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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

      Date: July 26, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• Nepal reported 1,539 new COVID-19 cases, 18 deaths on July 25; infections rising in Jhapa, Sudurpaschim Province 
and Dharan; as people coming from India increase, Nepalgunj fears a rise in infections as people are sure the returnees 
will carry the infection with them; unregulated flow of people across Nepal-India border in Morang worries locals, 
healthcare workers of the spread of infection, restrictions tightened from July 23; health experts fear coronavirus will 
now travel to remote places of Nepal with the resumption of long-route transport services; impossible to maintain health 
safety protocols in TU Bachelor’s level exam centers, health experts warns it’s a huge risk  

• Deal almost sealed to buy additional 6 million doses of Vero Cell from China’s Sinopharm: Health Ministry  

• Slow recovery of COVID-19 patients proving to be a serious problem as third wave looms; hospitals not prepared to 
care for children in a possible third wave of COVID-19 pandemic which experts say will affect children the most  

• Nepal tops list of vaccine acceptance with 97 per cent of eligible people willing to get the jabs; calls at COVID-19 call 
center are usually about vaccine — which, where and when to get it, vaccination certificate  

• Vaccination certificate to be provided from 4 hospitals of Kathmandu Valley; people crowded Teku Hospital for 
vaccination certificate since July 21, some queuing for 11 to 13 hours  

• 78-year-old dies half-an-hour after getting Johnson & Johnson vaccine, investigation on to ascertain if he died due to the 
shot  

• Government makes online registration mandatory for people to get COVID-19 vaccine to avoid overcrowding at 
immunization centers; Nepal will inoculate 72 per cent of population above the age of 18 with COVID-19 vaccine by 
August 16, one-third population to be vaccinated by October 17, according Health Ministry Joint Spokesperson Dr Samir 
Kumar Adhikari 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 680,556 on July 25 with 1,539 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 
24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 9,713 with 18 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery 
rate stands at 94.6 per cent and fatality rate at 1.5 per cent. The country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 27,228.2 

Five people infected with COVID-19 and undergoing treatment at the Lumbini Provincial Hospital have died within a span of 18 
hours. They died on July 24 and 25 according to the hospital.3 

The number of new cases of COVID-19 infection is increasing in the country in recent days, but carelessness regarding 
maintaining social distance and use of masks is also increasing. The leaders and cadres of major political parties have been 
found not to be following the health protocols. In the announcement program of Valley command of the Youth Force on July 
24, most of the people were seen without masks. The Ministry of Health and Population has said the infection rate has not 
declined as expected and it is a sign of the third wave of the pandemic.4 

With the easing of lockdown, COVID-19 infection rate has increased in Jhapa. In view of the growing infection, Kankai 
Municipality has sealed the municipality from July 24 for a week issuing a notice. Similarly, Shanischare Bazaar of Arjundhara 
Municipality has also been closed for a week citing the fast spreading COVID-19 infection.5 

The relaxation of prohibitory orders and complacency among the public have contributed to the rise in the number of COVID-
19 cases in Sudurpaschim Province, healthcare workers say. Social gatherings and crowding in public places have further 
worsened the situation, with the virus rapidly spreading in settlements across various districts of the Province. According to the 
Ministry of Health and Population, Sudurpaschim has the highest infection rate in the country followed by Gandaki, Karnali  
and other provinces.6 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Onlinekhabar 
4 Baarhakhari 
5 The Himalayan Times 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
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The COVID-19 infection has started to increase in Dharan of Sunsari with the relaxation of the prohibitory orders. The 
carelessness of the public in following health protocols and disinterest from the local government and police have been 
regarded as the causes for the increase.7 

Fear has spread in Nepalgunj with the increase in COVID-19 infections in India. As a large number of people are entering 
Nepal via Rupaidiha border checkpost every day, and people are sure that those coming from India will bring the infection with 
them, a healthcare worker there said. According to the spectators, the health checkup of those entering Nepal from India is  
not done properly too.8 

Hordes of people are seen crossing the Nepal-India border in Morang through porous border points without undergoing any 
security checkups. The people do not follow even the most basic health security protocols, leaving healthcare workers worried 
about the possible risk of coronavirus infection. Security personnel do not stop people from crossing the border, said 
Mohammad Aslam of Biratnagar-17. He claimed that thousands of people cross the border through Islampur and Materuwa 
every day. Many local people go to Jogbani, a marketplace in the border area of India, to buy essentials. The local residents 
and healthcare workers are worried about the possible spread of COVID-19 due to the unregulated flow of people through 
border points in Biratnagar.9 

