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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: December 3, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 298 new COVID-19 cases, 6 deaths on December 2  
• Health experts have emphasized on the importance of following of public health safety protocols in view of the 

emergence of the highly contagious Omicron variant of COVID-19; Nepal has banned entry of people from 9 countries  
• As political parties hold their general conventions gathering crowds in thousands, health experts warn it could spell 

disaster as such gatherings can be turn into super-spreader events  
• Beni hospital facing shortage of medical staff as contracts of 30 healthcare workers hired under COVID-19 control fund 

not renewed  
• Chinese scientists claim to have found antibodies that can destroy all variants of COVID-19 

 
 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 298 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 821,949, while the death 
toll climbed to 11,535 with six fatalities on December 2.  The country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 7,045 against 
6,954 a day before, the COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7 per cent, and the fatality rate at 1.4 per cent.2 

One needs to follow the public health protocols to be safe from the Omicron variant of COVID-19, as per Dr Sher Bahadur Pun 
of the Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital. He also said that one needs to be very careful in two places to 
prevent this variant from entering Nepal — at Tribhuvan International Airport, and Nepal-India border.3  

The Omicron variant, that has shown the capacity to bypass the immunity developed in the human body due to the COVID-19 
vaccine and its infection, could be the reason that the country might face the third wave of the pandemic, according to public 
health experts. Public health expert Sharad Wanta said the government should use the present time to make preparations for 
caution, control, and containment of the virus in the context that the new variant has not yet entered the country. He also 
pointed out that even the variants found in Nepal might have gone through mutations. So, keeping in mind the risk of the new 
variant, gene sequencing should be done, he said.4 

The government has decided to ban people coming to Nepal from nine countries in the wake of the spread of the Omicron 
variant of coronavirus. The Cabinet meeting of December 2 banned the entry of people coming from South Africa, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini, Mozambique, Malawi, and Hong Kong, people coming to Nepal via the 
aforementioned countries as transit, as well as anyone who has visited these countries in the past three weeks.5 

Amid a growing risk of spread of Omicron variant, the national conventions of Nepal’s major political parties — CPN-UML, 

Nepali Congress, Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center), Rastriya Prajatantra Party — have either just concluded or are 

about to start. And what is concerning is political parties are holding the conventions gathering crowds of hundreds of 

thousands of people. Public health experts warned that the national conventions could turn into super-spreader events and 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Annapurna Post 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Onlinekhabar 
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prove very costly to the country and the people. “We should not forget that huge rallies and gatherings were held before the 

second wave of the pandemic hit the country,” said Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Chief of Clinical Research Unit at the Sukraraj 

Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital. “Neither the opposition nor the ruling parties paid heed to warnings of experts and 

continued their political functions then, and what happened, we have not forgotten.” Doctors say the risk of transmission of the 

virus currently circulating in communities will be high if one is participating in huge crowds. Even if one forgets that there is no 

risk of the new variant, the existing variant Delta is still circulating in communities and making hundreds of people infected, 

dozens serious and people are also dying from the infection.6  

Health services have been hit at Beni Hospital in Beni, the district headquarters of Myagdi, due to a shortage of human 

resources. The only public hospital in Myagdi has been reeling under a manpower shortage as the Gandaki Provincial 

government did not renew the contract of 30 healthcare workers it had hired at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic two 

years ago. Sixteen staff nurses, four health assistants, two pharmacists, two lab technicians, one radiographer and five office 

assistants had been working at the hospital on a contract basis for the past two years. They were appointed under the COVID-

19 control fund of the province. However, the provincial executive did not extend their contracts this year, which expired on 

November 10. For patients visiting the hospital, the shortage means waiting all day to see a doctor or get their lab reports.7 

Chinese scientists have claimed that they have discovered antibodies that can destroy all variants of COVID-19. A team of 

scientists from the Guangzhou Sun Yat Sen University and Hangzhou Dianzi University have claimed to have found the 

antibodies that can fight off all variants of the coronavirus effectively. The 35B5 monoclonal antibody can neutralize the 

variants, says their report published on November 30.8  

 

