
 

           Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring, Nepal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   2 

Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                           -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

      Date: 12 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• Nepal reported 1 981 new COVID-19 infections, 1 death on 11 January; number of active COVID-19 cases has almost 
doubled in 1 week; number of COVID-19 patients being admitted to TU Teaching Hospital has increased in last few 
days; COVID-19 infection in children has doubled in Nepal— 116 children below the age of 18 tested positive on 10 
January, 75 had tested positive on 9 January; 4 including 3 healthcare workers working at Jamunaha border checkpost 
test positive; Belahiya on high alert, observing stringent testing measures; Province 2 beefs up surveillance as cases 
rise; Sudurpashchim Province seeing a surge; Parsa to introduce more stringent measures; facing difficulties in 
managing returnees at border checkposts, security personnel deployed there have suggested closing of border 
checkposts to control and curb new infections; hospitals facing increasing pressure as cases rise and healthcare 
personnel get infected  

• As COVID-19 cases rise, public health experts say government has not taken strategic decisions to deal with the surge 
in infections; government failed to strictly monitor border points in last 2 waves, it still has not learnt to do so; 
construction of holding centers in many places still not complete  

• No discussion on imposing a lockdown for now, according Health Ministry, could impose smart lockdown in areas that 
record high numbers of infection; no plans of an immediate lockdown, according to COVID-19 Crisis Management 
Center, does not rule out smart lockdown if infection heads towards critical state; governments vests the right to impose 
lockdown and other such measures for control and containment of COVID-19 on Chief District Officers  

• District Administration Authorities of Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur have issued regulatory measures to stem the 
rising COVID-19 cases; Tribhuvan International Airport Office has stopped issuing visitor passes, asks people not to 
come to receive or see off anyone to avoid crowding at the airport; Banke, Makwanpur, Kavre issue regulatory orders  

• Nepal can expect breakthrough infections — fully vaccinated people getting infected, says Dr Sher Bahadur Pun 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 1 981 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 835 927, while the death 
toll reached 11 607 as 1 fatality was recorded on 11 January. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.5%, the fatality rate 
stands 1.4%, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 9 522. Currently, there are 113 individuals in various 
quarantine facilities across Nepal.2 

The number of active cases of COVID-19 has doubled in Nepal within a week. The active cases were 5 094 on 4 January, and 
on 11 January it reached 9 522. The infection has increased all of a sudden with the detection of the Omicron variant in the 
country a few days ago.3  

The number of COVID-19 infected being admitted to the Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital was zero on 1 January and 2 
January. But the admission rate of the infected has increased all of a sudden in the past few days. A total of 13 such patients 
were admitted on 9 January — a total of 26 COVID-19 patients are undergoing treatment in the hospital as of now. The source 
of infection of most cases has not been identified, as per the doctors there. The symptoms have changed while 50% of those 
admitted in the hospital have been vaccinated against COVID-19.4  

An increase in the infection of COVID-19 has been seen in the children of Nepal since the past 1 week. With the spread of the 
Omicron variant of COVID-19, the infection in children is doubling every day. A total of 116 children below the age of 18 got 
infected with COVID-19 on 10 January. It was confirmed in 75 children on 9 January.5  

Four people including 3 healthcare professionals working at the health desk of Jamunaha border checkpost of Banke in Nepal-
India border have been infected with COVID-19. A lab technician, 2 assistant health workers, and 1 office assistant have tested 
positive for the infection.6 

With the rapid surge of the COVID-19 infection in the country, the major political parties have started canceling their political 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Setopati 
4 Onlinekhabar 
5 Nayapatrika 
6 Nayapatrika 
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activities. Likewise, the Cabinet meeting has not been held due to the infection as the leaders of political parties, ministers and 
administrators have started to test positive for COVID-19.7 

The Belahiya border checkpost of Rupandehi is on high alert and observing stringent measures due to the increased risk of the 
COVID-19 infection. As testing has been made stringent, the number of Nepalis entering the country from India via this check 
post has also reduced. If tourists test positive, they are not given a permit to enter Nepal at the checkpost.8 

With COVID-19 infection taking its toll in neighboring India, its impact has been seen in the districts of Province 2. Till the end 
of last month, the infection rate was stagnant here, but now the graph is going up. According to the Province Health 
Directorate, Dhanusha, in the past 2 days, 16 samples out of 99 tested positive. Bearing in mind the increasing risk of the 
virus, health and other surveillance along the Nepal-India border has been beefed up.9  