With the increase in COVID-19 infections in the district, Morang District Administration Office has made the prohibitory orders 
more stringent. It has prohibited people from walking from 8:00 pm to 5:00 am from July 23. Monitoring has been increased in 
the border area, while the movement of people has also been stopped at the border points.10 

On July 23, the District Administration Office, Kathmandu issued a notice urging public bus operators to make arrangements 
for the operation of medium-and long-distance transport services by following health safety protocols. As permission has been 
given for the resumption of long-route transport services, public health experts have warned of a possible catastrophe as 
Nepal’s case positivity rate is still too high and the percentage of fully immunized people against the coronavirus is very low at 
4 per cent. According to Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Clinical Research Chief at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Diseases Hospital, 

 
7 Annapurna Post 
8 Nagarik 
9 The Kathmandu Post 
10 Ratopati 
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with the resumption of long-route transport services, the virus will now travel to the remote places of Nepal, where the number 
of cases are fewer.11 

The public vehicles of long-route have resumed their services nearly after three months — they had been halted due to the 
prohibitory orders. However, despite the resumption of services, there are very few passengers travelling in those vehicles.12 

On June 24, Tribhuvan University published the routines for the stalled exams of various Bachelor’s level programs. The 
authorities had issued a notice to assure students that the exams would be conducted adhering to all safety protocols. 
However, according to students, there were no safety protocols at exam centers. According to Ram Krishna Simkhada, 
Principal of Vinayak Siddha College, Chabahil, it is almost impossible to conduct exams by maintaining social distance and 
other safety measures as the number of students is very high. He said the health safety protocols announced for the exams 
are impossible to follow. Although TU has switched to virtual lectures, it is still reluctant to hold the exams online. Other 
universities Kathmandu University, Pokhara University and Agriculture and Forestry University, have conducted their exams 
virtually. According to Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Clinical Research Chief at the Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Hospital, as many 
students are not vaccinated due to their category, it’s a huge risk not only for students but their families too; there is a high risk 
of the situation going out of control again if proper precautions are not take.13 

The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has urged all to be cautious realizing the possible outbreak of the third wave of 
COVID-19. Joint Spokesperson of MoHP Samir Kumar Adhikari has said that the coronavirus infection rate was on the rise 
with the loosening of lockdown in the country at present and the third wave may occur.14 

As Nepal’s vaccination campaign gathers pace, the government is preparing to sign a deal to purchase an additional 6 million 
doses of Vero Cell vaccine from China. Multiple officials confirmed that the government will reach a deal shortly with the 
Chinese state-backed pharmaceutical giant Sinopharm that manufactures the COVID-19 vaccine. We are very close to a deal 
to procure an additional 6 million doses of vaccine from China, according to a senior official at the Ministry of Health and 

 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 Kantipur 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
14 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Population. The Ministry said that the new deal to procure 6 million doses will also be under a non-disclosure agreement, 
meaning that the price per dose will not be revealed, as per the condition of the Chinese manufacturing company.15 

The new trend of COVID-19 patients failing to recover has set off alarm bells as cases have started rising again after a  

steady decline since the second wave. And the third wave is looming large. It is quite alarming that the recovery rate of  

those infected patients, especially those requiring intubation, is almost zero, said Dr Achyut Raj Karki, a COVID-19 focal 

person at Bir Hospital. He gets around 15 to 20 calls seeking ICU beds, but the hospital can hardly accommodate one or two 

patients. The situation is almost the same in all major state-run hospitals treating COVID-19 patients in Kathmandu Valley, 

according to doctors.16 

Despite the appeal of the Ministry of Health and Population to stay alert due to the possibility of a third wave of COVID-19 

pandemic, and the health experts warning that the children will be the most affected in the this wave, the hospitals have not 

shown any initiative to manage ICUs and other infrastructure needed for the care of children. There are no separate ICUs and 

ventilators for the treatment of children in Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital, Trauma Center, and Shahid 

Gangalal National Heart Center. The Kanti Children’s Hospital has not been able to add ICUs and other equipment. All the 

beds allocated for children are packed in Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital and Patan Hospital too.17 

Many children have lost their parents due to the COVID-19 pandemic in Nepal. According to the data till the end of Asadh (July 

15), a total of 148 children — from 65 out of 753 local levels of Nepal — have lost either one of both parents to the pandemic.18  

A multi-national study carried out by the Center for Study of Labor and Mobility Research in collaboration with the US-based 

Yale University shows that COVID-19 vaccine acceptance rate in Nepal is the highest in the world. The study published by 

