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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: 13 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 2 448 new COVID-19 cases, 2 deaths on 12 January pushing number of active cases to 11 690; Nepal’s 
COVID-19 infection rate went up by 9% in a week; Delta variant confirmed in 78% of samples that tested positive in the 
month of Poush; Health Ministry projects 40% citizens will be infected with Omicron variant  

• Vaccine card, negative report of PCR done within 48 hours mandatory for those entering Biratnagar from India via 
Jogbani; daily test positivity rate rising in Antigen Test carried out on people entering Nepal from India at Belahiya 
border point; locals of Mahottari district fear rapid spread of coronavirus as people start returning from Haryana, Punjab, 
Delhi and Chennai in India; health monitoring lax at border points  

• Number of people being hospitalized due to COVID-19 increasing as daily test positivity rate spikes  

• Home Ministry not sure about immediate lockdown, it would depend on infection and mortality rates of coming days, has 
cancelled all passes eligible for entry into Singh Durbar; experts warn that another lockdown would be suicidal; rapid 
surge and spread in COVID-19 infections is due to the government’s inability to put counter measures in place when 
there was time  

• Number of people coming to immunization centers to get vaccinated against COVID-19 has gone up drastically; the 
unvaccinated 10 times more at risk of contracting the Omicron variant  

• From president to ex-king, political parties to common man, everyone flouted government directives against making a 
crowd as people gathered in huge numbers to mark 300th birth anniversary of king Prithvi Narayan Shah on 11 January 

 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Government has not completed construction of holding centers in country’s 7 border check points 
 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The national active COVID-19 caseload of Nepal climbed to 11,690 on 12 January as 2 448 people tested positive for the 
infection in the past 24 hours, while the death toll reached 11,609 as 2 fatalities were recorded. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery 
rate stands at 97.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.4%.2 

The COVID-19 infection rate went up by around 9% in a week in Nepal. It increased by 9.2% as compared to last week, 
according to the Ministry of Health and Population.3  

Out of the total samples confirmed as COVID-19 positive in the month of Poush, the Delta variant has been confirmed in 78% 
samples, the National Public Health Laboratory has said. Out of 1 600 samples, a total of 250 was S-gene negative — the 
Omicron variant had been found in these samples. However, the Delta variant was confirmed in remaining samples. 4 

The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has projected that 40% citizens will be infected with the Omicron variant. An 
official at MoHP said it has kept the health infrastructure on a ready state based on that projection.5 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Ratopati 
4 Nagarik 
5 Ratopati 
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The Omicron variant is more contagious though it does not cause severe complications. The gene sequencing being done in 
the country at present has shown that the Omicron variant is increasing in the country, according to Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, 
Joint Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population. So, though it does not cause serious complications as compared 
to other variants, the ratio of complicated cases will increase due to increase in infection, he added. 6 

The vaccine card and a negative PCR test report done within 48 hours has been made mandatory for those entering 
Biratnagar from India via the Jogbani border checkpost.  The District Administration Office Morang introduced the provision 
keeping in view the rapidly spreading COVID-19 infection in India.7  

In the Antigen Test carried out on 328 people who entered Nepal on 11 January, 56 were found to be positive for COVID-19. 
The figures were 45, 39 and 29 on 10 January, 9 January and 8 January respectively, according to Loknath Kandel, a lab 
technician of the health desk set up at the Belahiya border point in Rupandehi district of Lumbini Province. Although there are 
health desks set up at border points to screen those entering Nepal for COVID-19, health workers fear it is not enough to 
prevent the virus from entering villages and towns.8 

With the rising cases of coronavirus infection in various cities of India, Nepalis who had gone there for employment are 
returning home in large numbers. The border points at Mahottari district witnessed an influx of people returning home from 
Haryana, Punjab, Delhi and Chennai of India. Although a large number of people are entering Nepal, the authorities don’t have 
the exact figure. People have been entering Nepal even via trails fearing that they will be frisked at the border points. For lack 
of security checks and coronavirus tests, the spread of coronavirus in the border area is very likely. This has inflicted havoc 
among people there. Social activist Mohammad Imtiyaj from Samsi said, “Although it is not wise to disallow home comers, the 
entry points need to be managed well during crisis to avoid the spread of coronavirus.” 9 

