t even have money to get proper treatment when infected with 

COVID-19. Many have lost lives to the pandemic.14 

About 70 per cent of the population in Nepal who have lost their jobs due to the COVID-19 are women, according to Bandana 

Rana, Member of the Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women of the United Nations.15 

The number of children in child labor has risen to 160 million worldwide — an increase of 8.4 million in the last four years — 

with millions more at risk due to the impacts of COVID-19, according to a new report by the International Labor Organization 

and the United Nations Children’s Fund.16 

Minister for Women, Children and Senior Citizens Chanda Chaudhary has asked the government and stakeholders to work in 

unison to secure the welfare of vulnerable groups such as women, children, senior citizens and people with disabilities. Stating 

that COVID-19 has adversely impacted the economy and trade, Chaudhary stressed the need to launch skill-based livelihood 

programs for women to link them with businesses and enterprises.17 

The entertainment sector of Nepal is in crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Nearly 15-20 film halls have shut down 

permanently. The nightclubs, dance bars, dohori restaurants among others are also affected. The government has been 

shutting down such entertainment businesses citing them as places that cause crowds even before the imposition of lockdown 

 
13 Kantipur 
14 Nagarik 
15 Annapurna Post 
16 The Himalayan Times 
17 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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or prohibitory orders. Usually, these places are not allowed to open even when prohibitory orders are loosened. The 

stakeholders are looking forward to the government’s help to revive their businesses hit by the pandemic.18 

In the past one-and-a-half months of prohibitory orders issued in the country, 25 laborers of the entertainment sector have 

committed suicide. The laborers of the entertainment sector are suffering as they have lost their jobs and have been facing 

financial and psychological problems.19 

The COVAX program is set to provide some doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Nepal after a week. It will be providing the vaccine 

produced by AstraZeneca. According to Dr Taranath Pokharel, Chief of Family Welfare Division, COVAX has hinted at giving 

the vaccine to Nepal, but it hasn’t confirmed the doses.20 

Around 1.4 million people aged 65 and above were given the first dose of Covishield vaccine between March 7 and 15. 

However with no possibility of timely procurement of the second dose, the Ministry of Health and Population widened the gap 

between the first and second doses of Covishield from 8 to 12 weeks, to 16 weeks though it is learnt Nepal will get 348,000 

doses under COVAX facility by July. Even if some of the 348,000 vaccines are given to those aged 65 and above, it will have 

been 18 weeks since the first dose. The delay has its own complications like antibodies developed by the vaccine in people 

who have taken the first dose may decline if the second is not given on time. With the COVAX facility providing only about a 

fourth of the needed quantity for the second dose, Nepal’s immediate vaccine problem will not be resolved.21 

Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang has said the government is preparing to write a letter to the British 

government asking for AstraZeneca’s vaccine for Nepal. In the letter, they will mention that the population above the age of 65 

has been unable to get the second dose of vaccine, as per Tamang, and he is hopeful Britain will provide the vaccine.22 

ONGOING VACCINATION DRIVE 

 
18 Nayapatrika 
19 Annapurna Post 
20 Nagarik 
21 The Kathmandu Post 
22 Baarhakhari 
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The Belaka Municipality of Udayapur has administered the COVID-19 vaccine on the basis of affiliation to political parties. The 

letters sent to the wards by Mayor Durga Prasad Thapa instruct 10 doses of vaccines to be given to members of national 

political parties, and three doses of vaccines to the local levels.23 

There has been disregard of government directives regarding COVID-19 vaccination in Ramechhap. People of age groups 

other than the 62-64 age group specified by the government are found to be taking the shots — most of them the near and 

dear ones of healthcare workers, political parties, among others.24 

The relatives and those staying on rent in the house of a staff member working at the Khoplang Health Post of Palungtar 

Municipality of Gorkha have taken the COVID-19 vaccine though none of them were eligible for the vaccine in this phase.25 

