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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

      Date: 24 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 5 598 new COVID-19 cases, 4 death on 23 January, Omicron variant seen in 87.5% of samples in gene 
sequencing; 16 people died due to COVID-19 in a single day on 22 January, the highest since the onset of third wave, 
infectious disease expert Dr Janak Koirala projects this could reach 25 to 30; Birgunj reported its first COVID-19 death 
of third wave on 20 January; study projects daily COVID-19 cases may reach 26 000 in third week of Magh, confirmed 
cases estimated to be around 2-3% of total cases as many infected have not got tested for COVID-19; more than 500 
children below 18 years of age getting infected with COVID-19 daily; unvaccinated, senior citizens and those with 
chronic illnesses with compromised immune systems among those who’ve succumbed to COVID-19 recently  

• Infections surging in Sudurpashchim Province, facing surge in COVID-19-like symptoms in 15-20 year age group; 
complacency driving up COVID-19 cases in Lumbini: Saptari reeling under double whammy of cold wave and COVID-19 
infection; active cases have crossed 2 300 in Chitwan, doctors warn of human resources crunch and strain on 
healthcare system as medical personnel are getting infected; COVID-19 infection has spread massively in Jhapa, 
Morang and Sunsari districts of Province 1  

• COVID-19 vaccination drive suspended at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital from 24 January after more 
than 50 staff tested positive for COVID-19  

• Former prime minister KP Sharma Oli has tested positive for COVID-19; Singhadurbar has become the hotspot of 
COVID-19 infection with around 40% of employees estimated to have tested positive; COVID-19 infection confirmed in 
33% of total cases tested in residential quarters of 2 ministers; staff of banks and financial institutions testing positive for 
COVID-19, services affected, branches of many closed  
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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• Nepal to receive 4 million doses of Moderna vaccines that it bought under COVAX’s cost-sharing scheme on 24 and 25 
January  

• UK designates sub-lineage of Omicron variant as a variant under investigation 
 
 
 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Shortage of Cetamol continues in the market despite the government assuring resumption of supply from 21 January; 
Health Ministry claims there is no shortage of Cetamol or other medicines; Ramechhap facing Cetamol crunch; 
consumers’ rights activists say drug manufacturers and traders creating artificial shortage of Cetamol to raise the price 
of the drug  

• Government and private labs yet to apply slashed rates for PCR Tests revised by the government on 19 January; PCR 
Tests have been made free in Bajura District Hospital  

• Kathmandu Valley’s re-introduction of odd-even number plate rule draws flak of public health experts saying such a rule 
puts public at more risk of infection as less number of vehicles on roads means overcrowding in available vehicles 

 
 

  

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The national active COVID-19 caseload of Nepal climbed to 77 040 on 23 January as 5 598 people tested positive for the 
infection in the past 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 910 394, while the death toll reached 11 655 as 4 fatalities were 
recorded. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 90.3%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.4%. Health authorities had 
recently performed gene sequencing on as many as 32 samples, of which 28 tested positive for the Omicron variant, while the 
latter were Delta variants. The Health Ministry said that this is an indication that Omicron (87.5% of samples tested) is 
gradually replacing the Delta variant which had wreaked havoc during the second wave of the pandemic. In the past 24 hours, 
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as many as 49 473 people received vaccines, including the booster dose, against COVID-19.2  

The Omicron variant has been to be replacing the Delta variant in Nepal – 88% of the total cases of infection are of Omicron 
variant as per the latest gene sequencing data of the Ministry of Health and Population. The Omicron variant was present in 28 
out of 32 samples tested, while 4 samples had the Delta variant.3  

A total of 16 people died due to COVID-19 in a single day on 22 January – the highest since the beginning of the third wave of 
the pandemic. The number of deaths increased four times as compared to 21 January.  All the deceased were patients with 
underlying health conditions like kidney disease, cancers and diabetes, as per the Ministry of Health and Population.4 

A total of 16 people died in a single day on 22 January in Nepal. But the number of single-day deaths might increase in the 
future based on the COVID-19 related projection of the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). The MoHP has projected 
that there will be 20 000 cases of infection in a single day in Nepal and 10 000 of them will be symptomatic, and around 1 000 
will need hospitalization. Based on that data, the daily COVID-19 deaths might reach 25 to 30 in Nepal, as per infectious 
disease expert Dr Janak Koirala.5 