COVID-19 cases have started increasing after migrant workers began returning to the country from India in Sudurpashchim 
Province. As many as 520 people have tested positive for the virus in the last 5 days. The workers had returned to Nepal from 
India through Gaddachauki border point of Kanchanpur district and other border points of Kailali.10  

The rate of COVID-19 infection has remained high in the Sudurpashchim Province since 6 January, according to the Provincial 
Health Directorate in Doti. The infection was confirmed in 120 cases on 6 January, and it reached 194 on 11 January.11  

The number of people returning home from India has been increasing with an increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection. 
Those in Sudurpashchim Province, who had gone to India in search of jobs, have started returning due to the fear of  
the infection. The increase is being recorded in the Trinagar border checkpost of Kailali and Gaddachauki of Kanchanpur in 
recent days. The Antigen Test is being done of the returnees — and the COVID-19 infection is being confirmed in 15% to 20% 
of them.12  

 
7 Ratopati 
8 Ratopati 
9 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
10 The Himalayan Times 
11 Ratopati 
12 Ratopati 
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The District COVID-19 Crisis Management Center of Parsa has given instructions to introduce more stringent measures and 
expand tests in Birgunj border checkpost. The number of infections here has been increasing rapidly since the fast 3-4 days.13  

The police personnel deployed in the border checkpoints of Nepal often face difficulties to convince Nepalis returning from 
India to undergo tests for COVID-19, and to send them to isolation if they test positive. Some people even tend to misbehave 
with such police officials. Stating that it is very challenging to control and contain the COVID-19 infection in the area due to the 
behavior of the citizens entering the country as well as the open border, the officials have advised closing the border 
checkposts for the control and containment of the infection.14  

The pressure of patients in hospitals is increasing with a surge in COVID-19 infections in the country. At a time when the 
infection rate is increasing, healthcare professionals treating such patients are getting infected themselves. This has affected 
the health check-up in border check posts. At least 15 staff members including doctors and nurses have been infected at the 
Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital, Maharajgunj. A total of 8 doctors have succumbed to COVID-19 in Nepal as of now.15  

The CPN (Unified Socialist) Chairman Madhav Kumar Nepal has tested positive for COVID-19. His health is normal.16 

On 10 January Nepal posted a sharp rise in coronavirus cases — 1 357 people tested positive from 8 965 PCR tests. An 
additional 89 people tested from 2 464 Antigen Tests. Public health experts say no strategic decisions have been taken as the 
agencies formed to deal with the pandemic waited until the virus to strike. “Since the start of the pandemic, we have been 
asking authorities to be on alert and keep preparing strategies as per the evolving situation,” said Dr Krishna man Shakya, a 
public health expert. “But authorities here wake up only at the last hour.” Government officials admit that there were no plans in 
place, especially to the Omicron-driven third wave, even though an explosion in infections was looming. “We are still working to 
prepare a rapid action plan,” said Dr Hemanta Chandra Ojha, an official at the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division. 
“The rapid action plan is in its final stage; we will unveil and implement it soon.” 17 

The government, which failed to monitor the border checkposts during the first and second waves of COVID-19 pandemic,  
has not been able to manage the commute of people from India this time as well. The number of Nepalis returning to  

 
13 Annapurna Post 
14 Setopati 
15 Annapurna Post 
16 Onlinekhabar 
17 The Kathmandu Post 
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Nepal is increasing with an increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection in India. People are traveling across the border freely 
— there are health desks in the major border checkposts, but many are entering the country via the unofficial routes increasing 
the risk of infection. The construction of holding centers to keep the infected coming from India and other countries has also 
not been completed.18  

The government was unable to manage quarantine and isolation during the first and second waves of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in the country, the contact tracing was not swift — these mistakes should not be repeated now so as to get over the third wave 
with minimum damages. Shortage of beds and oxygen was a major problem in the earlier waves of the pandemic — along with 
addressing these issues, the government should present itself efficiently in administrative management as well to cope with the 
third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.19 

If Nepalis test positive for COVID-19 when tested at the Birgunj border checkpost, they are sent to home isolation after 
arranging for vehicles. Meanwhile, the construction of a holding center — that is supposed to keep those people who test 
COVID-19 positive on entering Nepal via the border checkpost — has not been completed yet. A total of 59 buildings that 
include 22 holding houses, 15 kitchens and 22 toilets are being constructed.20  