The Ministry of Health and Population has said if any irregularity is found in the distribution of free vaccines provided by the 

government, those responsible will be investigated. The investigation process for anyone breaking the vaccine protocol and 

misusing it will begin immediately, according to Dr Jhalak Gautam, Chief of the Immunization Division.26 

The Ministry of Health and Population has said people in the high-risk groups are being given COVID-19 vaccine on priority 

basis as Nepal does not have enough vaccine. Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at the Ministry, has asked all to 

facilitate in helping the target population (60-64 age group) get the vaccine in the ongoing vaccination drive.27 

Very few elderly citizens aged 62-64 took the first dose of Vero Cell vaccine in Marchawari Mai, Omsatiya, and Samarimai rural 

Municipalities of Rupandehi due to fake information about the vaccine that spread across the villages. According to 

Keshavanandan Baniya, Chairperson of Marchawari Mai Rural Municipality, there is a rumor across the villages that the 

 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 Annapurna Post 
25 Annapurna Post 
26 Baarhakhari 
27 Ratopati 
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Chinese vaccine makes a person die within three-four years of taking it, and that the government sent the Chinese vaccine 

instead of Indian vaccine to kill people as it is unable to give senior citizens’ allowance to the elderly population.28 

Many people in Lumbini Province seem to be fearful of the COVID-19 vaccine. Owing to the low participation, various local 

units in the Province have decided to extend the vaccination drive by a couple of days. According to healthcare workers, 

people are hesitant to get the jab due to various rumors about the side effects of the vaccine.29 

People have shown interest in getting the COVID-19 vaccine this time in Ramechhap. When the government had rolled out the 

vaccination drive to inoculate frontliners with the Covishield vaccine for the first time, most of them refused to take the shot 

fearing  getting a fever or body aches. Now, the same people have been requesting that they be given the vaccine at any cost, 

according to Keshav Prasad Phunyal, Chief of Health Department at Manthali Municipality.30 

Tanker drivers have halted the supply of petroleum products in the Valley stating that the government has not given them the 

COVID-19 vaccine. The Nepal Tanker Drivers Association has called for a protest.31 

Petroleum dealers have expressed their solidarity with the protest program of the tanker drivers who have stopped delivery of 

fuel in the Bagmati Province from June 13, demanding COVID-19 vaccine. The Nepal Petroleum Dealers’ Association has 

demanded the government to provide its members with the vaccine immediately.32 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City will resume its COVID-19 vaccination drive on June 14 and 15. It had stopped the drive 

earlier due to shortage of the vaccine. People aged 60 and 61 will be inoculated on these two days.33 

A total of 10, 043 people in the age group of 60-64 years have taken the first dose of the Chinese Vero Cell vaccine in two 

 
28 Nayapatrika 
29 The Kathmandu Post 
30 Kantipur 
31 Onlinekhabar 
32 Onlinekhabar 
33 Onlinekhabar 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   10 

days in Bhaktapur.34 

More than 18,000 people in Kathmandu Metropolitan City have got vaccinated against COVID-19 in the past two days.35 

Nearly 8,000 senior citizens aged 62-64 have been inoculated with the first dose of Vero Cell vaccine in Dang.36 

Legal professionals were administered the second dose COVID-19 vaccine in the building of the Nepal Bar Association in 

Kathmandu on June 13.37  

The Birgunj Chamber of Commerce and Industry has requested the Ministry of Health and Population to provide COVID-19 

vaccines to laborers working in Birgunj-Pathalaiya Industrial Corridor project.38 

The government has been saying that those who have filled up the online forms for COVID-19 vaccines won’t get the vaccine 

immediately. They were asked to fill up the form with an objective to help the government map the demand for vaccine, 

arrange the vaccine distribution, and also to ensure people need not stay in line at immunization centers when their turn to get 

the vaccine comes.39 

 

 

 

 