One person died due to COVID-19 infection in Birgunj on 20 January — this is the first COVID-19 death here since the 
beginning of the third wave of the pandemic.6  

A study of the Mathematical Biology Research Group has projected that the daily cases of COVID-19 infection can  
reach up to 26 000 in the third week of Magh (30 January onwards) in Nepal. Likewise, the study also said that  
the current confirmed cases is around 2% to 3% of the total cases of infection because many people have not opted for  
testing despite being infected.7  

 
2 THT Online 
3 Onlinekhabar 
4 Nayapatrika 
5 Baahrakhari 
6 Annapurna Post 
7 Kantipur 
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More than 500 children below the age of 18 are being infected with COVID-19 daily amidst the continuous increase in COVID-
19 infection in the country.  The infection in children has increased in the past 2 weeks.  Along with an increase in the infection 
rate in children, the number of children visiting hospitals with COVID-19-like symptoms is also increasing.8  

A 53-year old man in Kailali died within a few minutes of getting the shot of Vero Cell vaccine.  He died some 15-20 minutes 
after taking the second dose of the vaccine though the reason for his death is yet to be revealed.9  

The latest trend of COVID-19 deaths in Nepal has shown that amongst those who died include people who have not  
taken the vaccine against COVID-19, senior citizens and people with chronic illnesses who have weak immune systems 
despite getting the vaccine. Five people who died in the past 3 days at the COVID-19 Unified Central Hospital at the Bir 
Hospital had not taken the jab.10  

The number of people infected with COVID-19 has been increasing every day in Saptari. Out of 25 people who underwent the 
test for the virus, 12 tested positive on 21 January.11  

Three persons died due to COVID-19 in a single day in Siraha on 21 January.12  

Almost every household in Dhangadhi sub-metropolitan area has been reporting cases of people falling sick with COVID-19-
like symptoms. People in the age group of 15-20 years are among the ones getting ill with symptoms of cold, cough, fever, 
nausea, headache and body aches, according to the health unit of the sub-metropolis. “The situation is alarming because the 
infection has now spread in the local communities with students returning home from Kathmandu after school holidays and 
those returning from India making their way directly to their homes,” said Laxmi Raj Upadhyaya, Chief of the Health Unit. Five 
to six members of the same family are suffering from similar symptoms but only  a few have been getting tested for COVID-19, 
healthcare workers say.13  

 
8 Nayapatrika 
9 Onlinekhabar 
10 Kantipur 
11 The Himalayan Times 
12 The Himalayan Times 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
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The number of new cases of COVID-19 has been increasing daily in Sudurpashchim Province. The cases have increased with 
the return of the Nepalis from India from foreign employment. Lack of quarantine centers at the border checkpost has led to 
many infected people heading to their villages directly, increasing the chances of infection in villages as well.14  

The number of active cases in Lumbini Province on 20 January stood at 4 166. On 18 January, 2 ministers attended the 
general meeting of a cooperative at Mayadevi-6 in Rupandehi. There were over a hundred participants at the program. One 
minister did not wear a mask throughout. Health posts, government offices, restaurants, markets and bus parks are still 
crowded with people, fueling the further spread of the virus. Gatherings of people in political parties’ conventions and 
overcrowding in marketplaces and government offices are the reasons behind the rise in the infection rate. “If the rate of 
infection does not hit a plateau soon, our health infrastructure will be overwhelmed,” said Dr Rajan Pandey, physician 
consultant of Bheri Hospital in Nepalgunj.15  

The cases of COVID-19 infection are increasing daily in Lumbini Province yet there is no restriction at the border checkposts. 
There are 6 districts that share the border with India in Lumbini Province. The help desks are kept only at the major border 
checkposts of these districts where the tests are conducted. People are traveling across the border freely via the inner and 
subsidiary checkposts. There is a dense crowd of Nepalis visiting the Indian markets to shop.16 