There is no fixed date on when the holding centers in eastern Nepal — near the Kakarbhitta and Jogbani border checkposts — 
will come into operation though the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic has started in the country. They are being constructed 
under the supervision of Nepal Army at a cost of Rs 500 000 000.21 

Last year the government had decided to construct holding centers in different places of Lumbini Province with different 
capacities. Out of the 2 holding centers of Kapilvastu, 90% construction of one and 80% construction of another has been 
completed. Likewise, 80% construction of the holding center at Nepalgunj is complete. The construction of the holding center 
at Belahiya has not begun yet due to the unavailability of land.22 

 
18 Kantipur 
19 Setopati 
20 Onlinekhabar 
21 Baahrakhari 
22 Onlinekhabar 
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There is free commuting of people across the 144 km open border between Nepal and India in Jhapa despite the rapid spread 
of Omicron variant of COVID-19 in India. There are stringent measures introduced in the major eastern border checkpost — 
Kakarbhitta but no such measures have been introduced in the other border checkposts of eastern Nepal.23 

There has been no discussion yet on imposition of a lockdown in the country, according to Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint 

Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). We will pay attention to the control and containment of 

COVID-19 infection for now, he said and added that MoHP is preparing to impose smart lockdown in those areas that record a 

high number of infections.24 

The COVID-19 Crisis Management Center has said there are no plans to impose an immediate lockdown in the country. 

However, the management and control of COVID-19 infection will be done as per the work procedure of a smart lockdown if 

the rate of infection heads towards the critical state, it said.25  

The government has given the right to impose lockdown and other such measures for the control and containment of  

COVID-19 to the chief district officers. They can impose lockdown or prohibitory measures depending on the state of the 

infection of the related district.26  

The district administration authorities of Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur have issued regulatory measures to curb  

the rising COVID-19 cases, effective from 11 January midnight. The 18-point order has made the adhering to health protocols 

mandatory along with imposing a ban on the gathering of more than 25 people. Vaccination cards have been made mandatory 

to get public services.27 

 
23 Nayapatrika 
24 Setopati 
25 Nagarik 
26 Kantipur 
27 Setopati 
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Hundreds of people gathered along Bhadrakali-Singhadurbar road section of Kathmandu on 11 January to mark the 300th birth 

anniversary of king Prithvi Narayan Shah, flouting the orders of the Ministry of Home Affairs that has banned the gathering of 

more than 25 people. The order was violated by the state and the public within the 36 hours since the issuance of the notice.28 

One must mandatorily show a vaccine card to enter in the public places in Kathmandu Valley, effective from 21 January.  One 

can show the photo of the vaccine card from their mobile phones as well for the same.29 

Masks have been mandatory for the passengers using public vehicles in Kathmandu Valley.30 

Visitors to the Central Zoo in Jawalakhel must follow the health protocols issued by the government. An adherence to the 

health protocols has been made mandatory with the increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection in recent days, according to 

Leena Chalise, Information Officer of the Central Zoo.31 

Stating that the COVID-19 infection is increasing, the District Administration Office Lalitpur has urged the public to wear masks 

mandatorily when stepping out of their houses.32  

The District Administration Office Lalitpur has decided that the public vehicles in the district will not be allowed to carry 

passengers more than their seating capacity keeping in mind the increasing risk of the COVID-19 infection. The decision will 

be effective from 11 January midnight.33 

The government has made vaccine cards mandatory to avail of public services, but public health expert Dr Baburam Marasini 

has said this provision should not be implemented in the present context when the vaccine coverage in Nepal is only 35%. It 

 
28 Ratopati 
29 Baahrakhari 
30 Baahrakhari 
31 Setopati 
32 Onlinekhabar 
33 Onlinekhabar 
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will only create conflict in the present context, he added. But Sagar Dahal, Chief of the Family Welfare Division, disagreed 

saying the provision has been introduced to put a positive pressure.34 

The Tribhuvan International Airport Office has stopped issuing visitor passes amidst the surge in the cases of COVID-19 

infection in the country. The visitor pass will not be issued unless very urgent from now onwards. The Office has also urged the 

public not to visit the airport to welcome or bid goodbye to the passengers to reduce crowding.35 