Nature shows that 97 per cent of the Nepali population, who are eligible for vaccines, are ready to take the jabs. The data was 

collected in December 2020 from Kailali and Kanchanpur districts of Sudurpaschim Province. The study carried out in 12 

 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
16 The Kathmandu Post 
17 Kantipur 
18 Kantipur 
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countries of Asia, Africa, South America, Russia and the United States, in which 44,260 people took part, showed that vaccine 

acceptance rate is the lowest in Russia.19 

At the coronavirus call center set up on the second floor of the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division at Teku, phones 

ring constantly. Ever since the immunization drive was launched, over 60 per cent of our callers have been asking when and 

where they can get the vaccine,” said Amrit Dhakal, 30, who has been working at the call center for the past one year. Over the 

past three days, most of the calls are from vaccinated people who want to know how to get the immunization certification, he 

said. The overwhelming number of calls from people asking where they can get vaccinated shows their acceptance of the jabs, 

said another worker.20 

Parliamentarians in the National Assembly, the Upper House of the Federal Parliament, have urged the government to 

manage COVID-19 vaccines for all the citizens as soon as possible. Parliamentarians expressed concern about the increasing 

risk of the spread of coronavirus infection as people have started crowding with the easing of lockdown restrictions and called 

for managing vaccines to all at the earliest in such a situation.21 

The Ministry of Health and Population has decided to provide the vaccination certificates from four hospitals of Kathmandu 

Valley — Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Diseases Hospital (STIDH), Civil Hospital, Patan Academy of Health Sciences, and 

Armed Police Force Hospital. The certificate was being issued only from STIDH earlier.22 

The crowd of youth standing in queue to get the vaccination certificate has been increasing on the premises of Teku Hospital 

since July 21. These youth are going abroad for employment and they need the vaccination in the English language, which is 

given at the hospital. The card given at the immunization centers is in the Nepali language, which is not valid for those going 

 
19 The Kathmandu Post 
20 The Kathmandu Post 
21 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
22 Nagarik 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   8 

abroad. As they need the certificate in English, this has increased the crowd at the hospital. The laborers going abroad for 

employment after being vaccinated need not stay in quarantine.23 

People were found to be standing in queue for 11 to 13 hours for the vaccination certificate. While the youth complained of lack 

of proper management from the hospital’s side, the Teku Hospital said it was unable to manage the service as thousands of 

youth visited the hospital for the certificate on a single day.24 

People entering Qatar do not need to stay in quarantine if they enter the country 14 days after complete vaccination for 

COVID-19, according to the Nepali Embassy in Qatar. However, the person must have a negative report of COVID-19 test 

done 72 hours prior.25 

As people opting to go for foreign employment are not getting the COVID-19 vaccine with ease, the businessmen of this sector 

are worried that the crisis the foreign employment business might face. The United Arab Emirates and Kuwait, which are 

regarded as good destinations for foreign employment, have already announced that they will not let unvaccinated laborers 

enter their territories. Rohan Gurung, past president of Nepal Association of Foreign Employment Agencies, said that as the 

other nations are also following the path of the UAE and Kuwait, the laborers will be in trouble if they do not get the vaccine.26 

An elderly man identified as Nar Bahardur Shrestha, 78, died after he was administered Johnson & Johnson vaccine at 

Dhading’s Nilkhanta Municipality-6 on July 23. According to Shrestha’s family, he died half-an-hour after he received a dose of 

the vaccine. Dr Tribhuvan Chandra Jha at Dhading Hospital said the incident was a matter of investigation and refused to 

make further comments.27 

 
23 Kantipur 
24 Nagarik 
25 Onlinekhabar 
26 Nagarik 
27 The Himalayan Times 
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Dr Bhuwan Poudel, Chief of Dhading Health Office, said it will be ascertained if he died of the vaccine or other reasons  

only after investigation.28 

Investigation has begun into the death of a person who died nearly three hours after taking the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

According to the Ministry of Health and Population, a team of vaccine experts has been investigating the case and has been 

checking the person’s postmortem report too.29 

VACCINATION DRIVE 

The government has made online registration mandatory for the public before visiting the immunization centers for COVID-19 

vaccination. In a letter sent by the Health Emergency and Disaster Management Unit to the district health offices, it has stated 

that the provision was introduced because of the crowds gathered at the immunization centers. Those who have not got the 

vaccine and are interested in getting the shot have been asked to update their details at vaccine.mohp.gov.np.30 

All locals of the villages sharing the border with China have taken the Vero Cell vaccine against COVID-19. A total of 13,613 

people from Fatanglung of Taplejung, Bhotekhola and Makalu of Sankhuwasabha have taken the first dose of the vaccine.31 