The active cases of COVID-19 infection crossed 2 300 in Chitwan on 21 January. There has been no death due to COVID-19 
as of now, but healthcare workers there are getting infected. Urging the public to follow the public health protocols as the 
infection is spreading rapidly, Dr Pramod Paudel, COVID-19 focal person of Bharatpur Hospital, said if the infection spreads 
rapidly in the coming days there will be a shortage of human resources in the hospitals too as the healthcare professionals are 
also getting infected.17 

The COVID-19 infection has spread massively in Jhapa, Morang, and Sunsari districts of Province 1. If one family member is 
infected, it is being spread rapidly to other family members. But if one member is infected, the remaining members tend to stay 
separately, but are not found to be testing for COVID-19 here. People are staying in home isolation based on their symptoms.18 

 
14 Nagarik 
15 The Kathmandu Post 
16 Nagarik 
17 Kantipur 
18 Baahrakhari 
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Life has been affected badly due to excessive cold and the increasing number of patients suffering from the new variant of 
COVID-19 in Saptari. As many as 30 tested persons positive for the deadly virus in the district on 20 January. With this 154 
people have been infected in the past 9 days. Life has been adversely affected due to the cold wave for the past 5 days. 
Excessive cold has added to the woes of people scourged by the fear of COVID-19 infection. Locals in rural and urban areas 
have been sitting around the fire to keep themselves warm to beat the extreme cold.19 

The vaccination drive against COVID-19 has been stopped at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital after more 

than 50 doctors, healthcare staff and other workers tested positive for COVID-19.  The vaccination has been stopped for a 

week, effective from 24 January.20  

INFECTIONS 

KP Sharma Oli, Chairperson of the CPN-UML, has been infected with COVID-19. His health is normal and in home isolation.21  

Sita Dahal, wife of Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, Chairperson of the Nepal Community Party-Maoist (Center), has been 

infected with the COVID-19 and is undergoing treatment at the ICU of the Mediciti hospital.22 

Singhadurbar has become the hotspot of COVID-19 infection. It has been estimated that about 40% of the employees working 

in Singhadurbar have been infected with COVID-19.23  

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in 33% of the total cases tested in the residential quarters of 2 ministers, 

according to the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division. Those infected include the family and staff of  

Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation Umakanta Chaudhary, and the staff in the quarters of Minister for Women, Children, 

and Social Welfare Uma Adhikari.24 

 
19 The Himalayan Times 
20 Onlinekhabar 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Nagarik 
24 Nagarik 
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Two members of the Secretariat of Minister of Health and Population tested positive for COVID-19. Minister Birodh Khatiwada 

underwent a PCR test, but his results came back negative.25  

All the services of Beni Hospital in Myagdi, except for the fever clinic and emergency, have been closed after 23 doctors and 

healthcare workers tested positive for COVID-19. The services are suspended till 29 January. 26 

Staff members of banks and financial institutions are getting infected with the COVID-19 pandemic across the nation. Not only 

has the infection rate increased amongst their staff, but they are being forced to shut down their branches after most of the 

staff are testing positive for the virus.27 

Altogether 230 journalists registered with the Federation of Nepalese Journalists, Bagmati Province have  

contracted COVID-19.28  

A total of 48 healthcare workers of different local levels of Sunsari have been infected with COVID-19. This has created 

problems in the rendering of health services in hospitals.29  

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in 39 people including 2 healthcare workers in Darchula. The infection has been 

seen mostly in those who have returned from India. With this Antigen Test has begun at the border checkposts of the district. 

Likewise, the District Administration Office Darchula has requested patients with minor illnesses not to visit the hospital to be 

safe from the infection.30 

A total of 25 out of 100 staff members at Madhyabindu District Hospital of Nawalparasi-East have been infected with COVID-

19. The OPD and PCR test services of the hospital have been shut down with this.31 

 
25 The Himalayan Times 
26 Onlinekhabar 
27 Onlinekhabar 
28 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
29 Nayapatrika 
30 Nayapatrika 
31 Nayapatrika 
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The risk of COVID-19 infection has increased amongst the people of Raute community as they have left their group and 

headed to cities like Surkhet and Kathmandu among others to earn money at a time when the infection has been spreading 

rapidly across the nation.32  

With the third wave of COVID-19 raging across the country, the number of people infected with the virus has reached 960 in 

