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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

      Date: June 10, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 3,449 new COVID-19 cases, 81 deaths on June 9; COVID-19 cases declining but risk of spread of 
infection still exists unless two-thirds of population inoculated, say experts; no reduction in rate of infection in children 
below 5 years of age; chain of coronavirus yet to be broken in rural Nepal  

• 56,740 person aged 60-64 inoculated on first day of ongoing COVID-19 vaccination drive; Hetaunda Mayor halts 
vaccination drive saying every citizen needs to be vaccinated, not just the few in a particular age group as specified by 
the government; vaccination stopped in some places of Rupandehi as public representatives demand their relatives and 
party workers be inoculated  

• Dramatic rise in COVID-19 cases in Bajura overwhelms district’s health facilities  

• Mass Antigen Testing drive is a failure in Kathmandu Metropolitan City 
 
 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• People throng state-owned groceries to get foodstuff at subsidized rates only to be disappointed  
• Questions raised over how equitable a Valley-focused COVID-19 vaccination drive is  
• Analysts say Nepal facing threats of a coronavirus as well as a political pandemic 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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 ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal reported 3,449 fresh cases of COVID-19 on June 9, and 81 deaths. The daily COVID-19 count in Nepal has been on a 
constant decline of late. However, it is to be noted that the number of daily PCR tests conducted too have decreased in recent 
weeks. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate climbed to 85.2 per cent as opposed to 84.7 per cent on June 8.2 

COVID-19 infection has been declining in the country in the past one week, but there has been no significant change in the 
death rate. Health experts have warned that unless two-thirds of the population is vaccinated against COVID-19, and public 
health protocols are followed strictly, the risk of the infection spreading again will be there.3 

The data of PCR and Antigen Tests of the past one week shows that there has been a decline in the number of COVID-19 
infected people, but this is not true in the case of children. There has been no reduction of the infection in children below the 
age of five, according to Dr RP Bichha, Director of Kanti Children’s Hospital. He also informed that Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome is seen in children who have recovered from the infection.4 

The number of COVID-19 infected people has been increasing in the rural areas of Lumbini Province. This is because COVID-
19 tests have not been increased in the villages, according to health experts, and as people are not tested, they are going 
around freely despite showing COVID-19-like symptoms, and tend to visit hospitals only after becoming critically ill.5 

The prohibitory orders have slowed the spread of COVID-19 infection in urban areas, reducing the cases of daily infection. 
However, critically ill COVID-19 patients are still being taken to hospitals, according to Dr Sarad Chandra Baral, COVID-19 
focal person of Western Regional Hospital. The chain of the infection is yet to be broken in rural areas, he said.6  

The COVID-19 infection has started to decline in Dang. As such the hospital beds there have started emptying. There used to 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Kantipur 
4 Kantipur 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nagarik 
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be difficulty for the infected to get hospital beds two weeks ago.7 

The report of 23 people out of 25 tested for COVID-19 came back positive in Ranka village of Tatopani Rural  
Municipality of Jumla.8 

Thirty-seven traffic police personnel deployed in five districts of Province 1 have tested positive for COVID-19.9 

A total of 56,740 people aged 60-64 took the first jab of Vero Cell vaccine across the nation on the first day of the vaccination 
drive on June 8.10 

Mayor of Hetaunda Sub-Metropolitan City Hari Bahadur Mahat has stopped the vaccination drive in the area stating that every 
citizen of the metropolis is at risk of COVID-19 infection, and everyone should be given the vaccine. The government should 
vaccinate all residents of Hetaunda, and not only the people of an age group specified by the government, he said.11 

The COVID-19 vaccination drive has been stopped in some places of Rupandehi — Tilottama Municipality, Siddharthanagar 
Municipality, Omsatiya Rural Municipality, and Marchawari Rural Municipality — after the public representatives there 
pressurized the healthcare workers to inoculate their relatives and cadres of political parties.12 

Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang has said the players and other people from the sports sector will also 
be kept in priority for the vaccination against COVID-19.13 

Cases of COVID-19 infection have gone up dramatically in all nine local levels of Bajura, overwhelming health facilities in the 

district. The district does not have enough health facilities and the available health facilities are treating patients at full capacity. 