The arrangement to bring the COVID-19 vaccines is being made despite the storage problem that the country faces. Nearly 10 

per cent of the country has received one dose of the vaccine as of now. Nepal will receive a total of 5,000,000 doses of 

vaccine by the end of Shrawan (August 16), and by then we will be able to inoculate72 per cent population above the age of 

18, as per Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population.  One-third of the population 

will be vaccinated by Asoj (October 17), as per him. The experts have said that the country will be safe from a possible third 

wave of the COVID-19 pandemic only if more than 60 per cent of the population is vaccinated.32 

 
28 Nagarik 
29 Ratopati 
30 Kantipur 
31 Annapurna Post 
32 Kantipur 
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The government started the vaccination drive in the country on the basis of priority based on risk groups, but due to the 

uncertainty of the arrival of the vaccines, not all those in the risk groups have been able to get the COVID-19 vaccine. The 

administering of the vaccines based on the priority list has also not reached beyond the country’s Capital and some big cities.33 

A total of 800,000 doses of Vero Cell vaccine were brought to Nepal from China on July 22. Joint Spokesperson at the Ministry 

of Health and Population Samir Kumar Adhikari said the vaccines will be sent to Teku-based Cooling Center of the Department 

of Health Services and will be dispatched to vaccination booths all over the country thereafter.34 

Supplying vaccines has been a big problem in the trans-Himalayan district of Mustang. With regular vehicular movement 

coming to a halt owing to the disaster-induced road blockage, tractors are being used to transport the COVID-19 vaccines. On 

July 13, Loamnthang Rural Municipality of the district made the arrangement of supplying vaccines in a tractor and 

administered the second dose to its senior citizens.35 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has his plate full. Besides calibrating Nepal’s foreign policy, there is an added task for 
Deuba — securing COVID-19 vaccines. That the pandemic is triggering a huge geopolitical flux is something the 10-day-old 

 
33 Kantipur 
34 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
35 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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prime minister cannot ignore. While taking the vote of confidence, he had said: “Securing vaccines will be my first and foremost 
foreign policy priority.” 36 

Newly appointed State Minister for Health Umesh Shrestha has said the first priority of the government is to provide the 
COVID-19 vaccine to all Nepalis. He said that he will work to prevent the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic after 
discussions with experts.37 

Finance Minister Janardan Sharma has said the government will take the programs of economic revival along with vaccination 
together to protect the economy from the COVID-19 pandemic. There needs to be a national consensus for reviving the 
economy hit hard by the pandemic, he added.38 

The prohibitory orders have been extended for 10 days in Kathmandu Valley as the previous orders expired on July 25.39 

There will be total lockdown in Damak and Shivasatachhi Municipalities of Jhapa from July 26 to break the chain of COVID-19 
infection in the areas. Despite the infection decreasing in other areas of Province 1, the infection is increasing there.40 

It has been a week since the teaching-learning process began in physical classrooms in the presence of students in the 

Mandandeupur Municipality of Kavre despite the risk of COVID-19 prevalent there.  According to Lokendra Bista, Chief of the 

Education Division of the Municipality, the classes are being run following public health protocols.41 

Transport entrepreneurs staged demonstrations with different demands on July 25 in Kathmandu. They demanded vaccines 

for those working in the transport sector, and to address the problem of the sector that has been affected by the pandemic  

via a monetary policy.42 

Nearly half-a-million Nepalis who were stranded abroad due to the COVID-19 pandemic have been rescued so far, according 

 
36 The Kathmandu Post 
37 Setopati 
38 Onlinekhabar 
39 Onlinekhabar 
40 Baarhakhari 
41 Ratopati 
42 Ratopati 
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to the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center. As per the details released by the CCMC on July 23, a total of 489,418 Nepalis 

from 60 countries have so far been rescued. Most people were rescued from labor destinations including the Persian Gulf 

states, Malaysia and India.43 

Tourism entrepreneurs have requested the government to arrange for the stay of tourists currently in Nepal due to the  

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The tourists have not been able to return to their countries while their visa permit to stay in 

Nepal has expired.44 

Member of the House of Representatives Dibya Mani Rajbhandari has said the tourism sector is one of the most affected by 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the government has to keep it in priority to revive it.45 

International News  

Belated and beleaguered, the virus-delayed Tokyo Summer Olympics finally opened on July 23 night with cascading fireworks 
and made-for-TV choreography that unfolded in a near-empty stadium, a colorful but strangely subdued ceremony that set a 
striking tone to match a unique pandemic Games.46  