Jhapa. Eleven journalists have also contracted the virus in the district.33 

Nearly 300 healthcare workers working in different hospitals have been infected with COVID-19 in the past 2 weeks. With this, 

some hospitals have suspended their OPD services.34  

A total of 54 healthcare workers and staff working in different offices of Tanahun have been infected with COVID-19.35 

A total of 53 police personnel working at the Metropolitan Police Division Kathmandu have been infected with COVID-19.36 

A total of 23 staff members at Suryabinayak Municipality have been infected with COVID-19 — this has affected the rendering 

of the services in the Municipality that has not suspended its services as of now.37 

Eight out of 11 meteorologists of the Meteorological Forecasting Division under the Department of Hydrology and Meteorology 

have been infected with COVID-19.  As such, they have been working from home isolation.38 

Nepal will receive 4 million doses of Moderna vaccine on 24 January and 25 January, which were purchased in August last 

year through COVAX’s cost-sharing scheme using the Asian Development Bank’s loan. “We will use the Moderna vaccine for 

 
32 Nagarik 
33 The Himalayan Times 
34 Nagarik 
35 Onlinekhabar 
36 Setopati 
37 Setopati 
38 Ratopati 
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children between 12 and 17 years,” said Dr Surendra Chaurasia, Chief of the Logistic Management Section under the 

Department of Health Services.39  

Nepal will receive 4 000 000 doses of Moderna vaccine by 25 January. The vaccine, procured with financial support from the 

World Bank under the COVAX facility, is for children aged 12 to 17 from 17 different districts of the country.40  

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) on 21 January designated a sub-lineage of the dominant and highly transmissible 

Omicron coronavirus variant as a variant under investigation saying it could have a growth advantage. BA.2, which does not 

have the specific mutation seen with Omicron that can help to easily distinguish it from Delta, is being investigated but has not 

been designated a variant of concern. UKHSA said that 40 countries had reported BA.2 sequences, with the most samples 

reported in Denmark, followed by India, Britain, Sweden and Singapore.41 

The shortage of Cetamol has continued in the market despite the government claiming that it will ease the supply by 21 

January. We found that Cetamol is not easily available after monitoring 28 pharmacies in 2 days, according to Hari Pangeni, 

Spokesperson of the Department of Commerce, Supply, and Consumers Protection.42 

There is no shortage of Cetamol or any other kind of medicine in the market, Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at 

the Ministry of Health and Population has claimed. He has also requested all hospitals to provide the updates of other 

medicines in their stock, including that of Cetamol.43 

Ramechhap has witnessed a shortage of Cetamol, a common painkiller used to treat conditions such as headaches and fever, 

of late. “As the drug is hard to come by even in the Capital, we are running out of the medicine in the district,” said Dil Shree 

Medical hall Manthali operator Mohon Shrestha. The shortage isn’t only in private pharmacies but also in government 

hospitals. “up until now we didn’t have such an issue, but now that we’re also running out of stock and the drug is hard to come 

 
39 The Kathmandu Post 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
42 Kantipur 
43 Ratopati 
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by in the district and outside too, the shortage is going to be problem for us as well,” said Mina Thapa who works at the 

pharmacy of Tamakoshi Hospital.44  

The dealings of drug manufacturers and traders have created an artificial shortage of Cetamol in the market, claim consumers’ 

rights activists. They are not allowing it to be imported from other countries and have created an artificial shortage to hike the 

price, said Bishnu Timalsina of the Forum for Protection of Consumers Rights. But Mrigedra Mehar Shrestha, President of 

Nepal Chemists and Druggists Association, said the demand for Cetamol increased with the increase in COVID-19 infection, 

which made people stock up Cetamol at home, and the supply was less as compared to the demand.45 

Inmates at Bhimphedi Prison are deprived of medical treatment as the regional prison is reeling under an acute shortage of 

essential medicines. “Some prisoners are suffering from common cold and fever. But we don’t have medicines to give them. 