Twenty-five out of 72 people who underwent PCR test for COVID-19 tested positive in Jhapa on 11 January.10  

Due to the lack of proper monitoring at border checkpost of Lumbini Province, people infected with COVID-19 are entering the 
country with ease. As there is no arrangement to keep the infected in isolation, they are going to their homes directly.11 

 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Baahrakhari 
8 The Kathmandu Post 
9 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
10 The Himalayan Times 
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Those entering Nepal from India via the border checkposts in Sudurpashchim Province are trying to avoid being vaccinated 
against COVID-19. We request those who have not taken the vaccine to get the jab but most of them try to avoid it saying they 
will get the jab later, informed Ganesh Saud, the person in charge of the Health Desk at Gaurifanta border checkpost.12 

Until a week ago, the Armed Police Force Hospital had 8 people infected with COVID-19. On 11 January, the number rose to 

35, with 5 of them receiving intensive care. “The hospitalization rate among the infected patients has been rising significantly 

for the last 1 week,” Dr Pravin Nepal, Spokesperson for the hospital, said. The Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital (TUTH ) 

said that 22 patients infected with COVID-19 were receiving treatment at the hospital on 11 January. The number was less 

than a dozen until a week ago. The daily test positivity has spiked at the hospital to 26% on 10 January. “The rise in daily test 

positivity rate shows the virus is spreading fast,” said Dr Dinesh Kafle, Director of the TUTH.13 

Only 1-2 COVID-19 infected patients were undergoing treatment at the Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital of Gandaki 

Province some 2 weeks ago. Now 7 such patients are undergoing the treatment there. The number of infected has increased 

not only in the hospital. The cases of infection have doubled in the past 1 week in Gandaki Province. The number of critically-ill 

patients being admitted to the hospital has increased at the same rate.14 

Pradeep Kumar Koirala, Spokesperson at the Ministry of Home Affairs, said they are not able to say if a lockdown will be 

imposed in the country again anytime soon. The current restrictive measures are imposed based on the provision of a smart 

lockdown and expected to break the chain of infection, he said and added that the reimposing of a lockdown will depend on the 

coming days after observing the rate of infection and mortality rate.15 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has cancelled all kinds of passes eligible for entry into Singh Durbar keeping in view the 

increasing risk of the Omicron variant.16 

 
11 Kantipur 
12 Kantipur 
13 The Kathmandu Post 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Baahrakhari 
16 Onlinekhabar 
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Experts say that the government needs to intensify its efforts to contain the rapid spread of COVID-19 to avoid lockdown, as 

another lockdown will be suicidal for the economy, which is yet to shake off the adverse effects of the two previous lockdowns. 

Epidemiologist and public health expert Sujan Babu Marhatta said that if the government failed to tackle the sure of COVID-19, 

then it would have no option but to impose another lockdown.17  

The risk of the spread of COVID-19 infection across the country has increased again due to the inability of the government to 

have counter measures on time to control and contain the infection. The government did not put in required efforts to deal with 

the possible risk.  It did not put the massive vaccination drive and other management measures in priority. Rather the political 

parties were focused on gatherings, conferences and conventions stating that the infection had reduced. People were allowed 

entry in the country from India and other countries just by measuring their body temperature only.18 

The number of people coming to immunization centers has increased with the rapid spread of the COVID-19 infection in the 

country. There are only 24 immunization centers in densely populated Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur. The Ministry of 

Health and Population is indifferent towards increasing the number of immunization centers to ease the vaccination pressure. 

This has increased the risk of the infection to spread from the crowds gathered to get the vaccine against COVID-19.19  

The government has issued restrictive orders with an increase in COVID-19 infections in the country. With this, people who 

had not taken the vaccine against COVID-19 earlier have started to get the jab. This has increased the crowds of people at the 

immunization centers in recent days.20  

A total of 50.3% of the total population of Nepal have been administered the first dose of vaccine against COVID-19 in Nepal. 