 
7 Baarhakhari 
8 Nagarik 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Baarhakhari 
11 Ratopati 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Onlinekhabar 
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Due to lack of space, COVID-19 patients are being treated on the floor and even on stretchers at the Dahakot Health Post of 

Gaumul Rural Municipality. As many as 18 people have been infected with the virus in the surroundings of the health post.14 

As part of government’s plan to limit the COVID-19 spread through mass Antigen Testing across the country, Hiradevi Pokhrel, 

a member of the Kathmandu Metropolitan City’s Ward-32 asked ward officials to carry out the tests on all vegetable shop 

owners at Koteshwore. However, as the officials visited the area early in the morning on May 28 and set up the testing camp, 

the vegetable vendors closed their shops and went home. None of them showed up, maybe because they fear testing positive 

as they will be out of business for several days in that case, according to Pokhrel. The same was the case when officials 

visited Koteshwore again on June 7. The mass testing campaign has received a poor response from the public allegedly due to 

fear of stigmatization and lack of awareness.15 

Crowds had gathered in front of the Sal Trading Corporation at Kalimati after the budget statement for the upcoming fiscal year 

promised relief to customers. However, most customers were not satisfied at having to wait for hours to get small quantities of 

food items. Salt Trading Corporation and Food Management and Trading Company have been issuing groceries at discounted 

prices from their outlets since June 4. Consumer rights activists have said the relief program is ill-planned and has failed to 

provide relief to consumers because of mismanagement in the distribution system with limited outlets.16 

The Ministry of Health and Population had announced on June 7 evening about inoculating people with the 1 million doses of 

the Chinese vaccine. Revising its earlier decision, the Ministry said that in Kathmandu Valley, people aged 60-64 would be 

vaccinated but elsewhere those between 62 and 64 would get the shots. Public health experts have criticized the government 

decision to focus on Kathmandu Valley as inequitable. Although the number of cases across the country and in Kathmandu 

Valley has been coming down as prohibitory orders have been in place since April 29, the number of cases in rural Nepal has 

been increasing, according to doctors.17 

 
14 The Himalayan Times 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
16 The Kathmandu Post 
17 The Kathmandu Post 
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When Nepal voted in 2017 to elect three tiers of government as guaranteed by the constitution adopted in 2015, the goal  

was to usher in political stability and take the country on the path of democratization. Four years on, everything seems  

to be unraveling. Analysts say the country is currently facing threats of coronavirus and political pandemic. The pandemic  

has failed to become provincial governments’ focus as political complications unleashed by Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli 

have created instability.18 

A public health crisis has been created by the COVID-19 pandemic in the country. The Ministry of Health and Population 

(MoHP) has been criticized for not playing a leading role amidst the crisis. There is a need for a stable leadership at MoHP to 

make it capable of handling the crisis, but three ministers have been changed in the past one-and-a-half years. Prime Minister 

KP Sharma Oli is seen to be playing a role to make it unstable.19 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

VACCINATION PROCUREMENT PROCESS 

It has been two weeks since President Bidhya Devi Bhandari wrote letters to the heads of four nations — India, the USA, the 
UK, and Russia, requesting that COVID-19 vaccines be provided to Nepal. However, none of them have replied with a clear 
answer to provide vaccine support to Nepal.20 

Attempts are being made to bring the COVID-19 vaccine from Denmark, confirmed Dr Krishna Prasad Paudel, Spokesperson 
at the Ministry of Health and Population. There have been email exchanges between the two countries but nothing has been 

 
18 The Kathmandu Post 
19 Nagarik 
20 Kantipur 
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confirmed yet, he said.21 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs Raghubir Mahaseth has requested India to facilitate in bringing COVID-
19 vaccine to Nepal. He made the request during his meeting with Indian Ambassador Vinay Mohan Kwatra.22 

Sixteen British parliamentarians have demanded their government to immediately send the COVID-19 vaccines and other 
healthcare materials to Nepal.23 