We are even running out of Cetamols,” said jailer Madan Lama.46 

At a time when Karnali Province is facing a shortage of Cetamol, the District Administration Office Jumla has visited the 

pharmacies of the district to take an account of the stock of the medicine. It has also cautioned the pharmacies against 

creating a shortage of the medicine.47  

The government order to slash the PCR Test fees has largely been ignored by both government and private hospitals. On 19 

January the government reduced the PCR Test fee to Rs 800 from Rs 1 000 in government labs, and Rs 1 500 from Rs 2 000 

in private labs. However, most private and public hospitals have still not implemented the revised fees.48  

The PCR test has been made free in Bajura district. Chief of Bajura District Hospital Dr Prakash Raj Joshi said that the hospital 

would take no charge from patients for PCR test. The hospital had brought the PCR lab into operation some 2 months ago. Dr 

Joshi said that the hospital had not taken any charge considering the poor financial condition of people in the area.49 

 
44 The Himalayan Times 
45 Annapurna Post 
46 The Kathmandu Post 
47 Nagarik 
48 The Kathmandu Post 
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Amid record surges in COVID-19 cases across the country and in Kathmandu Valley, a meeting on 20 January of the Chief 

District Officers of the Valley’s 3 districts has decided to re-introduce odd-even number plate rule for vehicles starting from 21 

January midnight. Public health experts have swiftly criticized the decision as impractical, saying fewer public vehicles will 

cause more crowding in such vehicles and contribute to the spread of infections.50 

The odd-even number system of vehicles has increased the risk of infection in Kathmandu Valley. With the implementation of 

the rule, only nearly half of the vehicles are plying on the roads while most of the offices are open. As such, people are forced 

to go to office in the limited number of vehicles that are crowded, increasing the risk of the spread of infection.51  

The district administration offices of Kathmandu Valley have revised the odd-even vehicle rationing system, which they 

imposed beginning on 21 January. The odd-even rule would not be applied to ambulances and vehicles carrying bodies and 

mourners, medicines and medical supplies, milk and dairy products, petroleum products, construction materials, daily 

consumables, fruits, vegetables, eggs, fish, meat, animal feeds, among others.52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
49 The Himalayan Times 
50 The Kathmandu Post 
51 Baahrakhari 
52 The Himalayan Times 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

COVID-19 SAFETY MEASURES & SUSPENSION OF SERVICES 

The Election Commission has urged all those involved in voting and vote counting to follow health safety protocols in the 
National Assembly election scheduled for 26 January.53  

The Lalitpur Metropolitan City will shut down all its services except for emergency services, effective from 24 January. It has 
said the decision has been made as its staff have tested positive for COVID-19 and some are in home isolation while some are 
undergoing treatment in the hospitals.54 

The District Administration Office (DAO) Surkhet has implemented a ‘day’ system to render public service so as to control the 
crowd of the service recipients on its premises amidst the increasing cases of COVID-19. As such, the service recipient of a 
certain local level of the district should visit the DAO on a specified day to avail of the service.55 

Land Reform and Land Revenue Office of Bhadrapur has been closed for a week after two of its employees were diagnosed 
with coronavirus.56  

Shuklagandaki Municipality of Tanahun has decided to close all but emergency services after over a dozen staffers at the 
municipality tested positive for coronavirus until further notice.57 

The Land Revenue Office Lahan was shut indefinitely after 9 of its staffers tested positive for COVID-19 in  

 
53 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
54 Onlinekhabar 
55 Baahrakhari 
56 The Himalayan Times 
57 The Himalayan Times 
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Siraha on 21 January.58  

In view of increased number of service recipients, Surkhet District Administration Office has announced public service delivery 
on every alternative day from 23 January onwards. The administration office said that the new system was introduced to 
manage public service delivery by reducing crowds amid the spread of Omicron variant.59  

Makawanpur District Administration Office has down all its services till 28 January as its staffers had contracted COVID-19.60  

The District Administration Kailali has suspended all its services after its staff tested positive for COVID-19.61  

After its staff tested positive for COVID-19, the District Administration Office Palpa has suspended all its services except for the 
emergency services.62  

The Tribhuvan University has instructed all colleges affiliated to it to conduct online classes from 25 January in view of the 
increasing cases of COVID-19 in the country.63  