 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 Onlinekhabar 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The Cabinet meeting on December 2 instructed the Ministry of Health and Population to arrange to administer at least  
200,000 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine daily mandatorily in Nepal. The Ministry had administered 300,000 doses of the 
vaccine earlier in a day.9 

Nepal will import additional doses of COVID-19 vaccine under the COVAX facility. The Serum Institute of India has made a 
shipment of 972,000 doses of the vaccine to Nepal, according to the Department of Health Services. Likewise, Nepal will, on 
December 8, import 600,000 doses of Covishield under COVAX. Likewise, Moderna COVID-19 vaccine for children will be 
arriving next Friday. The Department said 188,000 doses of Moderna vaccine had been procured from the US.10 

Donor agencies have asked the Nepal government to bring programs that can compensate for the loss of learning 
opportunities that students faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The advice was given during the meeting of the Education 
Ministry and the donor agencies.11  

The Nepal Mountaineering Association (NMA) is set to provide a relief package to the 3,000 laborers of the tourism sector 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The relief package will be provided with support from the Nippon Foundation of Japan 

within three months, according to Santabir Lama, President of NMA.12 

The PCR test report or complete vaccination against COVID-19 has been made mandatory for anyone entering Mustang in the 

wake of the spread of the Omicron variant. The number of domestic and international tourists has increased in Mustang in 

 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
11 Nayapatrika 
12 Nagarik 
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recent days with the decline in the cases of COVID-19.13 

The arrival of Indian and American tourists has improved in Nepal with the decline in the cases of COVID-19 infection and the 

relaxation of the travel restrictions. However, the Chinese tourists are arriving in negligible numbers as China has not given 

travel permits to its citizens.14 

The Ghorahi Sub-Metropolitan City of Dang has provided Rs 50,000 each to the 52 families of people who lost their lives due 

to the COVID-19 infection. The financial support was given to help the families who lost their family members to the pandemic, 

Mayor Naru Lal Chaudhary said.15  

Saving the lives of people of the Province from COVID-19 has been one of the major objectives of the Bagmati Provincial 

government — it was mentioned in its Common Minimum Program submitted to the Chief Minister Rajendra Pandey on 

December 2. It aims to administer the COVID-19 vaccine to all eligible citizens by the end of Chaitra (April 13).16  

International News  

Two people have been confirmed with the Omicron variant of coronavirus in India. They have been found in the state of 
Karnataka. With this, the variant has spread to 26 countries.17 

South Korea on December 1 reported its first cases of the Omicron coronavirus variant and tightened travel restrictions as 
fears grew about the strain’s impact on the country’s ongoing COVID-19 surge. Health authorities said Omicron was detected 

 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Setopati 
16 Onlinekhabar 
17 Onlinekhabar 
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in five people, including a fully vaccinated couple who had visited Nigeria from November 16 to 23, returning two days before 
the variant was officially reported by South Africa.18 

The UN migration agency says the coronavirus pandemic appears to have accelerated “hostile rhetoric” against migrants in the 
world and “radically altered” mobility, projecting in a new report that travel and other COVID-19 fighting restrictions could 
dampen migration worldwide as long as they remain.19  

Global factory activity accelerated in November although crippling supply bottlenecks remained, putting a cap on output, and 
driving up the cost of raw materials, according to surveys published on December 1. Towards the end of the month, the 
Omicron coronavirus variant emerged as a fresh worry for policymakers, who are already trying to pilot recovering economies 
and tamp down inflation. The November surveys likely did not reflect the spread of the variant, which could add further 
pressure on pandemic-disrupted supply chains, with many countries imposing fresh border controls to seal themselves off. 20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
18 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
19 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
20 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   8 

 

 

 

Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21DEC03MM_082  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
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https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

