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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: 7 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 478 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death on 6 January  

• Health Ministry data of last 5 days show COVID-19 infection has increased to 5% on 6 January from 2.5% at the 
beginning of the week; testing is almost negligible at the Nepal-India border checkposts though infection has increased 
almost 5 times in neighboring India; provinces stepping up preparations as COVID-19 cases rise 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 830,480 on 6 January with 478 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 
24 hours. On the other hand, the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll reached 11,602 with one fatality. The country's active 
COVID-19 case count currently is 5,431. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.9%, while the fatality rate stands at 
1.4%. So far, a total of 25,642,292 people have received coronavirus vaccine across the country, of which 14,737,433 have 
received the first dose, while only 10,904,851 individuals have been inoculated with both the doses and are fully vaccinated. As 
many as 120,653 people received the COVID-19 vaccine on January 6 alone.2 

The impact of the increase in COVID-19 infection in India has started to be visible in Nepal too. The data of the last five days of 
the Ministry of Health and Population show that the infection rate has started to increase in Nepal. The infection rate increased 
to around 5% on 6 January — it was around 2.5% at the beginning of the week.3 

The COVID-19 infection has increased 5 times in the past one week in neighboring India, but the testing is almost negligible in 
the Nepali border checkposts. Everyday thousands of Nepali citizens are traveling across the border checkposts. However, the 
government has not increased the test rate there.4 

The Omicron variant of COVID-19 is not as fatal as the Delta variant, but it can affect those who have a weak immune system. 
Infectious disease expert Dr Sher Bahadur Pun says the government needs to administer the COVID-19 vaccine to all to keep 
everyone safe from the Omicron variant.5 

The world has once again been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The infection has speeded up in many countries due to 
the Omicron variant. The Omicron variant has been spreading quickly across the world, according to a study.6 

The threat of the spread of the Omicron variant is not just in Lumbini Province but across the country as Nepal shares a long 
over 1,800 km border with Nepal. Nepal so far has reported 3 Omicron cases. All have already been cleared of COVID-19 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Ratopati 
4 Nayapatrika 
5 Nagarik 
6 Annapurna Post 
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now. But health authorities have warned of the continued threat of the spread of this particular variant, with S-gene target 
failure being reported in several infected individuals. Government authorities in Lumbini Province say the medical infrastructure 
of the province is stronger than in previous years.7  

A health desk established at the eastern gate has come into operation in Kakadbhitta, Jhapa from 5 January. Mechinagar 
Municipality Mayor Bimal Acharya said the municipality had managed a team of health workers in the sensitive area as the 
coronavirus infection has been spreading rapidly. 8 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The Hetaunda District Vaccine Coordination Committee has decided to run the vaccination drive against COVID-19. It has  
said that it will start the regular vaccination program as only 53% of the population has taken the vaccine against COVID-19  
as of now.9  

Preparations have been made to administer the Pfizer vaccine from schools to children aged 12 to 17 years from the coming 
week in Kathmandu. The vaccination had been postponed due to a shortage of syringes required to administer the vaccine.10 

The government’s vaccination drive against COVID-19 is going on across the country. The Moderna vaccine is being 
administered to children aged 12 to 17 years in 57 districts, while those above the age of 18 years are being given Vero Cell 
and AstraZeneca shots across the country.11 

 
7 The Kathmandu Post 
8 The Himalayan Times 
9 Setopati 
10 Baahrakhari 
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The India visit of Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has been canceled due to the increase in the COVID-19 infection in the 
state of Gujarat in India. He had been invited for the Vibrant Gujarat summit, but the Gujarat government has canceled the 
summit with the increase in the cases of the infection there.12 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Chairman of Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center), has stopped all kinds of meeting for now stating 
that there has been an increase in the COVID-19 infection. Three staff members working at the party’s central office also got 
infected with COVID-19.13 

A meeting between Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada and Japanese Ambassador Kikuta Yutaka discussed 

the possible role that Japan can play to help Nepal contain and control the spread of COVID-19 pandemic. Japan has already 

donated oxygen generators, blood gas analyzers along with ambulances, among others.14 

After the COVID-19 infected started dying due to the shortage of oxygen in Pokhara during the second wave of COVID-19 

pandemic, the Batash Foundation made an announcement to install an oxygen plant in the Pokhara Academy of Health 

Sciences. The foundation ran a campaign ‘donate Rs 100, save life in pandemic’ for the same and said it would complete the 

installation of the oxygen plant within 15 days to one month. It has been nine months since the announcement, but the oxygen 

plant has not been set up in the hospital.15  

International News  

The leader of Britain’s opposition Labour Party tested positive for the coronavirus and will miss the chance to grill Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson about the government’s COVID-19 policies on 5 January as soaring infections strain the UK health 
system. Confirmed new daily infections across the UK jumped to a record 218,274 on 4 January, 15% more than the previous 

 
11 Baahrakhari 
12 Setopati 
13 Setopati 
14 Setopati 
15 Onlinekhabar 
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high set on 31 December. Hospitals in the Greater Manchester regions said they would pause some non-urgent surgeries amid 
the rising impact of COVID-19 and worker absences.16 

New COVID-19 cases in India surged to 58,097 on 5 January, a doubling of the daily tally over the past four days, as health 
experts called for preparations to ensure hospitals are not overwhelmed by a new wave of patients.17 

India’s drug regulator on 5 January granted approval to Bharat Biotech for conducting late stage trials of its nasal COVID-19 
vaccine to be used as a booster shot, according to a Mint report, which cited ANI. The vaccine maker submitted the late-stage 
application to the Drugs Controller General of India in December, adding that an intranasal vaccine as a booster dose would be 
easier to administer in mass vaccination campaigns.18 

China on 5 January reported a major drop in COVID-19 infections in the northern city of Xian, which has been under a tight 
lockdown for the past two weeks. The National Health Commission announced just 35 new cases in Xian.19  

Hong Kong authorities announced a two-week ban on flights from the United States and seven other countries — Australia, 
Canada, France, India, Pakistan, the Philippines and Britain, and held 2,500 passengers on a cruise ship for coronavirus 
testing on 5 January as the city attempted to stem an emerging Omicron outbreak.20  

Israel opened to tourists for the first time in nearly two years. After just a month, it slammed shut. Now the Omicron variant has 
set a widely-expected record for new infections in the country, which will once again crack open on 9 January, but only to 
travelers from certain nations. The Omicron variant is outpacing the government’s ability to make and execute clear pandemic 
public policy. What was once a straightforward regimen of vaccines, testing , contact tracing and distancing for the nation of 
9.4 million has splintered into a zigzag of rules that seem to change every few days.21  

 
16 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
17 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
18 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
19 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
20 The Associated Press (in the Kathmandu Post) 
21 The Associated Press (in the Kathmandu Post) 
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French parliament suspended debate on a new COVID-19 law early on 5 January as opposition lawmakers demanded 
explanations from President Emmanuel Macron about comments in which he said he wanted to “piss off”  
unvaccinated people.22  

Novak Djokovic was on his way to Australia to play at this month’s Grand Slam after receiving a medical exemption, but Prime 
Minister Scott Morison vowed on 5 January to send the world number one home if the Serbian cannot prove he deserves it.23 

With his medical exemption approved, Novak Djokovic may have some explaining to do when he gets to Melbourne to defend 
his Australian Open title. 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
23 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
24 The Associated Press (in the Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN07MM_106  

 
   

           

mailto:sgurung@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