The government has put a ban on people from going on visit visa to Gulf countries and Malaysia due to the risk of the COVID-
19 infection.64  

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City has instructed the schools under it to not run physical classes and run the classes using 
alternative methods amidst the increasing cases of the COIVD-19 pandemic. Action will be taken against those who disobey 
the instructions and run physical classes, it has warned.65 

Keeping in view the increasing cases of COVID-19, the Institute of Medicine has postponed all the exams scheduled  
from 24 January.66 

 
58 The Himalayan Times 
59 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
60 The Himalayan Times 
61 Nagarik 
62 Onlinekhabar 
63 Onlinekhabar 
64 Kantipur 
65 Setopati 
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The Institute of Medicine (IOM) has not canceled its regular exams of the Dental faculty despite the Tribhuvan University 
canceling all its exams due to the risk of COVID-19 infection. The students are under pressure due to this decision of IOM.67 

VACCINATION: DRIVE & STATUS 

The three district health offices of Kathmandu Valley have stopped administering a booster dose of Vero Cell vaccine for now 
citing its shortage. There are more than 1 000 000 people who need to be administered the second and booster doses of Vero 
Cell in Kathmandu district, 304 000 in Lalitpur and 22 000 Bhaktapur. The government does not have the stock of this vaccine. 
Meanwhile, Covishield and Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine shots are being administered.68  

Hundreds of people have been queuing up in the immunization centers to get the booster dose of vaccine against COVID-19 in 
the Capital. They need to wait as long as 8 hours to get the shot. The crowded immunization centers are not well-managed 
and health protocols are not being followed, which has increased the risk of the spread of infection.69 

China has provided 2 000 000 units of syringes under grant assistance to help Nepal in its vaccination drive against COVID-19. 
The syringes were handed over to Nepal on 22 January.70  

The vaccination campaign against COVID-19 was halted in Kapilvastu district from 22 January due to a shortage of syringes 
and vaccines. According to the District Health Office, the vaccination drive came to a halt in all 7 local units of the district.71  

The administering of the second dose of vaccine against COVID-19 has stopped in Kapilvastu due to the shortage of the 
syringe to give the shot. The problem has been seen after the staff member responsible for supplying vaccine-related 
equipment is in isolation after being infected with COVID-19.72 

Vaccination drive against COVID-19 has been affected in Lumbini Province due to a shortage of syringes for  

 
66 Onlinekhabar 
67 Nagarik 
68 Kantipur 
69 Kantipur 
70 Setopati 
71 The Kathmandu Post 
72 Nagarik 
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Moderna and Pfizer vaccines.73  

Manang district has witnessed heavy snowfall, but the booster shot campaign against COVID-19 is going on here. Health 
Office, Manang said the booster shot campaign had been started targeting citizens who received the second dose of 
Covishield and Vero cell vaccines at least 6 months ago.74  

The administering of the booster dose of vaccine against COVID-19 is taking place in Manang amidst snowfall. The booster 
dose of Covishield and Vero Cell vaccines are being administered there.75 

The District Health Office Makawanpur is starting the vaccination drive against COVID-19 in 2 rural municipalities  
that have a large Chepang community. The vaccine will be administered at the Raksirang and Kailash rural municipalities  
from 21 January.76  

People in 3 rural municipalities of upper Dolpa have been deprived of COVID-19 vaccine though the District Health  
Service Office has been running a vaccination drive in the lower belts of the district targeting children between 12 and 17 years 
of age. The campaign could not be run in Upper Dolpa due to heavy snowfall. The people of Upper Dolpa are likely to suffer  
as the administration has already decided that anyone without the vaccination card would not be able to access public services 
from 22 January. 77 

Fifty per cent of population of Madhes Province has taken both doses of the vaccine against COVID-19. The vaccination rate 
has increased by around 12% in the districts of Madhes Province in the last 2 weeks alone due to increase in the infection 
graph, publicity of vaccination drive and active role played by the local people’s representatives and healthcare workers.78 

KP Sharma Oli, Chairperson of CPN-UML, has blamed the government of being inefficient and irresponsible in the  
control of the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic. He also raised questions about the missing 2 400 000 doses of the vaccine 
against COVID-19.79  