The District Administration Office Banke has imposed a ban on the organization of conferences, gatherings and festivals of all 

kinds in the district. Likewise, the vaccination card has been made mandatory while going to public places in the district, 

effective from 21 January.36 

The District Administration Office Makawanpur has urged all its local levels to manage health infrastructure and oxygen in the 

district keeping in mind the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic. It has also urged the public to follow health safety protocols to 

control and contain the COVID-19 pandemic.37 

The District Administration Office Kavre has issued a notice ordering public vehicles to not carry passengers beyond their 

seating capacity. It has also made public health protocols mandatory for drivers, helpers and passengers of such vehicles. 

Likewise, one must have the vaccine card to be eligible to get public services in the district, effective from 21 January.38 

Nepal has reported 27 Omicron cases as of 7 January. As new cases surge amid concerns if the country witnesses an 

explosion of infections driven by the super contagious Omicron variant of coronavirus, experts say the daily numbers could just 

be the tip of the iceberg. Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, Chief of the Clinical Research Unit at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease 

Hospital, says that we can expect a rise in breakthrough infections because of the Omicron variant. A breakthrough case is 

 
34 Ratopati 
35 Onlinekhabar 
36 Setopati 
37 Setopati 
38 Baahrakhari 
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when a person tests positive after being fully vaccinated. A vaccinated person can also spread the virus. Chances of 

reinfections are also equally high.39  

Dr Guna Raj Lohani has been given the responsibility of the COVID-19 Unified (Bir Hospital) — he has replaced Dr Bhupendra 

Basnet, according to the Ministry of Health and Population.40 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

More than 10 000 000 doses of vaccine against COVID-19 are being stored despite the government announcing to speed up 
the vaccination campaign. Bade Babu Thapa, Pharmacy Officer at the Immunization Division, informed that Nepal had a stock 
of 9 223 000 doses of vaccine yet to be administered as of 10 January, and another 1 200 000 doses had been added to the 
store on 11 January. The Division has been able to send only around 200 000 to 300 000 doses of vaccine to the provinces 
every day. If the vaccination continues at the current slow pace, it will take 3 months to administer the current vaccines in 
store. This will not only keep the public from getting vaccinated, but there will be a problem regarding the storage of vaccines.41  

The vaccination drive in Nepal has not been able to meet the government’s target of administering 500 000 doses every day. 
Only around 200 000 are being administered the vaccine daily. Officials at the Ministry of Health and Population said the 
shortage of syringes required to administer the vaccine is the reason for them not being able to meet their target. The drive has 
also been affected due to the lack of coordination between the governments of three levels, they said.42 

 
39 The Kathmandu Post 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Setopati 
42 Nayapatrika 
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The number of people getting the vaccine against COVID-19 has increased in Kathmandu Valley in recent days with the  
surge in new COVID-19 infections. As the Valley is in the red zone in terms of infection, the number of people getting the jab 
has increased.43 

The first and second doses of vaccine against COVID-19 are being administered from 6 local levels of Kathmandu. They are 
being given from all other local levels except for Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Chandragiri Municipality, Budhanilkantha 
Municipality, Nagarjun Municipality and Shankharapur Municipality of Kathmandu district.44 

The Lalitpur Metropolitan City has aimed to administer the Pfizer vaccine against COVID-19 to 44 000 children in a period of 1 
week. The vaccination that began on 11 January will continue till 16 January.45 

The children aged 12 to 18 are being administered the Pfizer vaccine for a week from 11 January in Kathmandu  
and Lalitpur districts.46 

A total of 19 402 children have been administered the Moderna vaccine in Kalikot. The district has exceeded its target as 372 
more children than targeted were given the jab.47 

Rasuwa has returned nearly 1 500 doses of Moderna vaccine to the Supply Division of the Department of Health Services. The 
vaccines were returned as not all children aged 12 to 17 went to get the jab in the district. The district had received 4 800 
doses of vaccine out of which 1 490 doses had to be returned.48 

Nearly 90% of the population above the age of 18 has taken the vaccine against COVID-19 in Chitwan as of now.49 

A liquid oxygen plant has come into operation at the Narayani Hospital, a COVID-19 designated health institution in Birgunj. It 
can produce up to 2 200 cylinders of oxygen on a daily basis.50 