As of 11 January, 37.3% had taken the complete dose.21  

A total of 58 343 people have taken complete doses of the COVID-19 vaccine in Myagdi as of now. Out of the target 

 
17 The Himalayan Times 
18 Kantipur 
19 Kantipur 
20 Setopati 
21 Kantipur 
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population, 94% have taken the first dose, and 80% have taken the complete dose of the vaccine.22  

Around 6,000 children aged 12 to 17 have taken the vaccine against COVID-19 in Bhaktapur as of now. The vaccine is being 

administered in the schools. 23 

The risk of Omicron variant is high in the community that has not taken the vaccine against COVID-19, said Dr Bhoj Raj 

Adhikari, physician and chairperson of Bharatpur Hospital, Chitwan. Studies have shown that complications due to Omicron 

are very less in people who have taken the vaccine against COVID-19, he said.24  

There is 10 times more chance for unvaccinated people to get infected with the Omicron variant. Likewise, the chance of 

hospitalization is 17% and dying due to the infection is 20 times more in those who have not taken the jab against COVID-19 

infection, experts have said. 25 

From the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center to district administration offices of Kathmandu Valley, everyone has banned 

the gathering of more than 25 people in one place. But from the president to the former king, everyone breached public health 

protocols by gathering in huge crowds in front of Singh Durbar on 11 January to mark the birth anniversary of king Prithvi 

Narayan Shah. The breach of rules has come at a time when more than half of the total infected are in Kathmandu.26  

Violating the restrictive orders of the government that has banned a gathering of more than 25 people, the political parties  

in Birgunj organized different demonstrations on 11 January. This has increased the risk of the infection even more,  

the doctors have warned.27 

The government has once again failed to practice needed caution and construct required infrastructure on time though the 

COVID-19 infection has been increasing rapidly across the country.  It started the construction of holding centers in 7 border 

 
22 Setopati 
23 Setopati 
24 Onlinekhabar 
25 Baahrakhari 
26 Nayapatrika 
27 Annapurna Post 
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checkposts to keep the COVID-19 infected Nepalis returning from India and send them home only after they recover from the 

infection from Asadh. The holding centers were supposed to be completed within 3 months, but they have not yet been 

completed. The construction of all such centers has remained stuck at only 70% to 90%.28  

The Lumbini Provincial government has begun preparations for the control and treatment of COVID-19. It has decided to give 

continuity to the isolation centers in the hospitals and extend the contract tenure of the human resources working there.29 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The COVID-19 infection has spread in the Prime Minister’s residence in Baluwatar. The cook and security staff of Prime 
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba have tested positive for the infection. As such PM Deuba will be tested for the infection.30  

The 18-point regulatory measures have been issued keeping in mind the possible risk of the COVID-19 infection, informed 
Umakanta Adhikari, Assistant Chief District Officer of Kathmandu. The rate of infection has been increasing in the Kathmandu 
Valley in recent days and the notice has been issued to stop the activities that cause crowds, and to make people follow public 
health protocols, he said.31  

 
28 Nayapatrika 
29 Nagarik 
30 Ratopati 
31 Onlinekhabar 
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Stringent measures have been introduced in public places of Bhaktapur from 12 January with the increase in COVID-19 
infections in the district. The public health protocols have been made mandatory and action will be taken against those 
stepping out without masks. 32 

Authorities concerned of the 3 districts in Kathmandu Valley have put a restriction on gathering of more than 25 people in 
public places to curb the rising cases of COVID-19 effective from 11 January midnight.33  

People visiting the Central Zoo at Jawalakhel have to mandatorily follow health safety protocols issued by the government — 
wear mask and carry sanitizer compulsorily, they are not allowed to sit and eat on the premises of the zoo and they also 
cannot feed animals.34  

The district administration offices in Sudurpashchim Province have started to introduce stringent measures with the sure in 
COVID-19 infections there. As per the orders of the district administration offices of Doti and Kailali, the organization of 
festivals has been banned. They have banned gatherings of more than 25 people, while there should be only 25 people in 
weddings and such other rituals.35 

The District COVID-19 Crisis Management Center of Myagdi has decided to keep schools in the district open adhering to the 
health protocols. The decision has been made as the district has recorded very few cases of COVID-19.36  

Many people assumed that the cinema halls in the country would close after the government banned the gathering of more 
than 25 people, but they are still running, as per filmmakers. The decision to enter the film halls showing vaccine cards will be 
effective from 21 January.37 