 
73 The Kathmandu Post 
74 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
75 Baahrakhari 
76 Kantipur 
77 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
78 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Chief Minister of Karnali Province Jeevan Bahadur Shahi has requested all its citizens to get the vaccine against COVID-19. 
He has requested them to visit immunization centers to get the jab.80  

Doctors say that misinformation has led to some people not getting the vaccine against COVID-19 despite it already being 3 
years since the pandemic began. Many people in rural and remote areas have not got the jab due to lack of access to it, but 
many in urban areas have too not taken the vaccine. Timely awareness programs are needed to remove the vaccine-related 
misinformation, said Dr Sanket Risal, COVID-19 focal person of Bheri Hospital. 81 

Nepal has laid emphasis on vaccine equity, stating that it was key to resilient recovery from the global pandemic. At the United 
Nations General Assembly’s informal meeting on Sustainable Development Goal priorities for 2022 held on 21 January, 
Nepal’s Permanent Representative to the UN Amrit Bahadur Rai said the world is not poor in wealth, but it is poor in moral 
strength for distributive justice.82  

The problems of all citizens cannot be solved by one method, so the solution should be given as per their problems,  
says public health expert Dr Sharad Wanta. Our health system has not been able to give security to the poor and the problems 
seen during the COVID-19 pandemic are its reflection, he said and added that the low-income people trapped in problems 
should be top priority.83  

The Waling Municipality has made the test of COVID-19, meals and medicine free of cost to those who are staying in the 

isolation of the Gahraun Primary Hospital there.84 

The Health Office Tanahun is set to provide financial support to the families of people who have died due to COVID-19 

infection. Each such family will be given a cash support of Rs 50 000 as part of this program.85 

 
79 Onlinekhabar 
80 Nagarik 
81 Kantipur 
82 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
83 Onlinekhabar 
84 Setopati 
85 Ratopati 
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An oxygen plant was installed in Bajura District Hospital recently and has been brought into operation.86 

An oxygen plant has been set up at the municipal hospital of Melamchi that is able to refill 48 cylinders of oxygen per day.87  

The District Hospital in Bajhang lacks human resource required to operate ventilators. The ICU beds with 2 ventilators  

were managed at the hospital in line with the decision of Sudurpashchim Province government. The ventilator brought to the 

district last year is still waiting for skilled hands for its operation. As a result, patients with acute respiratory problems have 

been deprived of the service.88  

A resident of Bedkot Municipality of Kanchanpur travels to the Gaddachauki border checkpost everyday to carry the  

COVID-19 infected to the Mahakali Hospital from there. He carries them in his ambulance, and he is the only ambulance driver 

to do so in that area.89  

An agreement has been reached between the Lumbini Provincial Hospital Butwal and Federation of Nepalese Journalist (FNJ) 

Butwal regarding the COVID-19 test and treatment of journalists. As per the agreement, the PCR tests of FNJ members will be 

done free of cost while 1 ICU and HDU bed will be provided to them free of cost.90 

The 14 government hospitals of Lumbini Province lack leadership amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The positions of 

chairpersons and members of the hospital management committees, who had been removed from their positions with the 

change in the government, have not been refilled. The lack of leadership has affected the treatment of COVID-19 patients in 

the province.91  

Thousands of people throughout the country have been infected with coronavirus currently. And due to lack of information 

among patients about the COVID-19 do’s and don’ts and a proper medical counseling mechanism, some infected patients are 
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getting distressed and panicked. Officials at the Danfe Café’s COVID-19 helpline said that for the last 2 weeks, they have been 

getting over 100 phone calls every day from infected people, and healthcare workers and staff at the organization have also 

been getting dozens of calls on their personal phones from COVID-19 patients.92 

The risks that COVID-19 pose to older people have led the elderly to take extra health and safety precautions to keep 

themselves safe, and for many this has meant withdrawing from the world and severely reducing social interactions. But this 

has come at the cost of emotional and psychological wellbeing. The last 22 months in some degree of isolation have been the 

hardest times of their lives. While many have been able to stay away from contracting COVID-19, they have been grappling 

with stress, anxiety and loneliness.93  

Nepal has made significant progress in reducing child stunting and scaling up nutrition services during the Millennium 

