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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: December 1, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 245 new COVID-19 cases on November 30  

• Ad hocism plagues Nepal’s health sector as the threat of Omicron looms  

• Existing COVID-19 vaccines should be highly effective at preventing severe disease and hospitalization form Omicron 
variant, according to top South African infectious disease expert; CEO says Moderna vaccine may be less effective 
against the Omicron variant 

• World Health Organization tells member states to accelerate vaccination of high-priority groups as surges in infection 
would have ‘severe consequences’, has also called for treaty to shield the world from next pandemic; China has 
promised 1 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses to Africa 

 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on November 30 reported 245 new coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally to 
821,366. In its regular situation report, the Ministry of Health and Population did not mention the death toll over the past 24 
hours. It, however, reported two COVID-19-related fatalities. The countrywide death toll has now reached 11,526. The number 
of active cases stands at 6,931.2  

As the emergence of Omicron variant of COVID-19 has caused a strong global reaction, with countries imposing travel curbs 
and other restrictions, worried that it could spread fast even among vaccinated populations, concerns have grown in Nepal too. 
Whether the new variant will enter Nepal is a matter of when, not if, experts say. Doctors and public health experts, who have 
repeatedly stressed that there was no room for complacency and have urged the public not to let their guard down, have called 
on authorities to scale up measures to avoid any catastrophe. The Ministry of Home Affairs on November 28 decided to restrict 
entry to people from African countries. Fighting the virus in an effective manner needs a number of combined efforts — placing 
the right people in the right place, increasing tests, making testing, tracing, and treatment effective and improving health 
infrastructure, among others. In Nepal, however, there has either been a reactive approach, which means getting down to work 
after the disaster strikes, or ad hocism. A case in point is the decision of the Ministry of Health and Population to transfer 
several point officials, including Dr Anup Bastola, Director at the Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital, who has 
been transferred to the SAARC TB and HIV/AIDS Center. Health Ministry officials say such transfers are “a regular process”.  
But this is not the first time the Health Ministry has transferred director of the Infectious Disease Hospital, the key facility 
treating people infected with the coronavirus, since the start of the pandemic.3 

The government has transferred the only tropical medicine expert of the country Dr Anup Bastola outside of his expertise at a 
time when the Omicron variant is increasing the risk of the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. He has been transferred to 
the SAARC Tuberculosis Center from the Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital upon the instructions of the 
Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada.4  

Existing COVID-19 vaccines should be highly effective at preventing severe disease and hospitalization from the newly 

 
2 Kathmandupost.com 
3 The Kathmandu Post 
4 Nayapatrika 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   4 

identified Omicron variant, a top South African infectious disease expert said on November 29. Professor Salim Abdool Karim, 

who served as the government’s chief advisor during the initial response to the pandemic, also said it too early to say whether 

Omicron led to more severe clinical symptoms than previous variants. However, he said it did appear more contagious and 

more likely to infect people with immunity from vaccination or prior infection, and he was expecting it to drive new daily 

infections in the country above 10,000 before the end of the week, from 2,858 on November 28.5 

Stephane Bancel, CEO of the company manufacturing Moderna vaccine, has said the vaccine against COVID-19 currently 

being might be less effective against the Omicron variant. There might not be the same level of efficacy of the vaccine against 

the new variant as compared to the efficacy seen against the Delta variant, he said.6 

The heavily mutated Omicron coronavirus variant is likely to spread internationally and poses a very high risk of infection 

surges that could have “severe consequences” in some places, the World Health Organization said on November 29. No 

Omicron-linked deaths have yet been reported, though further research was needed to assess its potential to resist vaccines 

and immunity induced by previous infections, it added. Anticipating increased case numbers as the variant, first reported last 

week, spreads, the UN agency urged its 194 member states to accelerate vaccination of high-priority groups.7 

The world must study the wreckage of COVID-19 and say “never again” by striking a pandemic preparedness treaty, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) said on November 29 as countries gathered to build a new accord. WHO Director-General Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus said another disastrous pandemic was bound to happen unless countries showed the resolve to 

strengthen global defenses.8 

China’s President pledged to offer Africa 1 billion COVID-19 doses on November 29, with the continent struggling to acquire 

enough jabs to immunize against the disease. In a speech made via a video link to a China-Africa summit near Senegal’s 

 
5 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
8 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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capital Dakar, President Xi Jinping said his country would donate 600 million doses directly. A further 400 million doses would 

come from other sources, such as investments in production sites, which are sorely lacking across most of Africa.9 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The cost for PCR test at Shahid Gangalal Heart Center has been reduced to Rs 1,000 from Rs 1,700 upon the instructions of 
the Minister of Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada.10  

Nepali students have been affected by the decision of Australia to close its borders for two weeks. Australia made the decision 
citing that it needs to get more information on the Omicron variant of COVID-19. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison had 
decided to allow international students and skilled human resources to enter Australia from December 1 previously. But with 
the new decision, all those including Nepali students who have already bought tickets to fly to Australia will not be able to do  
so until December 15.11 

Nepali documentary ‘Infected Abroad 2019’ based on journalist Manchhiring Tamang’s journey through COVID-19 infection in 

New York away from his family has bagged an award in Japan — bronze win in the Best Short Documentary category for the 

month of November during the Tokyo Film Award Festival. The documentary revolves around Tamang’s ordeal after being 

infected by the coronavirus while he was in the USA in March 2019, while his family was back in Nepal.12 

 
9 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
10 Kantipur 
11 Kantipur 
12 The Kathmandu Post 
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International News  

Portugal detected 13 cases of the Omicron variant on November 29, Scotland reported six cases, Dutch authorities said 13 
cases of Omicron had been found among passengers on two flights from South Africa, two cases of Omicron were detected in 
Bavaria and a suspected case was found in the west of Germany, Austria identified a first case of Omicron,  Italy said a case of 
Omicron was detected in Milan, Czech authorities were examining suspected case of Omicron in a person who spent time in 
Namibia, while Australia said two people had tested positive for Omicron.13  

One case of infection with the Omicron variant of coronavirus has been confirmed in Japan. It was found in a male who had 
arrived in Japan from Namibia.14  

The US Transportation Security Administration (TSA) screened 2.45 million airline passengers on November 28, the highest 
number of daily passengers since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the agency said. The tally was the highest for one day 
since mid-February 2020.15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21DEC01MM_080  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

