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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

      Date: 11 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1 357 new COVID-19 cases, 2 deaths on 10 January; COVID-19 infection rate increased to 9.5% on 9 
January as compared to 3% on 3 January; 53.31% of positive cases are in Kathmandu Valley as of 10 January; number 
of people testing positive for COVID-19 has doubled in Province 1 in 3 days; rising number of people entering Nepal 
from India testing positive at border points  

• Schools across the country to be remain closed from 11 January to 29 January, pre-scheduled university exams to held 
as planned, according to Education Ministry; Health Ministry not in favor of imposing any kind of lockdown in the country 
at present; Home Ministry has instructed all agencies under its jurisdiction to prohibit all kinds of gathering in public 
places  

• Government making vaccine card mandatory for those seeking public service will be burdensome for the unvaccinated 
as many have not got the jab because the government has not made it available to them; students, others need to carry 
COVID-19 vaccine card while visiting educational institutions effective from 21 January  

• Kathmandu Valley district administration offices make preparations to impose prohibitory orders in areas with crowds; 
Bhaktapur and Morang have made wearing of face masks mandatory in public places  

• Nepal facing a shortage of kits to conduct RT-PCR tests  

• Oxygen plant at Mugu District Hospital still left uninstalled, was purchased at a cost of Rs 4 million last year 
 
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• As COVID-19 infections surge, COVID-19 Crisis Management Coordination Centers recommends a slew of 
recommendations aimed at curbing the spread of the virus 

 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 1 357 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 833,946, while the death 
toll reached 11 606 as 2 fatalities were recorded on 10 January. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.7%, the fatality 
rate at 1.4%, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 7 855.2 

The rate of COVID-19 infection has tripled in Nepal amongst those who test for the infection in the past one week. The 
infection rate in those who tested for COVID-19 was 3% on 3 January, but it increased to 9.5% on 9 January, according to the 
Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). Health experts and government officials have reasoned that the speed of the rise in 
the infection rate indicates the beginning of the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Omicron variant is regarded as 
being responsible for the surge in infections. The MoHP has estimated that if the infection spreads at the current rate, 40% of 
the population of Nepal will get infected even before the third wave reaches its peak. Amongst the daily cases of COVID-19 
infection being confirmed, the Omicron variant is being confirmed in 25% of the samples.3  

The rate of COVID-19 infection, which has been continually increasing since the past 1 week, reached 9.23% on 9 January. 
The government has become alert as the single day infection reached 1 167 on 9 January, leading to the introduction of 
stringent measures.4  

 
2 THT Online 
3 Kantipur 
4 Nayapatrika 
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The rate of COVID-19 infection, which has been spreading rapidly since the past 1 week, reached 9.5% on 9 January.5  

Out of the total cases of COVID-19 infection in the country, 53.31% are in Kathmandu Valley as of 10 January, according to 
the Ministry of Health and Population. However, there is no health checkup being carried out at Thankot, the major checkpost 
while entering Kathmandu. Likewise, no test at the community level has been done in Bhaktapur, another checkpoint while 
entering Kathmandu Valley.6  

Kathmandu Valley has become the hotspot of COVID-19 infection – more than 60% of the new cases of COVID-19 infection 
have been recorded here in the past 24 hours. The Valley recorded an addition of 876 new cases in a single day.7 

A total of 133 new cases of COVID-19 were confirmed in Province 1 in the past 24 hours. This data indicates that the number 
of daily infections has doubled in 3 days in the province.8  

The COVID-19 infection was confirmed in 56 cases on 9 January in Province 1. There is a high risk of the new variant of 
COVID-19 entering the province as it shares an open border with India. Every day thousands of people commute across the 
border with ease. Likewise, there is also a risk of the spread of infection due to the organization of conferences, and other 
activities causing crowd as well as due to the people and traders not following public health protocols in places like Biratnagar 
among other places of Morang district, observe the doctors there.9  

The COVID-19 infection was confirmed in 39 new cases on 9 January at the Jamunaha border checkpost of Banke.10 

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in a large number of people returning to Nepal from India. With the rapid spread 
of the Omicron variant in India, Nepalis have started to return home. The infection has been confirmed during the tests done at 
border checkposts ranging from Birgunj in the east to Gaddachauki of Sudurpashchim. There are not sufficient tests and 

 
5 Nagarik 
6 Baahrakhari 
7 Ratopati 
8 Baahrakhari 
9 Nagarik 
10 Nagarik 
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practice of caution at the border checkposts of Nepal, not all entering Nepal are being tested, and many are entering the 
country via unofficial routes. The infection has increased all of a sudden due to such carelessness in the border areas.11 

