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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: 14 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 2 922 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death on 13 January; COVID-19 infection has increased 9 times in the 
last 10 days, but testing has not been increased; with COVID-19 infection rate pegged at 23.6%, experts say this is an 
indication of the third wave; number of children getting infected with COVID-19 has gone up 7 times in 9 days; active 
COVID-19 cases over 500 in 5 districts —Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Morang and Kaski; COVID-19 infection seen 
in country’s 75 districts except Mugu and Mustang; Health Ministry projects 15 000 COVID-19 patients might be serious, 
infection will peak in second or third week of Magh  

• Over 90% of new infections seen in Sudurpashchim Province in those returning from India; 30 new COVID-19 cases 
being reported daily in Dang’s Tulsipur; locals returning home from India, lax health monitoring at border points raising 
the risk of spread of the virus in villages of Karnali, Banke; Indian citizens entering Nepal with ease to take part in 
Maghe Sankranti festival raising the risk of spread of the virus; COVID-19 tests being carried out strictly at Mahottari 
border points  

• Over 60 members of staff at Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital have been infected with COVID-19; hospitalizations 
have gone up with surge in infections but patients do not have serious health complications  

• Despite a surge in new COVID-19 infections, government has failed to ramp up the pace of vaccination; Prime Minister 
Sher Bahadur Deuba’s government draws flak for not work effectively to check the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic, 
or make the vaccination drive effective  

• COVID-19 vaccine now being given from 6 private hospitals in Kathmandu along with government hospitals; Chitwan’s 
Chepang community refusing to take COVID-19 vaccine; vaccination rate is low in densely populated areas of Jhapa, 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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Morang and Sunsari districts; no health protocols being observed by crowds who have turned up at Kathmandu’s 
vaccination centers  

• Omicron wave may have peaked in Britain, about to do so in the US, observe scientists 
 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Government not mulling imposing unnecessary lockdown, according to Health Minister Birodh Khatiwada  

• COVID-19 vaccine booster dose to be given to frontliners from first week of Magh, those above 60 from second week, 
followed by other citizens, according to Health Minister Birodh Khatiwada 

 

 

  

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The national active COVID-19 caseload of Nepal climbed to 14 340 on 13 January as 2 922 people tested positive for the 
infection in the past 24 hours, while the death toll reached 11 610 as 1 fatality was recorded. The total number of single-day 
infections from both RT-PCR and Antigen Tests is 3 553. The Kathmandu district has the largest number of infections in the 
country with 1 449, followed by Lalitpur with 317, and Bhaktapur with 150. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 96.9%, 
while the fatality rate stands at 1.4%.2  

The rate of COVID-19 infection has increased 9 times in the past 10 days, but the tests have not been increased accordingly.  
Virologist Dr Shrawan Kumar Mishra has warned that the new variant of COVID-19 infection is spreading at the community 

 
2 THT Online 
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level, and if tests are not increased, the infection might blast any time. And at that time, the situation will be out of control, he 
warned.  Due to the limited tests, the reality of the state of infection in the country has not been exposed, experts have said.3 

The rate of COVID-19 infection has increased to 23.6% in Nepal. Experts have pointed out that Nepal is heading towards the 
third wave of the pandemic.  According to Dr Janak Koirala, a public health expert, the infection spreading in a short span is an 
indication of the third wave. But we need to wait for a few more days to confirm whether it is the third wave or not, he said. If 
the public health protocols are followed, the infection can be controlled, he said.4  

The number of children infected with COVID-19 has increased 7 times in the past 9 days in Nepal.  Only 7 children  
below the age of 10 were infected on 5 January, but it increased to 49 on 13 January, according to the Ministry of Health  
and Population.5  

As the Delta and Omicrons variants of COVID-19 are being confirmed in the local levels, the COVID-19 infection has spread to 
the community level in Nepal, as per public health experts. With this the signs of the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic are 
being seen in the country.  As there are more than 500 infected undergoing treatment in Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur, 
these districts are in the red zone.6 

The number of active cases of COVID-19 has crossed 500 in Morang and Kaski, along with the three districts of  
Kathmandu Valley. With this, the districts with more than 500 active cases reached 5 on 13 January, according to the Ministry 
of Health and Population.7  

The COVID-19 infection has spread to 75 districts of the country. The cases of infection have been confirmed in all districts 
except for Mugu and Mustang, according to the Ministry of Health and Population.8  

Making a projection on the damage caused by the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Health and Population 
has said the number of patients with serious condition might be around 15 000. Going by estimates from Poush to Baisakh, the 

 
3 Kantipur 
4 Nagarik 
5 Onlinekhabar 
6 Annapurna Post 
7 Onlinekhabar 
8 Nayapatrika 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   5 

