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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: 10 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 841 new COVID-19 cases on 9 January; COVID-19 infection rate reached 7.1% on 8 January, up by 4% 
since 3 January when it was 2.61%; infection rate will peak in a few weeks’ time, opine health experts stressing the 
need to adhere to health safety protocols  

• 22% of samples collected from COVID-19 patients are suspected to have the Omicron variant; 24 samples tested 
positive for Omicron variant on 7 January; at least 1 dozen Nepal Army personnel back from South Sudan mission have 
tested positive; chair of Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center) Pushpa Kamal Dahal, other leaders test positive; 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba in isolation  

• COVID-19  cases on the rise in areas that share the border with India, Sudurpashchim, Kanchanpur; 60 COVID-19 
patients admitted to Mahakali Provincial Hospital in 3 days; number of Nepalis returning from India has risen so has the 
positivity rate in returnees; testing for COVID-19 in Parsa has been intensified  

• Pressure on hospitals building up as COVID-19 infections surge; contact tracing almost non-existent in Nepal as 
Omicron cases start getting reported; Virologist Dr Basudev Pandey says Omicron spreading at the community level, 
that it’s now time to work for containment rather than just counting number of cases; with COVID-19 cases rising and 
trend showing infections in clusters, public health experts warn of a possible third wave of the pandemic, stress on the 
need to ramp up vaccination and provide booster doses  

• Not enough preparation in Nepal’s health institutions to face a possible third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic as 
Omicron variant spreads; Health Ministry says number of isolation centers, HDUs, ICUs, ventilators, oxygen cylinders, 
concentrators and plants has been doubled since the second wave  

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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• Vaccination cards to be mandatory in domestic flights, movie halls, offices, hotels, restaurants, stadiums and parks from 
17 January, according to COVID-19 Crisis Management Center decision of 9 January; has recommended Home 
Ministry to implement measures to implement a smart lockdown, and winter vacation for schools across the nation till 29 
January  

• Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has instructed hospitals to stay alert to curb the spread of Omicron variant of 
coronavirus and stop a possible third wave of the pandemic  

• Reduced risk of severity from the Omicron variant of coronavirus than Delta but it cannot be categorized as mild, 
according to World Health Organization; calls for strict implementation of health protocols  

• Hospitalization of children under 5, only age group not yet eligible for COVID-19 vaccine, has soared in recent weeks in 
the United States   

 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Additional COVID-19 vaccine dose to be given to frontliners and those above the age of 60 from second week of Magh 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal recorded 841 new coronavirus infections in the last 24 hours, pushing the nationwide tally to 832 589, while the death 
toll reached 11 604 as 2 fatalities were recorded on 9 January. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 97.8%, the fatality 
rate at 1.4%, while the country's active COVID-19 case count currently is 6 755.2  

The COVID-19 infection rate reached 7.1% on 8 January in Nepal. It was 2.61% on 3 January. The infection rate has 
increased by 4% in 5 days.3 

The COVID-19 infection rate will reach its peak in a few weeks’ time in Nepal keeping in mind the current rate of infection, as 
per health experts. But as the mode of transmission for all variants of the COVID-19 is the same, following health protocols is 
the only way to be safe from the infection, said public health expert Dr Sharad Wanta.4 

Twenty-two per cent of samples collected from COVID-19 patients in Nepal are suspected to have the Omicron variant of the 
disease. According to the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP), 1 146 COVID-19 positive samples were collected from 
across the country since the beginning of December. Of those, 250 had S-gene negative in them, which means they are 
suspected of having the Omicron variant of COVID-19. Health authorities performed gene sequencing on some of the 250 
samples, of which 24 tested positive for the Omicron variant. According to a source, 21 of the 24 samples that tested positive 
for Omicron were from Nepal Army personnel who had recently returned after completing their mission in Sudan. Other 
COVID-19 patients with the Omicron variant are those who have returned from land crossings, said the source. The MoHP 
suspects cases of local transmission as well “in Kathmandu valley and in areas bordering India”, according to Samir Kumar 
Adhikari, Spokesperson for MoHP.5  