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in 33 people entering Nepal via the Rani border checkpost of Biratnagar since  
16 December 2021. Those testing positive are being sent home on condition to stay in home isolation. According to Ramesh 
Karki, Health Coordinator of Biratnagar Metropolitan City, they are being sent on home isolation after contacting their relatives 
as the holding centers are not ready yet.12  

There used to be a large number of Nepalis entering India via the Gaddachauki border checkpost in search of employment 
during this time of year in the last year despite the beginning of the COVID-19 infection. However, this winter, there is a bigger 
line of people returning to Nepal than those entering India for job opportunities with the increase in cases of COVID-19 
infection in India. With an increase in the number of people returning home from India, the cases of COVID-19 infection has 
also been increasing.13 

The construction of the holding center with a capacity to accommodate 1 000 people is in the final stage in Ward-14, 
Mechinagar Municipality of Jhapa. The construction by Nepal Army has speeded up with the spread of the new variant of 
COVID-19. According to a technician there, 90% of the construction work of the holding center has been completed.14 

The meeting of the House of Representatives has been postponed till 17 January due to an increase in COVID-19 infections  
in the country.15  

Schools across the country will be shut down from 11 January to 29 January, according to Deepak Sharma, Spokesperson at 
the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MoEST). The COVID-19 Crisis Management Center had recommended 
the closure of schools till 29 January. However, the pre-scheduled exams of the universities will not be canceled and the 
MoEST has requested that the exams be held adhering to the public health protocols.16 

 
11 Annapurna Post 
12 Onlinekhabar 
13 Kantipur 
14 Setopati 
15 Setopati 
16 Onlinekhabar 
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The COVID-19 Crisis Management Coordination Center has recommended that the Ministry of Federal Affairs and General 
Administration should announce winter vacation for schools across the country until 29 January, citing recent spike in 
coronavirus spread.17 

The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) is not in favor of imposing any kind of lockdown in the country at present. Dr 
Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint Spokesperson at MoHP, said they have not thought of closing down all sectors immediately. The 
strategy of lockdown has to be adopted only if the health sector reaches a critical stage, he said. 18 

Dr Sangita Mishra, Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population has said the third wave of COVID-19 has not begun 
in Nepal yet. She also added that the lockdown won’t be imposed in the country immediately.19 

The Ministry of Home Affairs has corresponded with all agencies under its jurisdiction to prohibit all kinds of gatherings in 
public places. It has issued a circular for the same to 77 district administration offices, police headquarters, and Department of 
Immigration, among others.20  

Passengers flying to Nepal mandatorily need the PCR test report done within 72 hours and that report has to be negative, 
according to the new order issued by Ministry of Home Affairs.21  

The COVID-19 Crisis Management Center (CCMC) has made a decision to arrange for isolation and quarantine facility for 
people entering Nepal via 9 nations where the Omicron variant was first confirmed and has instructed the Department of 
Immigration to work on the same. But the infection is higher in neighboring India, the United States and other European 
nations, and there is no such provision for people returning from these countries. Spokesperson of CCMC Sunita Nepal said 
the decision was made by the Cabinet, and only it can take it back.22 

With the beginning of the third wave of COVID-19 in Nepal due to the Omicron variant, the government has tried to make the 

vaccine card mandatory when seeking public service. Yet there are some basic hurdles to implementing this directive. If this 

 
17 The Himalayan Times 
18 Setopati 
19 Ratopati 
20 Baahrakhari 
21 Ratopati 
22 Setopati 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   7 

provision is implemented, the unvaccinated public will be deprived of basic services. Most Nepalis who have not been 

vaccinated against COVID-19 have not taken the jab not because they are uninterested but because the government has not 

made it available to them. Amidst such a situation, the government saying it will not provide public service to the unvaccinated 

is an indication of the government trying to impose its inefficiency upon the public and an act of injustice against them.23  

Students and others need to carry the COVID-19 vaccine card while visiting education institutions. A notice issued by the 

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has instructed the educational institutions to make sure everyone entering such 

institutions carries the vaccine card, effective from 21 January.24  

If anyone has lost their COVID-19 vaccine card, they can visit the health office of the district from where they had taken the 

vaccine and get their card made, according Nawaraj Gautam, Information Officer at the Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious 

