
 

           Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring, Nepal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   2 

Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: August 23, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,702 new COVID-19 cases, 24 deaths on August 22; Sudurpaschim, Karnali Provinces seeing a surge 
in COVID-19 cases; COVID-19 confirmed in 15 per cent of samples tested in Sudurpaschim Province; Kathmandu 
Valley administrations to decide on extension of prohibitory orders on August 23 after analyzing increasing rate of 
COVID-19 infections  

• Auditor General has questioned the move to grant Omni Group the contract to procure healthcare materials for 
treatment and containment of COVID-19 pandemic, has said making agreements for procurement of healthcare 
materials with people not responsible for the same is against the law  

• Coronavirus Prevention, Control and Treatment Fund set up in March 2020 remains unused 

• ‘Smart lockdown’: No one knows what it is, and how it can or is to be implemented 
 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Nearly 2,000,000 Antigen Test kits provided by different nations about to go to waste as they remain unused 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 747,733 on August 22 with 1,702 more people testing positive for the infection in the 
past 24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,509 with 24 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 
recovery rate stands at 93.4 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, and the COVID-19 case count currently is 38,751.2 

The active cases of COVID-19 have reached nearly 40,000 in Nepal — one-third of this population is from Kathmandu Valley, 
according to the Ministry of Health and Population.3 

The rate of COVID-19 infection has started to increase in Sudurpaschim Province. The number of infected people visiting the 
Seti Provincial Hospital for treatment is also increasing. The increase in human activities and not following public health 
protocols has led to the increase, as per Dr Sher Bahadur Kamar, chief consultant of the hospital. 4 

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in 15 per cent of the samples tested in Sudurpaschim Province. The infection has 
been confirmed in 45,961 people in the Province as of now.5 

The COVID-19 infection has started to surge in Karnali Province again. According to Dr KN Poudel of Karnali Provincial 
Hospital, there has been a sudden spike in cases, while infected patients in critical condition are being admitted to  
the hospital.6 

The district administrations of Kathmandu Valley have said they will extend the prohibitory orders after analyzing the increasing 
rate of COVID-19 infection here. The infection and death rates have been increasing in recent days, and there will be an 
analysis on this on August 23, and the prohibitory orders will be extended accordingly, according to Dhundi Prasad Niraula, 
Chief District Officer of Lalitpur.7 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Baarhakhari 
4 Nagarik 
5 Ratopati 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Baarhakhari 
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The Office of the Auditor General has stated that making agreements for the procurement of healthcare materials with people 
who were not responsible for the same is against the law. The statement has come in the context when the government had 
made agreement with the Omni Group for the procurement of healthcare materials and medical supplies needed for the 
treatment and containment of COVID-19 pandemic in the country after the second person in the country was confirmed with 
the infection last year. Likewise, it has also said the four different types of medicines procured for the treatment of COVID-19 
infected people were found to be of low quality.8 

The Auditor General has questioned the move to grant the contract to the Omni Group during the COVID-19 pandemic for the 
procurement of medical supplies. It has questioned why the advisor of the then Health Minister was active in the procurement 
process. It has also questioned the use of medical supplies brought by the Omni Group without any kind of test.9 

The Office of the Auditor General has pointed out several shortcomings and anomalies of the government in the fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the fiscal year 2019-2020. The report titled ‘Special Audit Report on COVID-19 Management’ has 
pointed out, among other things, the government’s delayed preparations  for the evolving crisis while mentioning many 
shortcomings in the management of the quarantine and isolation centers, management of people entering the country and 
anomalies in the procurement of medical goods.10 

The fund created by the government to generate resources to fight COVID-19 through voluntary contributions has remained 

idle throughout the second wave of the pandemic, with no budget released since January 27. The Coronavirus Prevention, 

Control and Treatment Fund was set up in March 2020, two months after the country reported its first infection, with a view to 

using the money for procuring medicines and medical goods, setting up infrastructure for the management of the infected, 

mobilizing human resources and providing relief for those hit hard by the pandemic. When the pandemic caused a 

humanitarian crisis in May, the government decided to bring the fund, headed by the National Planning Commission Vice-

Chairperson, under the reorganized COVID-19 Crisis Management Center through an ordinance. Even after coming under the 

new structure, not a single rupee has been released from the fund for procuring medical goods and building health 

infrastructure, according to official record.11  

 
8 Kantipur 
9 Nayapatrika 
10 The Kathmandu Post 
11 The Kathmandu Post 
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In a bid to contain the growing number of COVID-19 cases, the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center on August 16 issued a 

circular to the District Administration Offices across the country to enforce ‘smart lockdowns’. However, this is not the first time 

CCMC has come up with the idea of such a lockdown. Two months ago, on June d20, when the prohibitory orders in 