Nepal on 7 January reported 24 new Omicron cases, just as daily coronavirus cases jumped. According to the Ministry  
of Health and Population (MoHP) 572 tested positive from 8 272 PCR Tests, while 396 tested positive from 6 699 Antigen 
Tests. The number of total positive cases in the last 24 hours stood at 968, almost twice from the day before. The COVID-19 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nagarik 
4 Baahrakhari 
5 The Himalayan Times 
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cases from PCR Tests crossed the 500 mark for the first time since October 28. “The writing is on the wall,” said Dr Sher 
Bahadur Pun, Chief of the Clinical Research Unit at Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital in Teku. “Omicron is 
spreading fast.” 6 

At least a dozen Nepal Army personnel, who recently returned from the peacekeeping mission in South Sudan, have 
contracted coronavirus. A group comprising a couple of hundred Nepal Army personnel had returned home from the mission 2 
days ago on 6 January. The Public Relations Directorate of the Nepal Army confirmed that more than a dozen Nepali soldiers, 
who returned from the mission, had contracted the virus. The Directorate however did not provide any specific numbers of the 
infected. Nepal Army Spokesperson Santosh Ballav Poudel said that more than a dozen had contracted COVID-19, the 
Omicron variant being the most likely infection.7 

The Omicron variant has been confirmed in 27 cases in Nepal as of now, informed Dr Sangita Mishra, Spokesperson at the 
Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) on 9 January during the MoHP’s regular briefing. 8 

Nepali politicians either have downplayed the coronavirus, like KP Sharma Oli who was never tired of offering unfounded 
treatment for COVID-19 during his prime ministership, or have paid little heed to the disease. On 8 January, Communist Party 
of Nepal (Maoist Center) chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal tested positive for COVID-19. Three more senior party leaders — Narayan 
Kaji Shrestha, Haribol Gajurel and Matrika Yadav — also tested positive for the virus. Ramesh Malla, chief personnel secretary 
to Dahal, said he too had contracted the coronavirus. 9 

Chairperson of Nepal Communist Party (Maoist-Center) Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ and its leader Narayan Kaji 
Shrestha have been infected with COVID-19. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has been in isolation  
since 8 January.10  

The COVID-19 infection has increased in areas that share the border with India. The infection is increasing in Nepalgunj, 

Bhairahawa, and Birgunj. Stricter measures have been imposed at border checkposts after an Omicron-infected case was 

 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
7 The Himalayan Times 
8 Ratopati 
9 The Kathmandu Post 
10 Nayapatrika 
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confirmed in Lumbini Province. Antigen Tests are being conducted at Jamunaha border checkpost of Nepalgunj and those 

testing positive are sent to isolation centers, or to the Bheri Hospital if they have serious health complications.11 

A total of 60 COVID-19 infected patients have been admitted to the Mahakali Provincial Hospital of Mahendranagar in 3 days. 

All those with infection confirmed at the border checkposts are being kept in the hospital’s isolation that has a capacity of 50 

beds only. Beds have been added to keep the infected people, according to the hospital’s COVID-19 focal person Dr Govinda 

Rokaya. According to the District Health Office, Kanchanpur, infection was confirmed in 39 cases on 6 January — 29 people 

returning home from India tested positive for COVID-19 in the Gaddachauki border checkpost, while 10 tested positive at the 

hospital. The infection is high among those coming from India, according to Shivaraj Sunar, Chief of the District Health Office.12 

The rate of Nepalis residing in different parts of India returning home has increased with the spread of the Omicron variant in 

India. The rate of COVID-19 infection is also increasing in Nepalis who are returning from India. There has been a daily spike 

in infection in the Antigen Test done of those entering Nepal via the Gaddachauki border checkpost of Kanchanpur and 

Gaurifanta border checkpost of Dhangadhi.13  

The impact of the rapidly increasing cases of COVID-19 in India is being seen in Nepal as well. The daily infections have been 

increasing since the past 1 week, while the pressure of infected has increased in hospitals. The infection rate is higher, 

especially in those entering Nepal via the Western border checkposts.14 

The cases of COVID-19 infection are increasing in Sudurpashchim Province in those who have been returning from India. The 

COVID-19 infection is being confirmed in at least 100 cases daily since the past few days, according to the Sudurpashchim 

Province Health Directorate.15  

Coronavirus infection is increasing slowly in Sudurpashchim as Nepali workers in India have started returning to the country. 