Indonesia has converted nearly its entire oxygen production to medical use just to meet the demand from COVID-19 patients 
struggling to breathe. Overflowing hospitals in Malaysia had to resort to treating patients on the floor. And in Myanmar’s largest 
city, graveyard workers have been laboring day and night to keep up with the grim demand for new cremations and burials. In 
the last two weeks the three Southeast Asian nations have now all surpassed India’s peak per capita death rate as a new 
coronavirus wave fueled by the virulent Delta variant tightens its grip on the region.47 

The Indonesian island of Bali is running out of oxygen for its COVID-19 patients as infections surge, the chief of its health 

 
43 The Kathmandu Post 
44 Nayapatrika 
45 Nayapatrika 
46 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
47 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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agency said, as Southeast Asia’s biggest country struggles with the region’s worst COVID-19 epidemic.  Bali along with the 
main island of Java and 15 other regions are under tight coronavirus restrictions, due to expire on July 25. The government is 
debating whether to extend them or not.48 

The World Health Organization (WHO) called on July 23 for all countries to work together to investigate the origins of the 
coronavirus that caused COVID-19, a day after China rejected plans for more checks on labs and markers in its territory. The 
WHO this month proposed a follow-up to earlier investigations in China, but Zeng Yixin, Vice-Minister of China’s National 
Health Commission said on July 22 that Beijing would not accept the proposal as it stood.49 

China cannot accept the World Health Organization’s plan for the second phase of a study into the origins of COVID-19,  
a senior Chinese health official Zeng Yixin said on July 22. He dismissed the lab leak idea as rumor that runs counter to 
common sense and science.50 

Vaccinated individuals accounted for three-quarters of Singapore’s COVID-19 infections in the last four weeks, but they were 
not falling seriously ill, government data showed as a rapid ramp-up in inoculations leaves fewer people unvaccinated. While 
the data shows that vaccines are highly effective in preventing severe cases, it also underscores the risk that even those 
inoculated could be contagious, so that inoculation alone may not suffice to halt transmission. Singapore has already 
inoculated nearly 75 per cent of its 5.7 million people.51 

Taiwan will ease its COVID-19 restrictions next week, the government said on July 24 as rapidly falling case numbers give 
authorities the confidence to further lower the coronavirus alert levels.52 

With daily COVID-19 cases sharply rising again, Italy will soon require people to have passes reflecting their health status to 
access gyms, museums, movie theaters, the inside of restaurants and other venues starting on August 6.53 

The British government has sought to ease food supply pressures in England by exempting more than 10,000 workers from 

 
48 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
49 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
50 The Kathmandu Post 
51 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
52 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
53 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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quarantine rules that led to staff shortages and empty shelves and fears of panic buying.54 

Far-right activists and members of France’s yellow vest movement protested on July 24 against a bill requiring everyone to 
have a special virus pass to enter restaurants and other venues and mandating COVID-19 vaccinations for all healthcare 
workers. Legislators in France’s Senate were debating the bill on July 24 after the3 lower house of the parliament approved it 
on July 23, as virus infections are spiking and hospitalizations are rising anew.55 

Ensuring access to safe and affordable COVID-19 vaccines around the world, and notably for low and middle-income 
countries, is a priority for the European Union. At the Global Health Summit in Rome on May 21, President von der Leyen 
announced that we will be sharing more than 200 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines with low and middle-income countries 
by the end of this year. The more than 200 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines that have been committed by Team Europe 
will reach their destination countries, mainly through COVAX, by the end of this year.56 

Russia on July 24 reported nearly 24,000 new COVID-19 cases and a repeat all-time high in the number of daily deaths at 799, 
but some officials suggested that infections, especially in Moscow, may have peaked. Russia has been in the grip of a surge in 
cases that authorities blame on the more contagious Delta variant.57 

With all British schools now closed for the summer, families heading off for warmer climes remain way down on the levels seen 
before the coronavirus pandemic struck. With travel to and from many popular destinations facing varying quarantine and 
testing requirements, it’s clear that many British families think it’s all too much hassle, not to say costly, and have opted again 
to holiday within the UK.58 

A new worldwide wave of COVID-19. Natural disasters in China and Germany. A cyber attack targeting key South African 
ports. Events have conspired to drive global supply chains towards breaking point, threatening the fragile flow of raw materials, 
parts and consumer goods, as per companies, economists and shipping specialists.59 

 
54 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
55 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
56 The Himalayan Times 
57 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
58 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
59 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 
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