People visiting Panauti of Kavre to observe Makar Mela will be allowed to take a holy dip adhering to the health protocols — 

not more than 25 people can be present at a time to take the holy dip. The District Administration Office of Kavre has 

 
32 Setopati 
33 The Himalayan Times 
34 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
35 Ratopati 
36 Nagarik 
37 Baahrakhari 
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corresponded with the authorities concerned to allow only devotees to take the dip in the festival organized once in every  

12 years in the Trivenghat of Panauti.38  

The Bagmati Province government has put its agenda of protecting its citizens’ life from COVID-19 on priority.39  

Health Minister of Bagmati Province Nima Lama has instructed healthcare workers of the province to be in a ready state to 

deal with the COVID-19 infection. He has instructed them to be active in the control of infection and to make necessary 

preparations for the same.40 

A significant number of people in Kathmandu Valley are seen without masks in public places these days despite a surge  

in COVID-19 infections. Some forget to wear it, others tend to find the ear loops painful and do not wear it despite  

knowing a mask keeps them safe from COVID-19 infection. Meanwhile, some people do not know that masks can keep  

them safe from infection. 41  

More than 100 000 people have not got the COVID-19 compensation against their insurance as the Ministry of Finance has 

stopped the release of the needed amount for a long time. This has not only affected the treatment of people who have got 

insurance but their trust in insurance has also been breached.42 

The World Bank has projected that the economic growth of Nepal will be limited to 3.9%. The growth will be limited as the 

Omicron variant has started to spread rapidly, it has said. The Nepal government had aimed to achieve a growth of 7%.43  

Fear has gripped the foreign employment sector of Nepal that had been reviving after being affected by the COVID-19 

pandemic for nearly 1.5 years. As the rate of infection increases in Nepal, the labor destination countries adopt stringent 

 
38 Setopati 
39 Kantipur 
40 Ratopati 
41 Baahrakhari 
42 Kantipur 
43 Ratopati 
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policies for Nepal, said Sujit Kumar Shrestha, General Secretary of Foreign Employment Entrepreneurs Association Nepal. We 

can maintain the current pace of Nepalis going for foreign employment only if we are able to control the pandemic, he said.44  

It has been 2 years since the tourism sector of Nepal was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Amidst the pandemic, a total of 

529 944 passengers travelled to and from Pokhara in 2021. Out of them 8 049 are foreign tourists.45  

The tourism sector in Pokhara has been fearing the impact of COVID-19 pandemic again with the restrictions imposed by  

the government on different activities as the Omicron variant has been spreading rapidly. Pokhara has not seen many  

foreign tourists due to the COVID-19 pandemic and has been surviving on business brought by domestic tourists. As such 

tourism entrepreneurs are worried the flow of domestic tourists will also be affected due to the restrictive measures put in place 

to curb the pandemic.46  

International News  

The World Health Organization has made a projection that about half of Europe will be infected with the Omicron variant in the 
next 6 to 8 weeks.47 

A third Chinese city has locked down its residents because of a COVID-19 outbreak, raising the number of confined to their 
homes in China to about 20 million people. The lockdown of Anyang, home to 5.5 million people, was announced on 10 
January evening after 2 cases of the Omicron variant were reported.48  

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on 11 January faced a furious backlash over new claims of a breach of coronavirus 
restrictions by his team on top of a slew of recent scandals. London’s Metropolitan Police said they were in contact with the 

 
44 Onlinekhabar 
45 Nagarik 
46 Nagarik 
47 Ratopati 
48 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Cabinet Office about the May 2020 gathering in the garden of Johnson’s Downing Street residence and office, raising the 
possibility of a more serious, criminal probe.49  

Nearly 1 million Hindu worshippers are expected to gather on the banks of the Ganges River on 14 and 15 January for a holy 
bath despite galloping COVID-19 infections across the country, an official said.50 

China’s aviation regulator has ordered the cancelation of more than 60 scheduled flights from the United States in recent 
weeks, after numerous passengers tested positive for COVID-19 after arriving in China.51  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
49 Agence France Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
50 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
51 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN13MM_110  

 
   

           

mailto:Gurungt@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

