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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: July 23, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Inadequacy of human resources has emerged as one of the biggest challenges for Nepal to fight a possible third  
COVID-19 pandemic wave; Nepal reported 1,855 new COVID-19 cases, 24 deaths on July 22  

• Asian Development Bank to give Nepal a loan of US$165,000,000 to buy COVID-19 vaccines; Japanese Ambassador 
Kikuta Yutaka promises additional vaccine support to Nepal  

• Crowd of people throng Teku Hospital to get COVID-19 vaccination certificate; people queuing up from as early as 2:00 
am for the document  

• Health Ministry has initiated probe into ‘Corona Guard’ claims of deactivating COVID-19 impact 
 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Health Ministry data show COVID-19 infections increasing across the country after relaxation of prohibitory orders  
• Target group not getting the COVID-19 vaccine in ongoing vaccination drive; Kathmandu Metropolitan City runs out of 

Johnson & Johnson vaccine, discontinues drive 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

With a possible third wave hitting the country, concerns have grown over the lack of healthcare workers. According to officials 
at the Ministry of Health and Population, inadequacy of human resources has emerged as one of the biggest challenges as the 
country braces for a potential third COVID-19 wave. We need an additional 20,000 personnel, including doctors and nurses, to 
make our health system more resilient against a health crisis like the one during the second wave, said Dr Samir Kumar 
Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson for the Health Ministry. Specialist doctors and medical officers are in a greater need, he said.2 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 674,726 on July 22 with 1,855 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 
24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased 9,661 with 24 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery 
rate stands at 94.5 per cent and the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent. The country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 27,375.3 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will provide a loan of US$165,000,000 to Nepal to buy the COVID-19 vaccines. This loan 
will help Nepal run the COVID-19 vaccination drive and supply the vaccine, the ADB said in a press release. Nepal will be able 
to buy 15,900,000 doses of vaccine with this, as per ADB.4 

Japanese Ambassador Kikuta Yutaka met Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba on July 22, who thanked Yutaka for providing 
1,600,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine to Nepal. The Japanese ambassador promised to provide additional vaccines to 
Nepal in the future.5  

The widebody aircraft of Nepal Airlines brought 800,000 doses of Vero Cell vaccine from Beijing, China on July 22. The plane 
will fly to China again on July 22 to bring the additional doses of the vaccine.6 

A crowd of people to get the COVID-19 vaccination certificate has been thronging the Teku Hospital. The certificate is being 

given only through this hospital which has increased the crowd. Vaccine certificates have been mandatory for those going 

 
2 The Kathmandu Post 
3 THT Online 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Setopati 
6 Onlinekhabar 
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abroad for foreign employment.7 

People were standing in line from as early as 2:00 am to get the certificate.8 

The Ministry of Health and Population has initiated an investigation into ‘Corona Guard’ that is claimed to be beneficial in 

deactivating the impact of COVID-19 where it is installed. The Ministry has also cautioned people not to buy any machine or 

technology that claims to control and deactivate the virus stating that no such technology has yet been made.9 

The data of the Ministry of Health and Population has shown that the COVID-19 infection has been increasing in Kathmandu 

Valley in the past few days. The daily infection is being recorded at around 700 in the past few days, which was about 400-450 

a week back. According to Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at the MoHP, the increase in carelessness of people 

with the relaxation of the prohibitory orders has resulted in the increase in the infection.10 

The Ministry of Health and Population has said the COVID-19 infection rate has increased in the country since the past one 

week with the relaxation of prohibitory orders. It also asked the healthcare institutions to be prepared as the challenging third 

wave might begin in the country.11 

The vaccination drive against COVID-19 is being conducted in Nepal targeting the age, occupation and different categories. 