 
11 Annapurna Post 
12 Kantipur 
13 Nagarik 
14 Nayapatrika 
15 Onlinekhabar 
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As many as 55 people tested positive for the virus on 5 January, while 40 were infected with the virus on 4 January. As many 

as f92 people tested positive for COVID-19 in Kailali, 53 in Kanchanpur, 12 in Baitadi, 2 in Darchula, and 1 each in Bajhang, 

Bajura and Dadeldura.16 

The cases of COVID-19 infection have increased in the districts of Province 2. However, not a good number of people are 

taking the COVID-19 vaccine in the province. Only 38% of the population in the province has taken the complete doses of the 

vaccine as of now.17 

There has been an increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection in recent days in Province 1, but people there are indifferent to 

the increasing number of new cases. Antigen Test of those entering Nepal from India via the Jogbani border checkpost has 

begun but the local levels have not shown interest in the management of those testing positive. The holding center in Jhapa, 

Duhagadhi has not come into the operation. Likewise, there is no use of hand sanitizers in public places with crowds.18  

COVID-19 infection is being confirmed in a good number of Nepalis returning from India via the Jamunaha border checkpost. 

Infection was confirmed in 39 cases on 9 January and 49 cases on 8 January.19 

The last 3 days have seen a significant uptick in the number of COVID-19 cases in Kanchanpur, according to the District 

Health Office. Out of 787 Antigen Tests conducted on 6 January, 39 samples came back positive for the virus, the date of the 

office showed.  Twenty-eight of the positive samples were among the ones collected from Gaddachauki border point; 10 

positive cases were reported from Mahakali Provincial Hospital at Mahendranagar, and 1 positive case was detected in 

Purnabas Municipality.20  

 
16 The Himalayan Times 
17 Setopati 
18 Baahrakhari 
19 Onlinekhabar 
20 The Kathmandu Post 
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Testing for COVID-19 in Parsa district has intensified following the increasing risk of Omicron variant. A health desk has been 

set up at all the local levels in the district in line with the decision of the District COVID-19 Crisis Management.21  

The pressure of patients has increased in hospitals with the increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection in Nepal.  The Bir 

Hospital along with 13 other hospitals in the Kathmandu that have coordinated with the Bir Hospital as well as seven hospitals 

of the provinces have seen an increase in the number of COVID-19 patients, according to Dr Bhupendra Kumar Basnet, Chief 

Administrative Officer of the COVID-19 Unified Central Hospital. The number of patients being admitted to the hospitals has 

doubled as compared to a week ago.22 

Health caution and preparedness have started in Kathmandu Valley with an increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection. 

Preparations have been made to introduce stringent measures to adhere to health protocols, speed up the vaccination drive, 

and to keep health infrastructure in a ready state. The Chief District Officers of Lalitpur and Bhaktapur called for an all-party 

meeting on 9 January to prepare for their respective works for the same.23 

On 7 January, the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) confirmed 24 new Omicron cases. Earlier in December, 3 

Omicron cases had been reported. The MoHP said that around 22% of the samples out of 1 146 showed S-gene target failure 

report and that 24 out of 24 samples on which genome-sequencing was performed returned Omicron results. But where are 

these people? Neither the MoHP nor any other government agency has conducted contract tracing, one of the immediate 

measures to be followed to curb the spread. “We could not trace contacts of some of the people infected with the Omicron 

variant,” said an official at the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division, the agency responsible for dealing with the 

pandemic. “And anyway it won’t help now, as it’s already been more than 2 weeks since they were infected.” 24 