 
43 Onlinekhabar 
44 Nayapatrika 
45 Onlinekhabar 
46 Onlinekhabar 
47 Setopati 
48 Nayapatrika 
49 Onlinekhabar 
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The Makar Mela, which is organized every 12 years in Panauti of Kavre, has been canceled due to the increasing risk of the 

COVID-19 infection. The District COVID-19 Management Committee decided not to organize the festival that would otherwise 

be organized throughout the month of Magh.51 

The Maghi Mela — organized in Baahrakune Pond and Bagar Baba — of Dang on the occasion of Maghe Sankranti won’t be 

observed this year due to the increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection.52 

A meeting of Chitwan District COVID-19 Crisis Management Committee held in Bharatpur on January 10 decided to impose 

ban on all fairs and festivals scheduled in the district.53 

The government and private schools of Biratnagar and Morang will remain open throughout the month of Poush (till 14 

January) despite the government’s instruction to close all schools till 29 January. The decision has been made keeping in view 

the cases of areas that have very low infection rates, as per Shitala Subba, President of the Private and Institutionalized 

Schools Organization, Morang.54  

The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has decided to close educational institutes till 29 January following a spike 

in COVID-19 cases in the country.55 

With the rapid increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection in the country, the Education Ministry has decided to stop all 

education activities and shut down around 35 000 schools across the nation. It has decided to give the schools a vacation  

till 29 January.56  

Education expert Bidyanath Koirala has said it is wrong to close schools amidst the increase in COVID-19 cases as per the 

 
50 The Kathmandu Post 
51 Onlinekhabar 
52 Onlinekhabar 
53 The Himalayan Times 
54 Baahrakhari 
55 The Himalayan Times 
56 Nayapatrika 
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recommendation of COVID-19 Crisis Management Center and decision of the Education Ministry. He said one needs to adopt 

different models — running physical classes, going online or teaching the students visiting communities — whichever is 

suitable in the respective places.57 

Due to the regular interruptions of the meeting of the House of Representatives and the National Assembly, the emergency 

bills presented before the parliament have not proceeded ahead. With this the legal basis to control, contain, and treat the 

COVID-19 infected has been affected. The bill to make the Bir Hospital a unified hospital has been stuck in the parliament 

which has affected the process of conducting integrated treatment of the infected.58 

Entrepreneurs associated with cottage, small and medium businesses have started fearing the third wave of COVID-19. This 

sector was badly hit by the first and second waves and the government failed to address their problems. But despite all odds, 

they were making a rapid recovery. But the virus has struck back. “We fear that the government will impose a lockdown,” said 

Umesh Prasad Singh, acting President of the Federation of Nepalese Cottage and Small Scale Industries. “Even if the 

lockdown is not imposed, businesses will face ruin because of the fear factor.” 59 

International News  

Healthcare and frontline workers along with people above the age of 60 with health problems lined up on January 10 at 
vaccination centers across to receive a third dose as infections linked to the Omicron variant surge.60 

The numbers are small, but the major port of Tianjin may be facing China’s first local outbreak of Omicron of any size, less 
than a month before the Winter Olympics open in nearby Beijing. State broadcaster CCTV said the government had divided 
Tianjin and its 14 million residents into 3 levels of restrictions, starting with lockdown areas where people are not allowed to 
leave their homes at all. In control areas, each household is allowed to have 1 family member leave to buy groceries every 

 
57 Baahrakhari 
58 Kantipur 
59 The Kathmandu Post 
60 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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other day, while in prevention areas, people must remain inside their immediate neighborhoods. Buses and trains from Tianjin 
to Beijing have been suspended and people are being told not to leave the city unless they have urgency.61  

Uganda’s schools reopened to students on 10 January, ending the world’s longest school disruption due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Uganda’s schools have been fully or partially shut for more than 83 weeks, the world’s longest disruption, according 
to figures from the UN cultural agency. The shutdown affected more than 10 million learners.62 

A COVID-19 spike has disrupted businesses in the Philippines, with banks, malls and airlines reducing operations and some 
schools suspending online classes due to staff sickness, as authorities announced a third day of record new cases.63  

Virgin Australia said on 10 January it would reduce capacity across its network by around 25% for the rest of January and for 
February to reduced travel demand and staff being required to isolate as COVID-19 case numbers rise in Australia.64 
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62 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 
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