Development Goals era (2002-2016), according to UNICEF-Nepal. However, it still faces considerable nutrition-related 

challenges. UNICEF has noted that the COVID-19 pandemic has become a human and socio-economic crisis that threatens to 

unravel past progress on nutrition.94  

A 19-month-long study by UNICEF-Nepal and Sharecast Initiative has shown that the children have become weak in their 

studies following the COVID-19 pandemic. Around 80% guardians, who took part in the survey, have said it is a challenge for 

students to complete their homework and have become weak in their studies due to the virtual teaching-learning method 

adopted because of the pandemic.95  

The third COVID-19 pandemic has once again hit the Nepali film industry that had started to revive after being mostly silent for 

nearly two years. As the government imposed a ban on the opening of film halls among other sectors with an increase in the 

cases of COVID-19, the filmmakers are forced to stop the screening of their films.96 
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The arrival of tourists has started to decline in Ghalegaun of Lamjung due to the COVID-19 infection.  The tourist activities had 

increased there after the second wave of the pandemic, but the third wave has once again hit the homestay business.97 

The government on 20 January exempted domestic flyers from the mandatory Rapid Antigen Test requirement.98 

Revising its earlier notice, the government has said the representatives of the government agencies’ visiting foreign nationals 

for government work will be allowed to go to the Gulf countries on a visit visa. Likewise, the representatives of the international 

non-governmental organizations and traders will also be given the visit visa.99 

International News  

As he starts his second term as UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres said on 20 January the world is worse in many ways 
than it was 5 years ago because of COVID-19 pandemic, the climate crisis and geopolitical tensions that have sparked 
conflicts everywhere.100  

The sweeping “zero-tolerance” strategy that China has used to keep COVID-19 case numbers low, and its economy 
functioning may paradoxically make it harder for the country to exit the pandemic. Most experts say the coronavirus around the 
world isn’t going away and believe it could eventually become, like the flu, a persistent but generally manageable threat if 
enough people gain immunity through infections and vaccines. In countries like Britain and the US, which have had 
comparatively light restrictions against the Omicron wave, there is a glimmer of hope that the process might be underway. 
China is not seeing the same dynamic.101  
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The first commercial airline flights in 1 month took off on 22 January from Xi’an in western China as the government eased 
travel curbs imposed after a coronavirus outbreak ahead of next month’s Winter Olympics in Beijing. Seven planes took off, 
according to the website of Xi’an Xianyang International Airport. It said 4 were due to arrive on 23 January.102  

Hong Kong health officials warned on 22 January of a significantly worsening COVID-19 outbreak in the Asian financial hub as 
suspected infection numbers rose in a congested residential area. Health officials said some 26 confirmed cases and more 
than 100 cases classed as preliminary positive were recorded on 22 January, centered on three buildings in the Kwai Chung 
district north of the Kowloon peninsula.103 

India’s capital New Delhi will remain under curfew over the weekend and overnight to help curb the spread of the Omicron 
variant, the city’s disaster management authority said on 21 January rejecting calls from businesses to ease restrictions.104  

Japan on 21 January acted to contain a record surge in COVID-19 cases with a return to curbs that have however shown 
diminishing results, while a laggard vaccine booster program leaves many people vulnerable to breakthrough infections.105  

In Latin America and Asia, where the Omicron variant is making its latest appearance, some countries are imposing  
restrictions while others are loath to place new limits on populations already exhausted by previous constraints. Infections are 
accelerating in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia and Peru, and hospitalizations are rising in Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay. The 
Caribbean islands are experiencing a steep rise in COVID-19 infections. Infections are also increasing in Asia. Countries in 
both regions are searching for a mist of restrictions that their exhausted populations will accept and that won’t inflict undue 
damage on their economies.106  

Portugal’s government is under fire over its plans to let people infected with COVID-19 cast their ballots at polling stations in an 
upcoming election, as officials struggle to square the right to vote with the duty to protect public health.107 

A debate on whether the COVID-19 should be called a pandemic or not has begun with the onset of one wave after another 
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across the world. Spain and some European nations have said it should be viewed as an endemic and the treatment should be 
done accordingly. 108 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 
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