Kathmandu Valley were loosened, CCMC had used the term ‘smart lockdown’ while introducing an odd-even number rule for 

vehicles and allowing businesses to operate on alternate days. However, the authorities themselves were not clear what 

exactly smart lockdown meant and how they were going to implement it. When asked what a ‘smart lockdown’ means, Chief 

District Officer of Kathmandu Kali Prasad Parajuli suggested selectively sealing areas that have higher COVID-19 cases to 

tame the virus transmission. However, none of the districts including Kathmandu, has reliable data to pinpoint COVID-19 

hotspots and infection clusters to enforce localized restrictions. Doctors say it is difficult to impose selective restrictions as 

there has not been any homework.  Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Chief of the Clinical Research Unit at Sukraraj Tropical and 

Infectious Disease Hospital, Teku said he doesn’t know what ‘smart lockdown’ exactly means and how the authorities are 

going to implement it.12  

Nearly 2,000,000 Antigen Test kits provided by different nations to Nepal are about to go to waste as they are not being used. 

The government has used only 400,000 of them — the disinterest of the government has not only delayed the identification 

and control of COVID-19 infection, but foreign grant assistance is also going to waste.13 

The Antigen Test kits have been used in some of the districts, but many are left unused in most of the districts of all provinces 

of the country.14 

 

 

 
12 The Kathmandu Post 
13 Kantipur 
14 Kantipur 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

VACCINE PROCUREMENT & VACCINATION DRIVE 

The Ministry of Health and Population said that it has been working to purchase an additional 6 million doses of the Vero Cell 
vaccine from China. Officials said they are in talks with the Asian Development Bank to secure funds for the procurement.15 

More than 208,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine provided by Japan arrived in Kathmandu on August 21.16 

Nepal has received 12,668,230 doses of COVID-19 vaccine in the past seven months. Of them, 8,770,664 doses have been 
used, as per the Ministry of health and Population.17 

The ratio of people taking the complete doses of the COVID-19 vaccine is higher in Nepal than in India. Out of every 100 
people, 16 have completed their vaccine doses in Nepal while it is only nine out of 100 in India.18 

The COVID-19 vaccination campaign continued in Kathmandu on August 22. People above the age of 40 as well as students 
of Grades XI and XII are being given the vaccines from different immunization centers from August 20.19 

MIGRANT MOVEMENT AND PROBLEMS 

About 11,000 laborers who had not been able to go to South Korea in the past one-and-a-half years since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic will now be able to go to the country for employment opportunities. An agreement has been signed 
between Nepal and South Korean governments on sending the laborers via direct flight, staying in a 14-day quarantine after 

 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
16 The Himalayan Times 
17 Nayapatrika 
18 Kantipur 
19 Baarhakhari 
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reaching South Korea, and bearing the quarantine and insurance cost by the laborers themselves. As such the laborers will 
need to pay an additional Rs 250,000 as per the new agreement.20 

A large number of migrant workers from Lumbini, Karnali and Sudurpaschim provinces have started returning to India in search 
of jobs. Hundreds of people, mostly youth, enter India through Jumunaha crossing on a daily basis, according to the border 
police. Purna Khatri, Sub-Inspector of Area Police Office, Jumunaha, said around 500 to 600 individuals are entering India on a 
daily basis. “Most of the people are headed to New Delhi, Chandigarh, Gujarat and Mumbai. They had returned to Nepal some 
three to four months ago,” Khatri said.21 

The exams of Grade XI and university level have been completed amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. However, more 372,000 

students of Grade XII are in a dilemma as their exams had been postponed stating that there is the risk of the spread of 

COVID-19 infection.22 

The cancellation of the exams of Grade XII by the government in the last hour citing the risk of COVID-19 infection has 

increased the financial burden on students. Likewise, it has also been depriving them of the different opportunities. 23 

The community and government schools of Kathmandu have become like ghost houses as there are no physical classes. As 

teaching-learning is being done online due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the buildings are empty and lack maintenance.24 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has urged the public to not make crowds while celebrating festivals and shopping for daily 

essentials. It has also urged the public to limit the celebrations to formalities while following public health protocols.25 

Due to fear of COVID-19, the various shrines in all seven rural municipalities of Humla district could not organize grand 

celebrations save for the formal rituals on the occasion of Saune Purnima, which used to be observed with fanfare here.26 

 
20 Nayapatrika 
21 The Kathmandu Post 
22 Nayapatrika 
23 Nagarik 
24 Kantipur 
25 Setopati 
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The District Administration Office Kathmandu warned the traders of New Road, Basantapur and Sundhara areas to follow 

public health safety protocols to be safe from COVID-19 pandemic during a market inspection. During the inspection, it also 

levied a fine of Rs 100 each on 68 traders and the public not wearing masks.27 

Nepal Police has distributed 945,940 pieces of mask across the nation since April 19. It has been distributing the masks as a 

part of its campaign ‘Where is your mask?’.28  

The possibility of people receiving the insurance amount who have not received the amount for COVID-19 insurance in the 

past five months has become low. They are being deprived of their rights as the government has not paid the insurance 

amount as committed while the insurance companies have also been hesitating to pay the amount.29 

Domestic tourists are being spotted in Pokhara as the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic has weakened to an extent. 