MoHP has said the infection will reach its peak in the second or third week of Magh.9 

People of Sudurpashchim Province, who had been to India in search of employment opportunities, have started returning 
home with the rapid spread of the COVID-19 infection in India. But many of them have been heading to their homes without 
testing for COVID-19, which has increased the risk of the infection spreading at the community level of the province. More than 
90% of the current cases of infection in the province are seen in those who have returned from India.10 

The COVID-19 infection is being confirmed in the majority of Nepalis returning to Sudurpashchim Province from India. The 
infection is being confirmed during tests done at the border checkpost.  The infection has been increasing in the province every 
day since the past 1 week.11 

Everyday around 30 new cases of COVID-19 infection are being reported in Tulsipur of Dang on an average. The number of 
infected has reached 187 in the past 1 week. Despite the surge in infection, preparations are being done to organize melas 
and festivals in Baahrakune of Gorahi, Rihar of Lamahi, and different villages in view of the upcoming Maghi festival. 
Gatherings and conventions of different political parties are also taking place.12  

The residents of Karnali Province have started to return home with the increase in COVID-19 infections in India. But they are 
neither tested nor their data kept at the border checkposts. This has increased the fear of the infection reaching the villages of 
the province.13 

The risk of COVID-19 infection has increased in Banke district due to the open border between Nepal and India. The COVID-
19 test of people entering Nepal via the Jamunaha border checkpost is done but people are entering the country freely via 
other border areas of the villages of Banke, increasing the risk of the spread of infection. 14 

Indian citizens are entering Nepal freely to take part in the festivals organized on the occasion of Maghe Sankranti festival. As 
they have been entering the country without COVID-19 test, the risk of the spread of infection has increased. Thousands of 

 
9 Setopati 
10 Nayapatrika 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Kantipur 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 Onlinekhabar 
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Indian citizens arrive at Swargadwari of Pyuthan, Rihar of Dang, Bhuwarbhawani of Dang every year to mark the festival. 15 

COVID-19 tests are being carried out strictly at Mahottari border checkposts with the surge in cases of infection in India’s 
Madhubani, Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, and Muzaffarpur. As such, Antigen Tests are being done on all suspects entering Nepal 
from India on vehicles or on foot. Indians testing positive during the Antigen Test are being sent back from the border 
checkpost.16 

A person died due to COVID-19 in Jhapa on 12 January. As many as 107 people have tested positive for the deadly virus in 
Mechi Zonal Hospital and Kankai Kotihom Laboratory.17 

A total of 60 staff members at the Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital have been infected with COVID-19.  These include 

the doctors, residential doctors, nurses and other staff. All of them are in home isolation except for one staff member who has 

been admitted to the hospital’s ward.18 

The rate of patients being admitted to hospitals has increased with the spread of COVID-19 infection in the country. The 

COVID-19 patients have been added to most of the big government hospitals that treat the cases of COVID-19 infection. 

Meanwhile, healthcare workers in the hospitals are getting infected with the spike in the number of COVID-19 cases.19  

The rate of COVID-19 infected patients being admitted to the hospitals of Kathmandu has been increasing in recent days.  But 

the admitted patients do not have serious health complications as of now, as per Dr Rabi Shakya, Director of Patan Hospital. 

Similar is the case at Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital (TUTH). According to Dr Shakya, and Dr Niraj Bam of TUTH, 

they can give more details about the health condition of the patients admitted to the hospital after next 7-10 days, after 

studying their health conditions.20 

On 7 January, the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) put out a statement saying 24 Omicron cases had been confirmed 

 
15 Nayapatrika 
16 Nayapatrika 
17 The Himalayan Times 
18 Setopati 
19 Kantipur 
20 Ratopati 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   7 

in the country. It “urged” all to follow safety protocols. The number of COVID-19 cases stood at 968 that day. On 12 January, 3 

075 people tested positive for COVID-19. Infections have spiked. In the last 6 days, there, however, has been no particular 

statement from the MoHP. The daily update shows the vaccination pace too has remained woefully slow. If the past 7 days’ 

numbers provided by the MoHP are anything to go by, the number of fully vaccinated people per day is increasing just by a 

meager 0.3%. This flies in the face of what the MoHP said on December 29 — that it would vaccinate 500 000 people a day. 