Disease Hospital, Teku.25  

The district administration offices of the Kathmandu Valley have made preparations to impose prohibitory orders in areas with 

crowds due to the resurgence in the cases of COVID-19 infection. They have also said they will give priority to the vaccination 

drive and following of health protocols as well.26  

The District Administration Office Bhaktapur has made masks mandatory in the light of the increasing cases of COVID-19 

infection. Action will be taken against those who do not follow the rule.27 

The District Administration Office Morang has made masks mandatory in public places and markets. Those found without 

masks in such areas will be fined Rs 100 in Biratnagar.28  

There is a shortage of test kits to conduct RT-PCR tests in Nepal. There are test kits sufficient to test only 123 527 samples in 

 
23 Setopati 
24 Setopati 
25 Onlinekhabar 
26 Baahrakhari 
27 Baahrakhari 
28 Baahrakhari 
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total in the central storage and laboratories of 7 provinces of the country currently. There is no preparation to bring additional 

test kits. The PCR test in government laboratories is negligible due to the less number of test kits.29  

Health institutions across the country are gearing up to make the necessary preparations to contain the possible third wave of 

COVID-19. But the district hospital in Mugu, a remote district of Karnali Province, still does not have an oxygen plant to cope 

with the possible surge in COVID-19 cases. Work to install an oxygen plant at the district hospital has been left in limbo, which 

was purchased last year at Rs 4 million provided by the Karnali provincial government, is gathering dust at a time when its 

need is very essential. According to Umesh Gautam, Chief at the District Health Office, the installation work of the oxygen plant 

has been halted for the past one week after the public accounts committee of the Karnali provincial assembly started an 

investigation stating that there were irregularities while purchasing the oxygen plant.30  

As coronavirus cases have started to rise with 24 Omicron cases confirmed on 7 January, there are concerns if Nepal could 

see an explosion of infections. According to experts, the new coronavirus cases in Nepal could just be the tip of the iceberg, as 

many people have not undergone tests and the majority of cases are asymptomatic. Before authorities concerned take 

decisions on measures, the super contagious variant of the coronavirus could cause a mayhem, they have warned. Amid the 

rise in cases, the COVID-19 Crisis Management Coordination Center on 9 January decided to make a slew of 

recommendations including restrictions on gathering of more and 25 people and extension of school closure till 29 January.31  

The rate of COVID-19 infected being admitted in hospitals has increased. The cases of infection have doubled as compared to 

last week. As such the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center has recommended the government to introduce prohibitory 

measures that include shutting down of schools, and making vaccine cards mandatory in public places and public service 

among others.32 

 
29 Nayapatrika 
30 The Kathmandu Post 
31 The Kathmandu Post 
32 Annapurna Post 
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Chief district officers of the 3 districts in Kathmandu Valley have started deliberations on imposing restrictions on public 

gatherings in the wake of rising cases of COVID-19 in the country. Chief District Officer of Kathmandu Govinda Prasad Rijal 

said that it had now become imperative to act as the COVID-19 surge was already reaching a dangerously high point.33 

 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

The PCR test report of Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has come negative in the test done on 10 January.34  

Devendra Paudel, Minister for Education, Science and Technology has tested positive for COVID-19.35 

Scores of political leaders have gone into isolation (this is the first time), and at a time when the Omicron variant, which has a 
high transmissibility rate, has already made its foray into Nepal. Despite authorities calling on all to strictly follow health safety 
protocols, Nepali politicians rarely stick to the mask mandate. Leaders and cadres were seen either not wearing masks or 
without properly covering their nose and mouth during the recently held national conventions of different political parties.36 

Dr Sundarmani Dixit, a senior doctor, has said the political parties of Nepal are responsible for the spread of COVID-19 
infection in Nepal. He commented that the conventions of the political parties played a role in the virus to spread in the country. 

 
33 The Kathmandu Post 
34 Onlinekhabar 
35 Baahrakhari 
36 The Kathmandu Post 
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He also blamed the government for allowing the parties to organize such conventions despite knowing the possible risk of the 
spread of the infection.37 

Public health experts have advised the government to increase the pace of the vaccination drive against COVID-19 rather than 
imposing lockdown measures keeping in mind the possibility of the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.38 

The Omicron variant of COVID-19 is not fatal but as the infection spreads faster and many people are infected, the number of 

people with critical health problems will increase, according to Dr Jageshwor Gautam, former Spokesperson at the Ministry of 

Health and Population (MoHP). If the number of critical cases increases, there will be need for oxygen, ICUs and ventilators, 

and Joint Spokesperson at MoHP Dr Samir Kumar Adhikari claims they have those in sufficient number and in a ready state.39 

