
 

           Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring, Nepal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   2 

Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: July 14, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Japan to provide nearly 1.6 million doses of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine to Nepal under COVAX facility by mid of 
next month; Chinese Ambassador Hou Yanqi promises more vaccine aid to Nepal  

• Health Ministry official refute Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s vaccine procurement data given during his farewell 
address to the nation  

• Nepal reported 1,649 new COVID-19 cases, 12 deaths on July 13; infection rate has declined in other parts of country, 
remained same in Kathmandu Valley 

 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Inoculation drive with Chinese Vero Cell and Johnson & Johnson’s one-shot vaccine underway from July 13 
 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Japan will provide nearly 1,600,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine against COVID-19 to Nepal under the COVAX program. 
Senior citizens who have taken the first dose of Covishield vaccine can also be given this vaccine as the second dose. 
According to the Japanese Embassy, Nepal will get the vaccine within a month from the middle of July.2 

Chinese Ambassador to Nepal Hou Yanqi has expressed her commitment to provide more vaccine support to Nepal. China 
has already provided 1,800,000 doses of vaccine to Nepal under grant assistance, while Nepal has purchased 4,000,000 
doses from China. She has said China is ready to provide additional vaccines other than this if required.3 

The United States is at the forefront regarding giving COVID-19 vaccine to Nepal. Though China is ahead in terms of the 
number of vaccine doses given to Nepal, the US is in the lead because it has given one-shot vaccine that are sufficient to 
inoculate 1.5 million people. This will cover five per cent of the total population of Nepal. The vaccines given by India and 
China require two doses to be administered.4 

During his farewell address to the nation on July 13, Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli shared information on the number of 
COVID-19 vaccines Nepal has received from different countries along with the procurement process. However, the officials at 
the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) have said not all the data shared by him is correct. He had said China will be 
giving an additional 1,600,000 doses of vaccine under grant assistance, but the country has not said so yet. He also claimed 
the process to procure additional 6,000,000 doses is ongoing, but the process has not started, as per the officials at MoHP. Oli 
also claimed to have started the procurement process of vaccines from Johnson & John, Moderna and Pfizer companies which 
is not true, as per the officials.5 

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has said the vaccine procurement process to buy 20,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine has 
been finalized. In his farewell address to the nation on July 13, he said all Nepalis will get the vaccine within a few months.6 

 
2 Onlinekhabar 
3 Kantipur 
4 Nayapatrika 
5 Onlinekhabar 
6 Setopati 
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Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 658,778 on July 13 with 1,639 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 

24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll shifted to 9,412 with 12 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery 

rate stands at 94.6 per cent and the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent.7 

The data till July 11 of the Ministry of Health and Population shows that 459 COVID-19 patients are undergoing treatment in 

general and HDU beds, 130 in ICUs, and 52 are on ventilators in the 12 major hospitals of Kathmandu Valley.  Despite the 

decline in the infection rate in other parts of the country, this data shows that the infection rate is still the same in the Valley.8 

People above 55 years old will be administered the Chinese Vero Cell vaccine that the government has recently purchased, 

from July 13. Those between 50 and 54 years will also be administered the Johnson & Johnson vaccine provided by the US 

through COVAX. According to the Ministry of Health and Population, immunization drive against COVID-19 will resume 

throughout the country from July 13.9 

People above the age of 55 in Bagmati, Lumbini, and Gandaki provinces are being inoculated with the first dose of Vero Cell 

vaccine against COVID-19 from July 13. Nepal received 800,000 doses of the vaccine from China.10 

The Johnson & Johnson vaccine will be administered from July 19 to 21 in Kathmandu district from 44 immunization centers. 11 

A total of 142,650 doses of Vero Cell vaccine against COVID-19 are being administered in the Gandaki Province from July 13 

— the vaccines have reached all districts except Nawalparasi, Myagdi, Manang and Mustang.12 

 

 
7 THT Online 
8 Baarhakhari 
9 The Kathmandu Post 
10 Kantipur 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Onlinekhabar 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The Lumbini Province government has decided to provide 50 per cent risk allowance to healthcare professionals and other 
staff working in the COVID-19 hospitals there. It has made the decision to give the allowance to both the permanent and 
contractual staff of the four COVID-19 hospitals there.13  

The Sudurpaschim Social Development Ministry has started preparations to add a children's bed in all nine hospitals of 
Sudurpaschim Province along with setting up of oxygen plants keeping in mind a possible third wave of COVID-19 pandemic.14 

Foreign employment opportunities for Nepalis have been affected by the random airfare being charged by airlines as well as 

the quarantine and vaccine policy of labor destination countries amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The government has taken no 

action against those airlines that have been charging exorbitant fares to Nepalis going for foreign employment. Likewise, the 

weak labor diplomacy of Nepal has affected the laborers.15 

Tired of waiting for the government to make up its mind, several restaurants in Kathmandu Valley have resumed dine-in 

services despite orders to provide only takeaway services as part of the COVID-19 restrictions. Other eateries may follow suit, 

industry insiders say.16 

Stating that the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the tourism sector a lot, the Restaurant and Bar Association of Nepal  

has asked the government to provide a loan of up to Rs 5,000,000 as a subsidized loan for the revival of restaurants and bars 

 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 Setopati 
15 Onlinekhabar 
16 The Kathmandu Post 
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in the country.17 

According to Pokhara Tourism Council, 25 per cent Pokhara’s tourism entrepreneurs have been displaced from their 

profession, while 60 per cent laborers have left this sector due to the COVID-19 pandemic.18 

The Prithvi Highway Transport Entrepreneurs have decided to resume the long- and short-route public vehicles from July 14 

across the nation despite the government still restricting the long-route vehicles.19  

Transport entrepreneurs staged a sit-in protest at the Department of Transport Services demanding an adjustment of fares and 

that they be given the COVID-19 vaccine.20 

The insurance companies are yet to pay Rs 6,160,000,000 to people who have got the COVID-19 insurance. They have 

stopped the payment stating that the companies have not received the amount from the government.21 

Healthcare materials needed to fight against COVID-19 have been provided to five health posts of Khotang on the initiation of 

the leaders of Nepali Congress Sarbadhan Rai and Rojan Rai.22  

International News  

Thailand is giving two doses of COVID-19 vaccine from two different companies — it will give one dose of Sinovac and one 
dose of AstraZeneca vaccine.23 

 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 Kantipur 
19 Nagarik 
20 Onlinekhabar 
21 Kantipur 
22 Nagarik 
23 Onlinekhabar 
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India’s full rollout of the Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine will have to be put on hold until the Russian producer provides equal 
quantities of its two different doses, Dr Reddy’s Laboratories Ltd said on July 12.24 

Opening India’s tourist destinations and allowing pilgrimage travel could act as COVID-19 “super spreaders” of a third wave of 
infections, the country’s top doctor’s body warned on July 13. The Indian Medical Association appealed to state governments 
and citizens to not lower their guard against COVID-19, saying a third wave was inevitable.25 

In South Korea, gym-goers’ musical options have been reduced significantly under new COVID-19 rules. South Korea has 
added a requirement that gyms do not play music with higher than 120 beats per minute during group exercises such as 
aerobics and spinning. Health officials say the measure was intended to prevent breathing too fast or splashing sweat to other 
people while avoiding having to close such businesses entirely.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
24 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
25 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
26 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUL14MM_52B  
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