An MoHP official threw up his hands when asked about the slow vaccination rate. “Despite our maximum efforts, people are 

not showing up at vaccination centers. What should we do?” Public health experts however say authorities have failed to pay 

attention to multiple factors, some of them minor, that have led to slowing down of the vaccination pace. Citizenship certificate 

or any other identification certificate issued by the government is a prerequisite to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Officials may 

argue a copy of certificate can be produced as it can be easily asked for on the phone from anywhere, but public health 

experts say such rules are hindering the vaccination process. According to public health experts, in the wake of the sudden 

surge in cases, authorities should have come up with some effective measures so that more and more people could be 

brought under the vaccination coverage. On the one hand, say experts, authorities are introducing complicated rules and on 

the other, they have failed to launch any campaigns to bring members of the public to vaccination centers.21  

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur has been criticized for not being able to make the activities of government dynamic and  

not doing anything significant in the past 6 months, as per the political analysts.  Deuba and his government are being 

criticized for being indifferent towards the control of the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic, and for not being able to make the 

vaccination drive effective.22  

The government has been working to control the COVID-19 infection in the country, Minister for Information and 

Communication Gyanendra Bahadur Karki said.  He informed that all the mechanisms of the government have been mobilized 

to control the infection.23  

The vaccine against COVID-19 is now being administered from 6 private hospitals along with the government hospitals in 

 
21 The Kathmandu Post 
22 Kantipur 
23 Onlinekhabar 
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Kathmandu.  One can get the vaccine free of cost from the private hospitals that include Kathmandu Model Hospital,  

People’s Dental College and Hospital, Janamaitri Hospital, Norvic Hospital, Suvechha Hospital, and Nobel Hospital.24  

The people from Chepang community in Chitwan do not want to take the vaccine against COVID-19.  They tend to question 

the significance of the vaccine and also refuse it stating that they do not need to go anywhere.25 

The rate of COVID-19 vaccination in densely populated Jhapa, Morang, and Sunsari districts of Province 1 is very low. The 

government data shows even the aware and educated people of these districts have not taken the jab as compared to the hilly 

and mountain districts of the province. 26 

There is no adhering to health protocols in the crowds of people who have gathered to get the vaccine against COVID-19 in 

different places of Kathmandu.  The crowds have increased significantly in the immunization centers with the government 

announcing to make vaccine cards mandatory in public places and to avail of public services.27 

Scientists are seeing signals that COVID-19’s alarming Omicron wave may have peaked in Britain and is about to do the same 

in the US, at which point cases may start dropping off dramatically. The reason: The variant has proved so wildly contagious 

that it may already be running out of people to infect, just a month and a half after it was first detected in South Africa. At the 

same time, experts warn that much is still uncertain about how the next phase of the pandemic might unfold. The plateauing or 

ebbing in the two countries is not happening everywhere at the same time or at the same pace. And weeks or months of 

misery still lie ahead for patients and overwhelmed hospitals even if the drop-off comes to pass.28 

 
24 Setopati 
25 Setopati 
26 Ratopati 
27 Ratopati 
28 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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The recently detected Omicron variant of COVID-19 is said to be more transmissible than the previous Delta variant. Though 

the Omicron variant has so far been found to be less fatal, it is spreading at a faster rate. The ongoing gene sequencing of 

COVID-19 shows that the cases of Omicron variant have soared suggesting high transmissibility.29  

The government is not considering imposing unnecessary lockdown measures in the country, according to Birodh Khatiwada, 

Minister of Health and Population. Nepal had opted for lockdown following in the footsteps of other countries, but this time the 

lockdown will be imposed only in those places where it is needed, he said.30 

Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada said the booster dose of COVID-19 vaccine will be given to those above 

the age of 60 from the second week of Magh, and other citizens will be administered the vaccine after that. The frontliners will 

be given the booster dose from the first week of Magh, he informed.31  

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba tested negative during a PCR test done on 13 January.  He tested for COVID-19 again 
after the infection spread in the Prime Minister’s residence in Baluwatar.32  

The leaders of political parties have begun to be infected with COVID-19 with the completion of their parties’ general 
conventions. The political parties had held their conventions gathering millions of people. They had ignored public health 

 
29 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 Setopati 
32 Ratopati 
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protocols during such conventions.33 

Those infected with COVID-19 lost their lives due to the shortage of oxygen and bed during the second wave of the pandemic 
in Lumbini Province. But Lumbini Provincial Hospital has claimed it has prepared beds and oxygen in sufficient numbers and 
there will be no shortage of the same this time.  A 60-bed space has been arranged on the hospital premises for the treatment 
of COVID-19 infected this time.34 

An oxygen plant has been set up at the Katkuwa Municipal Hospital, and production of oxygen has also begun. A total of 150 
40-liter oxygen cylinders can be filled at the plant in 24 hours.35 