The vaccine against COVID-19 will be administered to the children of Lalitpur and Kathmandu districts from 11 January. The 

children can visit their schools and get the jab of Pfizer.40 

The District Health Office Bhaktapur has made arrangements to administer the vaccine against COVID-19 to students by 

mobilizing healthcare workers in schools. The vaccine was administered in the schools of Suryabinayak and Changunarayan 

municipalities on 9 January. A total of 5,000 doses of vaccine were administered on the first day of the beginning of the 

vaccination drive, according to Krishna Mijar, Public Health Chief.41 

The Ministry of Health and Population has clarified that there is no possibility for a pregnant woman who has been vaccinated 

against COVID-19 to give birth prematurely or chances of giving birth to a premature baby.42  

The Ministry of Health and Population has started preparations to extend the contract tenure of healthcare professionals 

involved in the control, containment and treatment of COVID-19 infection. It has planned to extend the tenure of doctors, 

 
37 Ratopati 
38 Baahrakhari 
39 Setopati 
40 Onlinekhabar 
41 Kantipur 
42 Baahrakhari 
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nurses and staff of laboratories deployed in different hospitals.43 

The bill made to manage the COVD-19 crisis is one of the many ordinances stuck in the parliament of Nepal. The bill was 

registered in the National Assembly on 2 November 2021, and the session of the National Assembly began on 14 December 

2021. But no preparations have been made to table the bill in the house as of now. The officials at the Ministry of Health and 

Population say this bill will be very fruitful to conduct the tasks related to the control, containment, cure, and treatment of 

COVID-19 infection in a managed and integrated way in the context that the infection is spreading rapidly in the country.44 

The District Administration Office Chitwan has decided to stop the organization of all kinds of festivals in the district effective 

from 11 January. The all-party meeting on 10 January decided to stop the organization of the festivals due to an increase in the 

cases of COVID-19 infection.45  

Trade festival ‘Chitwan Mahotsav’ has begun in Chitwan with much fanfare like in normal times from 9 January on the banks of 

Narayani River. A similar kind of festival is set to begin from 11 January in the Ratnanagar of Chitwan. These and many such 

festivals are being organized or plans are underway to organize them in Chitwan amidst the rapid spread of the COVID-19 

pandemic in the country. The locals are worried about the risk such festivals create and many are posting against their 

organization on social media.46  

The ‘Sudurpashchim Provincial Festival’ scheduled to be held in Attariya of Kailali from 11 January to 23 January has been 

canceled due to the increase in the COVID-19 infection.47  

The current huge economic crisis is due to the lockdown imposed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Finance Minister 

Janardan Sharma has said. As such, the lockdown should not be imposed at any cost in the country as the financial sector will 

 
43 Onlinekhabar 
44 Nagarik 
45 Onlinekhabar 
46 Kantipur 
47 Onlinekhabar 
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not be able to survive it, he said.48  

At a time when the number of people testing positive for the coronavirus has increased significantly in the country, the tourism 

stakeholders have emphasized on the need to allow tourism activities to continue while all concerned strictly adhere to the 

health safety protocols.49  

Nepal saw a marginal increase in industrial capacity in the last fiscal year 2020-21 on a year-on-year basis as the impact  

of the COVID-19 continued to hinder the industry utilization, a report of the central bank showed. According to the  

Economic Activities Reported (Integrated) 2020-21 report released by Nepal Rastra Bank on 9 January, the average capacity 

utilization of industry during the survey conducted in the last fiscal year stood at 52.2% compared to 48.4% in the previous 

fiscal year 2019-20.50  

A person who had got the insurance against COVID-19 misbehaved with the employees of Nepal Insurance Board on 10 

January after failing to get his insurance amount despite visiting different organizations for the same.51 

International News  

Anti-vaccine protesters rallied in cities across France on 8 January denouncing President Emmanuel Macron’s intent to “piss 
off” people refusing COVID-19 shots by tightening curbs on their civil liberties. Macron said this week he wanted to irritate 
unvaccinated people by making their lives so complicated they would end up getting jabbed.52  

The northern coastal city of Tianjin began testing its population of around 14 million on 9 January after at least 2 local cases of 
the highly-transmissible Omicron variant were detected, state media reported.53  

 
48 Setopati 
49 The Himalayan Times 
50 The Kathmandu Post 
51 Baahrakhari 
52 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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Reducing the self-isolation period for people who test positive COVID-19 from 7 days to 5 would help British employers that 
have been hard hit by absences, Education Minister Nadhim Zahawi on 9 January.54 

The US and Japan on 9 January agreed to keep American troops within their bases as worries grew about a sharp rise in 
coronavirus cases in the country. The restrictions starting on 10 January will last 14 days, confining US military personnel to 
base facilities except for “essential activities”.55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
53 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
54 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
55 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 
 
 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN11MM_108  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