However, the people of the target population have not been able to get the vaccine easily. Even the elderly have often returned 

home without getting the vaccine despite staying in line for hours. However, people with access to power have been getting 

vaccinated with ease.12 

 
7 Onlinekhabar 
8 Setopati 
9 Baarhakhari 
10 Nagarik 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Annapurna Post 
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The Kathmandu Metropolitan City did not administer the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine on July 22 as it ran out of the 

vaccine. It had inoculated 60,000 people on July 21. However, the vaccination continues in Lalitpur and Bhaktapur districts.13 

A total of 66,252 people have been vaccinated against COVID-19 in Kaski, 58,000 in Rupandehi, 58,732 in Chitwan, 60,500 in 

Parsa among others.14 

The flooded rivers and streams have made it difficult to get the COVID-19 vaccine doses to Mustang district. As the ambulance 

was unable to go through the obstructed roads, the vaccines were taken via tractors from Lomanthang to Jomsom.15 

The government has aimed to inoculate 212,000,000 Nepalis with the COVID-19 vaccine. It has received 6,582,580 doses by 

July 21, while it has been confirmed that Nepal will be receiving additional 7,500,000 doses. Out of all these doses, Nepal has 

procured only 1,800,000 doses. The rest of the doses have been provided under grant assistance.16 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Twenty-nine health workers in Bara’s Jitpursimara Sub-Metropolis are up in arms demanding allowance. Having declared an 
agitation on July 20, the agitators, working by sporting black bands around their wrists, have threatened to halt all services 
unless their demand is met. We have been getting local allowance from the local level annually until lately, but we have been 
told we won’t get such allowance this year, said Urban Health Promotion Center’s Chief Dr Giri, adding how fair is it that health 

 
13 Setopati 
14 Nayapatrika 
15 Ratopati 
16 Nayapatrika 
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staff, who worked by putting their lives at risk during this pandemic, won’t get any allowance that they were receiving up until 
last year while other staff in the local level are getting it? 17 

People attempting suicide by drinking poison have increased in Kavrepalanchowk district with the imposition of the prohibitory 
orders since the beginning of second wave of COVID-19 pandemic. Mostly people with poor financial condition have been 
found to have ingested poison, as per Anjila Basnet, Chief of the Scheer Memorial Hospital of Banepa.18 

The social, economic and job insecurities created by the COVID-19 pandemic have started taking a toll on the mental health of 
working journalists in Nepal. At least 100 journalists in a virtual discussion program said that they suffered from various mental 
issues due to the COVID-19 situation, and stressed the need for immediate policies and actions to prevent journalists from 
falling prey to psychological disorders.19 

An oxygen plant has been installed at the District Hospital Kalikot with an aim to ease the treatment of COVID-19 patients. The 

patients requiring oxygen had to be taken to other hospitals for treatment as there was no oxygen plant here before.20 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has announced a ‘relief package’ to support industries and enterprises hit hard by  

the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. He said he had made such a plan after consulting various 

businesspersons and experts.21  

The prohibitory orders have been extended till August 1 in Kanchanpur.22 

International News  

The highly contagious Delta variant of COVID-19 is expected to become the dominant strain of the virus over the coming 

 
17 The Himalayan Times 
18 Onlinekhabar 
19 The Himalayan Times 
20 Setopati 
21 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
22 Onlinekhabar 
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months, the World Health Organization (WHO) has said. Delta, which was first detected in India, has now been recorded in 
124 territories — 13 more than last week — and already accounts for more than three-quarters of sequenced specimens in 
many major countries, the WHO said.23  

India reported its highest death toll in a month on July 21 — at nearly 4,000 — after its richest state reconciled its death count 
with 3,509 previously unreported fatalities, the health ministry said.24 

Tokyo’s COVID-19 infections surged to a six-month high on July 21 with the Olympic host city logging 1,832 new cases just 
two days before the Games open. Tokyo is currently under its fourth state of emergency, which will last until August 22 
covering the entire duration of the Olympics that start on July 23.25  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
23 The Kathmandu Post 
24 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
25 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post)  
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUL23MM_59B  
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