 
34 Annapurna Post 
35 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
36 Onlinekhabar 
37 Onlinekhabar 
38 The Kathmandu Post 
39 Baarhakhari 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The prohibitory orders in Kathmandu Valley, which were on till June 14, have been extended for one more week. The 
restrictions have been relaxed to an extent —food and grocery stores, as well as book stores will be allowed to open till 11:00 
am. Online home delivery services will also be allowed to operate.40 

The public will now be allowed to go for morning and evening walks during the prohibitory orders in Kathmandu Valley, as per 
Prem Prasad Bhattarai, Chief District Officer of Bhaktapur.41 

Prohibitory orders have been extended till June 21 in Jhapa. However, the restrictions have been relaxed in a few sectors — 
agriculture, food, seeds, and workshop — to ease public life.42 

New studies have found that the COVID-19 virus may cause diabetes in addition to pneumonia and other health problems. The 
virus may infect and destroy certain cells that are crucial for keeping diabetes at bay.43 

Most Nepalis have been staying inside their homes due to the prohibitory orders, while many COVID-19 infected are staying in 
home isolation. As they have not been under direct sunlight, people may suffer from Vitamin D deficiency, according to 
doctors. There are high chances of people suffering from the deficiency being infected with COVID-19, as per orthopedic 
specialist Dr Ganesh Gurung.44 

Remdesivir has been found to be ineffective in the treatment of COVID-19, and the World Health Organization has already 
removed it from the list of medicines used for COVID-19 treatment. Yet 45,000 vials of remdesivir have been imported to Nepal 

 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Setopati 
42 Setopati 
43 Nagarik 
44 Annapurna Post 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   12 

since the beginning of the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. It costs Rs 5,100 for vial but is being sold at Rs 20,000 to 
Rs 30,000 per vial here.45 

The newly-appointed Minister for Home Affairs Khagaraj Adhikari has instructed the district administration offices and security 

agencies to present an action plan to reopen businesses that have been shut down due to the prohibitory orders keeping all 

health protocols to be followed in mind.46 

There has been no implementation of the Supreme Court’s interim order not to stop home delivery of essential goods during 

the prohibitory orders. It has been three days since the order was passed, yet the District Administration offices of Kathmandu, 

Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur have said they have not received the Supreme Court’s letter to implement the order, according to 

Sagar Dev Bhatt, President of e-Commerce Association.47 

The Ministry of Home Affairs on June 11 issued a 12-point circular to all district administration offices and subordinate security 

agencies, directing them to actively work in the fight against COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen the law and order.48 

The provincial governments have given priority to control the COVID-19 pandemic while making plans to inoculate their 

citizens with the COVID-19 vaccine. It was informed in the policies and plans for the upcoming fiscal year revealed on June 10 

by the provincial governments of five provinces — Province1, Province 2, Bagmati Province, Karnali Province, and 

Sudurpaschim Province. They have given continuity to most of the old programs while putting the health sector in priority.49 

The policies and programs of Karnali Province for the upcoming fiscal year will focus on the COVID-19 pandemic. Construction 

of isolation and quarantine facilities along with management of oxygen plants, concentrators, cylinders, along with ventilators 

are part of the program.50  

 
45 Nayapatrika 
46 Kantipur 
47 Kantipur 
48 The Himalayan Times 
49  Nayapatrika 
50 Nagarik 
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Nepal’s sole importer of liquid oxygen Shankar Oxygen Gas plans to turn manufacturer and is preparing to set up a plant in 

Bhairahawa to produce the life-saving gas, the first in the country. We will no longer need to import liquid oxygen from India 

after we set up the plant, according to Managing Director Shankar Lal Agrawal of Shankar Oxygen Gas. Hospitals with facilities 

to use liquid oxygen say it is much easier than using oxygen in cylinders as the gas can be piped into the patients’ rooms 

directly from the tanks.51 

The Shankar Gas Industries is going to set up a liquid oxygen plant at Rohini Rural Municipality of Rupandehi. It can produce 