 
21 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in the Himalayan Times) 
22 Onlinekhabar 
23 Onlinekhabar 
24 The Kathmandu Post 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   9 

Virologist Dr Basudev Pandey said the Omicron variant has been spreading in Nepal at the community level. Nepal is reporting 

less cases of Omicron as our capacity to test is less, he said. He also advised it is now time to work for control and 

containment of the infection rather than just counting the number of cases.25 

Officials say COVID-19 cases are rising, and the trend shows infections are being seen in clusters. Even health workers, who 

were vaccinated about a year ago, have been infected in Palpa Hospital, which is a cause for concern, according to them. 

There are even children who were either recently given the first dose of the vaccine or are unvaccinated and teachers who 

were vaccinated months ago testing positive. The way coronavirus cases are rising should not be ignored, say public health 

experts, especially when neighboring India is reporting an exponential rise in infections. The daily positivity rate (of PCR Tests) 

for the last 3 days is — 6.6%, 6.5% and around 4.5% respectively. Daily test positivity rate on 29 December was 3.3%. Public 

health experts say most of the signs point to the third coronavirus wave. “The rise in new cases is a clear indication that a new 

wave could hit anytime,” Dr Biraj Karmacharya, an epidemiologist, said. “The new wave will start from clusters (schools, 

offices, unvaccinated areas and so on) — people who are unvaccinated will be much affected.” The major concern is how 

many people have been vaccinated and whether there is time to administer booster doses. Most of the experts have stressed 

the need to ramp up vaccination drive and start booster doses.26 

There is not enough preparation in the health institutions of Nepal at a time when the Omicron variant has been spreading  

in the country. The oxygen plants and number of beds were increased in the hospitals after the second wave. Yet there is  

a challenge seen in the operation of ventilators in many hospitals due to the shortage of specialists to operate it, while a 

shortage of doctors, nurses and staff continues. The construction of holding centers and isolation centers has also not  

been completed.27  

The number of isolation centers, HDUs, ICUs, ventilators, oxygen cylinders and concentrators, as well as oxygen plants has 

doubled in Nepal as compared to seven months ago when the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic reached its peak.  

 
25 Setopati 
26 The Kathmandu Post 
27 Kantipur 
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According to the data of the Ministry of Health and Population, there are 8 202 isolation centers, 3 846 HDUs, 21 797 

ventilators, 13 939 oxygen cylinders, 693 oxygen concentrators, and 47 oxygen plants across the country as of now.28 

The big hospitals of Nepal, that provide treatment for COVID-19, have claimed that they are on high alert for a possible wave 

of COVID-19 pandemic and are ready to face it. They have claimed they have been adding oxygen plants, expanding ICU 

beds and preparing human resources for the same.29 

Tilottama Municipality of Rupandehi has begun preparations with an increase in the cases of COVID-19 infection in India. The 

municipal level meeting of the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center on 9 January decided to implement the protocols of public 

health and safety.30 

The government has made vaccination cards mandatory in domestic flights. The 9 January meeting of the COVID-19 Crisis 

Management Center decided on the provision to give the boarding pass only to those with the vaccination card in domestic 

flights effective from 17 January.31  

The same meeting has also made the vaccination card mandatory in Nepal for those entering movie halls, offices, hotels, 

restaurants, stadiums and parks, among others, effective from 17 January.32 

One must show the vaccine card to be eligible to get public service in Nepal effective from 21 January, the meeting  

has decided.33  

The meeting also banned the gathering of more than 25 people in public places.34 

 
28 Kantipur 
29 Kantipur 
30 Setopati 
31 Onlinekhabar 
32 Onlinekhabar 
33 Ratopati 
34 Onlinekhabar 
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The meeting also made it mandatory for one to produce the vaccine card when entering public places from 21 January.35 