Social Development Minister of Province 1 Ushakala Rai has asked the federal government to allow them to buy the COVID-19 
vaccine. Stating that there has been a delay in the procurement of the vaccine, she has asked for approval to buy the vaccine 
by using the budget of the provincial government.24 

HOSPITALS and HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 

Birat Nursing Home has started the operation of a 14-bed advanced modular ICU and 11-bed neuro-surgical ICU. There are 
four beds allotted for people suffering from infectious diseases — the computer system installed in them allows patients’ kin to 
watch the patients from home.25 

The pressure of patients has reduced in the hospitals of Rupandehi with the decline in COVID-19 cases there. According to  
Dr Rajendra Giri, Chief of Health Office, strict imposition of prohibitory orders and increase in recovery rate has led to the 
decrease in infection.26 

Minister for Health and Population Sher Bahadur Tamang inaugurated the oxygen plant set up at the Matatirtha Community 
Hospital of Chandragiri Municipality-8.27 

The Province 1 government is set to prioritize the development of the health sector in its upcoming budget. It has said that the 

 
21 Baarhakhari 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Nayapatrika 
24 Ratopati 
25 Baarhakhari 
26 Kantipur 
27 Setopati 
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first and second waves of COVID-19 pandemic taught them the lesson that the health sector should be a priority.28 

HELP and AID 

The oxygen bank set up in Jhapa by the ‘Ek Ka Laagi Ek’ campaign has come into operation from June 9. The campaign has 

collected Rs 1,5,375,000 from Nepalis residing in the country and abroad. Three hundred cylinders have already been bought 

from the collected amount.29 

An organization Sambhav Nepal has provided ambulances to the five local levels — Gorkha Municipality along with Bhimsen 

Thapa, Sahid Lakhan, Dharche, and Gandaki rural municipalities — of Gorkha. The ambulances are expected to be helpful in 

carrying COVID-19 and other patients to and from the hospitals.30 

The personal secretariat of Narayan Kaji Shrestha, leader of Nepal Communist Party Maoist (Center) has conducted COVID-

19 Test, Treatment and Consultation Camp at different places of Gorkha.31 

As part of the ongoing cooperation between Germany and Nepal in containing the rapid surge of COVID-19 infections, 

Germany has supported Nepal with 112 ventilators, 2,068,5000 K95 masks, among others.32 

Choice Humanitarian Nepal has provided healthcare materials including ventilators, oxygen concentrators, cylinders among 

others worth Rs 15,000,000 to the Civil Hospital of Kathmandu.33 

Nearly 250,000 students have been enrolled in the community schools in the past year. According to education experts, this is 

because the economic condition of parents has deteriorated due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As the community schools of 

rural areas are less crowded, the students have felt safer here rather than in urban areas, as per the experts.34 

 
28 Annapurna Post 
29 Setopati 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 Onlinekhabar 
32 The Himalayan Times 
33 Onlinekhabar 
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The ‘cataclysmic’ effect of COVID-19 pandemic on the world of work has highlighted the necessity of human-centered recovery 

policies, International Labor Organization Director-General Guy Ryder has said underling the consequences of multiple and 

growing inequalities in our societies the pandemic has exposed and the past failure to address them over time.35 

The District Administration Office Jhapa has levied a fine of Rs 25,000 on a hotel for defying the prohibitory orders. The owner 

of Sukrat Hotel and Lodge was fined after he was found running the hotel during the period of prohibitory orders.36 

International News  

Many more men in India have received COVID-19 vaccines than women, government data showed on June 8 highlighting 
gender disparity in the country’s immunization drive that has also disadvantaged the rural population. India has partly or fully 
vaccinated about 101 million men, nearly 17 per cent more than women. Men account for 54 per cent of the total number of 
people inoculated, according to the data.37 

Envoys from the World Trade Organization member nations are taking up a proposal to ease patents and other intellectual 
property protections for COVID-19 vaccines to help developing countries fight the pandemic.38 

 

 

 

 

 
34 Nayapatrika 
35 The Himalayan Times 
36 Setopati 
37 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
38 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN10MM_28B  
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