60 metric tons of oxygen and two metric tons of nitrogen per day. Its Managing Director Shankar Agrawal claimed it to be the 

first and the biggest liquid oxygen plant in the country.52 

Government agencies as well as the private sector have been importing oxygen cylinders from China via the Rasua Gadhi 

check-post — a total of 10,000 cylinders have been imported as of now since Baisakh (April-May).53 

The Nepali Congress demanded that the government intensify diplomatic efforts to manage COVID-19 vaccines for all Nepalis 

as vaccination was the only effective solution to the pandemic.54  

HOPSITALS and HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 

Sahid Lakhan Rural Municipality of Gorkha has used the Bungkot Health Post as an alternative isolation center to keep the 

COVID-19-infected. As such the health post, which was almost empty with no facilities before the COVID-19 pandemic, has 

been well-equipped with health equipment and human resources at present. Along with ambulances, it has arranged for 

oxygen concentrators, oxygen cylinders, oximeters among others with support received from all levels of governments as well 

as from people and organizations from different parts of the world.55 

 
51 The Kathmandu Post 
52 Onlinekhabar 
53 Ratopati 
54 The Himalayan Times 
55 Annapurna Post 
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Health infrastructure needed for the treatment of people infected with COVID-19 are being added to different hospitals of 

Kavre. Ventilators, oxygen concentrators are some of the equipment that have been added to the hospitals at present. 56 

On June 5, the Ministry of Health and Population had directed hospitals across the country to allocate 20 per cent of their beds 

for the treatment of children infected with COVID-19, but most of the government hospitals in Sudurpaschim Province lack the 

resources to follow the directive of the federal government. The situation is similar in Lumbini Province.57 

Norvic Hospital will resume its OPD service from June 13. The hospital had shut down its OPD service after the COVID-19 

infection started spreading rapidly in the country.58 

DUTY and RESPONSIBILITIES  

Pregnant and lactating healthcare workers in Bhojpur are facing different problems due to their job. They fear getting infected 

with COVID-19 along with facing problems of breastfeeding their child while on duty as they are wearing PPEs. They are also 

afraid of infecting their children and families.59 

The Tatopani Rural Municipality of Jumla has been efficiently managing people infected with COVID-19. It has kept all infected 

people in institutionalized isolation, except for four COVID-19 positive people who are asymptomatic. The healthcare workers 

have been mobilized in the village to make people aware of the risk of the infection.60 

Mayor of Belaka Municipality Durga Kumar Thapa has been arranging vehicles to carry people in the age group of 62-64 years 

to reach the vaccination center to get vaccinated against COVID-19. He has made the arrangements so as to ensure every 

one of the target group gets the vaccine amidst the travel restrictions during the prohibitory orders.61 

 
56 Kantipur 
57 The Kathmandu Post 
58 Annapurna Post 
59 Annapurna Post 
60 Nagarik 
61 Annapurna Post 
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A tipper belonging to Badimalika Municipality that used to carry garbage is being used to manage the bodies of COVID-19 

victims due to lack of a hearse in Bajura. Acting Chief of Bajura District Hospital Prakash Joshi said the tipper was carrying the 

bodies as other vehicles did not want to carry them.62 

The District Administration Office Kathmandu has penalized Aswil Shrestha Rs 400,000 for opening his hotel — United 

Business Hotel — during the period of prohibitory orders.63 

HELP and AID 

The employees of Sadananda Municipality and its different wards have handed over healthcare materials they bought with 

their salaries to the temporary COVID-19 hospital there.64 

The Danish Red Cross has handed over bags used for management of bodies in crisis situations such as COVID-19, floods 

and landslides. The support was given in view of the shortage of bags to manage the bodies of COVID-infected persons at the 

local levels.65 

The UNDP-Nepal on June 11 handed over medical equipment and supplies to help Nepal fight the COVID-19 pandemic.66 