The 9 January meeting of the COVID-19 Crisis Management Center (CCMC) recommended that all schools across the  

nation observe winter vacation till 29 January. Spokesperson of CCMC Sunita Nepal said the recommendation was made  

to the Ministry of Federal Affairs to allow students up to grade 10 for the vacation across the nation due to an increase in 

COVID-19 cases.36  

Nepali Congress leader Nain Singh Mahar has said that educational institutions need to be closed for 15 days keeping in  

mind the risk of Omicron variant of COVID-19. The children have to be protected from the possible risk of COVID-19 infection, 

he said.37 

The COVID-19 Crisis Management Center’s meeting on 9 January has recommended the Ministry of Home Affairs to 

implement the measures of a smart lockdown effectively.38 

The three chief district officers of Kathmandu Valley have said they are awaiting the instructions of the COVID-19 Crisis 

Management Center to take steps for the control of COVID-19 infection. They have said they have not made preparations to 

impose lockdown or restrictive orders immediately.39 

The government has instructed hospitals to remain on high alert so as to curb the spread of the Omicron variant in the country. 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba gave the instructions at a 7 January meeting of COVID-19 Crisis Management Center.40 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has given instructions to stop a possible third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. He  

has instructed ministers, chief secretary, and secretaries of the government to take necessary measures to stop the third  

 
35 Ratopati 
36 Setopati 
37 Baahrakhari 
38 Baahrakhari 
39 Baahrakhari 
40 Kantipur 
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wave. He also emphasized that priority needs to be given to the booster dose and setting up of holding centers along the open 

border areas.41  

Chief Minister of Karnali Province Jeevan Bahadur Shahi has instructed all stakeholders to begin preparations to control the 

third wave of COVID-19 pandemic. He urged health institutions and local levels to begin the preparation for the same. The third 

wave has to be stopped via the coordination and cooperation between the governments of three levels, he said.42 

The more infectious Omicron variant of COVID-19 appears to produce less severe disease than the globally dominant Delta 

strain, but should not be categorized as “mild”, the World Health Organization officials said on January 6. Janet Diaz, WHO 

lead on clinical management, said early studies showed there was a reduced risk of hospitalization from the variant compared 

with Delta. There appears also to be a reduced risk of severity in both younger and older people, she told a media briefing.43 

The World Health Organization on 8 January called for stringent implementation of public and social measures as COVID-19 

cases had increased in most countries of South-East Asia region, including Nepal, with some experiencing exponential rise. 

“All preventive and protective measures must be implemented with full earnestness by one and all. Authorities must implement 

situation-specific measures to arrest further spread of the virus. People must adhere to these measures. Masks, hand hygiene, 

cough etiquette, ventilation, and physical distancing is an absolute must,” Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, 

WHO South-East Asia Region said in a press release.44 

Amidst the increasing risk of COVID-19 infection and government’s instruction to not involve in activities that create crowds, 

different festivals are being organized in Chitwan. The local levels have promoted those festivals while the local administration 

has supported such activities.45 

Hospitalization of US children under 5 with COVID-19 soared in recent weeks to their highest level since the pandemic began, 

 
41 Nagarik 
42 Setopati 
43 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
44 The Himalayan Times 
45 Setopati 
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according to government data on the only age group not yet eligible for the vaccine. The worrisome trend in children too young 

to be vaccinated underscores the need for older kids and adults to get their shots to help protect those around them, said  

Dr Rochelle Walensky, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). With the highly contagious  

Omicron variant spreading furiously in the US, hospitalization rate of kids has surged to more than 4 in 100 000 children, up 

from 2.5 per 100 000. The rate among children 5 to 17 is about 1 per 100 000, according to the CDC data, drawn from over 

250 hospitals in 14 states.46  

The Ministry of Health and Population has said it will give the additional dose of vaccine against COVID-19 to frontliners, and 

those above the age of 60 from the second week of Magh.47 

The vaccine against COVID-19 is being administered to children aged 12 to 17 years in Kathmandu Valley. The Moderna 

vaccine is being administered in Bhaktapur from 7 January, while the Pfizer vaccine will be administered in Kathmandu and 

