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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

  
      Date: August 27, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 2,052 new COVID-19 cases, 26 deaths on August 26; Nepalgunj-based Bheri Hospital’s COVID-19 ward 
overrun with infected patients; Nepal in second place after Sri Lanka among South Asian nations reporting a high rate of 
COVID-19 infections, 100 persons in every 1,000,000 testing positive everyday; masks used by COVID-19 person if not 
disposed of properly has a high risk of spreading the virus  

• Nepal gives permission for third phase clinical trials for COVID-19 vaccine — SARS-CoV-2 mRNA — developed by 
China  

• UK has given 130,000 doses of AstraZeneca to Nepal  

• Heath experts fear immunization centers are becoming COVID-19 hotspots  

• Bajura children suffering from malnutrition due to COVID-19 outbreak  

• Protection against COVID-19 offered by two doses of Pfizer/BioNTech, Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines begins to fade 
after 6 months, say Britain’s researchers 

 
 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 754,915 on August 26 with 2,052 more people testing positive for the infection in  
the past 24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,638 with 26 more fatalities. Nepal's  
COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 93.5 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, while the country's active COVID-19 case 
count currently is 38,384.2  

The COVID-19 ward of Bheri Hospital in Nepalgunj has been filled with a surge in the cases of COVID-19 infection there. The 
condition of most of the infected patients visiting the hospital is critical, as per the hospital. 3 

Nepali is in second place after Sri Lanka amongst the South Asian countries with a high rate of COVID-19 infection. Everyday 
200 people are being infected in every 1,000,000 people in Sri Lanka, while it is 100 people per day.4 

The Antigen Test of people walking on the streets is being done in Baglung. The tests are being done in the chowks of the 
district headquarters. A total of 93 people were tested for the same at the Loktantrik Chowk on August 25, and everyone’s 
report came back negative.5 

If a mask is not disposed of properly after use, there is an equally high risk of the spread of COVID-19 infection. Likewise, 
there is a risk of COVID-19 and other infections if a COVID-19 positive person disposes of the used mask haphazardly.6 

All services of the Land Revenue Office of Syangja have been suspended from August 26 after five of its staff tested positive 
for COVID-19.7 

Preparations against the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic have begun in Karnali Province. Running health desks at major 
border checkposts and expansion of the COVID-19 tests are the major plans of the provincial government.8 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nagarik 
4 Nagarik 
5 Baarhakhari 
6 Nayapatrika 
7 Baarhakhari 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   4 

The government has given permission to conduct clinical trials of a vaccine against COVID-19 and a vaccine against cholera in 
Nepal. It has granted approval for the trial of the third phase for COVID-19 vaccine — SARS-CoV-2 mRNA — developed by 
China. The trial will be done on 3,000 people.9 

The British government gave 130,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine to Nepal on August 26.10 

Five days after receiving his second dose of COVID-19 vaccine, a 42-year-old man from Tikapur of Kailali district tested 

positive for COVID-19. He says he could have contracted the virus while waiting in line at the immunization center. This is a 

common refrain of hundreds of people and doctors suspect the vaccination centers may have turned into COVID-19 hotspots. 

Despite repeated warnings by public health experts, epidemiologists and virologists, authorities concerned have not taken any 

steps to reduce crowding at vaccination centers and the public have also not taken the warnings seriously. “Authorities have 

been running immunization centers at hospitals where COVID-19 patients are treated. Such immunization centers should be 

relocated,” said Dr Binjawala Shrestha, a public health expert.11  

The COVID-19 outbreak has led to a rise in malnutrition cases as more children have become malnourished for want of 

nutritious food in Bajura. The escalating cases of COVID-19 have rendered many children malnourished in the district, 

according to Bajura Health Office Chief Daya Krishna Pant. Extreme poverty triggered by the pandemic has hit pregnant 

women and malnourished children hard. Data at Bajura Health Office show that 236 children up to the age of 23 months have 

experienced extreme undernourishment. Similarly, 629 children have developed medium type of malnourishment, while 18, 