As part of its ‘Neighborhood First’ policy, medical equipment and supplies worth Rs 28.80 crore provided by the Indian Army 

were handed over to the Nepal Army on June 11.67 

Dr Mukti Shrestha, leader of Nepali Congress and former president of Nepal Medical Association, has handed over healthcare 

materials worth Rs 2,500,000 to different local levels of Arghakhanchi district to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.68 

 
62 The Himalayan Times 
63 Onlinekhabar 
64 Annapurna Post 
65 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
66 The Himalayan Times 
67 The Himalayan Times 
68 Annapurna Post 
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The Kavre Service Society Saudi Arabia has handed over 12 oxygen concentrators to the Chief District Office of Kavre 

Shivaram Pokharel to be used for the treatment of COVID-19 patients.69 

The Gorkha Welfare Organization has provided healthcare materials — oxygen concentrators, pulse oximeters, and PPE kits 

— worth Rs 4,300,000 to the hospitals of Udayapur.70 

The Suaahara Project of UNDP and USAID handed over healthcare materials worth Rs 6,250,000 to the Province 1 

government to fight against COVID-19.71 

Help Nepal Network has provided support to the National Innovation Center for the production of healthcare materials needed 

for the treatment of COVID-19 patients.72 

Shannan City of Tibet, which shares sister-city relation with Bhaktapur Municipality, has provided healthcare materials — 

ventilators, oxygen concentrators, ICU beds — to the Khwopa Hospital of Bhaktapur.73 

International News  

Health officials and experts around the world on June 10 welcomed a US plan to donate 50 million more COVID-19 vaccines  
to developing countries, but the celebrations came with hesitation. For instance, when exactly will those vaccines reach  
the regions left behind in the global race? And how many other wealthy nations will follow the lead of the US to fill the  
gaping need? 74 

 
69 Annapurna Post 
70 Annapurna Post 
71 Onlinekhabar 
72 Baarhakhari 
73 Ratopati 
74 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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British Prime Minister Boris Johnson expects the Group of Seven to agree to donate 1 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses to 
poorer countries during its summit starting on June 11 and help inoculate the world by the end of next year.75 

British Foreign Minister Dominic Raab said on June 11 there was no doubt some countries were using the vaccines as a 
diplomatic tool to secure influence but Britain did not support so-called vaccine diplomacy. Western diplomats Russia and 
China are using their vaccines to gain influence across the world, especially in poorer countries that do not have their own 
production or the means to buy shots on the international market.76 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken stressed the need for cooperation and transparency over the origins of COVID-19 in a 
call with his Chinese counterpart Yang Jiechi on June 11. Yang’s, China’s top diplomat, expressed Beijing’s serious concern to 
Blinken that some people in the US were spreading the “absurd story” about the coronavirus escaping from a Wuhan 
laboratory, Chinese state media said.77  

Singapore will slowly begin easing a month-long partial lockdown from next week after the curbs succeeded in stemming a 
coronavirus outbreak, authorities said on June 10.78 

The discovery of several thousands of unreported deaths in the Indian state of Bihar has raised suspicion that many more 
coronavirus victims have not been included in official figures. The health department of Bihar revised its total COVID-19 related 
death toll to more than 9,429 from about 5,424 on June 9.79 

Police in rural India have made some citizens who have not been vaccinated against coronavirus wear signs with a skull and 
crossbones, the universal symbol for danger, stoking anger. Officers in the Niwari District of Madhya Pradesh state said they 
introduced the policy to encourage more vaccinations.80 

Russia’s national coronavirus taskforce reported that the country’s tally of daily new infections has risen by nearly 50 per cent 

 
75 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
76 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
77 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
78 Agence France Presse (in The Himalayan Times) 
79 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
80 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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over the past week and more than doubled in Moscow.81 

Moscow’s Mayor declared a public holiday for the next week to combat a surge in COVID-19 cases.82 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 
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