Lalitpur from 11 January.48 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Many Nepalis still do not have access to the vaccine against COVID-19. Many do not even know where the vaccine is 
available. The government is said to expand to 16 000 vaccination centers across the nation, and mobilize women health 
volunteers and health workers in villages, yet many do not have any reach to the vaccine.49  

 
46 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
47 Onlinekhabar 
48 Baahrakhari 
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The children of Namkha Rural Municipality-6, Limi in Humla have been deprived of the vaccine against COVID-19. The 
vaccination drive has been affected as the road to Limi has been shut down due to snowfall.50 

A total of 55.2% of the target population have taken the complete doses of vaccine against COVID-19 in Nepal, according to 
the 6 January data of the Ministry of Health and Population.51 

Amidst the warning of public health experts regarding the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic, the political parties and different 
organizations have been organizing programs gathering crowds across the nation. Prof Dr Jageshwor Gautam warned that if 
such activities are not stopped, the COVID-19 infection rate will increase massively.52 

The government canceled Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s visit to India after India’s Gujarat state government postponed 

the Vibrant Gujarat Summit amid rising COVID-19 cases, just 4 days before its kickoff. 53  

The Omni Group, involved in the procurement of healthcare materials amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, has been accused of 

irregularities in the name of the pandemic. As such an employee of the Department of Health Services, who refused to make 

the payment, has been transferred to a new office, while another employee was asked for clarification regarding the refusal.54 

Tourism entrepreneurs have recommended that the tourism industry should be kept mobile while following health protocols. 

They also drew the government's attention to the fact that measures like lockdown with an increase in the cases of COVID-19 

infection has affected the tourism industry. They suggested being careful and making vaccination effective with the increase in 

COVID-19 cases is needed to keep the tourism sector active. 55  

 
49 Kantipur 
50 Kantipur 
51 Baahrakhari 
52 Ratopati 
53 The Kathmandu Post 
54 Annapurna Post 
55 Baahrakhari 
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International News  

India’s daily COVID-19 cases jumped to 117 100 on 7 January, a five-fold increase in a week and on course to overtake its 
previous infection peak as the fast-spreading Omicron variant replaces Delta in cities. Government officials have privately said 
they are working under the assumption that daily infections will surpass the record of more than 414 000 set in May, given 
what has happened in countries such as the United States where daily cases have risen past 1 million.56  

Indian megacities Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata are experiencing a surge in COVID-19 cases, although without a corresponding 
rise in hospitalizations, but fears are growing about a spread to rural areas in coming days. India reported 90 928 new daily 
COVID-19 cases on 6 January, up nearly four-fold since the start of the year, mostly from cities where health officials say the 
Omicron variant has overtaken Delta. The bulk of those infected have shown no or only mild symptoms and have recovered 
quickly at home, officials said. 57 

Coronavirus cases fueled by the highly transmissible Omicron variant are rocketing through India, prompting the federal 
government and states to swiftly reintroduce a string of restrictions. Night curfews are back. Restaurants and bars are running 
at half their capacity. Some states have closed schools and movie theaters. Large gatherings are to be downsized. But India’s 
political leaders are busy on the campaign trail ahead of crucial state polls, addressing packed rallies of tens of thousands of 
people, many without masks.58 

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam has ordered an inquiry into the behavior of 13 senior government officials who attended the 
birthday bash of a delegate to China’s legislature, where 2 of the 170 guests tested positive for the virus.59 

Hong Kong’s bars, restaurants and caterers say tighter restrictions aimed at averting a new wave of COVID-19 infections may 
cause hundreds of millions of dollars in losses, threaten jobs and even, for some, their survival.60 

More cities in central China resorted to tough curbs as new coronavirus infections in Henan province rose sharply, with 

 
56 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
57 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
58 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
59 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
60 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
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authorities taking urgent action to contain clusters ahead of the Winter Olympics and Lunar New Year peak travel season.61  