577 experienced common malnourishment in the last fiscal.12  

Protection against COVID-19 offered by two doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech and the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines begins to 

fade after six months, according to researchers in Britain. After five to six months, the effectiveness of the Pfizer jab at 

preventing COVID-19 infection after the second dose fell from 88 per cent to 74 per cent, an analysis of data collected in 

 
8 Ratopati 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Setopati 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
12 The Himalayan Times 
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Britain's ZOE COVID study showed. For the AstraZeneca vaccine, effectiveness fell from 77 per cent to 67 per cent after four 

to five months.13 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The supply of COVID-19 vaccine and vaccination is the main priority of the government at present, State Minister for Health 
and Population Umesh Shrestha told the Education and Health Committee of the House of Representatives on August 26. He 
also informed that everyday around 300,000 people are being given the vaccine. “We aim to inoculate 500,000 people daily,” 
he added. He also informed that the current government has ensured 53,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine for Nepal.14 

The COVID-19 vaccine has been sent to the flood and landslide affected in the Sindhupalchok-Helambu region for the 20,000-
strong population above the age of 18. According to senior public health officer Durga Dutta Chapagain, the vaccine has been 
sent to the health centers to be administered from August 26.15 

The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has requested all students of Grade XII and above to take the  
COVID-19 vaccine.16  

State Minister for Health and Population Umesh Shrestha informed that the government is giving the AstraZeneca vaccine, 
provided by the Japanese government, to Grade XII students. Likewise, the payment for the procurement of Moderna vaccine 

 
13 Setopati 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Baarhakhari 
16 Onlinekhabar 
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for those aged 9 to 18 has already been made. Preparations are being made to bring 10,000,000 doses of Pfizer vaccine for 
young children, he informed.17 

The schools shut down by COVID-19 pandemic will reopen from August 31 in Rukum West.18 

The children of Dolpa complained that the students of urban areas are studying online amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
they were unable to do so due to the lack of internet access. During a school’s annual program, they also shared about being 
safe from the COVID-19 pandemic via a song. The schools in Dolpa are running in-person classes from July 16 after being 
shut down for nearly one-and-a half years due to the pandemic.19 

The government has said it has made arrangement to make the vaccination card with QR code available within two-three 

hours for those who need to go abroad urgently.20 

The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has started an investigation of a staff member of Shahid Gangalal National 

Heart Center who was involved in making fake PCR test reports of COVID-19. The MoHP started the investigation after 

receiving a complaint from the public against Binod Kumar Yadav, a senior technician of the hospital’s lab.21 

The prohibitory orders will be relaxed in Gorkha, effective from August 28. Vehicles will also be allowed to ply on the basis of 

an odd-even number system.22 

India has given an oxygen plant with a production capacity of 960 liters per minute to the BP Koirala Institute of Health 

Sciences in support of Nepal’s fight against COVID-19.23  

The private sector played an important role to protect the Nepali economy from crisis amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 

 
17 Ratopati 
18 Baarhakhari 
19 Nagarik 
20 Baarhakhari 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Onlinekhabar 
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according to Sara Beysolow Nyanti, UN Resident Coordinator for Nepal.24  

International News  

China went on the offensive on August 25 ahead of the release of a US intelligence report on the origins of the coronavirus, 
bringing out a senior official to accuse the United States of politicizing the issue by seeking to blame China. Fu Cong, a foreign 
ministry director general, said at a briefing for foreign journalists that “scapegoating China cannot whitewash the US”. “If they 
want to baselessly accuse China, they better be prepared to accept the counterattack from China,” he said. China, the US and 
the World Health Organization are entangled in a feud that enters on whether the virus that causes COVID-19 could have 
leaked from a lab in the city of Wuhan, where the disease was first detected in late 2019.25 

Japan expanded its coronavirus state of emergency on August 25 for a second week in a row, adding eight more prefectures 
as a surge in infections fueled by the Delta variant strains the country’s healthcare system. The government last week 
extended the state of emergency until September 12 and expanded the areas covered to 13 prefectures from sis including 
Tokyo. With four new prefectures added to a separate ‘quasi-emergency’ status, 33 of Japan’s 47 prefectures are now under 
some type of emergency measures.26  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
24 Nayapatrika 
25 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
26 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21AUG27MM_016  
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