However, they are limited inside the hotels as the tourist destinations are not open yet, as per the hoteliers there.30  

From 2020 to early 2021, the global economic crisis worsened with millions of workers losing jobs due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Like in other countries, a reverse migration started in Nepal too, with official figures suggesting that nearly half a 

million Nepalis who were stranded abroad were rescued, and outbound numbers plunged. However, despite an odd situation, 

Nepali migrant workers sent home Rs 961.05 billion in the last fiscal year, ending mid-July, a record-high money transfer to 

Nepal since Nepalis started to look for overseas employment more than two decades ago.31  

As many as 10,000 bottles of nitric oxide supplements are being donated to Nepal courtesy Basanta Chaudhary Foundation 

and Norvic Initiatives for Nutrition and Health along with support from former senator of Texas in the US Dan Shelley.  

 
26 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
27 Setopati 
28 Ratopati 
29 Kantipur 
30 Nagarik 
31 The Kathmandu Post 
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Nitric oxide and proven to be useful in the treatment of COVID-19 as it maintains blood pressure and saturated oxygen level in 

the blood.32 

Chief Minister for Gandaki Province Krishna Chandra Pokharel has expressed commitment to ensure COVID-19 vaccines to all 

1.5 million people above 15 years in the Province.33  

The government spent Rs 710,000 per person while rescuing Nepalis from Wuhan of China, the origin of the COVID-19 

pandemic. A total of 187 Nepalis were rescued then.34 

International News  

AstraZeneca’s new antibody therapy reduced the risk of people developing COVID-19 symptoms by 77 per cent in a late-stage 
trial, putting the drugmaker on track to offer protection to those who respond poorly to vaccines. The company said on August 
20 that 75 per cent of the participants in the trial for the therapy — two types of antibodies discovered by Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center — had chronic conditions including some with a lower immune response to vaccinations.35 

Rich countries’ decisions to roll out COVID-19 booster shots while so many people across Africa remain unvaccinated 
“threaten the promise of a brighter tomorrow” for the continent, the Africa Director for the World Health Organization said on 
August 18, warning that “as some richer countries hoard vaccines, they make a mockery of vaccine equity”. Matshidio Moeti 
and other African health officials had warned against booster shots in recent weeks as less than 2 per cent of the population on 
the continent of 1.3 billion people is fully vaccinated.36 

Hundreds were arrested after violent clashes between anti-lockdown protesters and police in Australia’s two largest cities on 
August 21 as the country recorded its sharpest rise in daily COVID-19 cases since the pandemic began. Melbourne’s public 

 
32 The Himalayan Times 
33 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
34 Kantipur 
35 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
36 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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health orders didn’t deter thousands from venting anger in march against the lockdown rules, with police using pepper spray in 
violent clashes with protesters. Several officers were injured, and more than 200 people arrested in the “violent and unlawful” 
protest, Victoria Police said in a statement. In Sydney, more than 1,500 police flooded the city, setting up roadblocks and 
making dozens of arrests as around 250 gathered there, New South Wales Police said. Large crowds were also reported at an 
anti-lockdown rally in Brisbane.37 

Russia reported 797 coronavirus-related deaths in the last 24 hours on August 21, and 21,000 new cases including 1.852 in 
the capital Moscow.38 

Brazil has had 33,887 new cases of the coronavirus reported in the past 24 hours, and 870 deaths from COVID-19, the health 
ministry said on August 20.39 

Vietnam’s plan to prohibit residents of Ho Chi Minh City from leaving their homes from August 23 has triggered panic buying in 
the epicenter of its worst coronavirus outbreak. The scramble for purchase is hurting efforts in the nation’s largest city to 
contain the spiraling COVID-19 outbreak, said the official Vietnam News Agency.40  

Authorities in Shanghai have quarantined hundreds of people in an attempt to halt a fresh COVID-19 outbreak in the city after 
infections were detected in cargo workers at its airport, the municipal government said on August 21. Some 120 people 
deemed close contacts of the infected five workers at Pudong Airport were placed in quarantine along with hundreds of others 
deemed secondary contacts.41  

 

 

 

 
37 Agence France Presse (in The Himalayan Times) 
38 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
39 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
40 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
41 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21AUG23MM_012  
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