Thailand reported its biggest spike in coronavirus cases in weeks on 6 January after a holiday season in which people traveled 
and gathered in large numbers amid the rapid spread of the Omicron variant. Officials recorded 5 775 new cases, prompting 
the Ministry of Public health to raise the official warning level to 4 on a scale of 5.62  

Australia’s most populous state New South Wales reinstated some restrictions and suspended elective surgeries on 7 January 
as COVID-19 cases surged to another record.63  

UK government advisers have recommended against giving a fourth dose of COVID-19 vaccine to nursing home residents  
and people over 80 because data shows that a third shot offers lasting protection against admission to the hospital. For people 
over 65, protection against hospitalization remains at about 90% after the third dose, according to data compiled by the  
UK Health Security Agency.64 

Sri Lankan health authorities on 7 January began vaccinating children aged 12 to 15 years, as the island nation’s top medical 
specialists warned of a wave of COVID-19 infections in the coming weeks driven by the Omicron variant. Under the new 
vaccination program, children will be given a single dose of the Pfizer vaccine.65 

French President Emmanuel Macron on 7 January maintained his rude remarks about the country’s minority of vaccine 
refusers, saying he cannot accept them infringing on others’ freedom.66 

As countless millions of people in Europe waste hours in lines for COVID-19 tests and scour their nasal passages with self-test 
kits at home, at the other end of the chain, workers are straining to meet the demand.  The wildfire spread across Europe of 
the highly contagious Omicron variant of the coronavirus is driving soaring needs for testing. Infection-detection is buckling 

 
61 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
62 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
63 Agencies (in The Kathmandu Post) 
64 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
65 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
66 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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under the strain of unprecedented numbers of cases. Some French laboratories are running short of reactive agents needed 
for PCR tests and are having to ration their use.67 

Citigroup Inc staff in the United States who have not been vaccinated against COVID-19 by 14 January will be placed on 
unpaid leave and fired at the end of the month unless they are granted an exemption, as per a company memo. The move 
comes as the financial industry grapples with how to bring workers back to offices safely and get back to business as usual at 
a time when the highly infectious Omicron coronavirus variant is spreading like wildfire. Other major Wall Street banks, 
including Goldman Sachs & Co, Morgan Stanley and JP Morgan Chase & Co, have told some unvaccinated employees to 
work from home, but none has yet gone as far as sacking staff. While Citigroup is the first Wall Street bank to enforce a 
vaccine mandate, a handful of other major US companies have introduced ‘no-jab, no-job’ policies, including Google and 
United Airlines, with varying degrees of stringency.68 

China’s lockdowns of big cities to fight coronavirus outbreaks are prompting concern about more disruptions to global 
industries after 2 makers of processor chips said their factories were affected. That has added to unease about the Omicron 
variant’s global economic impact. Analysts warn Vietnam, Thailand and other countries important to manufacturing chains 
might impose anti-disease measures that would delay deliveries.69  

World number 1 tennis player Novak Djokovic was denied entry into Australia on January 6 amid a storm of protest about a 
decision to grant him a medical exemption from COVID-19 vaccination requirements to play in the Australian Open. The tennis 
star remained in Australia after his lawyers launched an appeal seeking to overturn the federal government decision.70 

Tennis world No 1 Novak Djokovic was joined in Australian immigration detention by Czech women’s player Renata Voracova 
on 7 January in a row over COVID-19 vaccines that could scupper the Serbian’s shot at a record-breaking 21st Grand Slam.71 

The Grammy Awards were postponed on 5 January weeks before the planned Los Angeles ceremony over what organizers 
called “too many risks” from the Omicron variant, signaling what could be the start of another year of pandemic upheaval for 

 
67 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
68 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
69 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
70 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
71 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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awards season.72 

Just two weeks before it was to be held in Park City, Utah, the Sundance Film Festival is canceling its in-person festival and 
reverting to an entirely virtual edition due to the current coronavirus surge. Festival organizers announced on 5 January that 
the festival will start as scheduled on 20 January but will shift online.73 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
72 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
73 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 
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