With the daily surge in COVID-19 infections, the Province 1 government has made preparations to bring into operation the 
holding center at Rani of Biratnagar. It is preparing to bring 100 beds into the operation for now. It will take another 2 months 
for the holding center with the capacity of 1 000 beds to come into the full operation.36  

About 90% construction work of the holding center with 1 000-bed capacity in Bhimdutta Municipality-18 of Kanchanpur has 
been completed. The construction company has kept the 300 beds in a ready state, while another 150 beds are being 
prepared. But there is confusion regarding who will manage the holding center.  There is no clear instruction or policy yet on 
who will manage the lodging and food of the infected and who will mobilize the security personnel.37 

Chief Minister of Province 1 Rajendra Rai inspected the under construction holding center at Biratnagar-16 and  
Jogbani border checkpost. The inspection has been done at a time when there has been a public complaint on the  
slow pace of the construction of the holding center. Rai instructed not to delay in the construction and speed up the  
activities during the inspection.38 

 
33 Annapurna Post 
34 Onlinekhabar 
35 Baahrakhari 
36 Ratopati 
37 Annapurna Post 
38 Baahrakhari 
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A meeting of the Council of Ministers of Bagmati government has formed a 19-member COVID-19 Management Committee. 

The meeting decided to extend the service period of 479 health technical staffers working on contract basis by 6 months. 39 

The Cabinet meeting of Province 1 has decided to form a Director’s Committee for the control and containment of COVID-19 

infection in the province, which will be chaired by the chief minister.40 

The 13 January meeting of the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center of Dang has decided to allow the hotels and restaurants 

in the district to stay open till 7:00 pm only. Likewise, it has imposed a ban on the organization of all kinds of festivals on the 

occasion of Maghi festival along with a ban on political, social, and cultural gatherings.41 

The Kumakha Rural Municipality of Salyan has shut down all its services except for emergency after the Chairperson of the 

Municipality and the Health Coordinator tested positive for COVID-19.42  

Gandaki Provincial Government has decided to tighten security at major transit points to the Province in view of the risk of the 

Omicron variant of coronavirus. The health protection and surveillance center at Aanbukhaireni Rural Municipality in Tanahun 

district will be equipped with the required health equipment and necessary human resources. Similarly, free COVID-19 tests 

will be intensified.43  

The Health Emergency and Disaster Management Unit under the Ministry of Health and Population decided to extend the 

contract tenure of the healthcare workers deployed to treat the COVID-19 infected by a maximum of 3 months.44 

The District COVID-19 Crisis Management Committee, Udayapur has banned gatherings of more than 25 people in public 

places as cases of the new variant of coronavirus have been increasing of late.45 

 
39 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Setopati 
42 Setopati 
43 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
44 Onlinekhabar 
45 The Himalayan Times 
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The District Administration Office Kailali has made masks mandatory for people when stepping out of their houses or when 

going to public places. 46 

The Makar Mela, the religious fair held every 12 years in Panauti, is going to be subdued to the looming risk of a third wave of 

COVID-19. The District COVID-19 Control, Prevention and Management Center has directed local levels not to organize any 

program or fair with the participation of more than 25 persons. Less than 25 devotees will be allowed to take the holy dip as 

part of the mela this time.47  

Nepal’s economy is still in the grip of COVID-19. The World Bank has said that the global economy is entering a pronounced 

slowdown amid fresh threats from COVID-19 variants and a rise in inflation, debt, and income inequality that could endanger 

recovery in emerging and developing economies. Nepal is not an exception. The multilateral funding agency in its Global 

Economic Prospects report published on 12 January said Nepal’s economy may grow 3.9% this fiscal year, ending mid-July 

2022, unchanged from its June 2021 outlook.48  

A total of 1 443 749 international air passengers travelled via the Tribhuvan International Airport in 2021 with the decline in the 

cases of COVID-19 infection.49 

The tourism sector of Karnali has been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The arrival of domestic and international tourists 

has been very low in the province in recent days.50 

International News  

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson apologized on 12 January for attending a “bring your own booze” gathering at his official 

 
46 Onlinekhabar 
47 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
48 The Kathmandu Post 
49 Nayapatrika 
50 Nagarik 
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residence during the first coronavirus lockdown as opponents said he had to resign.51  

Britain’s High Court ruled on 12 January that the government acted unlawfully when it used a so-called ‘VIP lane’ to award 
millions of pounds’ worth of contracts to suppliers of personal protective equipment during the first wave of the coronavirus 
pandemic in 2020.52  

Thailand will introduce US$9 entry fee for foreign visitors from April, officials said on 12 January, even as the kingdom seeks to 
lure travelers back and repair its COVID-19 battered tourism sector.53  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
51 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
52 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
53 Agence France Presse (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN14MM_111  
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